
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

   
This regular update, covering humanitarian developments from 1 – 31 May, is produced by OCHA Sudan based on 
information from humanitarian partners. The next humanitarian update will be issued in July 2022.  
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
• The Humanitarian Coordinator reiterates the UN 

and partners' commitment to assist the tens of 
thousands of people displaced by conflict in West 
Darfur. 

• Rains and flooding in South Kordofan and White 
Nile states have affected about 2,200 people, who 
are in urgent need of assistance. 

• Sudan is likely to face high humanitarian needs 
through September 2022 due to the 
macroeconomic crisis, below-average harvest, and 
declining household purchasing power. 

• The Humanitarian Coordinator for Sudan 
announced on 30 May a grant of US$20 million 
from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) for food aid in Sudan.  

• As needs increase, humanitarian partners call on 
donors for more support. As of 31 May, the 2022 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) is 15 per cent 
funded. 

 
 

KEY FIGURES 
    

2,200 
 
People affected by rains and 
flooding in South Kordofan and 
White Nile states in May 

84,758 
 
People displaced by conflict 
between January 2020 and 
31 May 2022 

62,355 
 
COVID-19 cases and 4,950 
deaths reported between January 
2020 and 31 May 2022 

$289.8M 
 
HRP funding received as of 
31 May 2022 (15% of total 
requirements) 

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
Through May, Sudan witnessed conflict and related displacement; continued food insecurity; rising nutrition cases, 
and flooding amid limited humanitarian funding. Humanitarian needs are increasing as the country continues to face a 
macroeconomic crisis. The rise in the prices of food and transportation and the local food basket continue impacting 
the purchasing power of the most vulnerable populations. To meet these increasing needs, humanitarian 
organizations in Sudan continue to advocate for early and expedient funding for humanitarian operations.  
 
In West Darfur, tens of thousands of people were displaced due to conflict between 22 – 25 April. They are still living 
in open areas in Kereneik and Ag Geneina localities and need urgent humanitarian assistance. In late May, the 
Humanitarian Coordinator (HC) for Sudan, Khardiata Lo Ndiaye accompanied by the heads of the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and representatives from the World Food Programme (WFP) and the Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS) visited affected communities in Ag Geneina. The HC re-iterated the commitment of 
humanitarian partners to support the people affected and urged all parties to the conflict to allow for the free and safe 
movement of affected people in search of safety and assistance (HC statement). 
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Sudan: a five-fold increase in internal displacement in 2021 – GRID Report 
The humanitarian situation in Sudan 
deteriorated significantly in 2021, as conflict 
intensified and the number of internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) increased to 3.2 
million, according to the 2022 Global Report 
on Internal Displacement (GRID). About 
442,000 internal conflict displacements 
were reported during 2021, more than five 
times the figure for 2020 and the highest 
since 2014. The increase was mainly the 
result of the escalating violence, but better 
access to affected areas also improved the 
quantity and quality of data available, 
painting a more accurate picture of the 
displacement situation. 
 
As of the end of 2021, the humanitarian 
response was underfunded. This, combined 
with deepening insecurity and an uncertain 
political landscape after the military took control of the government on 25 October, represented major barriers for 
IDPs’ pursuit of durable solutions. Around 56 per cent of Sudan’s IDPs have been displaced for more than ten years, 
highlighting the protracted nature of this crisis, according to the GRID 2022  
 
Rains and flooding affect about 2,200 people in South Kordofan and White Nile States  
The government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) reported that several areas in South Kordofan State have 
been affected by heavy rains, including At Tadamon, Dilling, Al Goz and Kadugli localities impacting about 2,200 
people. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reports that heavy rains on 11 May led to flooding in Wakra 
village in At Tadamon locality, where 170 homes were destroyed and another 40 damaged, affecting over 1,000 
people. People have been displaced into nearby open areas. Humanitarian partners carried out a rapid needs 
assessment of the affected area during 15 – 17 May and identified emergency shelter, health, and non-food items as 
the priority needs. In addition, the area lacks access to the most basic social services. The response is being planned 
while some sectors are verifying the numbers for household-level assistance. Earlier on 5 May, heavy rains resulted in 
flooding in Kadugli town, the state capital of South Kordofan. Field teams indicate that two people were killed and 169 
homes (affecting about 850 people) in Hai Tello Eleskan neighbourhood were damaged by the flooding. All affected 
households are currently residing out in the open in the area. 
 
In White Nile State, heavy rains and flooding on 17 May in Abu Aldakhira village in White Nile’s Aj Jabalain locality 
destroyed 20 homes and damaged another 39, according to IOM. In addition, one secondary school was damaged. 
The 59 households affected (about 300 people) have remained in the locations.  
 
The number of people affected by floods in both South Kordofan and White Nile states are pending verification. 
 
