
 
 

 
Situation Report 14 – BOLIVIA –FLOODS – 14 March 2008 

 
 
This situation report is based on information received from the Office of the Resident Coordinator, UN Agencies, 
the Bolivian Government, the UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) in Bolivia and OCHA Regional Office in 
Panama.  
  

 
 
SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 
1. While the situation in the flooded department 
of Beni has stabilized and water levels are slowly 
decreasing, in the Department of Santa Cruz, 
uninterrupted rains during 17 hours has increased 
worsened the emergency. Water levels in the Piraí 
Rivers have increased, claiming the lives of eight 
children, and leaving the department partially without 
communication, while destroying houses and 
isolating various communities. The intense rainfalls 
also caused damages in the department’s capital, 
Santa Cruz de La Sierra. 
 
2. An Emergency Food Security Assessment 
(EFSA) is being carried out in coordination with the 
Government and other humanitarian partners in the 
Chaco Region and in the northern part of the 
Department of Beni, as the waters are heading to the 
lower Northern region and are expected to affect the 
cities of Guayaramerín and Exaltación in 
approximately one week.  
  
3. The accumulated number of affected families 
per department is as follows: 
 
 
 
 

Departament Total number 
of affected 
families in 

February 2008 

Total number 
of affected 

families since 
November 2007 

Alert level 

La Paz 13,938 21,911 Roja 
Cochabamba 603 9,940 Roja 
Oruro 1,466 2,731 Naranja 
Santa Cruz 13,460 20,830 Roja 
Tarija 0 801 Naranja 
Chuquisaca 1,250 9,114 Roja 
Potosí 1,265 6,754 Naranja 
Beni 20,323 20,992 Roja 
Pando 974 1,017 Roja 
Total 53,279 94, 090  
 
The following information is available on the number 
of affected school facilities: 
 

Departamento Rural Urbana Total 
La Paz 9 5 14 
Cochabamba 56 0 56 
Potosí 32 7 39 
Beni 239 14 253 
Pando 15 0 15 
Total 351 26 377 
 
4. The total accumulated number of affected 
students of pre-school, primary and secondary levels 
is approximately 33,000 in La Paz, Cochabamba, 
Potosí, Beni and Pando, of which 23,400 are in the 
rural areas. In the municipalities of Loreto, San 
Javier, parts of San Ignacio and north of Reyes, 
classes have not yet started because of the floods. 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 

•   Some 94, 000 families were affected by the floods in Bolivia that claimed the lives of 71 persons.  
•  The situation remains fluid, stabilizing in some parts of Beni, worsening in Santa Cruz with floods 

expected again in northern Beni next week.  
•  Floods are likely to continue through April. There is concern about sanitary conditions in shelters. 
•  Contributions to the Flash Appeal are urgently needed as the emergency continues.  
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Situation per Department 
 
Beni 
5. During the second week of March, the 
situation in the department continues to be serious 
and complex. Yacuma, Ichilo and Ibare rivers are in 
red alert as well as their surrounding areas. Some 19 
municipalities of the department have been affected 
by the floods. 
 
6. It is estimated that water levels will rise in the 
northern zone (the lowest area), because of the large 
water quantities arriving from the central Beni area. 
This situation could particularly affect rural and 
isolated communities, mostly indigenous, living in 
the lower areas of the river basins. 
 
7. Of the total of 430,049 inhabitants of the Beni 
department, at least 88,000 people or about 19,764 
families have been affected. Of those families, some 
5,106 live in shelters. There are 33 shelters in the city 
of Trinidad and 6 in the rural areas. In the city of 
Trinidad, outside of the ring dyke, most areas 
continue to be flooded. Within the city, the soil is 
humid and full of mud. There are a total of 59 water 
tanks and 57 latrines in Trinidad. Only 10 camps, 
assisted by Oxfam, World Vision, Save the Children 
and ADRA, have improved installations of water and 
sanitation. Camps not covered by the support of the 
international cooperation are not sufficiently provided 
with basic services. According to the UNETT 
mission to Trinidad (6-7 March), there is need for 
more latrines and better management of solid waste. 
There is also a need for complementary action for the 
rural areas, including assessments and humanitarian 
assistance. The control of diseases requires constant 
monitoring as water levels are decreasing. 
 
8. A total of 26 health posts have been affected 
by the floods in Beni. WHO/PAHO informed that the 
epidemiological situation in Beni remains under 
control, but more dermatological medication is 
required.  
 
9. On 8 March, the Ministry of Water visited 
Trinidad and provided 1,000 filters to be distributed 
within the Beni department. 
 

