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This report was issued by OCHA Haiti. The next report will be issued on or around 13 December. 

As of 6 December, the Ministry of Health has reported 2,193 deaths and 46,749 hospitalization cases due to 
the cholera outbreak. Over 97,595 people have been examined by medical specialists, since the disease 
started to spread. The overall case mortality rate is 2.2 percent nationwide, and the in-hospital mortality rate is 
3.2%. In the Port-au-Prince Metropolitan area, the cumulative number of hospital visits and deaths due to the 
cholera outbreak is 13,969 and 191 respectively. The number of hospitalized cases is in Port-au-Prince is 
4,904, with an in-hospital case fatality rate of 3.8 percent.

Since the announcement of the first round presidential election results on 7 December 2010, there have been 
widespread problems nationwide with roadblocks and violent demonstrations in most parts of the country, 
particularly Port-au-Prince, hampering daily cholera response activities. Key issues have included the inability 
of staff  to move, especially medical teams and community mobilisers, the inability  of patients to travel  to 
facilities, the suspension of most water trucking particularly to camps and the inability to distribute supplies. 

The most serious issue resulting from the security situation has been lack of movement, both in the context of 
staff and Haitians impacted by cholera. While most medical facilities were open, the inability of medical staff 
to travel means staffing of CTCs and CTUs as well as normal Haitian medical facilities is a problem, as is the 
inability  of  Haitians  to  reach  medical  facilities.  In  Port  au  Prince  partners  report  that  ambulances  were 
generally allowed through barricades, but Haitians affected by cholera and dependent on public transport 
(mostly  suspended)  or  unable  to  move past  barricades were  severely  restricted in  their  ability  to  get  to 
hospital.  Some CTCs are still  being run by staff on duty from Tuesday and some have reported patients 
arriving in fewer numbers and in a more serious condition than normal, reflecting difficulties in transportation 
and fear of movement.  Although distribution services were severely disrupted, stockpiling and prepositioning 
by health partners has meant most facilities have had sufficient stocks to continue operating. 

WASH cholera response activities nationwide have been significantly disrupted with particular problems in 
Port au Prince, Les Cayes and Cap Haitien, although the situation has now eased in Cap Haitien. Water 
trucking,  water  supply  chlorination,  septage collection and disposal,  distributions,  and WASH evaluations 
were significantly reduced or completely suspended in most areas. Meanwhile, Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management also reports that Camp Management Agencies (CMA), including ARC, SASH and AMI have had 
to cease field visits. 

Hygiene  promotion and community  mobilization  work  has  been badly  affected by the  unrest  due  to  the 
inability of staff to move from base in many areas. In an effort to counter this communications work has scaled 
up, with a number of partners including IFRC, Internews, Oxfam and MSF increasing public information work 
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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES

• The Ministry of Health (MSPP) has reported 2,193 deaths and 46,749 hospitalised cases of cholera 
since the beginning of the outbreak. The overall case mortality rate is 2.2 percent nationwide.

• Cholera response activities have been greatly affected and disrupted by the ongoing political crisis, 
due to the contested release of the first round presidential election results.  The stabilization of the 
security situation has allowed some actors to resume cholera response activities after several days 
of disruption but there are still considerable gaps and problems

• Lack of partners for WASH as well as for other clusters is reported as one of the major constraints 
to implementing cholera response activities in many parts of the country including the North West 
and Centre Departments.

II. Situation Overview



through radio and SMS. Particular focus has been on emphasizing that CTCs are open, calling on protestors 
to allow patients and ambulances to cross barricades, and increasing messaging around home prevention 
and treatment of cholera especially preparation of oral rehydration solution using household materials. 

Areas of  particular  concern  with  regard  to  cholera  include  the South  East  and  North  Departments,  and 
Nippes.  Transportation problems  again  prevented  patients  from  reaching  medical  facilities.  There  are 
sufficient supplies in to last for one week. 

The main gap in the response overall remains a great need for partners in all departments to manage and 
implement the response. There is also a need for supplies (beds, blankets, buckets, boots, gloves, sprayers, 
chlorine etc.) and for medical supplies such as ORS, Ringer Lactate and Catheter and single use gloves. 

Health
IFRC is  supporting Red Cross National  Societies and Bureau of  Delmas,  Medecins du Monde Canada, 
Medecins du Monde France, Save the Children, MERLIN and other health partners in their efforts in the field. 

The IFRC, supported by the British, Canadian and Spanish Red Cross, has provided 6 pick-up trucks for the 
Haitian  Red  Cross  ambulance  service  for  cholera  patients.  This  activity  will  be  further  strengthened 
accordingly as the Haitian Red Cross scales up plans. So far 157 patients have been transported during the 
last 7 days, out of these 80% were cholera patients referrals to CTU/CTC. The Haitian Red Cross ambulance 
service continues to provide transport to those people in need in spite the current security conditions. 

