
 

 

 

SAVE THE CHILDREN’S RESPONSE IN AFGHANISTAN 

  

JUNE UPDATE 

 

• 24.4 million people, including 13 million children need humanitarian assistance (HRP 2022)  
• 97% of Afghans are at risk of falling below the poverty line this year (UNDP) 
• 18.9 million people (9.2 million children) are projected to face emergency or crisis food insecurity 

between June and November 2022. (IPC - June-Nov 2022)  
• 1.1 million children under five are acutely malnourished (HRP 2022) 
• 5.8 million internally displaced people and returnees remain in some form of displacement – close 

to 700,0000 people were internally displaced in 2021. (IOM and March-November 2022-IPC) 
• 8 million children need support to access education in Afghanistan (HRP 2022) 
• 10 million children are at risk of dropping out of school if teacher salaries are not paid and crippling 

poverty levels continue - (UNICEF) 
• 4.5 million children are in need mental health and psychosocial support - (UNICEF) 
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CRISIS IN NUMBERS  

https://www.undp.org/press-releases/97-percent-afghans-could-plunge-poverty-mid-2022-says-undp#:~:text=97%20percent%20of%20Afghans%20could,UNDP%20%7C%20United%20Nations%20Development%20Programme


 

 

 

SITUATION UPDATES 
• Heavy rainfall across the central, southern and eastern regions of Afghanistan has resulted in the deaths of at 

least 39 people across five provinces, and damaged more than 2,900 houses. 

• A deadly 5.9M earthquake struck Paktika and Khost provinces on 22 June 2022, killing 770 people and injuring 

nearly 1,500.1 

• Rapid reduction in international grant support, loss of access to offshore assets, disruption to financial linkages 

and impact of the Ukraine crisis have led to a major contraction of the economy, increasing poverty and financial 

instability as well as leading to high unemployment and high food and agricultural input prices 

• Per capita incomes at the end of 2022 are expected to be around one-third lower than at end-2020, reversing all 

progress since 2007.  

• The country is facing several disease outbreaks including Covid-19, Measles, Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) 

and Dengue fever.  

• There has been a total of 60,258 measles cases and 352 deaths have been recorded till date.  In addition, 10.387 

AWD cases and 182,168 (7,717 deaths) have been recorded for COVID-19. 

• Afghanistan witnessed unprecedent levels of people on the move between January 2021 and April 2022. Almost 

one -third of all individuals currently displaced were displaced between January 2021 and April 2022 (31%). 
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FUNDING (Sep 21-Dec 22) 

Target: $118 million 

Secured: $66.8 million 

TARGET REACH (Sep 21-Dec 22) 

Total: 2.7 million 

Children: 1.5 million 

REACH TO DATE (Sep 21-June 22) 

Total: 2,552,763 

Children: 1,451,402 

https://savethechildren1.sharepoint.com/what/humanitarian/SCDocuments/Forms/Technical%20Resources.aspx?id=%2Fwhat%2Fhumanitarian%2FSCDocuments%2FAsia%2FAfghanistan%2FAFG%2Dcx%2D19%2FProgramme%20Maps%2FSCI%5FAfghanistan%20Program%20Mapping%5FJuly%202022%2Epdf&parent=%2Fwhat%2Fhumanitarian%2FSCDocuments%2FAsia%2FAfghanistan%2FAFG%2Dcx%2D19%2FProgramme%20Maps


 

 

 

Health and Nutrition 
Since the start of the humanitarian response in September 2021, Save the Children has reached 818,627 people, 

including 299,259 children, with health services and 354,851, including 232,863 children with nutrition services.  

• Our Mobile Health and nutrition teams (MHTs) continue 
to provide lifesaving support to children and their families 
across the country. We have 66 teams currently operating 
across nine provinces, providing primary, newborn and 
maternal healthcare, nutrition and mental health, IYCF 
(Infant and young child feeding) counselling services, 
including treatment for malnutrition, and vital 
immunisation services to protect children from infection 
and disease. In June, our MHTs:  

o Consulted and treated 90,174 people, including 
48,013 children. 

o Screened 32,680 children under 5 years of age, 
and 8,480 pregnant and breastfeeding women for 
malnutrition. Treated 1,224 children with acute 
malnutrition and admitted 3,500 children for 
treatment. 

o Admitted 1,391 pregnant and lactating women in the Targeted Supplementary Feeding Program. 

o Treated 9,511 children for malaria and diarrhoea, and 749 children received measles vaccinations. In 
addition, 4,439 people, including 2,093 boys and 2,346 girls under 5 years of age have been treated for 
pneumonia. 

o Provided antenatal care to 4,372 pregnant women. 

o Due to the increase in measles cases, our MHTs have provided medical support for 114 measles cases in 
Jawzjan, Faryab, Balkh and Nangarhar provinces. 