10. PAHO/ WHO informs about the need for 
transportation of medical personnel to isolated rural 
communities. 
 
Santa Cruz 
11. Rains in the last few days caused serious 
damages to the municipalities situated along the Piraí 
river. In La Guarda, 300 houses are at risk. In El 
Torno and La Angostura, six persons died because of 
landslides, and the wounded persons were transported 
to the local medical centers. According to the Mayor 
another 120 families are in shelters, camps and 
schools and are in need of water and basic services.  
 
12. The worsened weather conditions during the 
past week have caused the Rio Grande river to rise 
from 2.5 to 3.5 meters, flooding many areas where 
water had receded until 10 days ago. The San Julián 
River has also flooded the western area of San Julian, 
affecting 80 new families. 
 
13. The situation of the 380 families trapped in 
their communities (in San José, Nuevo Amanecer, 2 
de Agosto, Porvenir and Illimani) is also critical. 
After extreme efforts, some men were able to seek 
help in the camps; their wives and children are left 
behind because of the high risks of crossing the deep 
waters and mud. Humanitarian assistance to these 
families can only be provided by air. UNETT has 
contacted the Departmental COE to request urgent air 
transportation. 
 
14. The Colpa Bélgia is isolated because the 
water took away the 80 m long and only bridge that 
connected the sector with the rest of the country. The 
bridge was the only way to access the municipality. 
The Major, Mr. Valdemar Antelo, calculates that 
more than 10,000 families are curerntly isolated. 
 
15. In the department of Santa Cruz, 2,600 
families have been affected by the floods and 1,024 
families are living in shelters, in the municipalities of 
San Julian, Pailon and El Puente. In the last week the 
number of sheltered families has increased, 
particularly in Los Troncos camps.  
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16. A UNETT mission (10-11 March) to Santa 
Cruz collected the following sectorial information 
regarding the situation and needs: 
 
Health:  no breakout of epidemics has been 
reported. In Santa Cruz, an adequate health 
service has been provided to the largest camp 
of Los Troncos; however diarrhea cases have 
increased due to the combination of heavy 
rains, poor waste management and collapsed 
latrines. 
 
Water and Sanitation:  There is a general 
need for more latrines in Beni and Santa Cruz.  
In the camp of Los Troncos there are only 39 
latrines for 2,000 people and most of them are 
full. The frequency of septic tanks evacuation 
must be increased from once to twice a week 
at least.  Safe water is adequately provided 
through municipal pipes. 
 
Food and Nutrition:  WFP can ensure food 
distribution until April. Food is required for 
an additional 5 months in Beni and 3 months 
in Santa Cruz. In Santa Cruz, the camps and 
communities are regularly provided with 
food.  For trapped communities, a one month 
ration could be distributed with many efforts.  
Nonetheless, in some cases food could not 
reach some families due to destroyed roads 
and flooded access; for these families food 
and other humanitarian items must be air 
lifted. 
 
Shelters and Housing:  As the number of 
families in the camps has been increasing, 
there is a need of more tents.  The local 
government is considering the purchase of 
private land to organize a resettlement as there 
is no space to build new tents in Los Troncos 
camps. Los Troncos camp remains 
overcrowded.   Given the recurrent floods 
(third consecutive year), the affected families 
are considering not to return to their 
communities; hence the local government is 
planning to move these families to urban 
areas.  There is a need for technical assistance 
to organize the resettlements. 

 
Education:  Since all the school buildings of 
the affected communities have been damaged, 
temporary school tents have been built in Los 
Troncos camps. Three temporary schools are 
receiving about 600 pre-school, primary and 
secondary school children.  These children are 
attending classes in very difficult conditions 
since all the schools were set up on mud 
surface, while desks and school material are 
lacking. 
 
Agriculture:  Local authorities have reported 
90% of destroyed crops of soy beans, maize 
and sesame (the most important summer crops 
that were expected to be harvested in April) in 
Santa Cruz and 70% in Beni.  There is a 
possibility of planting beans, sunflower and 
wheat from April to June.  However, most of 
the flooded land will remain under water 
probably until late April. 
 
Infrastructure:  Floods severely damaged 
roads and bridges in the Municipality of San 
Julián.  The local authorities need to rebuild 
important roads to the communities in 
addition to at least four bridges.  There is a 
need for technical assistance to design them in 
a more sustainable fashion, incorporating risk 
analysis.  There is also an urgent need to 
reinforce existing dykes and to build new ones 
in order to prevent further overflows.  The 
Municipality is able to provide the necessary 
heavy machinery to do so, but fuel and 
drainage pipes are needed as well as other 
construction materials and technical 
assistance.  
 
