
El Niño: OVERVIEW OF IMPACT, PROJECTED 
HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE

The 2015-2016 El Niño has passed 
its peak but it remains strong and 
will continue to influence the global 
climate. It is expected to weaken 
in the coming months and fade 
away during the second quarter of 
2016. The World Meteorological 
Organization states that models 
indicate a return to an El Niño neu-
tral state during the second quarter 
of 2016. Meanwhile, strong El Niño 
conditions are quite likely through 
March-April. It is too early to predict 
if there will then be a swing to La 
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Many countries have responded to 
the impacts of El Niño conditions by 
declaring national, regional or local 
states of emergency. These have 
been variously translated as states 
of disaster, calamity and emergency, 
and each has a specific set of mean-
ings based on their country context. 
Of the countries of greatest human-

itarian concern , six have declared a 
national state of emergency (SoE), 
including three in February. In 2015, 
Honduras, Guatemala and Lesotho 
had declared an SoE, and on 2 Feb-
ruary the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands declared an SoE, followed 
by Zimbabwe on 5 February and 
Swaziland on 18 February. Many 

      El Niño States of Emergency

2.7m
people affected 
by drought, frost 
and bush fires in 
Papua New 
Guinea.

3.6m
people affected 
by food insecu-
rity in Haiti.
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Niña (the opposite of El Niño). The 
2015-16 El Niño has started to 
decline in strength, but this does 
not mean that its impacts will 
diminish. 

The peak three-month average 
strength of this El Niño, in terms of 
sea surface temperature anomalies 
observed during the final quarter 
of 2015, make this event compara-
ble to the very strong 1982-83 and 
1997-98 El Niño events. However, 
the strength of an El Niño event 

does not necessarily closely cor-
respond to its effects on regional 
climate. At the regional level, sea-
sonal outlooks need to assess the 
relative impacts of both the El Niño/
La Niña state and other locally rel-
evant climate drivers. The ongoing 
El Niño will continue to influence 
temperature and precipitation pat-
terns causing weather and climate 
extreme events in different parts of 
the world, affecting health, water 
supply and food security, for as long 
as two years.

countries also have declared an SoE 
in particular regions, including the 
USA, South Africa, Colombia, the 
Philippines and Bolivia. Others have 
announced that they are in the early 
stages of a declaration. For instance 
Mozambique is on ‘orange alert’, 
while Ecuador declared a state of 
exception in November 2015.

One  
Million 

children in need of 
treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition in 
Eastern and
Southern Africa

Data Source: 
International Research 
Institute for Climate and 
Society
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Impact and Responses by Region
Does El Niño affect cyclones?
El Niño affects cyclones but does 
not cause them directly. El Niño is 
related to the movement of warm 
water in the Pacific Ocean, and so 
it has implications for the number, 
severity and range of cyclones. Dur-
ing El Niño events, cyclones typical-
ly form and track further east in the 
South Pacific. Warmer-than-average 
water further east in the equatorial 
Pacific Ocean means that cyclones 
can form in a larger area, expand-
ing further to the central Pacific. 
These cyclones tend to spend more 

time travelling over warm water be-
fore reaching land, gathering extra 
strength along the way. Average 
cyclone tracks are usually longer 
during El Niño. 

In the South Pacific, east of the 
longitude 170⁰ east (to the west of 
Fiji), more tropical cyclones can be 
expected during El Niño and fewer 
during La Niña. Eastward of that 
line is the opposite; more cyclones 
occur during La Niña and fewer 
during El Niño. Fiji lies between 

these zones, so it receives both. The 
rain associated with cyclonic activity 
generally only offers a temporary 
reprieve from drought conditions. 
This type of rainfall is usually heavy 
and short lived and can cause ero-
sion of drought-degraded soils. 
The usefulness of the type of rain 
will depend on whether it falls in 
drought-affected locations and/
or is captured in fully functioning 
water-collection schemes.

Warmer than 
average water 
further east...

