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Operations update n° 2 
 
26 January 2010 

 
Appeal target (current): CHF 432,589 (USD 415,950 or EUR 292,289) has been allocated from the 
Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the National Society in 
delivering immediate assistance to some 30,000 people. Unearmarked funds to repay DREF are 
encouraged.  
 
Summary:  The predicted El Nino rains that began with the onset of 2009 short rains season resulted 
in destruction of property, loss of lives and displacement of hundreds of people in several parts of the 
country affecting populations, some of who have not recovered from effects of drought.  The Kenya 
Red Cross Society (KRCS), through this Disaster Relief Emergency Fund seeks to assist 30,000 persons 
affected by floods for a period of one month, through provision of food and non-food items (NFI), 
search and rescue services, health, water and sanitation services to combat possible disease outbreaks.
 
The Kenya Red Cross Society has distributed a total of 5,882 NFIs and dispatched at least 63,27MT of 
food to various districts countrywide. This operation is expected to be implemented over a period of 
one month and to be completed by 4th February 2010. A final report should be available three months 
after the operation. 

Floods in Nyanza Province
 

                                                                                                

Floods Operations Update

Alleviating Human Suffering 



 

2 
 

2

The Situation 
 
The Kenya Meteorological Department forecast released on 11th January 2010 predicts a reduction in 
the rainfall expected in the country for the latter part of the month. Further studies carried out by the 
organisation reveal that soils in the affected areas are heavily saturated and could lead to water 
runoff even after light showers. Certain areas are, therefore, on high alert due to fears of continued 
flooding and possible landslides. Despite the predictions of cessation of rainfall, the humanitarian 
situation created by flooding in the Nairobi, Southeastern and Western regions of the country 
continues to persist. Threats from flood waters, loss of livestock and food reserves resulting in glaring 
food insecurity and flooded latrines raising the risks of water borne diseases continue to increase the 
vulnerabilities of the affected populations.  
 
Kenya Red Cross Society’s rapid assessments in the affected regions indicate that at least 40 deaths 
have been reported in various parts of the country with at least 30,000 people in dire need of 
emergency aid.  
 
North Rift Region 
 

 
A village marooned by floods in Turkana East 
 
Pokot 
River Turkwel is currently swollen due to rains in its catchment area. This poses a threat as it may lead 
to flooding. 
 
Mt Elgon 
At least 20 families have been affected by heavy rains after their houses were destroyed in Cheptais 
division. No further incidents have been reported as flood waters in the area begin to recede. 
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South Rift Region 

 
Relief aid to people displaced by floods 

 
Narok 
On 18th January 2010, Narok Town was hit by a short burst of heavy rains that caused panic. 
Residents deserted the town for fear of a flash flood. The Kenya Meteorological Department 
indicated that the rains were a result of an isolated local weather system that was specific to North 
Narok.  
 
Elsewhere, over 20 households were affected after strong winds blew of the roofs of their houses. 
The winds also blew off roofs of 5 classes at Nturumuddi Primary School in Mau location of Mau 
Division.  
 
West Kenya Region 
 

 
Flooded section of road in West Kenya 
 
Nyando 
At least 300 families were affected by flooding in Nyando District, West Kenya Region. As a result, 
some 87 households are camping at St Alloy’s Primary School, while 27 others are based at Rae 
Primary School. Despite the recession of flood waters, affected families have not returned to their 
homes and the headmasters of the hosting schools have asked them to vacate.  
 
 
Kisumu 
River Obuso and River Ojuro in Kisumu are currently swollen. As a result, over 21 households living 
near River Obuso have been put on high alert. In the same area, the Chiga-Bwanda-Nyang’ane Road 
was destroyed by floods on 9th January 2010. 



 

4 
 

4

 
Ugenya 
A cholera outbreak is suspected in the area based on assessments undertaken by KRCS health teams. 
At least 18 cases have been reported to date. The sporadic nature of the infections makes identifying 
the source of contamination difficult. However, a stream running through a major market in the area 
is suspected to be the source. Results from a sample taken for analysis from the stream are yet to be 
revealed. Other sources of water in the area include shallow wells, boreholes and piped water (pipes 
are currently dry). Latrine usage is estimated at only 20% despite the availability of latrines in the area 
being 65%. Sensitisation campaigns planned within the region to curb the rate of new infections.      
 
Lower Eastern Region 
 
Kitengela 
Some 50 households were displaced by flood waters in Kitengela, Balozi Valley Village on 9th January 
2010. As a result 10 houses were reported destroyed. Various businesses were also affected. 
 
