
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

 

This report is produced by the OCHA Office of the Pacific Islands in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the 
period from 4 to 10 February 2022. This is the last Situation Report for the Hunga Tonga Hunga Ha’apai volcanic eruption 
and tsunami emergency.  

HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 The spread of COVID had a negative impact on the aid delivery 

and further relief and recovery planning. 
 New Zealand provided an additional 9,300 doses of the Pfizer 

vaccine to Tonga; UNICEF supplied 15,000 Antigen Rapid 
Diagnostic Tests to boost laboratory capacity in the Kingdom. 

 The majority of schools – which only reopened on 31 January – 
have been closed again on 2 February 2022 due to the COVID 
lockdown. 

 It is estimated that more than 32,000 children have been 
psychologically affected by the emergency. 

 More than 30,000 people have been reached with WASH 
assistance so far. 

 An estimated 15,000 persons have been reached with health 
assistance and some 10,000 persons with nutrition assistance. 

 Emergency shelter and NFI assistance was distributed to 2,020 
people in most-affected areas. 

 The loss in the agricultural sector is estimated at US$ 17 million, 
according to the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forests. 

 While communication systems have gradually been fixed, the full 
capacity will only be reached in a couple of weeks due to delays 
in repair of the undersea cable. 

 Repatriation flights to and from Tonga to resume next week. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The Tongan Government and humanitarian partners continued to deliver humanitarian relief to affected people. The already 
challenging situation was further complicated by the emergence and rapid spread of COVID-19 which impacted the aid 
delivery as well as the overall response planning by government authorities as well as humanitarian organizations.  

Information received from partners on the ground indicate that most emergency needs have been or are being addressed, 
although there are still some bottlenecks in providing water and other relief items, particularly on outlying islands and other 
remote areas of the Kingdom. Increasingly, aid organizations are moving from emergency relief to (early) recovery and 
reconstruction work. The spread of the corona virus puts additional challenges on an already complex operating 
environment.  
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As of 10 February 2022, 9 am, there are 66 cases of COVID-19 in Tonga. Cases are mostly found in the capital Nuku’alofa. 
The samples of the virus tested in Australia confirmed the spread of the Omicron variant. On 6 February 2022, the authorities 
extended the lockdown until 20 February 2022 for the main island Tongatapu (population of about 74,500; 2021 Census) 
and Vava’u (population of about 14,300 people) and lifting it elsewhere.  

Under the lockdown, shops and essential services are allowed to open on Tuesdays and Fridays from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. for 
the people to restock. The public is urged to follow COVID-19 protocols such as wearing masks, maintaining 2 metres social 
distance, and washing hands. Red zone hotspots include Vaini, Pili, Sopu, Halaano and Fasi, where additional restrictions 
are being enforced.  

The Ministry of Health is leading expanded testing and a campaign for booster or third shots, administering at least 2,000 
shots by 9 February, according to a government press release. With additional people receiving their first and second doses 
of the vaccine, 98 per cent of the eligible population aged 12 and above have received the first dose (75,315 people out of 
76,911 people) and 89 per cent the second dose (68,250 people out of 76,911 people), according to the Pacific 
Humanitarian Team Health and Nutrition Cluster. Booster vaccination coverage for the target population of age 18 and 
above is 13 per cent (8,229 people out of 63,128 people).  

New Zealand provided an additional 9,300 doses of the Pfizer vaccine on 5 February 2022. This donation brings their total 
vaccine donations to Tonga to over 47,000 doses. Another 55,000 doses were committed by Australia and Japan, and 
through COVAX facilitated by UNICEF and WHO. 

Prime Minister Hu’akavameiliku Siaosi Sovaleni announced in a 9 February 2022 press release that the Government will 
support households in the Tongatapu and Vava’u with electricity bills by subsidizing Tonga Power Limited with 
TOP$100 (about US$38) each for all registered households. The authorities will also provide TOP$10,000 (about 
US$3,800) for the three constituencies of Vava’u and TOP$20,000 (about US$7,600) for the 10 constituencies of Tongatapu 
to assist the most affected households, including those not on the power grid.  

