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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Tropical Cyclone Freddy made its second 
landfall in Mozambique on 11 March and then 
moved inland towards southern Malawi. 

• The President of Malawi has declared a State 
of Disaster in the Southern Region of the 
country, where over 100 people have 
reportedly died. 

• Heavy rains are expected in the coming days 
in both Mozambique and Malawi, heightening 
the risk of further floods and landslides. 

• Humanitarian partners are supporting the 
Government-led responses to Tropical 
Cyclone Freddy in Madagascar, Malawi and 
Mozambique.  

  

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Tropical Cyclone Freddy made its second landfall in Mozambique in Quelimane District, Zambezia Province, on 11 March. 
The Freddy weather system has continued to move over land as a tropical depression, with a localized centre close to the 
border between Mozambique and the southern tip of Malawi, according to Meteo France. Although the system has 
weakened considerably, it is still generating intense rainfall in the interior of Mozambique and southern Malawi, with 
extreme rainfall forecasted for the days ahead across Zambezia, Sofala and Tete provinces in Mozambique and southern 
Malawi, according to the latest Flood Risk Bulletin produced for and with support of the Foreign Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO) of the United Kingdom.  

In Mozambique, Freddy has brought strong winds to Zambezia province, as well as heavy rains (above 200mm/24h) to 
Zambezia, Sofala, Manica, Tete and Niassa provinces. Some of these provinces received as much rain in 24 hours as 
they would usually experience in one month. In Zambezia province alone, over 22,000 people have sought refuge in 
temporary accommodation centres, 10 people have died and 14 have been injured. About 1,900 houses have been 

damaged (1,050) or destroyed (832), according to preliminary data from the National 
Institute for Disaster Management (INGD), and these figures are expected to rise ahead as 
further information becomes available. Basic services and public infrastructure have also 
been affected. 

Following Freddy ‘s first landfall in Inhambane province on 24 February, about 171,400 
people were affected—including 10 killed, 10 injured and 5,100 displaced—by heavy rains 
and floods. More than 30,000 houses were affected, according to INGD as of 6 March. 
Freddy’s landfall came on the back of floods in Mozambique that had already impacted more 
43,000 people since 3 February, particularly in Maputo. Meanwhile, the cholera outbreak in 
Mozambique continues to spread, and the number of confirmed cholera cases has risen to 
nearly 8,500 as of 12 March. 

In Malawi, the President has declared a State of Disaster in the Southern Region, 
particularly Blantyre City and District, Chikwawa District, Chiradzulu District, Mulanje District, 
Mwanza District, Neno District, Nsanje District, Phalombe District, Thyolo District, and 
Zomba City and District. At least 111 people have lost their lives, and at least 16 are 
reportedly missing following heavy rains and strong winds attributed to the Freddy weather 
system since 12 March, according to Malawi’s Department of Disaster Management Affairs 
(DoDMA). Eighty-five of those killed died due to mudslides in Cilobwe township in Blantyre 
district. Some 19,000 people (4,000 households) have been displaced in the hardest-hit 
districts (Nsanje (approximately 5,850 people), Chikwawa (5,004), Mulanje (3,659), Thyolo 
(2,390) Blantyre City and District (1,647), Chiradzulu (765)), while data is not yet available 
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for Mwanza, Neno and Phalombe. Water levels in areas surrounding the Shire River have started to rise and Thuchila 
River is also at risk of flooding. Rainfall accumulation over southern Malawi could reach 400mm to 500mm over the space 
of 72 hours. The Ministry of Education temporarily suspended classes in the 10 at-risk districts on 13 and 14 March. 

In Madagascar, at least 17 people have now died due to Tropical Cyclone 
Freddy (7 from the first landfall on 21 February and 10 from the latest rains on 5 
and 6 March), three are missing and nearly 299,000 people have affected 
(226,000 in the south east, and over 72,600 in the south-west). Following 
Freddy’s pass-by the south-west of the country on 5 and 6 March, localized 
floods are visible in Morombe city and its three surrounding municipalities, as well 
as Toliara city, where schools and other administrative buildings are still flooded, 
according to the findings of an aerial assessment. However, the impact of the 
storm was less than expected and there is almost no visible wind damage in the 
villages along the western coast between Morombe and Toliara and less than 5 
per cent damage has been reported in the agricultural sector following rapid 
removal of water on crop fields and rice fields.  

