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As the rainy season draws to a close, countries downstream of the Zambezi River - Malawi, Mozambique, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe – are not experiencing any new incidences of flooding. However, continuing high 
water levels in the upper Zambezi, 
Cunene, Cuvelai and Kavango 
Rivers are still being recorded, 
affecting Angola and northern 
Namibia. Furthermore, as the high 
water levels in the upper Zambezi 
River move downstream, localized 
flooding remains a possibility. 
 
In the next two weeks, no significant 
rainfall is expected over the currently 
flood-affected areas or their 
surrounding basins.   
 

 
A joint assessment mission by Government and the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) was conducted in 
the flood-affected Cunene Province from 06 to 09 April 2010. The mission found that 23,620 people (3,300 
households) have been affected by floods in the province. Of that total, 12,449 people (1,706 households) 
have been left homeless but have been able to stay with neighbors and family, whilst the remaining 11,171 
people (1,549 households) have been relocated to Government-managed camps within the province. There 
are also reports of damage to schools and infrastructure. Some areas remain inaccessible.  

Urgent interventions were identified during the assessment mission. These include:  
• Addressing food shortages; 
• Restoring agricultural livelihoods through the provision of inputs;  
• Improving access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation; and 
• Commencing education activities  

 
A full assessment report, which includes a more detailed analysis of the situation and needs, is expected 
during the week starting 26 April 2010.  
 

 
Access remains a major issue within the eight districts affected by moderate tropical storm ”Hubert”, 
particularly to remote rural areas, although the situation has improved slightly with the temporary rehabilitation 
of the main road. Food security has been greatly affected: in 25 affected municipalities more than 60 percent 
of the expected harvest was destroyed. Seeds are no longer available at household level, and households in 
14 municipalities have only enough food stocks available for the next month. Of the 48 municipalities 

 
I.  HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• An assessment mission to the Angolan Province of Cunene found that 23,620 people have 
been affected by floods; 

• In Madagascar, access to affected communities remains an issue. 
 

II. Regional Situation Overview 

III. Angola 

IV. Madagascar 
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Source: Hydrological Services Namibia 

assessed, 30 will require agricultural and food assistance for the next three to five months. Other concerns 
include exposure to epidemics such as chikungunya fever, lack of access to basic healthcare and potable 
water, as well as the impeding of education, as many schools require major rehabilitation.  

Priority response activities continue. These include the distribution of pre-positioned relief items, the urgent 
restoration of road traffic and the provision of free healthcare to the affected population. Temporary 
classrooms have also been established. The Food Security Cluster will be developing a joint action plan to 
respond to the food insecurity situation. An in-depth needs assessment, covering the priority areas of food 
security, health and water and sanitation, will be conducted in the coming weeks.  

The most pressing issue is the need to rehabilitate the railway line between Fianarantsoa and Manakara, 
which will enable access to some 80,000 people. There is also a need to convene cluster and inter-cluster 
meetings to discuss actions to be taken. These actions should include conducting an in-depth sectoral 
assessment, as well as additional multi-sectoral assessments in the 26 municipalities not yet assessed. 

For a more detailed report on the flood situation in Madagascar, see the Madagascar Floods Situation Report 
No. 3, issued 16 April 2010 and available at ochaonline.un.org/rosea.  
 

 
No new incidences of flooding have been reported in Malawi. Since the start of the rainy season, an 
estimated 4,258 households (about 21,290 people) in 19 districts have reported some flood and storm–
related damage to their houses, and about 440 hectares of croplands have been damaged. However, 
compared to last year the impact has been minimal, and Malawi’s Department of Disaster Management 
Affairs has already responded to these situations. 

Further flooding in Malawi is still a possibility. The Zambezi River continues to rise, which in the following 
weeks could lead to back flow up the Shire River in southern Malawi. The situation is being closely monitored.   
 

Since the downgrading of the national flood alert from red to orange on 23 March 2010, the flood situation has 
stabilized and no new incidences of flooding have been reported. The Zambezi basin remains above alert in 
Caia and Marromeu, with a slight tendancy to increase. The National Institute for Disaster Management 
(INGC) and the Humanitarian Country Team are phasing out their emergency response activities and moving 
towards longer-term development efforts.   