The UN Satellite Centre (UNOSAT) released on 4 February 2022 its preliminary building damage analysis and a rapid 
assessment of transportation network conditions of Tongatapu, ‘Eua, and Ha’apai. These comprehensive satellite-derived 
analysis covered 98 per cent of the landmass (366km2 of 372km2), identifying 2,935 buildings/structures with visible 
damages and 463 road/bridge obstacles. Details are available on UNOSAT Live Maps. This damage information 
complements government-led Initial Damage Assessments (IDAs) currently being finalized.  

Repatriation flights to and from Tonga that were suspended due to the volcanic ash clouds are set to resume on 
15 February 2022, according to the National Emergency Management Office (NEMO). Flights from Australia, Fiji and New 
Zealand will initially prioritize stranded citizens and those with critical medical conditions.  Passengers arriving in Tonga are 
subject to 14-day quarantine in government isolation facilities.  

Tonga ranks third in the WorldRiskIndex 2021 after Vanuatu and Solomon Islands with the highest disaster risk worldwide. 
As the people of Tonga recover from the volcanic eruption and tsunami, the Pacific Humanitarian Team and partners will 
continue to extend support with building back better and strengthening resilience, mitigation, risk reduction and 
preparedness.  

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Approximately 50,326 people from 8,388 households need WASH assistance.  
 The National Emergency Management Office (NEMO) reported that Ministry of Lands and 

Natural Resources conducted water testing in Ha’apai and found water to be contaminated 
by sea water in Fonoi, Tungua and Nomuka so they are not suitable for drinking.  

 With the country in lockdown, families affected are in isolation and will need access to basic 
WASH supplies. 

Response: 

 An estimated 30,637 people have been reached with WASH assistance so far, with more than 1,700 people reached 
during this reporting period.  
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 The Tonga Red Cross Society has distributed 86 hygiene kits, water containers and buckets, benefitting approximately 
516 people from 86 households in some of the most affected villages on Tongatapu, Ha’apai and ‘Eua. They have also 
provided nine portable toilets/latrines for use in nine communities in western Tongatapu, benefitting approximately 
1,100 people. 

 Oxfam – through the Tonga National Youth Congress (TNYC) - continued to supply water to ten communities in Western 
Tongatapu with a specific focus on elderly and persons with disabilities. TNYC is providing water to additional 20 families 
with approximate beneficiaries numbering 120 people. TNYC is also cleaning at least one water tank in each school in 
Tongatapu and refilling it with water as requested by the Government.  

 Catholic Relief Services - through Caritas Tonga - is planning to distribute WASH supplies such as buckets, soaps, 
laundry soaps, menstrual hygiene pads, diapers, adult incontinence pads, and masks to 1,000 families in the affected 
communities.  

 UNICEF supports the Ministry of Health with developing a distribution plan for WASH supplies as well as with managing 
information and monitoring WASH Cluster support. Furthermore, upon the request of the Ministry of Health, UNICEF 
will support the authorities with environmental cleaning, latrine construction and the logistics for distributing supplies. 

 Several WASH partners are continuing to raise funds for this emergency, now also covering the response to the COVID-
19 local transmissions. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 An estimated 19,689 people are yet to be reached with WASH assistance.  
 COVID-19 lockdown has slowed down or halted the distribution of WASH supplies.  
 With the spread of the COVID-19 virus, PPEs and other COVID-19 requirements and guidelines may be required for 

healthcare workers and other first responders in the communities.  

 

  Logistics 

Response: 

 Fiji Airways have advised that charter aircrafts will become available to Tonga from next 
week on. 

 A repatriation flight for Tongan nationals is departing from Fiji to Tonga on 
15 February  2022. Passenger and cargo capacity is almost full. 

 The COVID-19 lockdown procedures have impacted the release of cargo from quarantine 
which included the ETC equipment (BGANs and University of the South Pacific VSAT).  

 NEMO has requested 06 additional Mobile Storage Units to support storage capacity at the port and airport and to 
provide storage for three outer islands during the recovery efforts. 

 
Constraints: 

 Storage capacity of humanitarian relief supplies in Nuku’alofa is almost full. NEMO is currently looking for additional 
warehouse space in Tongatapu. It is also planning to pre-position items in the Ha’apai and Vava’u groups of islands for 
being prepared during the current cyclone season. 

