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Ukraine faced two sudden-onset emergencies in late June/early July – a 
severe flooding in western Ukraine and a serious wildfire in Luhanska oblast 
in the east. While COVID-19 restrictions have gradually been eased across 
Ukraine, freedom of movement across the ‘contact line’ for half a million 
people living in non-Government controlled areas (NGCA) remained largely 
limited due to the uncoordinated re-opening of the crossing points, 
complicated crossing procedures, and restrictions on who had permission to 
cross. The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the vulnerabilities of the 
conflict-affected people. Almost 8 in 10 families reported having been 
impacted by increased prices of food and hygiene items, additional transport 
costs and loss of household income in less than four months after the 
introduction of the national quarantine measures.1
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* According to FTS as of 20 July 2020. Some donations are yet to be recorded, and donors and partners are invited
to register donations. Funding requirements shown in this snapshot are for the original 2020 HRP and do not reflect 
additional activities and funding required to address the COVID-19 pandemic in eastern Ukraine 

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES 

INCIDENTS AGAINST INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES

28

16%
OPERATIONAL UPDATES 

NUMBER AND LOCATION OF SECURITY INCIDENTS
(MAY-JUNE 2020)

10%

7%

33%

1%

36.7

Cluster not specified 18.3

The Government of Ukraine began to ease the national quarantine measures 
in May, as per the national quarantine exit strategy. As of 16 July, 17 of 24 
oblasts met the criteria to proceed with the gradual easing the 
COVID-19-related restrictions.  Donetska oblast (GCA), despite not meeting 
the criteria due to its low testing capacity, proceeded with the easing of 
quarantine restrictions. The adaptive national quarantine measures are set to 
end on 31 July, but will likely be extended until 31 August. 

Routine vaccination against measles-mumps-rubella among children under 
six has been severely hampered by the COVID-19 national quarantine, with a 
30 per cent decline in annualized coverage rates compared to 2018-2019 data. 
Routine immunization efforts have been scaled-up since late April to maintain 
routine vaccination and post-exposure prophylaxis during the COVID-19 
pandemic. More targeted efforts are required to cover unimmunized 
population pockets accumulated during March-April. Over 57,000 measles 
cases were reported in Ukraine in 2019, representing over half of European 
cases as reported by the WHO Regional Office for Europe.

A tenfold decrease of humanitarian cargos from GCA to Luhanska oblast 
(NGCA) was seen due to the restricted movement across the ‘contact line’ 
related to COVID-19. From April to June 2020, only 20 tons of humanitarian 
cargos have been delivered to Luhanska oblast NGCA, compared with over 
200 tons brought in during the same period last year.
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1.  Norwegian Refugee Council’s Food Security and Livelihoods Assessment, May 2020.

The Ukraine Humanitarian Fund (UHF) has allocated $3.75 million for COVID-19 
response in eastern Ukraine to provide livelihood support to elderly and other 
vulnerable people, to support pilot contact-tracing in GCA, and increase 
COVID-19-related medical response capacity in NGCA.

The Ukraine Humanitarian Fund (UHF) has launched the $1 million allocation to 
improve humanitarian access and strengthen partners’ response capacity in NGCA.
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The World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) have 
provided some $925,000 to COVID-19 response in eastern Ukraine under the global 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) COVID-19 allocation.
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Flooding in western Ukraine: An estimated 40,000 people  were affected 
(including four deaths) by severe floods caused by heavy rain in five regions 
of western Ukraine at the end of June 2020. Urgent humanitarian needs were 
largely covered by local authorities with support from existing operational 
partners on the ground. The region is also significantly affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, accounting for around 40 per cent of the confirmed cases 
nationwide.

Wildfire in Luhanska oblast (GCA): further aggravated the humanitarian 
situation. The fire occurred in the forest areas in the vicinity of the ‘contact 
line’ between 6 and 13 July. As a result of the fires, five people were killed, 54 
houses destroyed, 86 houses damaged, and 5,000 hectares of forest burned. 
The humanitarian community swiftly mobilized emergency relief items to 
support the Government-led response. Further support is being mobilized to 
support the medium- and longer-term recovery of the affected families.
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