Pando 
17. At least 40 affected families in the locality of 
San Lorenzo/Banca Flor live in improvized huts, due 
to a shortage of tents. Families in the community of 
Vista Alegre were evacuated over two weeks ago to 
the road between Riberalta and Puerto Gonzalo 
Moreno after their houses were flooded, however, 
they could not find a place to take shelter. The 
families are supported by the Emergency Operation 
Center (COE) of the municipality, the Civil Defense 
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and the Prefecture, but there is an urgent need for 
tents. In addition, another 12 communities have lost 
their crops. Assesmments on the agricultural loss will 
start in a few days in the various areas of the 
municipality. 
  
La Paz 
18. There are 9 shelters in La Paz, where a total of 
120 families are living. 
 
Cochabamba 
19. In Cochabamba, field monitors reported 
severe damages to crops in the river banks of the Rio 
Ichilo, in the Chapare region. Communities in the 
higher valleys and the highlands (altiplano) have been 
affected by hale storms that destroyed potato and 
wheat crops. 
 
20. WFP distributed 6 tons of food in the 
municipality of Shinaota for 347 families to cover 
food needs for 15 days. In Chimoré, some 12 tons 
were also distributed. Municipalities in the high 
valleys and altiplano, such as Arque, Sicaya and 
Anzaldo, are requesting food aid due to these hale 
storms. WFP plans to conduct further assessments.   
 
Chuquisaca 
21. Recent reports from the Prefecture of 
Chuquisaca inform that there is currently no drought 
in the Chaco Region, rather, in some regions, an 
excess of water. Last December 2007, a local drought 
provoked plagues that destroyed crops.  
 
22. Water infrastructure damages in some 
communities were reported. 
 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSE  
 
23. In northern Beni, the number of affected 
families in remote municipalities is expected to rise 
as water levels are increasing.  
 
24. SEMENA expects the floods to extend until 
mid April, predicting that the shelters will be used for 
at least 45 more days. There is concern about the 
sanitary conditions in the shelters. Even though 
mobile latrines were installed and permanent latrines 
built, the departmental health CEO informed that 

another 51 latrines and 49 water tanks are needed. 
The Departmental Service of Social Management 
(SEDEGES) informed that at least 44 children in the 
Chetequije camp are not attending class because of 
lack of transportation. In addition, containers are 
needed for the disposal of solid waste in the camps. 
 
25. As reported by the Civil Defense on 11 
March, food for 40 affected families were distributed 
to the community of Tumichucua in Riberalta. The 
Minister of the Presidency, together with the 
Commandant of the Joint Command of the Bolivian 
Armed Forces, visited Riberalta and donated a 
generator and 20 fumigation bombs to be delivered to 
the Federation of Farmers in this region. In Santa 
Cruz, the Civil Defense delivered livestock to the 
affected families in the municipality of El Puente. In 
Oruro, an assessment was carried out in the 
community of Santa Rosa, where 60 families were 
affected by hailstorms and food rations were provided 
for 20 days. In La Paz, an assessment of damage of 
various communities in the municipality of Umala 
was also undertaken. 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE 
 
Coordination 
26. The UNETT team meets on a weekly basis 
with government actors and NGOs to coordinate the 
activity of the sector groups (mesas sectoriales) and 
share information. 
 
27. Between 7 and 11 March, the UNETT carried 
out two missions to Trinidad and Santa Cruz to 
identify needs and provide coordination support 
especially to the local UNETT. Local UNETT were 
supported in setting up a reporting system to provide 
consolidated information in needs in the shelters and 
non-shelter areas, and to inform donors on the 
implementations of the Flash Appeal. 
 
Response 
28. In Beni, WFP will initiate on 18 March food 
distribution to shelters in the urban area of Trinidad. 
Two distributions of rations for 15 days in shelters 
are programmed. Some 4.5 tons of food were 
distributed in the municipality of Loreto for 102 
families. Vision Mundial, WFP’s partner in Beni, has 
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distributed 10 tons in the municipality of San Andrés 
to 230 families in 6 communities. Some 15 tons of 
food were delivered by boat to the municipality of 
Loreto to cover food needs of 177 families. Another 
15 days rations of High Energy Biscuits were 
distributed in the same municipalities. Two tons were 
airlifted to the communities of Santa Ana del Yacuma 
for 44 families. The rations for these communities are 
completed with a distribution of 1.5 tons of food. 
WFP is programming joint food distributions with the 
Joint Command of the Bolivian Armed Forces in to 
expedite the delivery and effectively utilize the 
helicopters for logistic purposes. 
 