 
An assessment mission undertaken by the Resident Coordinator’s Office (RCO) and OCHA was conducted in 
the flood affected regions of Oshakaki, Ongwediva, Ondangwa and Ohangwena on 08 and 09 April 2010. The 
mission found that flooding has largely affected those living in riverbeds near urban areas. Overall, the 
Government was responding effectively to the impact of the flooding, with some notable gaps. Government 
has established two displacement camps outside Oshakati: the Shoopala camp and the Ekoko camp, 
accommodating 1,050 people and 78 
people respectively, with more people 
continuing to relocate to these camps. 
Both sites have poor drainage, and 
more latrines are needed. Mosquito 
nets are also lacking. According to 
local authorities, the duration of 
displacement is expected to be three 
months or longer. 

Following consultation with the UN 
Resident Coordinator and the Office of 
the Prime Minister, a joint rapid 
assessment mission is being 

V. Malawi 

VI. Mozambique 

VII. Namibia 
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conducted to the flood-affected regions of Caprivi and Kavango from 19 to 23 April 2010. The main areas to 
be assessed are camp management, water, sanitation, hygiene, capacity of local partners and logistics. A 
report on this mission will be made available during the week starting 26 April 2010. 

New and continued flooding remains a possibility in Namibia. In the Cuvelai area, water levels are still rising 
at the border between Omafo and Ongenga, and this flood wave is moving towards the Oshakati area. At this 
point the magnitude is not great, but the situation requires careful monitoring and readiness. The flood in the 
Kavango River peaked at 8.69m at Rundu on 17 April 2010, and has now started to subside. This peak is 
higher than in 2009, when the Kavango River levels reached 8.65m at Rundu. The Zambezi River is rising 
strongly again at Katima Mulilo in the Caprivi region, and stood at 6.93m on 19 April 2010, after reaching an 
earlier maximum level of 7.37 m on 22 March 2010. The Zambezi River Authority has reported the 
development of another high flood wave in the Zambezi River, and it is expected that a new maximum will be 
reached at Katima Mulilo towards the end of the coming week (around 25 April 2010), in the same range or 
higher than the maximum attained earlier in March 2010. These trends show a continuation of the flooding 
already affecting northern Namibia and the Caprivi region.  
 

 
No new incidences of flooding have been reported in Zambia, and water levels at most gauging stations on 
the lower and middle Zambezi River have started to decrease due to reduced effective rainfall. However, 
water levels in Lake Kariba continue to rise as flows from previous rainfall activity reaches the dam. 
Furthermore, a new flood wave has developed upstream in the Zambezi River, which may in the coming 
weeks lead to continued high water levels downstream (see Namibia section). As of 11 April 2010, the Kariba 
dam was 83 percent full, and there is still the possibility that all six flood gates of the Kariba dam will be 
opened, which could lead to further localized flooding downstream. The Government through the Disaster 
Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU) has been encouraging communities in the districts of Luangwa, 
Kafue, Siavonga and Nyimba to move to higher ground due to the risk of damage to property.  

The cholera situation in Lusaka is improving, and this positive trend is set to continue until normal levels of 
cholera incidences are reached. A cumulative total of 5,086 cases and 95 deaths have been reported in 
Lusaka district, forming the bulk of the 5,886 cases and 95 deaths that have been reported nationally. The 
provision safe drinking water, especially to the severely affected informal settlements of Chawama, Kanyama 
and Chipata has continued, with financial support from the UNCT and USAID. The DMMU is also currently 
providing water using bowsers to affected informat settlements in order to increase water supply. Health 
education messages have been running in both print and electronic media, with financial support from the 
UNCT. The Government has sought assistance from partners in the provision of safe drinking water and 
sanitation in Lusaka. 

It should be remembered that cholera is endemic in Zambia, and outbreaks are primarily the result of 
infrastructural issues such as water and sanitation services. 
 
 

 
No new incidences of flooding have been reported in Zimbabwe. However, with high water levels still being 
recorded in the upper Zambezi basin, flooding remains a possibility. The situation is being closely monitored.  
 

 
Governments, through National Disaster Management Authorities, are coordinating the response in the 
affected countries, along with assistance from international partners. Monitoring of river levels by 
Government in conjunction with national hydrological agencies is continuing.  
 

Kelly David 
Head of Office, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1609 

VIII. Zambia 

IX. Zimbabwe 

X.  Coordination 

XI. Contact 
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david1@un.org, Cell Phone +27829081338 

Hein Zeelie 
Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1665 
zeelie@un.org, Cell Phone +27823283038 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email zeelie@un.org or visit 
ochaonline.un.org/rosea.  