...means cyclones 
spending more 
time gathering 
strength before 
reaching land 



Impact and Responses by Region
How does El Niño affect children?
El Niño affects global temperature 
and precipitation patterns, and in 
turn these effects are delivered 
through local weather and climate 
extreme events. These climate 
events may have negative effects on 
people’s lives, and children are often 
particularly vulnerable.

Almost 1 million children need 
treatment for severe acute malnutri-
tion (SAM) in Eastern and Southern 
Africa. In Ethiopia, nearly 6 million 
children currently require food 
assistance, with school absenteeism 
increasing as children are forced to 
walk greater distances in search of 
water. In Somalia, UNICEF reports 
that 305,000 children under age 

5 are acutely malnourished and 
58,300 children face death if they 
are not treated. In Lesotho, one 
quarter of the population are af-
fected, 34 per cent of children are 

orphans, 57 per cent of people live 
below the poverty line and almost 
one in four adults lives with HIV/
AIDS.

It damages 
children’s health
El Niño can cause an increase in 
climate-sensitive diseases, such 
as malaria, dengue fever, diar-
rhoea and cholera, which are all 
major killers of children. El Niño 
can lead ultimately to low height 
for age (stunting) caused by 
undernutrition, as well as greater 
risk of illness, delayed mental 
development or premature 
death. Infants and small children 
are more likely than adults to 
die or suffer heat stroke, and 
they can easily get diarrhoea 
from drinking contaminated 
water, which further aggravates 
dehydration. Children exposed 
to severe floods or drought in 
utero, especially during the third 
trimester, are shorter in stature 
five to seven years later and may 
have lower birth weights. Expo-
sure to floods or drought can 
decrease the duration of exclu-
sive breastfeeding and increase 
the duration of non-exclusive 
breastfeeding. Households neg-
atively affected by El Niño suffer 
a decline in income, total con-
sumption and food consumption 
following the shock.

It exposes children to 
dangers 
In floods and typhoons, children 
may lose their parents. During 
droughts, many children, often 
girls, have to walk further to 
fetch water and collect firewood, 
exposing them to the risk of 
violence and abuse.

It denies children an education 
El Niño can lead to children missing out on their education. Floods can 
severely damage or destroy schools, as well as the roads and bridges 
children use to reach school. Drought and loss of family livelihoods 
often cause children to drop out or be taken out of school so they can 
collect water or work. Drought can also lead to families seeing early 
marriage as the best option.
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East
Africa

REGIONAL OVERVIEW

In the Horn of Africa region, El 
Niño-induced drought north of the 
equator, including in parts of Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti and north 
Somalia, has had a massive human-
itarian impact. Over 20 million peo-
ple are food insecure in eastern Af-
rica due to El Niño-related drought. 
There is also an increased risk for 
waterborne and vectorborne dis-
eases due to a combination of water 
shortages, poor sanitation and hy-
giene conditions, high malnutrition 
levels and population displacement. 
Drought also reduces livelihoods 
and educational access, and it leads 
to protection concerns for vulnera-
ble people travelling long distances 
to collect food and water. 

In Djibouti, some 154,000 people, 
or 16 per cent of the population, 
are food insecure. Delayed and 
below-average rains have limited 
pastoralists’ access to pasture. Wells, 
underground cisterns and other 
water infrastructure has been seri-
ously reduced. Some 3,000 nomad-
ic pastoralists (600 families) from 
the Somali Region of Ethiopia have 
settled in Goubetto in the Ali Sabieh 
Region in January 2016 alone. 

ETHIOPIA

10M
will require 
food aid

8M
enrolled in 
safety net 
programme

435K
with severe  
acute 
malnutri-
tion

In Ethiopia, 10.2 million people will 
require food aid in 2016. This is in 
addition to the 7.9 million people 
receiving assistance through the 
Government Productive Safety Net 
Programme. The Humanitarian 
Country Team predicts 2.2 million 
cases of moderate acute malnutri-
tion and 435,000 cases of severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2016. 
Humanitarian actors are appealing 
for US$228 million by 15 March to 
avoid a food pipeline break for 7.6 
million people in April/May. 

