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HIGHLIGHTS 
• An outbreak of dengue fever in Mandera, close to the Somali and Ethiopian borders has affected 

about 1,000 people and four unconfirmed deaths are reported 
• In August, the number of admissions for children with severe acute malnutrition nationwide declined 
• Anaemia prevalence among children in the Dadaab camps is above 40 per cent 

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
An outbreak of Dengue fever in Mandera has affected over a thousand people with varying degrees of 
severity, according to the Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation (MoPHS) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO). Four unconfirmed deaths have been reported and some patients are showing 
symptoms of Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever, a more severe and deadly infection.                                                                                  
 
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of IDPs, Chaloka Beyani, ended a nine day 
visit to Kenya on 27 September. He met with UN and government officials, as well as affected 
communities and local authorities in sites of displacement and resettlement in Nakuru and Eldoret towns. 
He commended the commitment and important steps taken by the Government of Kenya on developing a 
draft IDP policy, but emphasized the need to step up efforts towards durable solutions and adopt a 
broader approach that includes resettlement, return and local integration into host communities. The 
choice of durable solutions by IDPs should be informed, participatory, voluntary and safe, and include the 
necessary assistance to rebuild their lives.  
 
The development of the 2012 Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan (the major interagency planning 
and appeal process for Kenya) kicked off during a workshop held on 20-21 September. The meeting was 
attended by over 100 participants from UN agencies, national and international NGOs, Government of 
Kenya representatives, and international donors. The workshop reviewed achievements to date in 2011, 
and looked at current and potential needs and priorities for 2012. While no major change in the current 
situation is anticipated for early 2012, it is expected that there will be some improvements from the long 
rains, but that this in turn will take several months to reduce needs. Participants also agreed that the 
number of people affected by the drought may remain significant, at least in the first part of the year, but 
that the type of assistance could move towards more medium-term interventions such as food-for-work or 
cash-based interventions. In terms of refugees, UNHCR is looking at a potential figure of 550,000 
refugees in Dadaab, and a possible increase in refugees in Kakuma to 100,000. Interventions will 
continue to target vulnerable people in urban settings and seek durable solutions for IDPs. The political 
situation, in light of the implementation of the constitution, the ICC investigations, and the 2012 
presidential elections will be key considerations. Essential to all interventions will be the embedding of 
resilience in humanitarian strategies. 
 
Somali refugee arrivals, January to August 2011: 
 
 

KENYA: NEW SOMALI REFUGEE ARRIVALS 2011 (source: UNHCR) 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Total 

9,958  10,176  11,334  10,636  9,214  32,383  41,334  37,934  162,969  

Kenya Humanitarian Update 
27 September 2011 
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HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE 
 

 FOOD 
 
Food insecurity is affecting 3.75 million people countrywide. The food sector is working with the 
Government of Kenya to scale up distributions to the entire affected population through one coordinated 
pipeline from October.   
 

 NUTRITION 
 
In August, the overall number of admissions for children with severe acute malnutrition declined from 
6,379 to 5,560 cases. However, there has been an increase in admissions in Marsabit, Samburu, West 
Pokot and Laikipia. The drop in the number of admissions could be due to the scale up in emergency 
response and/or the lack of physical access to the feeding centres since the onset of rains. Currently, 
there are 67,374 children with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) in the supplementary feeding program 
and 16,533 children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in the outpatient feeding programme, with a 
further 47 children in stabilisation centres.  
 
There are currently 542 outreach sites and 655 supplementary feeding sites in drought-affected areas for 
the treatment of MAM. An additional 217 outreach sites will be established in the coming weeks to scale 
up MAM interventions. There are an additional 760 outpatient sites for the treatment of SAM.  
 
A assessment will be completed by November to asses current micronutrient deficiencies in children and 
adults. 
 

 HEALTH 
 
Dengue fever: Following the outbreak, WHO has authorized the release of essential drugs, consumables 
and other supplies which were pre-positioned over a month ago. All neighbouring districts have been 
alerted and the public has been advised to seek early medical attention.  A member of staff was deployed 
to Mandera over the weekend to provide support to the District Health Management teams on the ground, 
who are carrying out initial outbreak investigation and response. All Mandera health care workers have 
been trained for Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response (IDSR) with support of MoPHS and WHO. 
Urgent replenishment of drugs and medical supplies is needed. Further technical assistance and 
information needs to be provided to all health workers in the area.  
 

