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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
 

The relocation of women, men and children displaced by flood to a permanent site resumes amid protests among some community members 
demanding compensation. As at 31 March over 1,849 stands had been pegged at the resettlement site in preparation for relocation. The 
humanitarian response for flood affected community continues but faces funding challenges. Urgent funding is needed to support the immediate 
needs of women and children in water and sanitation, to address protection needs and limit disease spread. Dam levels are increasing across the 
country but Zimbabwe water authority assures that there is no risk of major flooding particularly of Tokwe Mukorsi Dam. 

 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 UNICEF working with partners is reaching more than 2,735 school going age 

children affected by flooding with hygiene promotion, clean water and 

appropriate temporary sanitation. UNICEF has also supported the initial set-

up of temporary learning spaces and the deployment of social workers to 

provide psycho-social support to affected women, men and children. 

 UNICEF response is 12% funded and unmet needs of flood affected children 

include psychosocial support, safe learning spaces and good nutrition. 

 The relocation of women, men and children to the proposed settlement site 

is largely being resisted by families who require secure tenure of land and 

financial compensation before moving.  

 

 

 

Date: 20 March – 4 April 2014 
 

 
2,735 
# of school children affected out of  

14,000 
# of people affected 
(UNOCHA 2014) 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2014* 

US$ 2 million 

 

UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 

 

UNICEF Sector 

UNICEF Target 
Cumulative 
results (#) 

 
Sector Target 

Cumulative results 
(#) 

WASH Indicator: % of population with access to 
communal toilets (at the rate of one toilet per 20 
people). 

70% 51% 100% 
65%  

Education Indicator: 
# and % of school-aged children reached by school. 
 

2,000 2,735 2,930 
2,735  

Nutrition Indicator: # and % targeted children 6-
59 months with Severe Acute Malnutrition 
admitted for therapeutic care. 
 

140 children 6-
59 months 

(Est.) 

 
1 child 6-59 

months 

140 children 6-59 
months (Est.) 

1 child 6-59 
months 

Child Protection Indicator: # and % of separated 
children in emergencies reunified. 
 

100% 
18  

100% 
18  

C4D Indicator: # partner organizations engaged 
and estimated programmes catchment population. 
 

4 partners 
(4) Plan, ACF, 

GAA, 
Childline 
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Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates pending completion of registration - UNOCHA and Census 2012 demographic profile for Masvingo Province).  

Start of humanitarian response: Sunday 9th February 2014 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population (2,800 households) 
 

14,000 6,580 7,420 

Children Under Five (Est.) 
 

882 441 441 

 
To date, a total of 2,399 households (HH) have been registered at Chingwizi and their demographics details analyzed, according to International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM). This is not the total number of displaced households as registration is not yet complete. Registered households 
have the following characteristics: 

 Households (HHs) consist of 11,540 individuals (females 52%);  

 672 HHs are female headed and the remaining 1,727 are male-headed;  

 249 are elderly headed HHs (65+ years) and 2 HHs are child headed (<16 years).  

 there are 468 orphans have lost one parent and 232 orphans who have lost both parents;  

 there are 1,831 children under 5 years of age;  

 128 individuals have moderate disabilities and 59 have extreme disability; 204 individuals are moderately healthy and 59 are chronically 
ill. 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
There are no active humanitarian clusters in Zimbabwe as of January 2014 although the country still maintains a Humanitarian Co-ordinator (HC). 
While an inter-agency co-ordination forum is convened by UNOCHA at national level, the overall co-ordination of the response is through the 
Provincial Civil Protection Committee (CPC) which meets three times a week. Additional meetings co-chaired by the District Administrator (DA) 
and OCHA are also held three times a week (inter-sector). UNICEF participates in most coordination meetings including those within the relocation 
site which include a Water, environment, sanitation (WES) working group, a child protection committee, a health and an education committee. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy 
In spite of limited funding, United Nations agencies, non-governmental organizations, private sector and other partners are supporting the 
government to provide immediate needs of the flood affected population. The Department of Civil Protection monthly national platform noted 
challenges with relocation relating to compensation of families and secure land tenure although some 150 households had so far expressed interest 
in moving to the permanent site following the announcement made on 1 April. UNICEF continues to support the local authorities with the provision 
of water and sanitation supplies, setting up temporal toilet facilities to ensure safe sanitation and hygiene promotion activities.  UNICEF has also 
supported the deployment of social workers to provide psycho-social support to the flood affected women, men and children. UNICEF is assisting 
in the provision of safe spaces for children and learners.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
 
Health & Nutrition: The Minister of Health and Child Care and his Deputy visited the camp with the chairperson of National AIDS Council (NAC) on 
03 April 2014. CARE has supported improvement of infrastructure at the site. A private sector partner, Varichem Pharmaceuticals, donated 
medicines and health commodities, WHO and MoHCC drugs for 6 months and the weekly disease surveillance system is supported by CESVI. 
Funding is urgently needed to meet April to July food requirements. Food supplies depend on private donations and are erratic. Supplementary 
feeding for vulnerable groups is an unmet need WFP and UNICEF are scheduled to train health workers and Village Health Workers (VHWs) on 
nutrition interventions. UNICEF has procured 24,000 packs of Micronutrient powders (MNPs). National healthcare trust Zimbabwe (NHCTZ) 
supplied CSB targeted at children with acute malnutrition and ADRA Zimbabwe is registering under-fives, pregnant and lactating women and Anti- 

