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COUNTRY STRATEGY:  

 
OPERATIONS: 

  Project  
Duration 

Planned 
number of 

people 

Total  
requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  
received  
(in USD) 

Total 
Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  
Net Funding 

Requirements 
(in USD) 

Top 5 Donors 

EMOP 200761, 
Ebola Response 

Aug’14 –Dec’15 935,350 54,562,485 45,262,456 83% n/a USA, Liberia/World, Japan, 
Canada, Germany 

PRRO 200550 Jul’13 – Apr’16 90,000 32,925,000 19,264,647 59% 1,231,048 USA, Multilateral, 
Switzerland	  

CP 200395 Jan’13 – Dec’17 624,200 80,945,734 39,871,616 49% - USA, Multilateral, Japan, 
Switzerland, Russia 

SO 200773 Oct’14 to Dec’15 n/a 79,064,747 46,965,266 59% n/a  

* January – June 2016 

Summary of WFP assistance: The overall objective of WFP assistance in Liberia has been to support the Government's 
social and economic recovery efforts and to contribute to strengthened safety nets. In addition, since August 2014, WFP has 
provided support in response to the Ebola outbreak. Food and nutrition support to individuals and communities affected by 
the epidemic is provided through an Emergency Operation. Common logistics services to enhance the efficiency of the Ebola 
humanitarian response is provided through a Special Operation. A Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation supporting 
refugees from Cote d'Ivoire hosted in three government-designated refugee camps located in northern and south-eastern 
Liberia has been in place since 2011. A Country Programme is providing food to primary school children in 9 of the 15 
counties in Liberia; food assistance for rural women and youth engaged in agriculture-based livelihood activities in northern 
Liberia, community grain reserves for women farmers, and market promotion for local farmers; and capacity development 
efforts to support the Government of Liberia food and nutrition security agenda. A World Bank-financed trust fund has 
supported agriculture and infrastructure development in three counties with very low agricultural investment, alongside a 
bilateral partnership with the Government of Japan to enhance productive safety nets in Bong County.          
                      

 
 
                                         

WFP Liberia’s Country Strategy (2013 – 2017) fully 
embraces the Government’s vision of a “hunger free 
Liberia”.  Within this broad goal, the Country Strategy 
envisions safety nets as being central to all WFP’s 
interventions in Liberia. Through safety nets, WFP will help 
advance Liberia’s food and nutrition security agenda along 
two interdependent priority tracks over the 2013 to 2017 
period. Track 1: strengthen food and nutrition security 
through school feeding, livelihoods promotion, and social 
protection measures; and Track 2: strengthen Liberia’s 
capacity to own and implement hunger solutions. WFP will 
also work with the Government at both the national and 
sub-national levels, to improve their capacities to ensure 
development of Liberian-owned hunger solutions, thereby 
reducing the need for WFP’s presence in the future. WFP has 
been present in Liberia since 1968. 

	  

ETC	  

	  

Although, the Emergency 
Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) 
was not activated in response to the 
Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak, 
UNMEER mandated WFP, as global 
ETC lead, to respond as if the cluster 
had been activated. The response 
comprised three pillars: 1) Ebola 
Treatment Units Communications 
Support; 2) Common Humanitarian 
IT Services; and 3) Communications 
for communities, in cooperation with 
healthcare workers. This response 
has now been deactivated on 31 
December 2015, as Liberia reached 
zero cases. 	  

Logistics	  Cluster	  

	  

The Logistics Cluster was activated 
in Liberia in early September 2014. 
The Cluster is responsible for 
providing logistics coordination and 
information management.  Where 
there is a gap in logistics 
infrastructure or services, the 
Cluster acts as a ‘Provider of Last 
Resort’ by offering common logistics 
services to support the operations 
of all humanitarian agencies. As 
lead of the Cluster, WFP provided 
free logistics services to partners 
until September 2015.  

	  

Food Security Cluster	  

	  

In Liberia, a Food Security Cluster 
was established in September 2014, 
bringing together national and 
international humanitarian partners 
to improve the timeliness and 
impact of food security assistance 
for Ebola-impacted communities. In 
particular, the cluster helps ensure 
coherent, coordinated and 
integrated humanitarian responses 
driven by the assessed food security 
needs of the affected population.	  

