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Key Messages
Prices have declined but still remain higher than pre-crisis levels and a considerable part of the population still lack 
resources to access the market.

Political situation has improved however food security is affected by other causes like dry weather conditions which have a 
negative impact on crop production.

2.17 million people require food assistance in the coming months and different agencies agree there will be a very worrisome 
situation in the long term.

The government is assisting farmers through input support programmes.

Background
The total population in 2008 was 12.46 million with an annual the growth rate of 0%. About 40% of the population was recognized to be 
undernourished, while the proportion of HIV among adults was 19% in 2005.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 12462879

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 0%

GNI per capita, $ PPP n.a.

Population below 1$ PPP per day n.a.

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 63%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2005 (WB) 19%

Prices

The liberalized trade of staple cereals has encouraged the flow 
of commodities to deficit areas and contributed to the 
improvement of the food situation compared to the previous 
year. Nevertheless, a large number of rural and urban 
households lack resources to access their food needs from the 
market. Maize retail prices in Harare were stable between Sept 
and Dec 2009 (230 USD/Ton), being in December 39% higher 
than international prices of Maize US No2 Yellow, US Gulf 
(165.81 USD/Ton). Even though prices have considerably 
declined from December 2008 and August 2009 peak levels, 
they remain much higher than 2007 or the beginning 2008.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 40%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 56%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 4%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 46%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 43

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 81%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 19%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

The power conflict between the former opposition parties 
Movement for Democratic Change faction led by Morgan 
Tsvangirai (MDC-T) and Movement for Democratic Change 
faction led by Arthur Mutambara (MDC-M), on the one hand, 
and the government of President Robert Mugabe and his party 
Zimbabwe African National Union - Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF), 
on the other, remained violent. The severity of violence, 
however, abated slightly compared to last year’s anti-opposition 
campaign.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008

Total in the country 3816 4524 3998

Total outside the country 13997 48707 51639

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

No Floods - - -

No Earthquakes - - -

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

http://lprapp08.fao.org:8080/fenix-web/fenix/Fenix.html?openProjectDataset=382028260
http://lprapp08.fao.org:8080/fenix-web/fenix/Fenix.html?openProjectDataset=382028260
http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/index.jsp
http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/index.jsp
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4a013eb06.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4a013eb06.html
http://www.gdacs.org/
http://www.gdacs.org/
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the rainy season, normal to good vegetation 
conditions are generally observed with possible concerns for 
parts of the Maswingo province. The indicator of vegetation 
condition provided below is the relative difference between the 
NDVI for Jan. 2010 and the average of the last 10 years on the 
agricultural zones derived from the GLOBCOVER database.

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Food Security Situation

The Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZimVac) 
estimated that 2.17 million people will be food insecure 
requiring food assistance in the January-March 2010 lean 
season period. GIEWS estimates shortfalls in food production in 
the short term and according to WFP and IFPRI there will be a 
very high and alarming hunger situation in the long term.
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT

Exceptional shortfall 
in aggregate food 
production supplies

Widespread lack of 
access

Severe localized 
food insecurity

FAO/GIEWS
CPFS 2009

The food security situation in both urban and rural areas remains 
stable. Basic foodstuffs remain generally available in most markets 
in the urban centers and some rural shops at growth points and 
service centers. ...more
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SCALE OF HUNGER

Very high 
hunger (>= 
35% 
undernour.)

Moderately 
high hunger 
(20-34% 
undernour.)

Moderately 
low hunger 
(10-19% 
undernour.)

Very low 
hunger (5-9
% 
undernour.)

Extremely 
low hunger 
(<5% 
undernour.)

WFP/2009 
Hunger Map

Extremely 
alarming

Alarming Serious Moderate Low IFPRI/2009 
GHI

Food Balance Sheet

Prospects for 2010 crops are poor due to the prolonged dry 
weather since late December. Cereal production in 2009 was 
about 1.5 million tonnes, 72% above the 2008 production. 
However the deficit in consumption requirements is over 
700,000 tonnes and commercial imports in 2009/10 could 
account for more than 500,000 tonnes.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The government with assistance from donors is implementing 
several input support programmes which have targeted a total 
of 1.3 million communal farmers for the 2009/10 season. 
Agriculture and Irrigation Development Minister has called for 
the urgent release of resources to purchase grain for the 
strategic grain reserve.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Support to input for crop production.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

IN BRIEF: IMF restores Zimbabwe's voting rights
ZIMBABWE: Measles in nearly half of country's districts
ZIMBABWE: "Small House, Big House" showing soon on TV
ZIMBABWE: EU imposes another year of sanctions
ZIMBABWE: Little to celebrate after a year

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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