 
 
 
Polio: In response to the outbreak on 30 August, a response plan was developed with MOH, UNICEF and 
WHO targeting 1,014,828 children under five. The vaccination campaign started on 24 and will end on 28 
September in 32 districts surrounding the confirmed case. Several partners including CDC, FELT-
Program, Kenya Red Cross, provincial and district authorities are participating in the program. 
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Dysentery/Acute Watery Diarrhoea/Cholera: In North East Province, the number of AWD cases has 
increased from 118 to 357 since first week of September. All cases were appropriately managed. In the 
three main drought affected regions of Kenya, 37 out of the 93 districts reported bloody diarrhea cases.  
 
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
 
Of the 2.5 million people in need of safe drinking water and sanitation facilities countrywide, an estimated 
2,200,000 people have benefitted from water trucking, borehole rehabilitation and Aqua tab distribution, 
according to a Ministry of Water and Irrigation (MOWI) report. 300,000 people currently have sustainable 
access to water through the rehabilitation and construction of new water sources. Over 20 NGOs, as well 
as government water boards and offices are providing up to 315 health facilities and 200 schools with an 
adequate supply of water and sanitation facilities. Last reported, 43 boarding schools have these facilities 
(17 per cent of UNICEF’s target). 
 
The majority of pre-drought water sources have dried up in Marsabit county, according to a recent 
assessment undertaken by German Agro Action (26 August-6 September). The majority of the population 
relies on water trucking services or sources of water over 20km away. Water trucking for schools and 
health facilities in Marsabit is ongoing.  By 11 September, over 4 million litres of water had been delivered 
to 49 water points benefiting over 8000 school children and patients from 4 health facilities.   
 
Kenya Red Cross also report an increasing distance to water sources across the northern drought 
affected districts. A recent rapid assessment by ACF shows that for one community in Garbatulla Division 
in Isiolo District, the water pan has dried up and householders are paying for water that has to be 
transported from 80 km away. ACF’s partnership with Tyco International, the Clean Water Access 
Initiative, is providing access to safe water for 8,000 people and improving hygiene practices for 12,000 
people in Kenya’s Garbatulla Division of Isiolo.  
 
In Turkana, Marsabit, Wajir, and Mandera, there is a frequent breakdown of water facilities and low latrine 
coverage in target areas. In the case of boreholes, a recently released MOWI report states that low yields 
resulting from poor recharge is an ongoing problem in drought affected areas. 
 

 EDUCATION 
 
In the recent pipeline fire at Sinai Mukuru fire, Jamaica Primary school was burnt together with furniture 
and teaching and learning materials. Education partners Okoa Mtoto, Save the Children and the Ministry 
of Education (MoE) responded to education needs by setting up a temporary learning space, providing 
teaching and learning materials and organizing for volunteer teachers.   

Delivery of boarding school kits is ongoing, including beds, mattresses, and bed sheets, to all 270 
boarding schools in 39 ASAL districts: 30 education kits and 40 ECD kits were dispatched to Turkana on 
16 September. Boarding school management training will begin on 24 September. Primary schools near 
IDP camps in the Rift Valley have requested support to accommodate more pupils. UNICEF is planning 
on sending supplies. 

Effective communication and information management remain the biggest challenges. Recruitment of a 
national sector coordinator has been completed, replacing the Save the Children temporary coordinator.  
  

 EARLY RECOVERY 
 
The Early Recovery Sector is aiming to build long term resilience against drought through diversification 
and maximizing productivity of livelihoods, employment creation and improving economic and human 
security. The International Labour Organisation (ILO) is establishing a project with the Ministry of Labour 
to train government officials on how to conduct assessments on livelihoods diversification, with the 
ultimate aim of providing increased job security and financial stability. German Agro Action (GAA) and the 
national NGO, Eastern Community Development and Humanitarian Organisation (ECDHO), are 
supporting projects with drought resistant seeds to provide more security in agricultural production.  
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REFUGEES 
 
As of 26 September, there were 449,615 registered refugees at the Dadaab refugee camps. There were 
about 37,000 new arrivals for the month of August, down from the July peak of about 40,000. Relocation 
to Kambioos remains on hold since 9 September following objections from the local host community. 
   
Health: Anemia prevalence among children aged between 6-59 months in the three refugee camps is 
above 40 per cent. Of  the  six  suspected  cholera  cases  reported  in  the  Dadaab  camps  last  week,  
three  have  been  confirmed,  all among new arrivals. One case in Ifo camp was an eight month old infant 
who died due to late treatment. Training of community health workers on cholera surveillance and case 
management has been completed. A van with a public address system has been assigned to relay 
information on health issues. Eighty two percent of the refugee population have been vaccinated in the 
mass measles campaign. 
 