No further narrative report was received from the Health Cluster. More details regarding the current 
health response are available in table form from the Health Cluster (this document is attached for 
those receiving this report via mailing lists). 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
In Port-au-Prince, water trucking operations were suspended from Tuesday afternoon with limited service 
resuming to priority areas today (10 Dec).  Aquatab and soap distributions and hygiene promotion activities 
were mostly suspended.  Coordination meetings for the 7 communes have been postponed to next week. 

The IFRC, Spanish Red Cross and Save the Children restarted water trucking operations to priority IDP 
camps and CTCs Friday morning after the service was suspended for more than 60 hours. 6 out of 11 water 
supply  wells  were  operational.   DINEPA-ACF and Oxfam GB have been negotiating with  water  trucking 
companies  and  water  supply  well  operators  to  restart  operations  in  priority  areas  during  Friday  10/12. 
Concern resumed water trucking in most of the locations in St Martin, Martissant and Tabarre, including Place 
de la Paix and Tabarre Issa. Desludging of latrines is still not possible and other activities are on hold as well.

In the Center department, WASH Activities were generally interrupted during the previous three days.  Stock 
of  aquatabs will  soon be depleted.   There is  a  need to  to establish  chlorinated water  points  to  provide 
sufficient quantities of potable water to vulnerable persons in priority areas. It is also necessary to identify 
partners for the chlorination of water points in critical commune sections.

Evaluations  have  been  launched for  two  weeks  to  the  identify  communities  bordering  the  Valley  of  the 
Artibonite without secure access to water.  World Water Relief with support from UNICEF will distribute soap 
and aquatabs and conduct hygiene promotion activities at 50 schools covering a total of 19,220 families in 
Mirebalias and Lascahobas.  To date 22 schools in Mirebalias and 4 in Lascahobas have been covered.

In Hinche, Mercy Corps and Partners in Health (Zanmi Lasante) have initiated a cholera public information 
campaign to try to prevent violence against voodoo priests accused of bringing cholera.  Messages will be 
passed using radio, community meetings,  and household visits.  A three week evaluation of  village water 
supply access in the Artibonite basin is on-going. In Saut d’Eau and La goanve Island, all activities including 
cholera prevention and response continue as usual.

In  Leogane,  the  political  tension  has  affected  the  activities  of  all  actors.  Clinics,  CTCs  and  CROs  still 
experience a reduced number of patients due to inability to travel.  Most actors are on standby. Some are 
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putting in place a crisis cells and try to deliver products such as soap and aquatabs. The WASH cluster 
meeting planned for today in Leogane was cancelled and postponed to next week.

In the North-West department, an urgent delivery of 200kgs HTH chlorine was delayed due to the violence. 
There are just 10kgs of chlorine remaining in the North West Department.  The assessments show severe 
problems with WASH in CTCs, CTUs, ORPs. A lack of  water,  latrines, handwashing stations, laundering 
areas, wastewater management is reported.  

In the North department, Oxfam were able to resume operations. 

Gaps and constraints
In Port-au-Prince, full scale water trucking has not resumed to all IDP camps and CTCs normally receiving 
this service.  Reports were received that chemical toilets had been overturned during the demonstrations 
causing raw sewage to be discharged into the streets.  WASH actors are reinstalling these facilities and trying 
to contain and clean-up the sewage.

In Mirebalais, Center department, a lack of WASH actors and response in Boucan Carre, while in Hinche, 
significant WASH gaps remain in Thomassique and Cerca la Source.  Cholera cases are increasing in these 
areas and there are insufficient partners and resources available to respond to the WASH needs. 

In  Artibonite-Gonaïves,  the  major  gap  identified  by WASH partners  and  local  authorities  is  in  sanitation 
(toilets, latrines). There is a need for a permanent coordinating position in the Health Cluster/WHO to ensure 
continuing information sharing to ensure efficient  WASH support  in  health facilities.  WASH assistance is 
needed in hospitals, health centres and dispensaries. WASH partners need to receive distribution reports 
from DINEPA and DSA in order to avoid overlapping.

In Leogane,  the interruption of supplies to the region, including fuel, is limiting activities. In addition, random 
attacks on expats, NGOs cars and UN forces make the restart of the activities even more complicated.

In the North-West, chlorination of municipal supplies is still technically challenging due to a lack of chlorine 
dosers, and technical problems (variable flow rates during the day, systems without taps, and large amounts 
of wastage due to open taps running 24 hours). There is also a continued lack of WASH actors presence. 

In the North department, there is an urgent need for support in terms of information sharing and mapping of 
activities.  The WASH cluster  lacks operational  partners to cover  all  the communes.  Presently,  out  of  19 
communes, only 4 communes (Cap haitien, Borgne, limbe and Bas Limbe) are covered.