The rainy season in Sudan usually starts in June-July and lasts up to September, while in some areas such as South 
Kordofan and Blue Nile the rains may start earlier around May. The rainy season brings much-needed rains for crop 
and livestock farming. It also brings about flooding in parts of the country. In 2021 about 314,500 people across Sudan 
were affected by floods. According to a FEWS NET report, seasonal forecasts indicate that the amount of rainfall this 
year is expected to be average to above average in most parts of Sudan. There is reportedly an increased likelihood 
of a one-in-20-year flood occurring near major river basins in northern and eastern South Sudan and Sudan. Flooding 
is likely to destroy infrastructure, reduce market supplies in affected areas, reduce access to food and income-earning 
opportunities, and increase the incidence of waterborne diseases. In agricultural areas, flooding and waterlogging are 
likely to result in crop losses and reduce agricultural labour opportunities. 
 
Conflict displaces 3,100 people in North Darfur and West Kordofan  
During May, there were conflict-related displacements in two states in Sudan, North Darfur and West Kordofan, 
resulting in the displacement of 3,100 people. On 4 May, armed clashes erupted between the Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF) and an Arab armed group in Tawila locality, North Darfur following an ambush by the Arab armed group 
between Tawila town and Tunjur village. IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), reports that an estimated 1,890 

https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/IDMC_GRID_2022_LR.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/IDMC_GRID_2022_LR.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/iom/dtm-sudan-wakravillage?e=d361c58184
https://mailchi.mp/iom/dtm-sudan-wakravillage?e=d361c58184
https://fews.net/east-africa/sudan
https://fews.net/east-africa/sudan
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/EET%20Tawila%20%28Tunjur%29%2C%20North%20Darfur%20%28Update%20001%29.pdf
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people (315 families) fled the area, of whom the majority took refuge in a nearby village and in Dali and Rwanda IDP 
camps in Tawila locality.  
 
In West Kordofan, conflict erupted between two tribes that started on 21 May following the theft of livestock in As 
Sunut locality on 19 May. Between 21 – 22 May, the conflict spread to different areas in the locality and about 1,000 
people (200 families) were displaced to various locations in neighbouring Al Idia locality, according to the IOM DTM. 
At least seven people were killed and three were injured. On 24 May, fighting between the two tribes spread to An 
Nuhud locality displacing about 250 people (50 families). At least seven people were reportedly killed and two were 
injured, according to the IOM DTM. Field teams report that 48 houses were burned, and the livestock of the affected 
families was stolen. This area is currently inaccessible to humanitarians due to the security situation.  
 
High food needs expected through the lean season (May - October) 
Sudan is expected to face high humanitarian assistance needs through September 2022 due to the macroeconomic 
crisis and below-average harvest driving high food prices and declining household purchasing power, reports FEWS 
NET in their latest food security update. The 2021/22 winter wheat harvest continues across most wheat-producing 
areas of northern and central Sudan. Yields are expected to be below average due to shortages of improved seeds 
and fertilizers, poor irrigation canal maintenance, and increasing costs of electricity. An estimated 600,000 tons of 
locally produced wheat is anticipated to be harvested this season, approximately 33 per cent below the production of 
last year and 13 per cent below the five-year average. The harvest is likely to provide around 23 per cent of Sudan's 
annual wheat requirements, according to FEWS NET.  
 
In addition, the annual Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission (CFSAM) estimates that the total cereal production 
for the 2021/22 summer and winter seasons is around 5 million metric tons, 35 per cent below the five-year average. 
This includes 3.5 million tons of sorghum and 0.9 million tons of millet from the summer season harvest and the 
estimated incoming harvest of 600,000 tons of winter wheat. The available locally produced cereal will provide around 
67 per cent of the 7.6 million tons of cereal needed annually.   
 
The Sudan Strategic Reserve Corporation (SRC) reported that it currently has no cereal reserve in its stores, reports 
FEWS NET. Following the below-average harvest, this would likely leave Sudan with around a 2.5 million ton cereal 
supply gap for the year. To encourage farmers to sell their wheat harvest and build the cereal reserves, the 
government has set the wheat Salam price (the pre-set in-kind payment for farmer debts to the Agricultural Bank of 
Sudan) at 43,000 Sudanese pounds (SDG) per 90 kg compared to 13,500 SDG per 90 kg in 2021. However, farmers 
are concerned that the set price is still unprofitable due to the high production costs and the SDG's devaluation and 
that they may seek to sell their wheat to neighbouring countries to cover their costs and increase profits. 
 
As more people face food insecurity, the Humanitarian Coordinator for Sudan announced on 30 May a grant of US$20 
million from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) for Sudan for food aid. (FAO will receive $12 million; 
UNICEF $7 million; and WFP $1 million for logistic support. The grant will allow the procurement and distribution of 
seeds, provide critical nutrition and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services and support crop protection 
committees to farmers in Darfur (press release).  