Kawangware 
In Matopeni Village in Kawangware slums, Nairobi, 41 households were displaced and are currently 
integrated in nearby villages after flood waters entered their houses. The water levels in the village 
are, however, subsiding but could rise if heavy rains resume.  
 
Uthiru 
Floods were reported in Gitwamba in Uthiru after heavy rains on 9th January 2010. Some 20 
households were displaced and are currently integrated in communities and seeking alternative 
settlement. The area is flooded but the water level is subsiding.  
 
Kajiado 
In Kajiado, suspected Cholera was reported on 18th January 2010 in Lenkism Loolakir and Ologululi 
locations of Kajiado District. Two people were reported dead in Lenkism Loolakir District Hospital and 
one in Ologulului. Eight others were reported dead in Namanga.  
 
Kitisuru 
In Kitusuru, Lower Eastern Region, the wall of the Communication Commission of Kenya premises 
collapsed on 15th January 2010, after being damp for long due to heavy rains. The collapsed wall 
reportedly killed one child and injured three others. The injured were rushed to the MP Shah and 
Kenyatta National Hospital.  The KRCS team conducted an assessment in the area and determined 
that eight houses had collapsed. The area Chief also ordered 18 households to evacuate their 
premises as the wall was hanging loosely and there were fears that the same might fall at any time. 
The KRCS team distributed non-food items and tarpaulins to the affected families.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

5 
 

5

Central Region 
 
Thika 
Floods occurred in Gechieki in Kilima Mbogo in Thika District on 9th January 2010 as a result of the 
swelling of Athi River. The flood water displaced 30 households and destroyed farmland. The Thika 
District Commissioner led an evacuation mission for the displaced.   
 
Karai 
More than 40 households are currently displaced in Karai location in Kikuyu Division of Kiambu West 
District, following heavy rains. A KRCS assessment team has been deployed to the area.   

 
Coast Region 
 
Kwale 
Increased water levels in River Umba (originates in Tanzania) caused floods in Vanga Location in 
Lunga Lunga Division of Kwale District. Farms were flooded and maize crops destroyed.  
 
Taita Taveta 
Taita Taveta District was hit by flash floods in Rekeke village and Bahati Village where a child died 
and over 28 households were displaced. In Kasokoni in Challa, Block C in Kimorigho, and Kamlenza in 
Kimorigho canals were destroyed, while the Grogan and Block C canals were filled with silt.  
 
Magharini 
Some 53 families in Dagamra village, Marafa in Magharini District were displaced when River Sabaki 
burst its banks and changed course. The river changed course by 500m on 13th January 2010, 
washing away over 1000 acres of green maize farmland, which was about to be harvested. 
 
The Kenya Red Cross Society responded to the situation by distributing non-food items to the 
affected families. These included tarpaulins, aqua-tabs, mosquito nets, and blankets. 
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Table 1: Number of affected households 
District Number of deaths Number of Affected 

households 
(Average of 5 people per HH) 

Turkana  East 5 4,294 
Turkana Central 3 546
Turkana South  12 

East Pokot 1 30 
Pokot central 5 247
West Pokot  160 

Marigat  737 
Mogotio 1 97 
Rongai 4 73
Kajiado 3 300 
Narok 3 137 

Siaya (Rarieda) 5 101
Nyando  330 

Rachuonyo 1  
Naivasha  150 
Nairobi 4 50
Kericho  7 

Makindu  180 
Kitui 6

Taita Taveta 3 501 
Gando  51 

Kitengela  50 
Kitisuru 1 26

Thika  30 
Karai  20 

Kawangware  41 
Uthiru  20 

Magarini  39 
Isiolo  7 

Rekeke & Bahati villages 1 28
Total 40 8,270

 
Table 2: Areas under flood-related alerts 
Area  Type of Alert 
Narok  Floods 
Taita Taveta  Floods
Nyando  Floods 
KIsumu  Floods 
Tinderet Land slide  
Central Pokot Floods and land slide  
Nairobi  Floods  
Turkana Floods  



 

7 
 

7

Coordination and Partnership 
 
The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) staff and volunteers are working closely with the Government 
line ministries and other stakeholders in conducting assessments to establish extent of damage and 
number of people affected by the floods countrywide. In Turkana, the KRCS team has distributing 
63.27 MT of maize to affected populations on behalf of the Government of Kenya and the exercise is 
still ongoing.   
 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Action 
 
Kenya Red Cross Society has conducted rapid assessments in all regions affected by floods. The 
National Society has also distributed 823 non-food items (NFIs) in South Rift Region, and 4,445 NFIs in 
North Rift Region. KRCS has dispatched water treatment units to provide safe water in the North and 
South Rift regions.  
 