	  



	  

http://www.wfp.org/countries/liberia	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

W
FP

 L
ib

er
ia

 |
 B

ri
ef

  

OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
 
Besides the Government of Liberia, which is its main partner, in 2015, WFP partnered with eleven NGOs mainly under 
the EMOP. Partners primarily implement assistance by conducting distributions and jointly monitoring WFP’s food 
assistance. In addition, WFP partners with several UN Agencies, mainly UNICEF, UNHCR, FAO, UNWOMEN and WHO, in 
implementing assistance in relation to school feeding, refugee assistance and livelihood and development projects. WFP 
continues to engage with the Ministry of Health, WHO, and humanitarian partners to support the EVD response. Leading 
the Food Security, Logistics and Emergency Telecommunications Clusters, WFP provides coordination support for 
humanitarian actors.  
 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Liberia suffered violent conflicts spanning more than 30 years (1979-
2003): a military coup d'état in 1980, widespread violence during 
military rule (1980-1990), and two civil wars (1989-1996 and 1999-
2003). As a result of these conflicts, national GDP fell by a 
catastrophic 90 percent between 1987 and 1995, one of the biggest 
economic collapses ever recorded in the world (Liberia PRS 2008). 
Now an EVD outbreak has hit the country, causing significant socio-
economic disruptions. The World Bank estimates that the outbreak 
could cost Liberia as much as US$234 million, or 12 percent of GDP. 
Liberia’s population of 3.5 million is growing at 2.1 percent annually 
(2008 national census). It ranks 175 out of 187 countries in the 
2014 UNDP Human Development Index (dropping one rank from the 
2013 HDI), and has a national poverty headcount of 82 percent. 
Poverty is more pronounced and acute in rural and remote areas. In 
Liberia, about 640,000 people are food insecure, corresponding to 
16 percent of households. Among these, 52,000 households (2%) 
are severely food insecure (June 2015 EFSA). A total of 36 percent 
of children under 5 are stunted (CFSNS 2012) compared to 42 
percent in 2010. Liberia has therefore reduced chronic malnutrition 
rates among children under 5 from the level of “critical” to “serious”, 
according to WHO classification. However, 6 of Liberia’s 15 counties still have critical levels of chronic malnutrition. 
Despite substantial national deficits in infrastructure and social service delivery, the Government has embarked on an 
ambitious plan to make Liberia a middle income country by 2030.  

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 
 

• During the EVD crisis WFP provided food 
assistance to a total of 977,300 EVD affected 
individuals and communities including patients, 
survivors, orphans and people in quarantine and 
in areas of high EVD transmission. Beginning 
March 2015, to help households living in 
previously isolated areas to transition, WFP 
provided cash assistance for three rounds to an 
approximate total of 190,000 people (38,000 
households) located in 15 counties. A total of 
close to 1,300 survivors and their households 
received three rounds of cash assistance 
amounting to USD 85 per round.   
 

• Since schools reopened in February 2015, WFP 
provided school meals for a total of 125,000 
school children located in food insecure areas in 
nine counties. Transitioning towards a sustainable 
approach, WFP working closely with the 
Government of Liberia Ministries of Education and 
Agriculture, developed the Home Grown School 
Feeding (HGSF) concept. The HGSF will provide 
school children with nutritious, locally grown food 
and can provide a boost to local farmers. 

 

• WFP has designed a new Country-Specific Special 
Operation (SO 200926) that will build upon and 
leverage the capacities, institutional knowledge, 
infrastructure and equipment established through 
the Regional SO.  

 

• WFP has continued to provide food assistance to 
29,000 Ivorian refugees residing in the three 
government-designated camps located in the 
northern and southeastern parts of Liberia.  

•  
• With Liberia down to zero cases, heightened vigilance 

continues to be advocated by the National Incidence 
Management System (IMS). WFP actively participates 
in the IMS coordination meetings, where key 
preparedness activities and post-EVD coordinated 
planning amongst stakeholders are discussed. It was 
communicated by the IMS that the Emergency Call 
Centre is facing budgetary constraints and may be 
closed down. The Call Centre was used by community 
members to transmit information to authorities about 
sick persons. The IMS is therefore, appealing for 
support to keep the Centre operational. 
 

• In response to the deteriorating economic situation 
caused by the EVD outbreak in 2014 and 2015 WFP 
will focus its post-EVD response to support local 
development by enhancing activities under its 
Capacity Development project components. However, 
strong and effective partnerships need to be 
established in order to carryout the planned activities 
and achieve best results. To this effect, WFP is 
currently working on increasing its partner base by 
issuing a call for expression of interest targeting local 
and international NGOs.  
 

• The Ebola crisis in Liberia exacerbated an already 
serious food insecurity situation in the areas hosting 
refugees. A Standardized Expanded Nutrition Survey 
conducted by UNHCR in 2015 indicated an increase in 
GAM rate and high stunting rate across the camps. 
Currently, critical funding shortage has forced WFP to 
reduce monthly food rations of rice and oil by 25 
percent from January to March 2016; and by 50 
percent from April 2016 onwards. Hence, WFP requires 
urgent funding to provide full assistance to prevent 
further nutritional deterioration.  