 Seaports in Tonga remain accessible only for military vessels. This limits transport options available to humanitarian 
partners to send relief items. 

 

  Emergency Telecommunications 

Response: 

 Three satellite phones dispatched by WFP in Fiji were released from quarantine in Tonga 
on 4 February 2022. The satellite phones have been activated and issued to key 
stakeholders in the Tongan government, including the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, and the Head of the Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster 
Management, Environment, Climate Change and Communications (MEIDECC) to facilitate 
critical information sharing and coordination of the response. 

 Three portable BGAN terminals for connectivity have been released from quarantine in Tonga. One BGAN terminal has 
been activated for use by NEMO. The two remaining terminals are awaiting activation. All three terminals are pre-loaded 
with data provided by Télécoms Sans Frontières (TSF). 
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 USAID’s Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance (BHA) is sending seven ‘Chatty Beetle’ units to assist the Tonga 
Meteorological Service to re-establish the early warning system with the outer islands. A Chatty Beetle is a portable 
Iridium satellite terminal that permits text-based alerts and messaging in remote locations, where communication 
options are limited. 

 NEMO has requested support to set up a High Frequency (HF) radio network in six locations to enable more effective 
communications with outer islands. The ETC cluster is working to source the required equipment and resources with 
partners. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Several logistical challenges are impacting on the timely shipment of equipment to Tonga, including disruptions in global 
supply chains, issues with import levies, and the availability of flights for cargo. 

 The COVID-19 lockdown is impacting on the availability of focal points in the response. However, the lockdown has not 
caused an increase to the 72-hour quarantine period required for communications equipment (yet). 

 

  Protection 

Needs: 

 Around 85,000 people, including about 32,350 children, in Tongatapu, ‘Eua and Ha’apai 
have been affected psychologically. They may be in need of protection assistance. 

 There is a confirmed and significant need for psychological first aid and psychosocial support 
for affected children and adults in the affected communities. 

 Persons living with disabilities require assistive devices. Number of people to be confirmed.  

Response: 

 Total estimated people reached with protection assistance is not yet available.  
 The Tonga Women and Children’s Crisis Centre are providing phone counselling 24/7 during the lockdown.  
 Outreach teams (Ministry of Health, UNFPA, Tonga Family Health Association) plan to continue providing Psycho-social 

Support (PSS) and distribute Pacific customized dignity kits to affected communities (Nomuka, ‘Atata, Mango 
(Longolongo), Tukutonga (Paatangata), Sopu, Ahau and Ha’atafu) once the lockdown is lifted.  

 Church Leaders’ Desk/Ministry of Internal Affairs PSS Core Teams supported by UNICEF will continue to assist children 
psychosocial support activities and provide counseling for both parents and children who are most affected once the 
lockdown is lifted.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Communication remains a challenge, affecting data collection and supply planning.  
 Some aspects of response planning are delayed as IDA data have not been released. 
 Due to the current lockdown, some response activities are placed on hold. 
 

  Food Security 

Needs: 

 Total estimated people in need of Food Security assistance is not yet available.  
 Food sources have been compromised across the nation. A great loss is anticipated to 

occur for root crops and fresh vegetables in the coming three months; made even more 
worse by potentially little rainfall. The total loss is estimated by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Forests of about TOP 38.8m (approx. US$ 17m). 

 Approximately 200 fishing boats have been reported to be damaged across the country. 

Response: 

 Total estimated people reached with Food Security assistance is not yet available.  
 MORDI Tonga released their Hunga Tonga and Hunga Ha'apai Volcanic Eruption Response and Recovery Plan on 

7 February 2022. It lists food security and livelihoods response priorities and objectives including re-establishing 
sources of planting materials, assessing impacts on soil productivity and distribution of agricultural inputs.  

 A number of partners have already commenced their response planning and implementation on the ground, including 
MORDI, FAO, IFAD, World Central Kitchen, SPC and Live and Learn.  
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 WFP has released the findings of their most recent mobile Vulnerability Analysis Mapping (mVAM) survey for Tonga. 
WFP can share these results upon request. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 A complete overview of agriculture-related impacts of the volcanic eruption and tsunami is still pending, along with full 
details of priority needs. 