COVID-19, hepatitis E, dengue fever, malaria and measles outbreaks continue 
Multiple concurrent outbreaks of emerging infectious diseases that were reported in Sudan in 2021 have continued 
into 2022 including COVID-19, hepatitis E, dengue fever, malaria and measles, reports WHO in its latest 
epidemiological monitoring report released on 31 May. WHO and partners are working closely with the Federal 
Ministry of Health (FMoH) to scale up response interventions to contain the outbreaks and minimize their impact. 
 

https://mailchi.mp/iom/almamsoka-002?e=795cb71e9b
https://mailchi.mp/iom/abdundolkmosabaat?e=d361c58184
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/SUDAN_Food_Security_Outlook_Update_April_2022_final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/special-report-2021-fao-crop-and-food-supply-assessment-mission-cfsam-sudan-21-march
https://fews.net/east-africa/sudan/food-security-outlook-update/april-2022
https://fews.net/east-africa/sudan/food-security-outlook-update/april-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/un-provides-us20-million-food-security-sudan-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/who-emro-weekly-epidemiological-monitor-volume-15-issue-no-12-20-march-2022
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As of 31 May, 62,355 COVID-19 cases with 4,942 associated deaths were reported in Sudan since January 2020. As 
of 15 May, 7 million doses of the coronavirus vaccine have been administered, according to WHO. Hepatitis E (HEV) 
has been reported in Gedaref, South Darfur and North Darfur states. According to the latest WHO report, 2,128 
suspected HEV cases, including 24 associated deaths, were reported in Sudan with a case fatality rate (CFR) of 1.1 
per cent. Gedaref State reported the highest number of cases, followed by South Darfur then North Darfur, with North 
Darfur reporting the highest number of HEV-associated deaths, accounting for 87.5 per cent of all deaths.  
 
The Dengue fever outbreak that started in August 2021 continues. The outbreak has spread to 31 localities in seven 
states with 1,118 cases reported including four deaths, according to WHO. Kassala reported the highest number of 
cases (77.3 per cent), followed by North Darfur (13 per cent) and North Kordofan (7.3 per cent).  
 
Malaria cases have been reported in all 18 states of the country, with nine states crossing the malaria epidemic 
threshold since February. A total of 431,325 cases including 23 deaths have been documented. Of these cases, 69 
per cent were among people above five years. White Nile, Sennar, Kassala, River Nile and West Kordofan states 
have been above the epidemic threshold since the beginning of 2022, while Red Sea, Gedaref, and South Darfur 
states remain below the threshold since the beginning of the year. According to WHO, malaria incidence in the first 
eight weeks of 2022 shows a 15 per cent increase compared to the same period in 2021. 
 
The measles outbreak that started in 2021 continues with cases reported in 15 localities across nine states. The total 
number of suspected cases has reached 1,611. The outbreak started in Red Sea State with 395 cases reported and 
four associated deaths, with most of the cases (93 per cent) reported in Port Sudan locality. Most cases are among 
children under five years, 62 per cent of whom were not vaccinated. Measles spread to East Darfur in early 2022, with 
157 suspected cases detected, including five associated deaths. Most cases were reported in Al Firdous locality. 
Suspected cases were also reported in South Darfur, River Nile, Northern State, White Nile, West Darfur, North 
Darfur, Blue Nile and Khartoum states. Vaccination coverage in Sudan for first and second measles vaccines are 78 
per cent and 60 per cent respectively. No locality reached 95 per cent coverage for the second vaccine dose. 
 
Sudan hosts one of the largest refugee populations in Africa 
Sudan hosts one of the largest refugee 
populations in Africa, with South Sudanese 
making up the majority. Many others fled 
violence and persecution in neighbouring 
countries, including Eritrea, the Central African 
Republic, Ethiopia, and Chad, but also the wars 
in Syria and Yemen pushed people to seek 
safety in Sudan. Over 1.1 million refugees and 
asylum seekers are currently in Sudan, of whom 
20,140 arrived in 2022 and 14,663 are 
unaccompanied and separated children. 
According to the UNHCR population dashboard, 
53 per cent of refugee and asylum seeker 
households are headed by women, while 1 per 
cent are headed by children. About 63 per cent 
of the refugee live out of camps in host 
communities and urban areas, while the 
remaining 37 per cent live in 24 camps (10 in 
eastern Sudan; 1 in Blue Nile; 10 in White Nile; 
2 in East Darfur; and 1 in Central Darfur). 
 
Humanitarian funding for Sudan 
The funding for the 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) for Sudan is low. The Financial Tracking System (FTS) 
for Sudan shows that as of 31 May, the 2022 HRP has received US$289.8 million or 15 per cent of the $1.94 billion 
requirement, leaving a gap of $1.65 billion. Humanitarian partners appreciate the support received from donors so far 
and appeal for more, to reach the most vulnerable populations with much needed life-saving assistance amid a 
growing severity of need.   

For further information, please contact:  
Sofie Karlsson, Head of Communications and Analysis, OCHA Sudan, karlsson2@un.org, Tel: +249 (0) 912 17 44 56  
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org or Reliefweb  

https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-population-dashboard-overview-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-sudan-30-april-2022
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1068/summary
mailto:karlsson2@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
https://reliefweb.int/country/sdn

