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Highlights  

 As at 31 March, 251 cholera cases with 3 deaths 

have been confirmed by the Ministry of Health, up 

from 172 in the previous week. Of these 79 are new 

cases reported for the week 

  
 Following rains that fell towards the end of last week 

in parts of Thyolo, Mulanje and Blantyre, the East 
Bank is once again inaccessible by road. There are 
however communities in parts of Nsanje District, 
specifically in the East Bank, that require 
humanitarian assistance in food aid, WASH and 
NFIs. 

 

 To ease access to the east bank, the logistics 
cluster, with support from DFID through the UN 
Humanitarian Fund, will be operating an Airboat 
from Bangula to Makhanga from Thursday the 2

nd
 of 

April 2015. 

 

 MVAC reports indicate that some 616,000 additional 
people will require food aid until mid-year as a result 
of the flood disaster. 

 

 The Displacement Tracking Mechanism update of 
27 March indicates that there are still 162,062 people in temporary shelter sites in six districts of Nsanje, 
Phalombe, Chkwawa, Zomba, Blantyre and Mulanje. 

 

15 
Affected districts 

162,062 
Displaced people in 
temporary sites in 

six districts 

106 
Deaths  

64,000 
Hectares of land 

flooded 

251 
Confirmed cases of 

cholera 

3 
Deaths by cholera 

Situation Overview 
IDPs continue to return to their places of origin amid early recovery preparations. A number of organizations have 
already started providing return and start up kits to returning IDPs. District authorities are also continuously working 
with communities and local leaders to identify alternative land for resettlement for the flood affected populations 
who are unable to return to their lands. 
 
According to the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Committee (MVAC), the food security situation shows maize 
prices are much lower than expected (averaging (MK75/US$0.17/kg) due to a generally good 2013/2014 
production season. It predicts a longer consumption year due to late onset of rains in the 2014/2015 production 
season. The MVAC is currently conducting a market assessment to establish which markets are functional which 
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ones are not. This will help inform what mode of assistance the food security response will adopt. The Agriculture 
cluster says that prolonged dry spells have been reported in several districts across the country which are likely to 
cause reduction of the rainfed maize harvest.  The situation is being monitored and assessed.  
 
 
As of 31 March 2015, 251 cases of cholera were confirmed by the Ministry of Health, with three deaths. Nsanje 
continues to register higher cases than Mwanza, Lilongwe, Blantyre, Dedza and Chikwawa. All cases have been 
identified outside displacement sites and in health centres. All cases are linked to the cholera outbreak in the 
Province of Tete, Mozambique. The first confirmed case of cholera was on 23

 
February 2015. A cholera task force 

has been set up to manage the response to the cholera outbreak which is now spreading more inland. The country 
has not registered any new cases of typhoid. 
 
The shelter cluster is finalizing the DTM round 2 report which is expected to guide humanitarian partners and 
Government of Malawi in provision of assistance and IDP return process. The cluster continues to provide shelter 
materials and shelter return kits to IDPs through the Malawi Red Cross, Care Malawi, IOM and Samaritan Purse. 
The cluster is also continuing to provide camp monitoring and camp management services in the displacement 
sites. 
 
DoDMA will jointly with the Shelter Cluster be conducting sensitization of district councils on the Durable Solutions 
framework which was endorsed by the National Disaster Preparedness and Relief Committee (NDPRC). This 
framework provides a tool for assisting Government and humanitarian / development partners to evaluate 
opportunities for achieving ‘durable solutions

1
’ for disaster affected displaced populations in Malawi. As part of this 

initiative, the government is adopting a dual approach of incentivising IDPs to return to their places of origin, while 
ensuring that return is voluntary and well-informed. In Zingamba village in Phalombe District, for example, people 
are planning to relocate to higher ground, nearer to the road and services like schools, health posts and markets. 
Villagers intend to dismantle their homes brick by brick and rebuild using the same materials once the new land 
has been identified and officially allocated to each family.  
 

UPDATES FROM THE DISTRICTS 
 
Nsanje 
A number of partners are planning to wind down emergency phase operations mid-April and giving way to early 
recovery activities. However, other clusters are still focusing on humanitarian needs. The Inter cluster meetings are 
ongoing. 
 