Over 80 percent of the population 
depends on agriculture for their 
food and income. Crop and live-
stock production has dropped by 
50 to 90 per cent in some areas and 
failed completely in others. Seed 
reserves are severely depleted 
following unsuccessful planting and 
re-planting. 50 per cent increase 

in identified seed requirements for 
nearly 838,000 households. High 
livestock mortality rates, worsening 
animal body conditions and declin-
ing milk productivity mean 869,000 
households require animal feed 
support. Households’ food security 
and purchasing power are severely 
diminished forcing many to sell their 
remaining agricultural assets and 
abandon their livelihoods.

An estimated 5.8 million people 
require emergency water supply 
and sanitation in Ethiopia. Weekly 
real-time information is being col-
lected from operators and users of 
water supplies using AkvoFLOW, 
which is software developed for 
data collection via mobile phones. 
Data is being collected from more 
than 5,000 water sources. This 
marked the first quantifiable data re-
ceived on water consumption levels 
throughout the crisis. 

Humanitarian partners are con-
cerned about the increasing school 
dropout rates as a result of the 
current drought. According to the 
Education Cluster, children are 
missing out on up to three days of 
school a week as they support their 
families by fetching water from long 
distances, taking care of younger 
siblings while their mothers fetch 

El Niño in 
Ethiopia

Hawa Seid with 
one of her two 
children, collect-
ing water supplied 
by Oxfam to an in-
ternally displaced 
persons (IDP) site 
in Siti zone, Somali 
region, Ethiopia. 

Credit: Abiy Geta-
hun/Oxfam.
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31 January 2016 – UN Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-moon visited 
Ethiopia, urging donors gathered 
in Addis Ababa to step up assis-
tance to the country. He then head-
ed to the drought-stricken region 
of Oromia where he witnessed 
the efforts under way to battle the 
effects of one of the most powerful 
El Niño events in recorded history.

The Secretary-General visited the 

drought-stricken Oromia region 
with the Deputy Prime Minister 
of Ethiopia, Demeke Mekonnen, 
and Ertharin Cousin, the Executive 
Director of the UN World Food 
Programme (WFP). “This is a very 
moving experience for me as Sec-
retary-General to witness myself 
how the Ethiopian Government 
and the United Nations agencies, 
the World Bank, all humanitarian 
workers are working together to 

address difficult challenges,” said 
Mr. Ban. 

“Immediate support for Ethiopia 
will save lives and avoid preventa-
ble suffering. Immediate support 
will also safeguard the impressive 
development gains that Ethiopia 
has made over the past years and 
decades,” he added.

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon (centre), accompanied by World Food 
Programme (WFP) Executive Director Ertharin 
Cousin (right), visited drought-affected Ziway 
Dugda Woreda, Oromia Region in Ethiopia. UN 
Photo/Eskinder Debebe

water, or taking livestock to areas in 
search of water sources. More than 
200 schools have closed due to pas-
toralists moving with their children 
in search of water and pasture.

The Government of Ethiopia is 
initiating mass water trucking oper-
ations in areas where consumption 
is less than 5 litres per capita per 
day. The Ministry of Water Irrigation 
and Electricity (MOWIE) convened 
a meeting on 13 February with the 
sub-national water bureau officials 
to discuss the data received and 
plan for the number/ location for 
water trucking response. The Gov-
ernment mobilized vehicles for 
MOWIE, to transport UNICEF blad-
der tanks for water tanking to areas 
with water shortages. From 1 Janu-
ary 2016 to date, the Humanitarian 
Response Fund has allocated $10.1 

million for 22 WASH projects by 27 
partners.

Ethiopia has made remarkable 
progress towards universal primary 
education. Partners are calling for 
more increased interventions in 
the education sector to protect the 
education gains made during the 
past two decades. To encourage 
school attendance, humanitarian 
actors are calling for more support 
for teachers, including in the provi-
sion of drinking water, and personal 
hygiene, cooking and learning 
materials. 

