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Cameroon continues to be impacted by three complex 
humanitarian crises: the Lake Chad basin conflict, the North-
West and South-West crisis, and the Central African Republic 
(CAR) refugee crisis. 

In 2022, 3.9 million people are in need of humanitarian 
assistance and protection. Violence related to presence 
of and fight against armed groups, intercommunity 
conflicts, natural disasters, and epidemics, including the 
COVID-19 pandemic, exacerbate the vulnerability, and 
affect the resilience and the recovery capacity of people 
living in Cameroon.

Over 2.4 million people are in crisis or emergency phases 
of food insecurity and over 933,000 people are internally 
displaced. Communicable diseases and other public health 
threats, such as cholera, COVID-19, and malaria, as well as 

lack of access to basic services affect millions of people. 
These shocks also led the disruption of social services and 
weakened social cohesion.

Humanitarian needs are further compounded by structural 
development and socioeconomic deficits that further 
challenge the long-term recovery of people in need of 
assistance, affecting livelihoods, basic infrastructure, and 
the socio-cultural environment.

In 2022, 2.6 million people are targeted by the humanitarian 
response plan (HRP), with projects aiming to support 
internally displaced persons (IDPs), returnees, refugees, and 
host communities. The humanitarian community prioritises 
live-saving assistance and protection interventions, and 
supports livelihood and resilience building, to ensure people 
affected by crises can meet their basic needs.
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DIAMARE, FAR NORTH REGION
IDP children in Diamaré division in host community, Far North
Credit: OCHA/Ariane Maixandeau
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In 2022, humanitarian actors will prioritise for response 
people with inter-sectoral needs at severity 3 (severe) and 
4 (extreme) levels, including, IDPs, returnees, refugees, and 
host communities, in support of Government actions. 
The multisectoral dimension of principled and effective 
response will be reinforced in 2022 through a robust 
intersectoral coordination, with several sectors developing 
joint response strategies. In addition, multisectoral needs 
assessments (MSNA) will continue to provide a holistic view 
of the crises’ impacts and needs in the affected regions, 
improving response programming, while multisectoral 
initiatives, such as the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM), 
are operational in the Far North using a multi-sector 
assessment tool, which facilitates a standardised analysis of 
community needs. 
Protection efforts will be prioritised across all three crises 
and advocacy will be strengthened on the protection 

of populations and respect for and compliance with 
international humanitarian and human rights laws. As crises 
affect girls, boys, women, and men differently, sectors 
will continue ensuring that gender is part and parcel of 
humanitarian assessments and that they have the capacity 
to provide a response that is inclusive and adequate. 
Effective coordination mechanisms and accountability to 
affected population (AAP) will continue to be strengthened, 
as well as Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
(PSEA) and an inclusive response. 
In addition, the humanitarian community will continue to 
reinforce the Humanitarian-Development-Peace Nexus 
approach, which seeks to create synergies and harmonise 
programming between humanitarian, development, and 
peacebuilding interventions, and will continue to advance the 
localization agenda and implementation of its action plan.

RESPONSE PRIORITIES
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PEOPLE TARGETEDSTRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