 Reports indicate that the food supply in ‘Eua, such as flour, sugar, rice, etc., is running low. Incoming cargo has been 
requested to be airdropped to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  

 Partners are reminded to adhere to the Government of Tonga’s biosecurity guidelines on imported food and avoid 
sending pork and pork products which originate from one of the African swine fever (ASF) infected countries as they 
may carry the disease. 
 

  Shelter 

Needs: 

 Data on housing damage are still evolving and are dependent on the official Initial Damage 
Assessment results from NEMO and further needs will be based on these. 

Response: 

 A total of 337 households (2,020 people) in Ha’apai and ‘Eua have been reached by the 
Tongan Emergency Shelter and NFI Cluster.  

 NEMO - as the lead of the Emergency Shelter and NFI Cluster - distributed emergency shelter and essential household 
items to affected households in Ha’apai and ‘Eua. These were items that were received from international humanitarian 
donors: a) 173 households in Ha'apai (Fonoifua, Kotu, Nomuka, Ha’afeva, Lifuka and Tungua villages) received 
109 tents, 109 shelter tool kits, 130 solar lamps, 478 blankets and 203 sleeping mats; b) 12 households in ‘Eua received 
26 tarpaulins, 19 blankets and 02 boxes of clothing. 

 NEMO - with the assistance of the Tonga Red Cross Society (TRCS) - distributed 204 solar lamps to 100 households 
in Ha’apai. 

 TRCS distributed 40 kitchen sets to 40 households in ‘Ohonua village on ‘Eua island and 11 tarpaulins, seven shelter 
tool kits, 18 kitchen sets, and 32 blankets to 12 households in Lifuka village in the Ha’apai. 

 In the coming days, 750 tarpaulins, 420 kitchen sets and 500 solar lamps from the New Zealand Red Cross will be 
distributed by TRCS to most affected households. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The current lockdown has led to temporary cessation of operations for most of the humanitarian agencies in Tonga due 
to the lockdown, which commenced on 02 February.  

 Pacific Shelter Cluster is beginning to receive consolidated data of the distributions that have been completed by the 
Government and humanitarian agencies. However, the lockdown has caused additional challenges in interacting with 
the team in Tonga as agencies must acquire passes to distribute essential relief items.  

 

   Health & Nutrition 

Needs: 

 An estimated 84,000 people need health assistance.  
 A high number of the estimated 25,430 young adolescent girls (10-14 years old) and women 

of reproductive age (15-49 years old) in the affected areas might require dignity kits and 
hygiene supplies. More detailed information is pending IDA results.  

 An estimated 1,470 pregnant women and 1,960 women with children under 12 months of 
age may require additional support such as Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) 
services.  

 Affected children and adults need psychological first aid and psychosocial support. 
 The ultra-cold chain setup and the Readiness Assessment is the priority for the Ministry to receive additional Pfizer 

vaccines under UNICEF-New Zealand procurement.  

Response: 

 An estimated 15,000 people have been reached with Health assistance and 10,000 people with Nutrition assistance. 
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 The Tonga Emergency Medical Assistance Team continues deployments to Ha’apai to maintain health service delivery. 
 UNICEF provided 15,000 Antigen Rapid Diagnostic Tests (AgRDT) to boost laboratory capacity in the COVID-19 

outbreak.  
 Pfizer boosters vaccination and Pfizer second dose administration for children aged 12-17 are underway.  
 On 15 February 2022, UNICEF is supporting the delivery of an additional 7,000 doses of AstraZeneca through the 

COVAX facility. This has been supported by the Government of Japan. 
 UNICEF is providing technical support to the Ministry of Health to receive the frozen Pfizer vaccine deployment. They 

will also support a Training-of-Trainers for Pfizer vaccines, including handling and ultra-cold chain management, which 
is planned for next week. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 No outreach activities due to the lockdown restrictions.  
 Communication remains a major challenge although email access has improved significantly and telephone service to 

the outer islands has been restored. The use of short radio programs to promote health and nutrition, hygiene, 
breastfeeding may be considered as an alternative because of the restricted movement and the lockdown. 

 The Ministry of Health has requested UNFPA to repurpose US$360,000 from the regular programme to finance the 
humanitarian response for sexual and reproductive health.  