WASH: Lack of adequate sanitation facilities. On the outskirts of Ifo camp there are 300 latrines shared by 
20 000 people, of which 100 are reportedly full. Key indicators: 

 
Location Population Water 

provided 
Water coverage Existing toilets Toilet 

ratio 
Cholera 
cases 

IFO1 
outskirts 

12,000 240,000 l/d 15.6 l/p/d 650 1:23 1 

IFO3 23,000 350,000 l/d 18.4 l/p/d 387 (includes 77 
trench latrines) 

1:49 1 

IFO2 12,000 150,000l/d 25l/p/d 479 1:20 Nil 
Dagahaley 
outskirts 

15,000 120,000 l/d 
by water 

trucking + 
piped 

20 l/p/d 669 + 161 full 1:28 1 

Hagadera 
outskirts 

13,000 180,000 l/d 13l/p/d 529 + 120 full 1:40 1 

Kambioos 3,897 40,000 l/d 
trucked 

35.2l/p/d 93 1:12 Nil 

 
 
Education: Education activities have not started in the new Kambioos camp despite partners registering 
over 1,200 children for schooling, due to hostility from local community and absence of WASH facilities. 
  
Protection: A child protection rapid assessment was conducted on 13-15 September led by Save the 
Children. The results are being finalised and released by UNHCR. The security situation around the 
camps remains volatile. 
 
COORDINATION 
The online donation portal for the Emergency Response Fund (ERF) for Kenya has been activated at 
www.rapiddisasterrelief.org, which will now direct users to the new fundraising page for the Horn of Africa 
response, where the public can choose to give either to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
or to the Kenya or Ethiopia ERF. The ERF was established to enable rapid and flexible funding to respond 
to humanitarian needs and facilitate coordination of emergency response activities. The ERF is a pooled 
fund managed under the leadership of the Humanitarian Coordinator with support from OCHA and with 
the guidance of inter-agency review and advisory boards.  The fund is accessible to NGOs and UN 
agencies. 
 
Documentation for the EHRP 2012 planning process is available online at: http://ochaonline.un.org/Kenya 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.rapiddisasterrelief.org/�
http://ochaonline.un.org/Kenya�
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FUNDING 
As of 13 August, $481 million of the requested $740 million has been received for projects in the EHRP 
2011. The table below shows of all sources of external humanitarian funding to Kenya, including bilateral 
aid and other funding outside the EHRP framework, as of 27 September (source: http://fts.unocha.org):  

 
Donor Funding 

US$ 
%  

United States 208,462,074 33.7% 
European Commission 84,433,660 13.7% 
Carry-over (donors not specified) 70,340,837 11.4% 
United Kingdom 32,061,173 5.2% 
Allocation of unearmarked funds by UN 
agencies 

29,993,584 4.9% 

Canada 29,767,324 4.8% 
Japan 29,155,408 4.7% 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 22,701,020 3.7% 
China 20,162,261 3.3% 
Sweden 17,632,610 2.9% 
Australia 14,941,642 2.4% 
Spain 8,656,604 1.4% 
Germany 8,481,347 1.4% 
France 7,932,051 1.3% 
Brazil 5,066,977 0.8% 
Private (individuals & organisations) 4,296,009 0.7% 
Switzerland 4,096,847 0.7% 
Finland 3,777,734 0.6% 
Various (details not yet provided) 3,535,111 0.6% 
Norway 2,288,314 0.4% 
Ireland 1,741,355 0.3% 
Denmark 1,483,675 0.2% 
Belgium 1,430,615 0.2% 
Italy 1,204,188 0.2% 
Korea, Republic of 1,000,000 0.2% 
Russian Federation 1,000,000 0.2% 
Saudi Arabia 744,137 0.1% 
Austria 508,721 0.1% 
Luxembourg 428,572 0.1% 
Allocation of funds from Red Cross / Red 
Crescent 

203,434 0.0% 

OPEC Fund 200,000 0.0% 
Israel 150,000 0.0% 
Allocation of unearmarked funds by IGOs 100,000 0.0% 
Botswana 100,000 0.0% 
Slovenia 28,612 0.0% 
United Arab Emirates 10,096 0.0% 

Grand Total  USD: 618,115,992 100.0% 

 
For further information, please contact:  
 
Aeneas Chuma, Humanitarian Coordinator 
 
Ben Parker, Interim Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa, parkerb@un.org, +254 733 860082 
Patrick Lavand’homme, Deputy Head of Office, lavandhomme@un.org, +254 710 602326 
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