Camp Coordination/Camp Management (CCCM)
CCCM partners are currently trying to get back to normal operations after three days of interruption of cholera 
response activities.  It  is a major concern for the CCCM Cluster that basic services,  WASH facilities and 
drinking water are running low in camps after three days of protests in the affected areas.

Camp Management Operations (CMO) teams report that, due to the security risks and the unstable situation 
this has been a period of limited humanitarian activities in camps. However, camp committees are doing their 
best  to  keep  basic  services  running  in  the  absence  of  responding  humanitarian  organizations.Camp 
Management Agencies (CMA), including ARC, SASH and AMI have had to cease field visits due to tensions 
and security incidents in most communes. 

IOM’s  communications activities  have also been put  on hold  since the start  of  the unrest.  However,  on 
Tuesday (before the results were announced) IOM was able to conduct sensitization activities around the Oral 
Rehydration Posts and the importance of rehydration in the fight against cholera in five camps in Croix des 
Bouquets, and five additional camps in Petionville. Today, IOM’s daily radio program “Chimen Lakay” was 
broadcast nationally with a special program about the condition of cholera awareness and preparedness. 

The cholera SMS campaign is re-starting,  sending out  SMS messages regarding cholera prevention and 
treatment to over 120,000 households in IDP camps.

Education 
Almost all education partners have been under movement restriction and planned distributions and training 
activities in schools have been on hold.
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Many schools remain closed due to the insecurity cause by the electoral process, while more schools started 
to function in some parts of the country such as North-west, Artibonite, Nippes and Grand Anse. The partners 
are hoping to start the activities from the next week. 

In Jacmel, four confirmed cases of deaths were students from four schools, confirmed by the school directors. 
The suspected schools were disinfected on Thursday 9 December by DINEPA, Croix-Rouge Haitian and 
Direction Sanitaire de Sud-est (DSSE). However, no activities on desinfection of schools were carried out on 
Friday 17 December due to the restriction of movement. The Education Cluster and its partners are preparing 
prioritized interventions in schools in the affected areas and await the resumption of work.
 
Gaps and constraints
Due to  the insecurity related to  the ongoing electoral  process,  some interventions  by Education Cluster 
partners, especially the ongoing efforts of cholera prevention, are being disrupted.  The coverage of cholera 
response is still  limited in rural parts of the country, especially in North and South, due to the scarcity in 
partners’ presence. The education cluster continues to look for more partners to work in those areas. 

Logistics
Due to the current security situation transport services have been limited. A number of trucks, loaded with 
relief items and ready for dispatch, are currently stuck in various locations across the country. However, on 07 
December, 23.4 metric tons of cement and metal sheets were transported for Handicap International/Atlas 
Logistique from Port-au-Prince to Petit Goave, and 4.8 metric tons of Ringer's lactacte, catheter and tents 
were moved on behalf of WHO/PAHO from Port-au-Prince to Jacmel. On 9 December, the inter-agency fleet 
dispatched  Cholera  relief  items  for  ACF  and  IOM in  Artibonite.  On  10  December,  the  logistics  cluster 
coordinated with MINUSTAH the transportation of WHO/PAHO cargo from the PROMESS warehouse to the 
helipad in Port-au-Prince. In addition, two flights have been arranged with MINUSTAH to deliver WHO/PAHO 
cargo from Port-au-Prince to Jeremie (3.4mt) and Cap Haitien (another 3.4mt).  

Nutrition
The continued restrictions on movements during the last three days caused reduced the capacity of nutrition 
cluster to continue its activities in response to the cholera outbreak. Eighteen nutrition partners  working in 39 
CTC/CTUs have  reported  that  in  Port-au-Prince,  nutrition  activities  have  been  limited   to  only  essential 
assistance. Outside Port-au-Prince, nutrition facilities and CTCs/CTUs have continued their activities at 75% 
while community based prevention and sensitization was stopped in most areas.

Communications
Given that so many people affected by cholera are currently unable to access treatment and prevention 
assistance, and most face to face outreach teams have been unable to operate, CDAC has been working with 
communications partners to find ways to scale up public information work through mass media so populations 
can be provided with the knowledge to prevent and treat cholera at home. This includes information such as 
home recipes for oral rehydration salts.

The  barricades  and  riots  hampered  journalist’s  movements  around  the  capital  and  Reporters  without 
Boarders  (RSF)  reported  an  increase  of  violence  against  journalists,  thus  making  reporting  on  both  the 
political  and  humanitarian  situation  more  difficult.  However,  despite  these  difficulties  most  radios  and 
journalists are still working on informing the population on cholera prevention and treatments. Radio Boukman 
raised the issue of the sanitary consequences that the demonstrations can have on the cholera epidemic and 
several stations repeated calls for protestors to allow ambulances to pass the barricades. CARE, in charge of 
a communication sub group in Gonaives,  reports  that  radios in  North West and Artibonite were working 
without any impediments, and continued broadcasting messages on cholera prevention and treatments.