Progress towards Objectives 
 
Objective 1: To undertake search and rescue operations in flood-affected areas. 
 
No search and rescue activities were undertaken during the reporting period. Kenya Red Cross 
Society has also conducted rapid assessments in all regions affected by floods. 
 
Objective 2: To provide non-food items to families affected by floods 
 
The KRCS has distributed 5,882 NFI kits in all the regions affected by floods. Some 4,232 NFIs were 
distributed in the greater Turkana area, 823 NFIs distributed in South Rift Region, 50 NFIs in Lower 
Eastern region and 554 NFIs in Coast region.  
 
Objective 3: To contribute to reduction of excess morbidity and mortality caused 
by floods and landslides by providing preventive public health community care 
and basic clinical services to populations affected and displaced by floods. 
 
Two KRCS health teams in the North Rift and South Rift jointly provided medical care to 755 people. 
Three individuals suffering from dysentery were given referrals for specialised care and treatment. 
Nutritional screening was also provided for children under five, pregnant women and lactating 
mother. Vitamin A supplementation was also provided to children 0-5years old and lactating 
mothers. One Health Kit was also dispatched for use in the Turkana.  
 
More than 1,650 individuals were reached under health education campaigns organised in the 
Turkana area that focused on signs, symptoms and prevention of Cholera, personal hygiene and 
proper solid waste disposal strategies.   
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Objective 4: To provide sustained access to safe water and adequate sanitation 
facilities and hygiene promotion for the flood affected populations 
 
The Kenya Red Cross Society has dispatched Water treatment units to provide safe water in the North 
and South Rift Regions. One WATSAN kit was dispatched for use in Turkana. The KRCS WatSan team 
also disinfected eight shallow wells and distribute 66,700 PUR sachets and 225,800 aqua tabs to date. 
Over 43 pit latrines were sited and excavated in the area. The Society also trained 14 volunteers in 
participatory hygiene and sanitation transformation in emergency response (PHASTER) in the area. 
The volunteers will be instrumental in the promotion of safe practices within the area. 
 
   
Objective 5: Offer logistical support in terms of primary and secondary 
transportation of non-food relief, as well as stock relief items in warehouses in 
the field for easy access by beneficiaries at all times. 
 
Kenya Red Cross dispatched 4,000 NFIs for distribution in the North Rift Region. One Watsan Kit and 
one Health Kit were also dispatched to Turkana. An additional 1800 NFIs were dispatched for 
distribution to the South Rift Region.  
 
Communications – Advocacy and Public information 

 
Kenya Red Cross Society relief activities received adequate coverage and visibility. Staff and 
volunteers were interviewed and featured in the media undertaking various activities in Nairobi, Rift 
Valley and North Eastern Regions that were greatly affected by floods. 
 
The KRCS Secretary General, Abbas Gullet, was interviewed on NTV and KBC TV stations, on the 
floods situation in the country.  
 
The acting Head of Department, Disaster Management, Abdishakur Othowai, was also interviewed 
on NTV on 11th January 2010, on the floods situation and KRCS response. The Society’s activities 
featured on TV channels and radio stations including KBC, Kiss FM, Classic FM, QFM and Kameme, 
mainly on floods news items.  
 
A full page feature on KRCS floods response in Turkana was published in the Daily Nation, while other 
print media carried news items on the same. Floods operation updates were also posted on the KRCS 
website.  
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How we work 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO's) in Disaster 
Relief and is committed to the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response 
(Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. 
 
The International Federation’s activities 
are aligned with its Global Agenda, 
which sets out four broad goals to meet 
the Federation's mission to "improve the 
lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing 
the power of humanity". 

Global Agenda Goals: 
• Reduce the numbers of deaths, injuries and impact from 

disasters. 
• Reduce the number of deaths, illnesses and impact from 

diseases and public health emergencies. 
• Increase local community, civil society and Red Cross Red 

Crescent capacity to address the most urgent situations of 
vulnerability. 

• Reduce intolerance, discrimination and social exclusion and 
promote respect for diversity and human dignity. 

Contact Information  
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  
• In Kenya: Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, phone +254.20.60.35.93; 

+254.20.60.86.81/13; fax:+254.20.60.35.89; email: gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org 
 

 
  


