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Humanitarian Situation

The refugee influx to Kenya continues to steadily rise. There is
currently 430, 871 refugees in Kenya of whom the majority of
303, 057 are in Dadaab’s over-crowded camps. Kakuma and
Nairobi host 81,207 and 46,607 refugees respectively. A
relocation initiative in Ifo 2 (Dadaab) that aims to decongest
one the camps is currently on hold. New arrivals to Dadaab
have been forced to set up base outside official camps due
to congestion and face deplorable humanitarian conditions
with limited water, shelter and health facilities. The effects of
drought are impacting on host communities and refugees in the
periphery of the camps where access to water for household and
livestock is reported to be stretched. Source: UNHCR Statistics
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Drought/ La Nina

The Emergency Response fund has called for drought response
proposals with focus on water and livelihood intervention. The
United Kingdom’s Department for International Development
(DFID) has pledged GBP1 million to the Emergency Response
Fund (ERF) to support early response to drought.  The EHRP 2011
-plus is currently funded at 10 per cent with US$ 55 million received
from the US$ 525 million requested. Other donors to the ERF are
Sweden and Norway.

Livestock body conditions are reported to be deteriorating rapidly
especially among shoats and cattle because of increased trekking
distances to water points & inadequate intake of water. An upsurge
of endemic livestock diseases, such as Foot and Mouth Disease
(FMD), Contagious Caprine Pleural Pneumonia (CCPP), and
Contagious Bovine Pleural-pneumonia (CBPP) has been reported in
Wajir, West Pokot, Baringo, Laikipia, Garissa, and Mandera.
(Source: FAO, ALRMP)

The Kenya Food Security Steering Group – led Short Rains Assessment
took place 17-29 January 2011. The assessment is expected to provide
quantitative and qualitative data on impacts of failed Short rains and
inform interventions. Preliminary results are expected on 17 February
2011. Currently WFP is providing food assistance to 1.6 million people
as an interim measure until the results from the SRA. (Source:
GoK/ KFSSG, WFP)

OCHA and UN-Habitat are revising the comprehensive work plan
following feedback from the Urban Vulnerability Consultative
Forum. Various Government Ministries are being consulted on the
Programme framework. (Source: OCHA/UN-Habitat).

Water scarcity will lead to congregation of people & livestock
around remaining water sources placing a burden on these with
an increased risk of water borne disease outbreak and possible
conflicts over the resource. Throughout 2009/10 UNICEF and
partners supported GoK  to construct /rehabilitate 430 water
supply schemes in ASAL areas providing water to 506,800 people.
(Source: UNICEF)

There is concern that drought-induced conflicts may increase the
risks of women/girls experiencing sexual abuse and gender based
violence (GBV). Trainings on Minimum Initial Service Package
(MISP) are being facilitated by KRCS and UNFPA to treat victims
of GBV.  On displacement, there remains some 6238 families in
20 Self Help Groups yet to be resettled. Mau evictions have also
left some 30 000 people displaced. (Source: GoK/MoSSP,
UNFPA, KRCS)

The Nutrition Sector has developed a contingency and response
plan in light of La Nina drought effects. Nine districts are identified
as being the most at risk of significant deterioration in case of
prolonged La Nina phenomena. The districts are Marsabit, Moyale,
Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, Isiolo, Turkana, Baringo and Kwale. It is
estimated that about 105,000 children below five years old are
currently suffering from acute malnutrition in those districts.
UNICEF has sufficient stocks deal with increasing caseloads for
the next 9 months. (Source: UNICEF)

In January 2011, the Government of Kenya, humanitarian partners and donors focused their humanitarian operations on drought response as drought effects started to manifest
strongly in some areas. The depressed Short Rains (Oct-Dec 2010) which were poorly distributed in time and space have negatively impacted on water availability, livestock condition
]and crop production.
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Migration of livestock to concentrated water points may lead to
conflict if conflict prevention measures are not put in place. Some
districts like Magarini are holding talks with neighbouring districts
to facilitate peaceful migration and negotiate for sharing of water
and pasture. Tensions are been reported in Turkana, Pokot North,
Wajir, Wajir/Moyale borders and along the Kenya /Somalia border
in Garissa.(Source: ALRMP, CRS, District Commissioner/Magarini)
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Northern districts are facing extreme dry conditions that continue
to threaten the livestock-dependant economies. Drought has
severely affected Marsabit, Isiolo, Mandera and Wajir where
pastoral livelihoods are increasingly precarious and
may rapidly deteriorate because of harsh weather
conditions. Water scarcity is particularly of concern and
highlighted as an immediate urgent need for households
and livestock. In the South-Eastern and Coastal marginal
areas, the depressed Short Rains (Oct-Dec) and dry
conditions have led to massive crop failures, especially
for the national staple maize. The worst?affected
districts are Mwingi, Kitui, Tharaka, Mwea, Kwale,
Kilifi and Malindi. OCHA has launched a Call for
Proposals for drought response in worst affected
districts. The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS)
launched a Drought Response Initiative totaling
US$ 19 million. (Source:  ALRMP, Fewsnet, KRCS, OCHA)
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