The Haitian Red Cross reminded people of the principal precautionary steps to take to prevent cholera in 
several interviews. The Head of Communication of the Haitian Red Cross gave several interviews – calling 
among other things for Haitians to let ambulances, medical personnel, water supplying trucks and septic tank 
service trucks pass through barricades - to Signal FM, Radio Kiskeya, Minustah Fm and Enfomasyon Nou 
Dwe Konnen (ENDK). The ENDK interview was shared through several commercial and community radios 
networks. The Conseil National des Télécommunications (CONATEL) distributed this interview for immediate 
broadcast to  commercial radios across Haiti. Sosyete Animasyin Kominikasyon Sosyal (SAKS), IFRC, IOM, 
CARE and OXFAM also distributed the interview across Haiti with commercial and community radios. 
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100 radio stations across Haiti have been contacted by IFRC and 70 have agreed to run the 3 minute Red 
Cross cholera prevention advert for free. This includes the four biggest stations in Haiti. Mos have agreed to 
play the advert a 4-6 times per day. Unfortunately the December 8 edition of Red Cross Radio was cancelled 
due to the security situation. Cholera continues to be the main topic discussed, sharing experiences and 
giving live saving messages to the population. The show will resume as soon as the situation improves.

IFRC also sent  1.9 million SMS sent across the country covering correct aquatab use, cholera stigma and 
fear of cholera treatment centres. SMS campaign has been suspended for 2 days until the security situation 
improves and mobile networks are less overloaded.  Information and a list on all cholera treatment centres in 
Haiti will be uploaded to the Red Cross free information line *733. This service, which offers pre-recorded 
messages in Creole will be promoted through the SMS platform during the coming week.

Internews’ ENDK also produced a 12 minutes program including the interview of the Head of Communication 
of  the Haitian Red Cross, representatives from Direction Sanitaire de l’Ouest  (DSO) and Medecins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF) explained how CTCs operate. ENDK reminded listeners how to treat water, how to prepare 
and use Oral Rehydration Serums (ORS). ENDK journalists also gave the addresses of CTCs, promoted the 
*300  information  phone  line  and  gave  phone  numbers  for  Red  Cross  ambulances.  This  program  was 
broadcast on radios today in the Port-au-Prince area and will be aired tomorrow on the rest of the 41 radios in 
partnership with ENDK across Haiti. Minustah FM also relayed the Red Cross cholera prevention messages 
and interviewed several NGOs and Agencies in a special show.  

IFRC produced a security SMS stating “Please let ambulances, medical staff and those who need treatment 
travel freely. Cholera treatment centers and hospitals are open.” In Creole it reads : “Kwa Wouj: Souple, kite 
anbilans, moun kap bay swen ak moun ki bezwen swen pase san pwoblèm. Sant kap trete kolera ak lopital  
yo ouvè”.  This SMS campaign will continue over the entire country in coming days. 

These week Action Contre las Faim (ACF) continued without interruption their  activities in Artibonite and 
North West including sensitization campaigns, but are still unable to resume cholera communication in Port-
au-Prince, as are UNOPS and Tearfund.  CARE sensitization continued in the North West. 

Oxfam resumed programs with extra security precautions in Petite Riviere in Artibonite, and in Cap Haitian. 
These  programs  include  community  mobilisers,  training,  and  supplying  ORS  to  corners,  door  to  door 
sensitization and village public meetings. Oxfam is also preparing radio spots to request people to let water 
trucks  pass  over  the  barricades.  In  rural  areas  of  Cap  Haitian,  OXFAM is  relying  on  local  leaders  and 
volunteers  to  support  their  activities  including  the  distribution  of  pamphlets  on  cholera  information  and 
prevention.  Oxfam is  also  working  on  partnership  with  20  Local  community  radio  stations  to  broadcast 
information spots several to reach all department of the north.
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Contact Information

Head of OCHA Haiti (a.i.) Catherine Huck
Email: huck@un.org, Tel: (509) 3491 7268

Head of Communications, Imogen Wall
Email: wall@un.org , Tel: (509) 3491 2244

Reports officer: Abdourahmane Diallo 
Email: ocha.haiti@gmail.com 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, (OCHA Haiti), Boulevard 
Toussaint Louverture et Clercine 18, Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 

For more information on the response in Haiti, please visit: 
http://haiti.humanitarianresponse.info 

If you would like to be added or deleted from OCHA’s global sitrep/humanitarian bulletin mailing 
list, please subscribe/unsubscribe at  http://www.rpcvinctest.com/dadamail/
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