Reduce vulnerabilities and strengthen 
resilience of 974,000 people 

affected by crisis

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 3

Reduce the protection needs of 
491,000 people affected by crisis

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2

Reduce the mortality and morbidity of 
1.3 million people affected by crisis 

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1
PEOPLE TARGETED BY REGION
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The Protection Sector, including the Child Protection, GBV and HLP Area 
of Responsibilities (AoRs), targets 958,000 people and aims to improve the 
protection and respect of fundamental rights for persons affected by crises. 
It will also contribute to building the capacity of Cameroonian authorities 
and civil society on the protection of affected populations. 
The Education Sector targets 1.1 million people and aims to improve 
protection and safety of children and teachers for a risk-responsive and 
protective learning environment, learning opportunities for more vulnerable 
children, reception capacities of schools and training institutions, inclusive 
education, and the quality of education. 
The Food Security Sector targets 830,000 people and aims to save the 
lives of food insecure people through inclusive, coordinated, and integrated 
assistance, reduce vulnerabilities and strengthen the resilience of people 
affected by the effects of insecurity and climate change. 
The Health Sector targets 1.1 million people and aims to improve access to 
essential health care for the populations affected by the crises. The response 
includes holistic care for GBV survivors and physical and psychological 
care to victims of trauma, ensure dignified and safe childbirth for women of 
childbearing age in targeted areas, and reduce the risk and/or the impact of 
epidemics by early detection and effective response. 
The Nutrition Sector targets 436,000 people. The assistance will support the 
detection and treatment of all forms of life-threatening acute malnutrition 
in boys and girls under 5. It also aims to prevent stunting, wasting, 
micronutrient deficiencies, and overweight of boys and girls under five, to 
protect boys and girls in middle childhood (5 to 9 years), adolescent girls 
and boys (10 to 19 years), and pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers 
from undernutrition, micronutrient deficiencies, and anaemia. 
The WASH Sector targets 1.3 million people and aims to improve sustainable 
access to basic sanitation and safe drinking water for vulnerable people, to 
reduce the risk of poor hygiene-related morbidity and mortality of affected 
population, and to reinforce capacities of local actors to improve WASH 
services and the resilience of affected populations. 
The Shelter and NFIs sector targets 575,000 people and aims to provide 
life-saving shelter and NFI assistance and sustained access to shelter, 
and to support an enabling protection environment and social cohesion by 
improving housing and related community/public infrastructure. 
The Early Recovery Sector targets 800,000 people and aims to strengthen 
the economic capacity of vulnerable persons and households, to empower 
affected people through inclusive economic and environmentally 
sustainable recovery activities, and to strengthen institutional, community 
and individual capacity to improve resilience. 
The Multi-Sector Refugee Response targets 483,000 people and aims to 
deliver protection to refugees in line with international standards, to promote 
and ensure equal access to basic services and infrastructure for refugees 
and host populations. It will also contribute to improve self-reliance and 
social cohesion, to implement comprehensive durable solutions, and to 
prevent and reduce risk of statelessness.
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As of 31 December 2021, 224 humanitarian actors, 
including 12 UN agencies, 36 international NGOs, 150 
national NGOs, 4 members of the Red Cross / Red Crescent 
Movement*, 20 Government actors, and 2 other actors are 
involved in the humanitarian response in coordination with 
the State’s technical line ministries.
The main constraints to humanitarian access in Cameroon 
remain insecurity, poor road conditions, natural hazards 
such as floods and restrictions by authorities or NSAGs 
on the movement of people and assets, including of 
humanitarian workers and other bureaucratic impediments. 

OPERATIONAL CAPACITY & ACCESS

Though the Response and Planning Module (RPM), sector 
coordinators will be able to provide on a monthly basis, the 
results achieved within the framework of the humanitarian 
response. A monitoring report, based on a limited number 
of indicators, will continue to be produced on a quarterly 
basis. Financial resources will continue to be tracked on 
the online platform of the Financial Tracking Service (FTS).

RESPONSE MONITORING

Operational Capacity

Actors by organization type

Others
2

Red Cross and 
Red Crescent 

Movement
4

UN Agencies
12

Government
20

International NGOs
36

National NGOs
150

174
Organizations

UN Agencies

Red Cross Movement *

National NGOs

International NGOs

Government

Others

Organization type by Sector

Protection  110

Education  69

Early Recovery  61

Health  54

Food Security  52

WASH  51

Nutrition  35

Shelter and NFI  31

Cash  11

Coordination  6

Protection: Displaced people will not have 
access to protection services.

• Child Protection: 490,000 children 
will not access mental health or 
psychosocial support. 

• Gender-Based Violence: 10,000 GBV 
survivors will not have access to critical 
GBV life-saving services. 

• Housing, Land, and Property: 1,000 
people will not be able to receive the legal 
assistance required. 

Education: Over 800,000 girls, boys and 
adolescents will not have access to formal and 
non-formal education and will be exposed to 
protection risks.

Food Security: 588,000 food insecure people 
will not receive unconditional food support 
and might resort to extreme negative coping 
mechanisms with serious consequences on 
their nutritional status.

Health: Lack of adequate health services and 
care will lead to excess morbidity and mortality 
among IDPs. 523,000 people will not have 
access to mobile clinics. 

WHAT IF WE FAIL TO RESPOND?

WASH: 1.1 million people will not benefit from 
sustainable access to safe drinking water 
and 573,000 people will not access basic 
sanitation services.

Nutrition: Lack of nutrition services will cost 
lives and will stunt the future of the most 
vulnerable children. 11,400 pregnant and 
lactating women and 99,000 boys and girls 
aged 6 to 23 months will not be enrolled 
in the Blanket Supplementary Feeding 
Programme (BSFP). 

Shelter and NFI: The health, dignity, and safety 
of affected populations will be negatively 
affected. Over 54,706 households will continue 
to be exposed to protection and health risks. 

Early Recovery: Lack income-generating 
activities will lead to the adoption of negative 
coping mechanisms and the dependency on 
humanitarian assistance. 1,500 IDPs and host 
community members will not be provided with 
capital to start their own business, while1,600 
will not be trained on small business 
management skills.

The full version of the Cameroon 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) can be found at:
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/cameroon/document/cameroon-humanitarian-response-plan-2022

*  The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement is operating independently from the Humanitarian 
Response Plan coordination framework.