EMERGENCY READINESS & RESPONSE  

In Mozambique, aid workers pre-deployed ahead of the second landfall in Quelimane and are assessing the storm’s 
impact in support of the Government-led response. Humanitarian partners are readying to provide life-saving assistance 
and two all-terrain amphibious vehicles (Sherp) have been pre-positioned. However, power and communications are 
down in many affected areas, hindering aid operations.  

The response is also ongoing in areas impacted by Freddy’s first landfall, particularly in Inhambane province. Partners 
have, however, highlighted that they urgently need additional resources to respond to floods, Freddy and cholera at a 
time when the response to the conflict in northern Mozambique is already under-funded. For more information on the 
situation and response, read OCHA Mozambique’s latest flash update. 

In Malawi, humanitarian partners are working closely with the Government-led Emergency Operations Centre in Blantyre 
to coordinate the response. Relief items were stockpiled in Blantyre ahead of the storm’s arrival and community 
sensitization was undertaken to warn people of possible impacts. Government-led search and rescue operations are 
underway in Blantyre, Chikwawa, Mulanje, Nsanje, Phalombe and Zomba districts, with participation by the Malawi 
Defence Force, Malawi Police Service, Marine Department and Malawi Red Cross Society. Operations have, however, 
been constrained by heavy rains and strong winds. The Government, through DoDMA, has dispatched food (including 
maize, maize flour, beans, soya pieces) and vital supplies (including blankets and jerry cans) to affected areas. 
Humanitarian partners are providing emergency WASH services and shelter material, household items and hygiene 
supplies in the temporary displacement sites in Blantyre. Rapid assessments are underway in each of the affected 
districts, led by local authorities with support from humanitarian partners. 

In Madagascar, following the latest rains in the south-west, Food 
Security partners have provided 1,5 metric tons (MT) of rice, 500 
kilogrammes (kg) of beans and 265 litres of oil for the preparation of 
hot meals for people staying in accommodation sites in Ampanihy and 
Toliary in Atsimo Andrefana region, as well as 35 MT of food for other 
affected people in Toliary, jointly with BNGRC. Education partners 
donated school-in-a-box and recreation kits to two secondary schools 
in Toliary to ensure continuity of learning and are preparing to distribute 
other educational material to other locations in Atsimo Andrefana 
region. WASH partners have distributed 860 hygiene kits to families 
accommodated in temporary sites in Toliary and Behompy communes. 

Response is also ongoing in the south-east of the country, where 
Freddy first made landfall on 21 February. In both areas impacted, 
humanitarian partners are providing free health care to affected people, 
including distribution of medicines and medical equipment, and 
psychosocial support. 

 

Pictures 

Photos showing the impact of Cyclone Freddy and the humanitarian response in Madagascar can be downloaded here. 

 

Floods in Toliara city, Madagascar, on 10 
March. Photo: OCHA/Rija Rakotoson 

A Médecins du Monde team set up a mobile clinic in 
Ankatafana village, 15km from Mananjary in 
Madagascar, which was affected by Cyclone Freddy 
in February. Photo: OCHA/ Viviane Rakotoarivony 

http://www.unocha.org/rosea
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-severe-tropical-storm-freddy-flash-update-no-9-12-march-2023
https://ocha.smugmug.com/Countries/Madagascar/2023-Cyclone-Season-in-the-Grand-Sud-Est-/i-7R6KM4Z
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Subscribe to our mailing list  

Register here to receive latest updates from OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa: 

http://eepurl.com/chQY2L  

 

Stop Sexual Exploitation and Abuse / Arrêtez l’exploitation et les abus 

sexuels / Pare a exploração e abuso sexual 

Madagascar: Ny Firenena Mikambana sy ny ONG mpiahy ny mpiara-belona dia mandrana ny firaisana 

ara-nofo sandaina vola, fanampiana, asa, sakafo.  

Moçambique: A ajuda humanitária é gratuita! Se alguém lhe pedir para pagar, fazer algo impróprio ou realizar qualquer favor 

ou ação sexual em troca de ajuda, diga não e ligue para a Linha Verde das Nações Unidas no telefone 1458. A ligação é 

gratuita e também pode cser utilizada para pedir informação, fazer sugestões ou para reportar quaisquer outras irregularidades 

relacionadas a assistência humanitária. 

http://www.unocha.org/rosea
http://eepurl.com/chQY2L