 

  Education 

Needs: 

 About 64.3 per cent of schools and Early Childhood Education (ECE) centres in Tongatapu, 
Ha’apai and ‘Eua, representing 66 per cent of the learner population (approximately 
22,430 learners) and 1,432 teachers and staff need assistance.  

Response: 

 Supply clearance and distribution is currently on hold due to COVID-19 lockdown.  
 Majority of schools, which only re-opened on 31 January 2022, have been closed again as of 2 February 2022 due to 

the threat of community spread of COVID 19 and related lockdown. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Lack of immediate information pertaining to affected schools and communities constrains the response planned as 
some of the affected outer islands are very remote and challenging to reach. 

 
 

  Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 Micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) may require financial support to replace or repair damaged infrastructure 
and equipment, and to replenish their working capital, particularly micro-entrepreneurs, women organizations and those 
related to the informal sector.  

 Affected population may need to replace damaged personal documents and certificates (e.g. national identification; 
education, marriage and death certificates; land records).  

 Government entities require support to reach out to the affected communities and provide critical social services, e.g. 
legal advice, psychosocial support, public registry, community consultation and engagement.  

 Damaged community infrastructure requires to be rehabilitated/rebuilt and improved under Building Back Better 
principles (e.g. community centres, community roads, water supply systems, power supply, early warning system 
equipment). 

 
Response: 

 UNDP is supporting the Ministry of Internal Affairs (Division of Women and Gender Equity) to restore social service 
provision. Through the REACH platform, intersectoral missions will be deployed to the affected communities as soon 
as the COVID-19 lockdown is lifted. 
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Gaps & Constraints: 

 The inter-island communication (with limited internet and telephone connections) and transportation remains an acute 
challenge, affecting assessment data collection and restoration of public services. 

 Early recovery interventions will be first based on Initial Damage Assessments (with a focus on addressing the needs 
of women, girls, aged and people with disabilities). However, for ensuring resilient recovery based on principles of 
Building Back Better, it is recommended to combine immediate early recovery interventions with a mid to long term 
recovery strategy leading to resilience and restoration of development pathways. 

GENERAL COORDINATION 

The humanitarian response is being coordinated by the Government of Tonga. The government lead agency is the National 
Emergency Management Office (NEMO).  

The UN Resident Coordinator (RC) is leading discussions on a senior government level. The Tongan authorities, the RC 
and the Pacific Island Forum are considering to jointly convene a Donor Partners Meeting during the week of 14 
February 2022. The results of the Initial Damage Assessments and the national cluster response plans may be released by 
then.  

Discussions by the RC, OCHA and the RCO with the Tongan Government (MoFA and NEMO) are ongoing in regard to the 
possibility to deploy humanitarian and development experts to Tonga.    

The Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT), chaired by the RC, continues to closely coordinate with respective national clusters 
and line ministries. OCHA – as the Secretariat of the PHT – is liaising with its national counterpart NEMO. The PHC Cluster 
Coordinators met on 10 February 2022 to discuss further response and recovery planning. 

OCHA also coordinates relief and recovery assistance with the FRANZ Alliance (France, Australia, New Zealand). The 
alliance which mobilizes military assets of the three nations for emergency relief activities, held its last meeting on 
10 February as the immediate emergency relief phase for them is slowly coming to an end. The three countries will, 
however, continue with recovery and reconstruction activities in close cooperation with the Tongan Government.  

The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), the inter-government organization for Pacific 
environment and sustainable development, has offered the Government of Tonga support to assess the impacts of the 
disaster on Tonga’s environment and appropriate measures to restore it. It is coordinating with the Council of Regional 
Organisations of the Pacific (CROP) and partners to extend coordinated support to Tonga.  

As the immediate emergency phase draws to an e,nd UNDP is in contact with the Secretariat of the Pacific Community to 
provide – if requested – external support for the preparation of a recovery needs assessment and subsequent recovery 
framework. Furthermore, focused on a two-pronged approach – early (economic) recovery and resilience building – UNDP 
and UNCDF are coordinating with the Tonga Development Bank to facilitate the access to fee-free transaction for 
remittances, to provide zero interest rate/interest fee micro or soft loans to affected individuals and SMEs, and to setup a 
credit guarantee facility for higher lending. 