The cholera situation in general remains under control, though it is slowly moving inland from the Mozambique 
border areas. Cumulatively the district has reported 159 cases and 3 deaths. The DHO in conjunction with 
humanitarian partners are working tirelessly to contain the disease through awareness trainings and campaigns. 1

st
 

phase of cholera vaccinations has started on the island, 160 000 being targeted for the vaccinations. 
 Funding for water trucking to 6 camps extended by UNICEF 
 Care Malawi has received 2 000 tents and NFIs for families relocating from camps 
 DoDMA has sent a representative to the district starting 31 March  
 Tents registration in camps has started  
 IOM and MRCS constructing temporal shelters at new relocation plots for households in Osiyana. 
 Care Malawi providing 446 tents to Households relocating from Chapinga camp, land has been availed by TA 

Mlolo 
 WFP will be operating an airboat for both cargo and passengers to Makhanga Island. 
 
Chikwawa 
So far, 73 cholera cases have been reported in the district while partner-organisations are presently running short 
of funding for emergency response. For this reporting period Chikwawa has reported 49 new cholera cases while 
Nsanje has reported only 29 new cholera cases. The road to the East bank of the Shire River is open although in a 
poor state of repair. Flashfloods resulting from the continuing rains regularly block traffic. Families are gradually 
returning to their villages where possible. Those that remain in camps are often awaiting permanent resettlement 
on higher ground. The sticking points remain the status of the village headman at the resettlement site, access to 
water and sanitation facilities at the new site as well as the prospect of having to trade fertile lowland field for land 
on which to build permanent housing. 
 

                                                      
 
1
 http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2010/04/durable-solutions (April 2010) 

http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2010/04/durable-solutions
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Phalombe 
Four camps have officially closed. 59 camps remain open of which 47 are at schools. At most camps, people move 
back and forth between homes and camps as they begin rebuilding their houses and cultivate their fields where 
possible. Agricultural inputs have been slow to materialize. Shelter kits have been distribute which has allowed 
some families to leave the camps definitively. The District Council reiterates the government position that aid 
should, as of April, be distributed to beneficiaries at their villages and not at the camps. 
 
Zomba 
The World Food Program, through various implementing agencies, will initiate a programme of “Food for Assets” as 
of the month of April. The programme will target the most food insecure in each of the communities affected by the 
floods and will concentrate on building community resiliency through projects that protect homes and fields from the 
effects of severe flooding. 
 
Mulanje 
Most IDPS have left the displacement sites with some already engaging in winter cropping activities using inputs 
salvaged from last year’s harvest. Displaced persons are migrating back to their communities of origin and 
rebuilding temporary shelters where their former homes were located. They are using materials like bamboo to 
make frames over which they add mud wattle. These shelters will allow them to relocate their families and begin 
rebuilding their livelihoods in a more sustainable manner. 
 

Funding 
According to the Financial Tracking Service (FTS) and local sources, as of March 313, 40% of the funding 
requirements presented in the Preliminary Response Plan had been met, so US$ 32.7 million, out of US$ 81 million 
of the initial requirements. DoDMA is keeping an updated tracking of in-kind and cash donations. The information is 
shared regularly with partners in country. 
  
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform DoDMA and the OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - 
http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org  

Humanitarian Response 

 Shelter & Camp Management        Cluster Lead: Ministry of Lands and Housing  Co-Lead: Malawi Red Cross 

Needs: 

 Shelter in the East Bank continues to pose challenges. This impedes their ability 
of partners to give adequate support to the populations still in need of 
humanitarian assistance. For returning communities, many of them are still 
waiting to be allocated family piece of land to build their new homes while many 
still do not have the resources needed to build new shelters. 

Response:  

 Osiyana camp is ready for closure as IDPs have land on higher ground which was allocated during the 2012 
floods. Only 90 Hh are still in camp the rest have moved back to their new plots. 

 IOM is constructing 112 temporary shelters in the new site for displaced people still in camp and other 
vulnerable groups while the Chapinga camp committee is busy negotiating for land for relocation. Malawi Red 
Cross is constructing the rest of temporary shelters for the IDPs. UNICEF will provide the cluster with the 
assessment of damaged schools for consideration in terms of rehabilitation. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Chapinga camp remains without a single tent, 427 households are congested in a small Community Day 
Secondary School (CDSS) brick shelter.  

 Food Security Cluster Lead: DoDMA   Co-Lead: WFP 

Needs: 

 Need to reach out to food insecure populations in the flood affected areas. 

 Need to monitor situation as prolonged dry spells reported in many parts of the 
country likely to reduce food production. 

112  
Temporary shelters 

constructed in relocation 
site 

615,837  
affected  people according 

to MVAC 

mailto:fts@un.org
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Response: 

 DoDMA, together with WFP and implementing agencies in the districts, are working on a “Food For Assets” 
program to be implemented during the dry season. This would serve the villagers who typically experience food 
shortages at this time of year as they await the harvest of their maize crops.  
 