Retroviral Therapy (ART) and TB treatment cases for planned distribution of CSB dry 
rations.  
Education: The new site for all the schools in the resettlement area has been identified 
within 25km of the current camp. UNICEF with Plan international are supporting 
shelter for learners (2,735 children including 49% girls) and teachers. Complementary 
support is from Save the children Fund on 200 desks. World Vision, private sector 
partners Mimosa Mine and Toyota Masvingo donated supplies for the school. WASH 
services in schools are still below the standard.  
Child Protection: The UNOCHA Situation report of 4 April 2014 describes a need for a 
more systematic monitoring and mainstreaming of prevention of sexual abuse. 
Limited shelter exposes parents and their children to share one tent, putting children 
at risk of sexual abuse. Department of Social Services (DSS) officers with support from 
UNICEF have been instrumental in mainstreaming and co-ordinating child protection, 
disability issues and old age in all services provided by the various thematic groups. 
Additional roles include PSS, reunification of children, mobilization of households for 

the nutrition survey and registration and profiling of Households. WASH: Coverage of sanitation in the camp is 65% while water supply is 80%. 
Improvements are anticipated in school WASH while clinic services are adequate. UNICEF completed water trucking. Water quality monitoring 
continued at household, water collection and water delivery points. A total of 20 boreholes have been drilled. An additional 16 boreholes were 
drilled at the relocation plots by UNICEF (3), Oxfam (7) and commercial entities N. Richards (1), Infrastructure Development Bank of Zimbabwe (1) 
and MBCA Bank (3) so as to increase the amount of safe water provided to the affected population. Oxfam completed a piped water system at the 
holding camp which is supplying 120,000 litres per day.  

Figure 1: Class in session at the camp (Plan International, 2014) 
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Communications for Development (C4D) 
An awareness and advocacy session was supported by UNICEF with Plan International, Save the Children and Child line for 16 village heads from 
the camp on the importance of children’s education, reporting child abuse cases and access to health for children particularly those on ART. Partner 
ACF has trained 50 health promoters who have carried out two rounds of door to door campaigns of hygiene education including domestic waste 
management. Households were reached on hygiene promotion initiatives, through household visits, drama and mass awareness sessions. The 
hygiene promotion sessions focused on the delivery of key hygiene promotion messages which include the safe water chain, personal hygiene, and 
the prevention of diarrheal diseases among other topics. About 70 Volunteers were trained on Hygiene Promotion Approaches, epidemic 
preparedness and response, malaria prevention and HIV/AIDS mainstreaming. During the reporting period the volunteers reached 700 Households 
through door to door visits. Some 262 people living with HIV/AIDs were identified in the camp (42 were men and 220 were females) and provided 
with counselling and psycho-social support by partner BHASO.  

 

Media and External Communication  
Building on from the media visit facilitated by UNICEF during the week of 17 – 20 March 2014, the Herald noted challenges in provision of school 
infrastructure, teachers and equipment. The reports notes UNICEF, Plan International and other partners’ donation of textbooks 
http://www.herald.co.zw/back-to-school-in-chingwizi. From the same media visit, Dailynews reported on threats of starvation as the as the food 
supply was projected to last up till the end of March 2014 www.dailynews.co.zw. Based on the same visit by local journalists, the ZBC Sunday Edition 
and the Standard Newspaper also highlighted the dire conditions being endured by the people camped at Chingwizi camps. Reports on Chingwizi 
focused on the problems around planned relocation to new land demarcated by Government. Some reports indicate this process to be moving 
ahead well (ZBC 29/3/2014), while others indicate the process has stalled because of wrangling among senior political leadership in the provinces. 
The Newsday (4/4/2014) report alleges political leaders of influencing people to resist government plans to be relocated and further highlights 
wrangling that has resulted in threats to withhold food distribution as a mechanism to force people out of the holding camp. The media also featured 
a report highlighting that Morgan Tsvangirai, the leader of the opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) was barred from visiting the 
camp but was instead directed to forward any assistance he might have to the Government for onward distribution. The media has continued to 
report on food and clothing assistance from various entities the latest being from a company, Tel-One and from a church, Forward in Faith Ministries. 

 

Funding 
Funding Requirements for a period of 6 months 
 

Appeal Sector 
Requirements Funds received* Funding gap 

  $ % 

WASH 425,644 213,144 212,500 50 

Education 496,900 0 496,900 0 

Health & Nutrition 859,400 0 859,400 0 

Child Protection 170,000 20,000 150,000 88 

Total 1,951,944 233,144 1,718,800 12% 

* ‘Funds received’ does not include pledges 

 

Next SitRep: 28/04/2014 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Reza Hossaini 
Representative 
Country Office: Harare 
Country: Zimbabwe 
Telephone: +263 772124283  
E-mail: rhossaini@unicef.org 
 
 

Jane Muita 
Deputy Representative 
Country Office: Harare 
Country: Zimbabwe 
Telephone: +263 772266172 
E-mail: jmuita@unicef.org 

Boiketho Murima 
Emergency Specialist 
Country Office: Harare  
Country: Zimbabwe 
Telephone: +263 772124252 
E-mail: bmurima@unicef.org 
 
 

http://www.herald.co.zw/back-to-school-in-chingwizi
http://www.dailynews.co.zw/
http://www.youtube.com/user/ZimbabweUnicef
http://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe
https://www.facebook.com/www.harareunicef.co.zw
https://twitter.com/UNICEFZIMBABWE
mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org