• Our MHTs also conducted 3,121 health and nutrition education sessions for communities. The sessions included 
information on hygiene practices and information for caregivers on the best feeding practices for infants and 
young children and the benefits of breastfeeding. 19,782 people attended the nutrition sessions and 64,933 
people attended the health sessions. 
 

Food Security & Livelihoods  
Since the start of the response in September 2021, Save the 
Children has reached 431,890 people, including 256,616 children, 
with food security and livelihoods support. 

• Our multi-purpose cash transfers continue to support 
families who are facing the worst impacts of the economic 
crisis and natural disasters. These transfers help them to 
buy food and other essential items. 

• USD $13,431,495 in cash was provided to 104,700 
households across eight provinces since Jan 2022. After 
each cash distribution, our teams conducted post-
distribution monitoring to assess how families have spent 
the cash and to gather feedback on how effective the 
assistance was for the families.  

• Our cash for work scheme is running in Nangarhar, Faryab, 
Sar-e-Pul and Jawzjan provinces. The program provides work opportunities in return for cash for two months. The 
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Afsan* (31) collects a cash grant from Save the Children to 
help his family recover from the earthquake in Paktika 
province, Afghanistan 
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Mohammad* 40 with Ninangyali* 
1 and Samira* 3. Mobile health clinic. Jawzjan. Afghanistan 
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work is focused on constructing infrastructure, such as flood protection measures, rain storage ponds and well 
repair activities. Community members are consulted on what facilities are needed most, so this work not only 
generates income, but it also helps families to take a role in improving their own communities.  

• A total of 850 households received food assistance in Kabul, Balkh and Badakhshan provinces. Each food kit 
contains wheat flour, vegetable oil, pulses and salt. In addition, 196 individuals were trained on livestock 
management in Sar-e-Pul province. 

• After the deadly earthquake struck the southeast region of Afghanistan, a multi-function team was immediately 
deployed to the area, and they worked in coordination with UN and other NGOs in assessment and initial 
response. Our team successfully distributed cash assistance to 2,000 families in the affected area, where each 
family received USD$ 310 (28,000 AFN). 

Shelter, non-food items, and winter assistance 
Since the start of the response in September 2021, Save the Children has reached 91,427 people, including 56,394 
children, with shelter and non-food supplies.  

• Families who have been displaced or impacted by the 
economic crisis have been provided with essentials such as 
children’s clothes, shoes, socks, blankets, warm shawls and 
household and kitchen items. In June, 6,994 people, 
including 4,334 children received non-food items. Families 
were also provided with information on safe hygiene 
practices and COVID-19 prevention techniques. 

• We’ve also distributed 804 shelter repair tool kits to families 
living in makeshift or damaged shelters, or in villages prone to 
flooding with the upcoming rainy season. Each kit contains 
supplies like plastic sheeting, wooden stakes, hammers, a 
shovel, rope, gloves, and a wheelbarrow. A total of 5,679 
people in Badakhshan, Nangarhar, Kandahar, and Faryab, 
provinces were provided with shelter kits in June.  
 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH) 
Since the start of the response in September 2021, Save the Children has reached 546,600 people, including 333,764 
children, with WASH services.  

• We’re helping displaced families, and host communities who 
are cut off from safe water supplies in two provinces to access 
safe drinking water through water trucking. Trucks 
containing up to 10,000 litres of water are delivered to 
communities daily, so families don’t have to resort to using 
dirty water sources as a coping mechanism. In June alone, 
Save the Children provided 31,780 people, including 19,840 
children, with access clean water in Balkh province. Families 
also received information on how to prevent the spread of 
diseases through hygiene practices and drinking clean water.   