29. In the area of protection, UNICEF is 
continuing to provide assistance in Santa Cruz, Beni 
and El Alto, with psycho social support and 
monitoring of cases of violence against children and 
adolescents. Plan International, SEDEGES and 
UNICEF are cooperating to optimize efforts in this 
area. There are 10 medical health officials in Beni 
working on these matters.  
 
30. WHO-PAHO mobilized two experts for 
preparedness and response activities; one specialized 
in epidemiology and veterinary diseases, and one in 
mental health. Technical assistance was provided to 
the Health Situation Room. Technical assistance and 
logistics was provided to the anti-rabies vaccination 
campaign. Assessments of damages as well as of 
needs in shelters related to safe water, latrines, health 
care and solid waste were carried out. Water quality 
in cisterns and storage tanks was carried out. A 
training of trainers in mental health and active 
monitoring of leptospirosis testing were held. All 
activities were coordinated by technical staff from the 
Departmental Health Service (SEDES), 
Environmental Health, EMAUT and others. The 
following items were distributed: 

• 4 basic kits with medications from SEDES; 
• a protection kit for the personnel working 

with the reservoirs and tanks (SEDES) 
• Materials for waste dumping management; 
• 30 kits of bio-security for health staff 
• Equipment and office materials for the 

Situation Center, delivered to SEDES 
• Provision of anti-venom for snake bites; 
• 300 kits for leptospirosis testing; 

• And the installation of 25 drinking water 
tanks of 2,500 liters each. 

 
31. UNICEF carried out the following activities: 

• Distribution of 10,000 rations of Nutribebe 
(boxes of 32 units): 60 boxes were distributed 
to Guyaramerín, 60 to Ribertalta, 51 to San 
Ignacio de Mojos, 26 to San Joaquín, 46 to 
Loreto, 59 to San Andrés and 10 to San 
Javier. 

• Distribution of 50 pots, 50 frying pans and 
600 plates with cutlery to the affected families 
in the municipality of Loreto. 

• Distribution of some 2000 water purification 
units in the municipalities of Santa Ana, 
Exaltación, Puerto Siles; 

• Distribution of 700 cans of water (20 liters 
each); 100 to Trinidad, 400 to San Ignacio and 
200 to collect rainwater in Trinidad. 

• Distribution of 110 mobile latrines in urban 
and rural camps in Trinidad; 

• Distribution and installation of 18 school tents 
in Trinidad. Some 10 school tents were 
installed in San Ignacio and 3 in San Javier. 

• Training of 140 volunteers in the management 
of the Backpack of Rights and the Bag against 
Sexual Abuse. Currently, the volunteers are 
providing training to the families. 

• Participation in the logistics of the camp 
census. 

• Installation of 200 family tents (50 in 
Chetequije; 100 in San Ignacio, and 50 in 
Loreto) 

 
32. As an initial response, FAO will provide tools 
for agriculture, small animals, seed and fertilizers to 
the municipality of Loreto destined to 256 families in 
the Río Mamoré and Isidoro communities. 
 
33.    Contributions to the Flash Appeal are urgently 
needed to respond to the most pressing needs as the 
situation continues to deteriorate.  
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For detailed information please contact: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Contact Details 
Desk Officer (New York) 
 
 
 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
GCMS (Geneva) 

Ms. Heidi Kuttab  
 
 
 
Ms. Aoibheann O’Keeffe 
 

Office Tel: + 1 917 367-3365 
Office Fax: + 1 212 963-36 30 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Office Tel: + 41 22 917 4329 
E-mail: okeeffe@un.org 
 

 
OCHA Regional Office in 
Panama 
 
 

 
Mr. Max Bonnel/Douglas Reimer 

 
Office Tel: + 507 317 1748 - 49     
E-mail: bonnel@un.org 
 

Press Contact: (New York) Ms. Stephanie Bunker  
 
 
 
Ms. Christina Bennett 

Office Tel : + 1 917-367-5126  
Office Fax: + 1 212-963-1312  
Email: bunker@un.org 
 
Office Tel: + 1 917 367 8059 
Office Fax: + 1 212 963 1312 
Email:  bennett1@un.org 
 

    (Geneva)                    Ms. Elizabeth Byrs 
 
 
 

Office Tel    +  41 22  917 26 53 
Office Fax    + 41 22  917 00 20 
E-mail:  byrs@un.org  