Of the US$1.4 billion requested by 
the 2016 Humanitarian Require-
ments Document for Ethiopia, $1.1 
billion is for food. Government 
support for response activities is at 
unprecedented levels: both in mon-

etary contributions as well as their 
leadership on the response. The 
overall appeal is currently funded 
at 48 percent ($680 million). The 
funding available for food aid will 
be exhausted by 1 May, and the risk 
of pipeline breaks on other sectors 
is deeply concerning. On 4 Febru-
ary the International Federation of 
the Red Cross/Red Crescent (IFRC) 
launched an emergency appeal for 
CHF 2,211,085 (USD 2,231,471) to 
assist 35,371 people. The Ethiopia 
Humanitarian response fund, as of 1 
January has allocated $26.8 million. 
An additional 11 projects have been 
endorsed by HC and under finali-
zation ($6m). 25 projects are being 
reviewed. The bulk of the allocated 
funds have gone to nutrition and 
WASH.
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SOMALIA

380K
drought-
affected in 
north

68 %  
of people 
in crisis are 
IDPs

308K
under 5 
are acutely 
malnour-
ished

Somalia faces large-scale food in-
security between now and June 
2016 due to El Niño-induced poor 
rainfall and drought conditions in 
several areas, and a combination 
of protracted and new population 
displacement. Acute water and 
pasture shortages have been re-
ported in drought-affected parts 
of Puntland and Somaliland, where 
nearly 380,000 people are food in-
secure. An estimated 65 per cent of 
Puntland faces drought conditions. 
The food security and malnutrition 
situation is especially alarming in the 
parts of Puntland and Somaliland 
that are being hit hardest by the 
effects of El Niño.

Acute malnutrition remains high in 
many parts of the country. A joint 
countrywide seasonal assessment 
by the Food Security and Nutrition 
Analysis Unit for Somalia (FSNAU) 
and the Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network (FEWS NET) indi-
cates that 931,000 people will be 
in a food security crisis phase (IPC 
Phase 3)  and 22,000 more people 
in emergency phase (IPC Phase 
4) across Somalia through to June 
2016. 

Internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
represent 68 per cent of the total 
number of people in Crisis and 
Emergency, rural populations (26 
per cent) and urban populations (6 
per cent). Approximately 3.7 million 
additional people across the coun-
try are classified as stressed (IPC 
Phase 2) through mid-2016. In total, 
the assessment reports that nearly 
4.7 million people, or 38 per cent of 
the total population of Somalia, are 
acutely food insecure and will need 
humanitarian assistance between 
now and June 2016.

Nearly 308,000 children under age 
5 are acutely malnourished. A total 
of 56,000 of these children are se-
verely malnourished and face a high 
risk of disease and death. In IDP set-
tlements, global acute malnutrition 
rates were found to be consistently 
above the emergency threshold 
of 15 per cent. About 980 cases of 
acute watery diarrhoea have been 
reported in the past two months in 
Kismayo and Baidoa. About 3,300 
suspected measles cases have been 
reported so far. 

El Niño shaped food security pat-
terns throughout rural Somalia in 
positive and negative ways. Most 

parts of southern and central Soma-
lia received average to above-av-
erage rains. As a result, cereal 
production is estimated to be 28 
per cent above the long-term aver-
age. The situation is very different 
in the north. Below-normal rainfall 
and drought conditions prevailed 
in large portions of north-west 
and north-east Somalia, leading to 
large-scale abnormal outmigration 
of livestock, rising water prices and 
sharp increase in debt levels among 
poor households. Farmers and 
herders are the most affected by El 
Niño, since it came on the heels of a 
poor 2015 Gu season cereal harvest 
(25 per cent below the last five-year 
average). In the north-west, many 
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communities face a fourth consec-
utive season of poor rains. Cereal 
production in these areas was even 
lower (63 pe rcent below the last 
four-year average) and livestock 
herds have diminished. 