• A total of 17,915 people, including 8,038 children, received 
hygiene kits in June. Each kit contains soap, water containers, 
sanitary products, washing detergents and brochures with 
information on hygiene and disease prevention including 
COVID-19 and other preventable diseases.  

• Hygiene promotion: Through the trained hygiene promotion volunteers in the communities, Save the Children is 
running hygiene awareness sessions both at mobile health clinics and at the community-level through group 
sessions and door-to-door campaigns. Sessions focus on personal hygiene, including menstrual hygiene, 
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Desert communities digging wells and collecting rain 
water. Jawzjan. Afghanistan. 
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House hold kit distribution 
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environmental hygiene, food hygiene and the use of latrines. In total, 76,876 people were reached with hygiene 
information in June. 

 
Education 

Since the start of the response in September 2021, Save the Children has reached 276,334 people, including 257,663 
children, with education services.  

• We’re running 2,866 community-based education classes, 
including 34 special education classes for children with 
disabilities (hearing and visual disabilities) and 334 Early 
Childhood Care and Development centres across the 
country to support children who don’t have access to formal 
the formal education system. 28,190 primary school-aged 
children have been enrolled in our community-based classes 
in June 2022.  

• These classes not only develop children’s numeracy and 
literacy skills, they also offer a place of refuge, which is critical 
for children who have faced traumatic experiences in this 
crisis.  

• Our ‘Girls Learning to Teach Afghanistan’ programme is 
supporting girls to gain their teaching qualification to address 
the lack of female teachers across two provinces (Kandahar, 
Nangarhar, and Sar-e-Pul). Female teachers are critical for 
the function of gender segregated schools. This program aims to support 600 girls from their last years of 
secondary school (Grade 10-12) through to their qualification as a teacher. 

• We are also supporting girls in Nangarhar and Kandahar provinces to pass their university entrance exam through 
our Konkur Boost program. In June, 235 girls in grade 11 and 12 attended classes.  

• To improve the quality of our education services, we provided 889 teachers and education support staff with 
training on child rights and protection. 

• As a key barrier to education is children lacking the supplies needed to learn efficiently, we’re also distributing 
education kits. In June, we distributed 27,786 student kits (16,678 girls and 12,345 boys) and 660 teacher and 
caregiver kits. The kits contain notebooks, stationary, and school bags.  

• Our teams are regularly in contact with community members who can engage with families and can advocate for 
addressing other barriers that keep children out of school, and to enrol children in classes, especially girls. We’re 
also addressing other barriers that keep children out of school (like cultural barriers, difficulties at homes, living in 
cut-off communities) by working with community members with strong ties to their local areas, who can engage 
with families and advocate for children to enrol or stay in education, especially girls. 

 

Child Protection  
Since the start of the response in September 2021, Save the Children has reached 33,034 people, including 14,844 
children, with child protection services.  

• In 2022, we’ve set up 30 Child Friendly Spaces across Kandahar, Sar-e-Pul, and Jawzjan provinces and have 
registered 1,233 children in June. These spaces provide children with a safe and protective space to play, learn, 
build resilience and just be children. Our Child Friendly Space facilitators are also trained to provide psychosocial 
support to children who may be struggling with their emotional wellbeing, as a result of the complex challenges 
they are facing. 

• We’re also carrying out case management work. This involves identifying children who are at risk from neglect, 
exploitation, violence or abuse, and developing an action plan to help them to overcome the challenges they face. 
Our case workers work with family members and other key community members where it is safe to do so, like 
teachers and health workers, to come up with long-term, individualised solutions that will ensure children receive 

4-year-old Zainab* attending a class for deaf children, 
close to Kabul 
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the support they need, and families have the tools to keep their children safe and protected. 136 children have 
received this tailored support during June.  

• We have 320 community-based child protection networks running across the country. Made up of trusted 
members of a child’s community, such as parents, teachers, nurses and religious leaders, the purpose of these 
networks is to both prevent and respond to child protection risks at a community level. This involves identifying 
children or families at risk, providing family support or mediating where appropriate, raising awareness on key 
child protection issues, referring cases for specialist support where needed, and advocating to local authorities for 
better services and support. 