 Agriculture     Cluster Lead: Ministry of Agriculture   Co-Lead: FAO 

Needs: 

 Livelihood support to returning families such as tools and seeds continue to be a challenge for affected 
populations. 
 

Response: 

 The Cluster is providing different types of assistance to around 99,000 households in 15 districts, in close 
coordination with national and district authorities. Targeting activities are well advanced at district level; 
however, additional efforts should be conducted to link agriculture activities with food security cluster and other 
sectors as well.  

 The distribution of agriculture inputs as seeds (particularly sweet potatoes and cowpeas) has started in several 
districts during March/2015.   Also, in Salima 20 Mt of maize seeds have been distributed by COOPI to resume 
agriculture production of households affected by floods. Near 165 additional metric tonnes of maize seeds will 
be distributed by Agriculture Cluster partners in Mulanje, Zomba, Nsanje, Chikwawa, Phalombe, Balaka, 
Machinga and Blantyre to start winter cropping activities during April/2015.   Those distributions will be 
complemented with 42 metric tonnes of beans, 34 metric tonnes of cowpeas, vegetable seeds and tools for 
some of the households affected.  Fertilizers and irrigation equipment will be distributed during April/2015 as 
well in order to favor winter cropping activities; however, the gap for those materials is still substantial. 

 Transport &  

Logistics  Cluster Lead: Ministry of Transport and Public Infrastructure       Co-Lead: WFP 

Needs: 

 The need for transportation of goods and personnel to the East Bank continues to be a challenge especially on 
the islands which remain inaccessible.  

Response: 

 To ease access to the east bank, the logistics cluster will with support from DFID be operating an Airboat from 
Bangula to Makhanga “Island” from Thursday the 2

nd
 of April 2015.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Malawi Defense Force boats have been withdrawn as the water levels in the rivers have become too low and 

may damage the boats and people; trucks are still available and can be booked through the transport officer 

based in Blantyre.  

 Health & HIV    Cluster Lead: Ministry of Health         Co-Lead: WHO 

Needs: 

 There is need to continuously monitor the cholera situation in the country. 
There are a reported 251 cases and three deaths by the Ministry of Health. 

Response: 

 A meeting on Cholera between government officials of Malawi and Mozambique was held on Wednesday, the 
18

th
 of March. They will work together to develop an MOU on what needs to be done in the short, medium and 

long term. 

 Trainings on cholera case management and surveillance in Nsanje, Chikwawa and Phalombe districts are 
expected to start this week targeting 372 health workers in Nsanje, 300 in Chikwawa, 411 in Phalombe.Oral 

251 
Cholera cases reported   
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cholera vaccinations in Nsanje district commenced on 31st March 2015 with at least 3,000 doses given on the 
first day of the campaign.  

 There will be two doses of vaccine given to 160,000 people. Two weeks of social mobilization were conducted 
ahead of the vaccination.   The 105,000 doses of oral polio vaccine from WHO are expected to arrive this 
week. The first dose of the vaccine is scheduled for 30 March to 4 April.    

 In the past week, in Phalombe, Chikwawa, and Nsanje, Population Services International reached 6,179 
people with HIV-related issues 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 

 Protection  Cluster Lead: Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Welfare       Co-Lead: UNICEF 

Needs:           

 There is increase need for community and state vigilance in the face of reports of rape and cross-border 
trafficking between Malawi and Mozambique. 

Response:  

 In partnership with Blantyre Synod, UNICEF reached 77 children with recreational materials and blankets at 
Mitsidi Camp. The community based childcare centre (CBCC) was new to the community so caregivers were 
orientated on service delivery and parents provided positive feedback on its function. Attendance fluctuated as 
families begun to return to their communities. In Thyolo, support is being provided to 3 camps (Masambanjati, 
Chikumba and Molere) all with functional CBCCs and children corners. Orientation was provided to CBCC 
Caregivers.  The total number of children attending the CBCCs is 284 consisting of Masambanjati has 55 (33 
female, 22 male), Chikumba has 171 (101 female, 70 male) and Molere 58 (32 female, 26 male). All the three 
camps have received blankets, CBCCs and CC kits.   

 Through the partnership with Save the Children, children aged 3 to five years continued receiving support 
through CBCC’s in 8 camps in Chikwawa and Nsanje districts.    

  Assessments and support to displaced people camps to prevent and address violence, exploitation and abuse 
of affected children and women were completed at Jombo and Bereu camps in Chikwawa district.  