Southern Africa: Flood and Cyclone Damage in 2010
20 April 2010

Country Affected Displaced Deaths
Houses 

Destroyed Food Security Infrastructure Damage

Angola        110,875       11,171                  7  1516*  Food shortages in Cunene Province is a concern. 

Houses damaged: 574; medical facilities 
damaged: 2; schools damaged: 17; bridges 

destroyed: 24; farms submerged: 751; 
churches damaged: 14.* 

Madagascar 211,380        NK  NK  8,080*** 

In 25 affected municipalities more than 60 percent 
of the expected harvest was destroyed. Seeds are 

no longer available at household level, and 
households in 14 municipalities have only enough 
food stocks available for the next month. Of the 48 
municipalities assessed, 30 will require agricultural 

and food assistance in the next three to five 
months. 

34,196 shelters damaged, 281 water 
sources, 229 schools and 34 health centers 

damaged, 753 cattle lost. 

Malawi          21,290  NK  0  NK 
 440 hectares of cropland destroyed; 4,258 

houses either destroyed or damaged.  

Mozambique          13,000 7,523**  0  NK 

 Food insecurity in the south, which is currently 
experiencing drought, is expected to affect 460,000 

people between March 2010 and March 2011.  Many roads have been interrupted.

Namibia          10,128       10,128  0  NK  NK 

Some roads flooded in the Caprivi Region. 
Four health facilities only accessible by 

boat or by crossing through Botswana or 
Zambia.  

Zambia               600  600**  0  NK  NK 

Some houses submerged; some roads 
interrupted, damage to bridges and 

culverts; some crop fields destroyed. 

Zimbabwe               820 NK NK 7
Agricultural inputs and and food assistance are 

required in order to address chronic vulnerability.

755 people had their crops destroyed:  
1,157 hectares of maize crop, 143 hectares 
of groundnuts, 87 hectares of sorghum, 16 
hectares of cotton and about a hectare of 

chilly were washed away.  
Total        368,093       29,422                  7          9,596 

*This figure does not include those affected in the Ebo district in Kwanza-Sul Province and in Cunene Province. Error in previous edition corrected.

**This figure is for relocation, not displacement

*** Referred to as "shelters", not houses. 
Compiled by OCHA ROSEA. Date: 20 April 2010. Data partial and incomplete. NK means Not Known.
Sources: Angola Civil Protection Commission; Angola UNCTMadagascar BNGRC; Madagascar RCO; Madagascar Red Cross; Malawi RCO; Mozambique HCT; FEWSNET; Namibia RCO; Namibia Red Cross; Namibia Hydrological Services; Zambia
RCO; OCHA Zimbabwe;  Zimbabwe CPU. 
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as of 20 April 2010

No new flooding has been reported
in Mozambique. The Zambezi basin
however remains above alert levels
at Caia and Marromeu.

The Zambezi River is rising strongly again at Katima Mulilo
in the Caprivi region and another high flood wave is expected
towards the end of the coming week. These trends indicate
continuation of the flooding already affecting the Caprivi region
and Northern Namibia.

Namibia

No new flooding has been reported in Malawi. Further
flooding is still a possibility. The Zambezi River continues
to rise, which in the following weeks could lead to back
flow up the Shire River in southern Malawi.

No new flooding has been reported in Zimbabwe.
High water levels are however still being recorded
in the upper Zambezi basin and flooding remains
a possibility. The situation is being closely monitored.

No new flooding has been reported in Zambia. High water levels continue to be recorded
in the upper Zambezi River. Water levels in Lake Kariba continue to rise due to in-flows
from previous rainfall.

Access to districts affected by moderate tropical storm "Hubert" remains an
issue. The railway line between Fianarantsoa and Manakara needs to be
rehabilitied to provide access to approximately 80,000 people.
Food security has been greatly affected in some areas and assistance will be
required for the next 3 to 5 months. Other concerns include lack of access to
basic health care, potable water and education.

In Cunene Province, 23,620
people have been affected by
floods. Of that total, 12,449
people have been left
homeless but have been able
to stay with neighbours and
family, whilst the remaining
11,171 people have been
relocated to Government-
managed camps.

Two camps have been established
by Government outside Oshakati,
accommodating 1,128 displaced
people.  Water levels are still rising
in the Cuvelai area.

2009/2010 RAINY SEASON

No new flooding has been reported from 9- 20 April 2010. However, high water levels continue to be recorded 
in the upper Zambezi, Cunene, Cuvelai and Kavango Rivers, which may lead to further flooding. 
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