 

Protecting Children’s Rights & Futures 
• In June, Save the Children conducted a number of briefings with donor governments, UN member states, and UN 

agencies with a focus on highlighting the child rights issues facing boys in girls in Afghanistan, as well as identifying 
some solutions and specific actions those actors can take to tackle such concerns. We also completed research 
with children, to understand from them what their key concerns are, and to capture their message to the 
international community.  

 
• In addition to the overall child rights situation, we raised specific concerns – including publicly and in the media – 

related to the impact of the devastating earthquake which struck in late June in Paktika and neighbouring 
provinces, affecting as many as 118,000 children. Our efforts focussed on highlighting the need for continued 
financial and technical assistance to the humanitarian response, not just for those affected by the earthquake, but 
the overall humanitarian emergency children in Afghanistan are facing.  

 
 

Being accountable to the communities we serve 
• Accountability: Save the Children’s Feedback Reporting 

Mechanism is in place for all projects and actively 
responding to the feedback and complaints/ reports of the 
communities we are serving for ensuring that all 
community members can raise their concerns and are 
engaged in improvement of our programs. 

• In June, 395 people provided feedback, which we are 
processing and following up on.  

 

 

Stories from our Programme  

On 22 June 2022, a 5.9 magnitude earthquake struck at a depth of 10km in Afghanistan’s south-east in the early 
hours while most people were asleep. The country’s deadliest earthquake in two decades killed around 770 people 
and injured nearly 1,5001. Aftershocks and heavy rains left communities stranded from help in the immediate 
aftermath. 
 
It had been raining the night the deadly earthquake struck Wahid’s* (10) home in south-east Afghanistan. Everyone 
had gone inside where it was dry to sleep. They woke up to the terrifying sound of their roof collapsing, but it was 
too late to escape, and Wahid and his nine siblings – including Monib* (4), Basmana* (12) and Zinab* (8) - were all 
buried alive. 

FRM hotline number distributed to all beneficiaries 
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Wahid’s father, Afsan* (31) dug out his children one-by-one from 
the rubble. Panic tore through him as he could 
hear them all calling out for help.  
 
“We started digging through the destruction, and we saved our 
children one by one. The children were 
yelling for help, and I didn’t know where the yelling was coming 
from. They were saying, ‘I am under the soil, take me 
out of here’, but I couldn’t do anything because everything was 
destroyed, and I didn’t know where they were,” Afsan said.  
 
Luckily, everyone survived. But Wahid and his mother were 
injured. Afsan took them to the nearest clinic for treatment. 
 
 
“My wife and [Wahid] were injured during the earthquake,” Afsan 
explains. “His head was hit hard after the roof collapsed, and I 

took him to the hospital…After coming back from the clinic, I felt sad seeing my house destroyed. I didn’t want to come 
back to my house and see it destroyed, but I had no option because I had my children waiting for me, so I came back to the 
village and started living in my destroyed house. Seeing my house gave me a bad and sad feeling. I was 
severely stressed and so were my family members.” 
 
Afsan worries what the family will do now with winter fast approaching. They’re currently living in a tent, which won’t 
withstand the heavy snow. 
 
 “During the earthquake, I was in the room, and the roof collapsed on me. My head was injured, and my 
father rescued me. I lost some of my friends during the earthquake. I want our house to be rebuilt, and we also need food 
and clothes. I had a very good life before the earthquake, but now my life is bad,” Wahid said.  
 
Save the Children provided cash assistance to 2,000 families in the worst-hit areas. Wahid’s family received a cash 
grant to buy food and other supplies. Cash grants allow families to purchase the essentials most relevant to their 
unique needs and help limit the use of negative coping methods that adversely affect children, such as child 
marriage or selling a child to cover a debt or buy food. 
 
“With the money from [Save the Children], I can buy some food items from market like lose tea, potatoes, onions, tomatoes 
etc. We prefer cash assistance because we can use it for lots of purposes. If someone gets sick in the family, we can treat 
them. We can also buy clothes and shoes for our children because they don’t have anything to wear. We can also buy them 
[their favourite] food,” Afsan said.  

Wahid* (10) and his sister Basmana* (12) shelter in a tent after 
their home was destroyed by an earthquake in Paktika province, 
Afghanistan 
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