 In Nsanje district, Save the Children distributed child protection posters at Malaka, Nyachilenda, Khuluvi, Motor 
Engel, Bangula, Mlonda Magoti camps 

 22 women have joined adult literacy classes at Medrum camp; they also received 20 balls of wool and 24 
pieces of crocheting needles.   

 150 women have joined adult literacy classes at Magoti camp.  

 YONECO, supported by UNFPA, distributed 2000 pieces of male condoms at Magoti camp. 
Gender Based Violence: 

 UNFPA supported the erection of 6 tents as ‘Safe spaces’ for pregnant women, girls of reproductive age and 
lactating mothers, 4 at Makawa, 1 at St Paul and 1 at Namatamba camps. 

 Ministry of Gender, Plan, Action Aid, Police, Judiciary, Bwalo Innitiative, with support from UNFPA, established 
18 GBV Committees in the 18 camps of Zomba district. 

 UNFPA provided 468 dignity kits: CAVWOC and YONECO received 234 each to distribute to women in camps. 
Human Resources: 

 UNFPA has continued to support a Reproductive Health Coordinator and Gender Based Violence Coordinator 

who are continuing to work in the field to address Reproductive Health and Gender issues.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 There is limited capacity to identify vulnerable children and refer them to access basic social services. 

 Water & Sanitation Cluster Lead: Ministry of Water Development and Irrigation        Co-Lead: UNICEF 

Needs: 

 Both IDPs and returnees continue to require WASH support in all the flood affected areas.  

Response: 

 With support from UNICEF, a cumulative population of 111,738 people has now been reached with sanitation 
services. The number of people provided with safe water is at 79,770 that is people reached with water supply 
through water chlorination.  
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 Cumulatively, UNICEF has reached 183,717 people in camps, schools and communities in affected districts 
with hygiene promotion on cholera and other diarrhea disease prevention, hygiene and water treatment. This 
has been done in partnership with PSI, Goal Malawi, Concern Universal and CRS/CADECOM.  

 Goal Malawi supported by UNICEF continues supporting construction of latrines in the targeted camps 
reducing the latrine to people ratio, and the number of people reached with latrines is still at 79,452. 

 CRS/CADECOM with support from UNICEF has constructed 10 latrines in the past 7 days reaching a 
cumulative figure of 75 latrines, serving 17,586 people of which 11,770 are school learners. 

 CRS/CADECOM with funding from UNICEF has also dislodged 30 latrines, reducing the latrine to people ratio, 
and 76 washrooms have been completed. 

 CRS/CADECOM with funding from UNICEF continues supporting water trucking and cumulatively 8,437 have 
been reached of which 5,851 are learners in the affected districts. 

 The number of washrooms supported by Concern Universal through UNICEF support is still at 66. 

 Water Missions International completed water reticulation in the 8 sites that it planned (3 in Nsanje and 5 
Chikwawa). The cumulative population reached is still at 35,001 people. 

 The number of people reached is still at 9,462 of which 7,134 are learners. 

 Concern Universal (CU) has been conducting hygiene promotion meetings in close coordination with health 
extension workers (HSAs) and camp coordination committees. CU conducted 33 hygiene promotion meetings 
reaching 2,508 people. 

 Goal Malawi has been conducting hygiene promotion activities using print communication materials and a 
public address system in 25 camps (14 in Chikwawa and 11 in Nsanje), including surrounding villages. They 
gather 15 households at a time. This has been done including in villages bordering Mozambique, where 
cholera cases have been reported. 120 sessions of hygiene promotions have been conducted in Chikwawa 
District. 

 CRS/CADECOM has been conducting hygiene promotion campaigns in collaboration with HSAs, and door to 
door hygiene promotion campaigns in 50 villages in 2 TAs in Phalombe (Kaduya, 30 and Chiwalo, 20). They 
have also been conducting community theatre performances using drama, music and poetry, which have been 
complimented with health talks reaching out to 6,904 people in 19 camps.  

 Radio programming continues – MBC continued broadcasting a 57 second Chichewa language jingle on 
sanitation which was broadcast 4 times daily each on MBC Radio 1 and MBC Radio 2. 

 MSF has constructed 64 latrines at Chikali, 10 at Mchere and 40 at Chigwamafumo 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 With cholera cases now infiltrating inland there should be enhanced collaboration between the WASH and 
health cluster for strategic action.  

 Nutrition   Cluster Lead: Department of Nutrition         Co-Lead: UNICEF 

Needs: 

 There has been a significant increase in the number of children found to be 
malnourished as a result of the floods and poor harvests.  There is need to 
continue monitoring the situation of malnourished children especially under-
five year olds.  

