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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Unfavourable weather conditions severely affect 
2013 maize production 

 Cereal imports in 2013/14 marketing season 
forecast to increase 

 Cereal and potato prices at high levels 

 Adverse weather affects over 80 000 families 

Unfavourable weather conditions severely 
affect 2013 maize production 

Harvesting of the second season maize and wheat crops is 
currently underway. Prolonged dry weather from March to 
June followed by a strong cold wave with frosts in July and 
August severely affected crops at different stages of 
development particularly in the departments of Santa Cruz, 
Cochabamba, La Paz, Tarija and Chuquisaca. 
Assessments on the extent of the damage on the second 
season maize crop are being carried out in these areas but 
still are not available. In response, the Government 
distributed food packages and animal feed in September 
and October to assist the affected population.  
 
The 2013 main season maize harvest, which was 
completed in late May, was also negatively affected by dry 
weather during the season, especially in Chuquisaca and 
Tarija. Overall, latest forecasts point to a 2013 aggregate 
output of maize (main and secondary season) of about 
875 000 tonnes, 13 percent lower than last year and below 
the average. 

Cereal imports in 2013/14 marketing 
season forecast to increase 
Cereal imports for the 2013/14 marketing season 
(May/April) are forecast at 516 000 tonnes or 13 percent 
above last year’s level. While the bulk of this amount is 
wheat and wheat flour, the increase is mainly due to higher 
imports of maize reflecting this year’s contraction in 
production. 

Cereal and potato prices at high levels 

Wholesale prices of potatoes increased by 36 percent in 
September and more than doubling their levels of a year 
earlier. The high price levels reflect reduced output due to 
the adverse weather which affected the main producing 
areas of Chiquisaca and Tarija. 

 
The price of wheat flour —which is mostly imported—
remained unchanged in September but remained 
significantly higher than a year earlier. However, prices of 
bread remained stable reflecting the Governments subsidy 
under agreements with national bakeries. 
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Rice prices in September were firm at high levels and 
reflecting this year’s low production, in La Paz and Santa 
Cruz prices were 39 and 34 percent higher than in 
September 2012. Yellow maize prices declined slightly in 
most markets but remained almost 55 percent higher than 
in September 2012 in Santa Cruz. 
 

Adverse weather affects over 80 000 
families  
According to official estimates, the compounded effect of 
severe dry weather earlier in March to June followed by 
frost in July and August, affected more than 80 000 families 
and 37 000 hectares of different crops and resulted in 
animal losses in the departments of Santa Cruz, 
Cochabamba, La Paz, Tarija and Chuquisaca. 
Cochabamba represents the department with the highest 
concentration of households affected, estimated at 26 000. 
The Government is providing humanitarian assistance to 
the affected population including food, and agricultural 
inputs including seeds, feed and veterinary drugs. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