 

FUNDING AND DONOR ACTIVITIES 

In addition to providing in-kind contributions and deploying defense assets in support of the response led by the Tongan 
authorities, donors and international organizations have contributed or committed more than US$32 million in financial 
assistance to the relief, early recovery and reconstruction efforts so far: Asian Development Bank (US$10.5 million), 
World Bank (US$8 million), Papua New Guinea (PGK10 million or about US$2.8 million), USA (US$2.6 million), Japan 
(US$2.44 million), Australia (AU$3 million or about US$2.1 million), New Zealand (NZ$3 million or about US$2.1 million), 
European Commission (EUR 200,000 or about US$228,000), India (US$200,000), China (US$100,000), Norway 
(US$50,000), Canada (CA$40,000 or about US$31,000), and others.  

On 4 February, the Government of Japan announced a grant of $2.44 million to UNICEF (US$1.25 million) and WFP 
(US$1.19 million) to provide WASH, health, food, logistics and telecommunications support.  
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The Emergency Relief Coordinator on 2 February 2022 allocated US$1 million from the UN Central Emergency Response 
Fund’s (CERF) rapid response window for the PHT to provide WASH, Emergency Telecommunications and multi-purpose 
cash assistance to the affected people in Tongatapu and Ha’apai and ‘Eua.  

The Asian Development Bank announced on 8 February 2022 an additional US$500,000 grant from its Asia Pacific 
Disaster Response Fund to help the Government of Tonga provide food, non-food items such as water containers, hygiene 
kits and household items, and clean-up materials. This grant is in addition to the US$10 million contingent disaster financing 
provided on 21 January.  

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking 
Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org ) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

OCHA would also like to thank USAID, DFID, RedR and iMMAP for financial and surge support being provided during this 
crisis. 

Donor Activities 

New Zealand’s HMNZS Canterbury in Nuku’alofa has generated more than 500,000 litres of fresh water as of 
6 February 2022. It also offloaded relief supplies including milk powder, tarpaulins, ladders, water pumps and personal 
protective equipment on 5 and 6 February 2022. The supplies are quarantined on shore for 72 hours before being picked 
up for distribution by the Tongan authorities. An Air Force Hercules was flying to Tonga on 5 February carrying vaccines, 
rapid antigen tests, and equipment to support re-establishing the electricity network.  

Australian Defense Force personnel at the request of the Government of Tonga, is clearing the debris, repairing, and 
stabilizing buildings on ‘Atata island and two other islands. The work should be completed next week.  

Japan’s Air Self-Defense Force delivered its fourth and final batch of relief including 2.5 tons of water and 50 high pressure 
cleaners to Tonga on 2 February 2022. The Maritime Self-Defense Force Ohsumi that departed Japan on 25 January 2022 
docked in Tonga on 9 February 2022, bringing 10 tons of drinking water, 60 high-pressure cleaners, 250 carts, 1,900 plastic 
storage tanks and other relief items.  
 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Peter Krakolinig, Deputy Head of Office, krakolinig@un.org, Tel: +679 999 3499 
Mereoni Ketewai, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, mereoni.ketewai@un.org, Tel: +679 331 6760 
 
For more information, please visit https://www.gov.to/, www.unocha.org/pacific and www.reliefweb.int/country/ton.  

Background on the crisis 
A large eruption of the Hunga Tonga Hunga Ha’apai underwater volcano occurred 65km north of Nuku'alofa, the capital of the Kingdom of Tonga, 
on 15 January 2022, 5:26 p.m. local time. A well-functioning early warning system and successful preparedness activities, including a mass 
evacuation, saved lives. Only four people have been confirmed dead and 14 people injured. The Government reports that an estimated 84,800 
people (84 per cent of the total population of 101,000 people) have been affected by the ashfall and the tsunami rising up to 15m. Initial 
assessment data indicate that at least 293 houses have been damaged or destroyed, the majority in the main island Tongatapu (174 houses). The 
Tongan authorities quickly mounted a relief operation with the support of humanitarian partners. Water, food, hygiene kits, tents and other relief 
supplies are being delivered across the affected islands while power and connectivity are being restored. International delivery of relief has been 
contactless following local COVID-19 protocols.  