Response: 

 To date, a cumulative total of 4,848 children (boys and girls) suffering from severe acute malnutrition have 
benefited from Community Management of cute Malnutrition (CMAM) program. Overall, treatment outcome 
indicators in therapeutic feeding centres are consistent with SPHERE standards of >75% recovery rate and 
<10% mortality rate.  

 In partnership with the WASH cluster, 1,440 bars of soap and 96 hand-washing buckets were distributed to 12 
nutrition rehabilitation units in the worst affected districts of Nsanje, Chikhwawa, Blantyre and Mulanje in order 
to enhance hygiene and sanitation promotion in CMAM centres. 

 UNICEF partners in affected districts have organised a cumulative total of 195 counselling sessions reaching 
an estimated 2,521 pregnant and lactating women with infant and young child feeding support.  

 Trained health workers and volunteers continue to monitor the implementation of the international code of 
breast milk substitutes with no specific reports of its violation. Six of the 15 affected districts benefited from 
UNICEF monitoring missions reaching 6 camps, 5 hospitals, 6 health centres and 3 warehouses to provide 
technical assistance to district nutrition teams and implementing partners in ensuring quality delivery of 
emergency nutrition interventions. 

52 
Children suffering from severe 

acute malnutrition identified 
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 Education  Cluster Lead: Ministry of Education, Science and Technology       Co-Lead: UNICEF 

 

Needs: 

 As early recovery activities begin to take shape, it is important to ensure that education returns to the centre of 
recovery action. All schools which hitherto were occupied need to be rehabilitated and restored for use by 
learners. 
 

Response:  

 Through real time monitoring (RTM,) a survey has been completed covering 64% of 176 volunteer teachers in 
over 150 schools in 8 districts. Key findings indicate that there has been a drop in enrolment ranging from 1% 
to 32% due to the effects of floods in schools, and the most significant drop of 32% is that of boys in Nsanje 
district. Further analysis of data is ongoing and this information will guide the Education Cluster to re-plan the 
next phase of response.  

 All primary schools closed for the second term on 27 March and classes will resume on 13 April 2015.  

  UNICEF supported Ministry of Education Science and Technology volunteer teacher at Chikali primary school 
in Nsanje district conducted community meetings reaching 80 members in camps to explain his role in 
providing psychosocial support for children and collecting school data for real time monitoring. 

 The 26 Development Aid From people to people (DAPP) volunteers that were deployed and teaching in 
emergency affected schools have completed their two months assignment on Friday 27 march 2015. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Field monitoring reports still indicate gaps in the availability of school tents primarily because District Council’s 
prioritized accommodating flood victims and also the District Education Managers’ provided tents to some 
schools that were not in need of such support.     

 

General Coordination 
The Government of Malawi is leading the response, through the Department of Disaster Management Affairs 
(DoDMA), with support from humanitarian partners, including NGOs, the UN System and donors. The cluster 
system was activated and continues to function while inter-cluster meetings are being held weekly to ensure proper 
operational cross-sector coordination. Clusters / sectors have held meetings in the most affected districts (Nsanje, 
Chikwawa, Phalombe and Zomba). The Office of the Vice President, through DoDMA, is convening meetings of the 
National Disaster Preparedness and Relief Committee to share progress reports on the floods response. The 
Government has established Emergency Operations Centers in Lilongwe, Blantyre, Chikwawa, Nsanje, Phalombe 
and Zomba with the support of OCHA’s Coordination Officers.  
 
The Food Security and Agriculture cluster had a joint meeting where they agreed to have a single registry that will 
ensure affected households are targeted with food and agriculture inputs to enable them resume livelihood 
activities. There is a planned meeting with the shelter cluster so that this single registry also extends to the shelter 
sector. 
 
The Malawi Defense Force (MDF) and Malawi Police Service (MPS) continue to support the humanitarian response 
through National Emergency Operations Centre. These structures are not intended to bypass already existing local 
structures, with District Commissioners continuing to be responsible at the district level. The MDF and MPS are 
also providing operational and logistical support at district level in order to improve coordination of the response. 
Government is also ramping up preparedness efforts in the North of the country where more rains are expected. In 
addition, the humanitarian community is supporting the Government in terms of coordination and response.  

For further information, please contact:  

Mr. James Chiusiwa Director of DoDMA   chiusiwaj@yahoo.com 
Ms. Mia Seppo UN Resident Coordinator in Malawi mia.seppo@one.un.org  

More information on:  http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/malawi 

mailto:chiusiwaj@yahoo.com
mailto:mia.seppo@one.un.org