Long-range forecasts indicate that 
the April-to-June 2016 rains will be 
near average. Slightly below aver-
age Deyr off-season crops (sesame, 
maize and sorghum) are expected 
be harvested in March 2016, which 
will contribute about one month of 
cereal stocks among poor house-
holds of Hiran and Gedo regions. 
Due to poor cereal harvests in the 
north-west, most agro-pastoral 
households will have limited food 
stocks from their own production 
and will be dependent on market 
purchase. Livestock body conditions 
are likely to remain average during 
a dry January to March. Parts of the 
north-west and north-east that have 
better pasture and water are expect-
ed to experience continued large-
scale livestock in migration from 
drought-affected areas, including 
from drought-affected parts of Ethi-
opia and Djibouti. Livestock prices 
are likely to follow normal seasonal 
patterns, increasing gradually from 
March through August. 

The humanitarian response is on-
going in drought-affected areas. 

and malnutrition. The period after 
the 2015 rainy season also saw an 
unusual spike in vector borne dis-
ease, with a major outbreak of ma-
laria and viral hemorrhagic fever in 
Darfur and many other areas. Poor 
harvests are expected to exacerbate 
food insecurity, resulting in more 
people requiring food assistance 
during the lean season, which will 
begin in March (two months earlier 
than usual). IDPs will be among the 
hardest hit. Elevated food prices 
have already been observed. Sudan 
also faces a pre-existing malnutrition 
crisis, with emergency thresholds for 
global acute malnutrition exceeded 
in close to a third of localities. 

Reduced availability of pasture 
and water has prompted early live-
stock migration, resulting in crop 
destruction and increased tensions 
between farmers and cattle herd-
ers. Risks of tensions spilling over 
into conflict will rise over the driest 
months, from March to May, particu-
larly in Darfur. Humanitarian actors, 
in collaboration with the Govern-
ment of Sudan, have developed a 
mitigation and preparedness plan 
seeking $82 million to support 3.5 
million people over a three-month 
period.  

For the most updated information, 
please visit: 
www.unocha.org/el-nino-east-africa

In Somaliland, partners have been 
trucking water to villages, and they 
have distributed jerrycans, con-
structed Berkads and dug shallow 
wells. Borehole and well rehabilita-
tion is ongoing. Since the beginning 
of the year, $9.6 million, or 1 per 
cent of the $885 million requested 
within the Humanitarian Response 
Plan for Somalia for 2016, has been 
reported to the Financial Tracking 
System (FTS).

SUDAN

In Sudan, late rains and below-av-
erage rainfall in the second half of 
2015 delayed planting, reduced 
cultivatable areas and reduced 
water availability for people and 
livestock. Approximately 70 per cent 
of Sudan’s rural population relies on 
traditional rain-fed agriculture for 
food and income, and over 80 per 
cent of the entire population de-
pend on rainfall for the water supply 
requirements. 

Communities have seen water 
sources drying up at an alarming 
rate, increasing exposure to con-
taminated sources, as well as re-
lated risks of waterborne disease 

Food insecurity and
displacement in the region

The current food and nutrition insecure 
population in the region increased by 
11 per cent from 18.2 million people at 
the end of 2015 to 20.4 million people 
by February 2016. The food security 
emergency in central/eastern Ethiopia 
follows the worst drought in more than 
50 years. ICPAC and global climate 
partners predict that the ongoing El 
Nino will remain strong but weakening 
well into mid-2016 before scaling down 
to neutral. However, the humanitarian 
impact is expected to last until the end 
of 2016.

Source: FSNWG
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Southern
Africa

REGIONAL OVERVIEW

Even before the current crisis began, 
the number of food insecure people 
in the region already stood at more 
than 28 million people. As of early 
February, FEWS NET estimates that, 
of this total, at least 2.5 million peo-
ple are in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) for the 
January to March 2016 lean season 
in Malawi, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, 
Madagascar and Lesotho, and 
they require urgent humanitarian 
assistance. The forecast for March 
continues to indicate a probability 
of below-normal rainfall in southern 
Africa. Lesotho declared an SoE 
due to the effects of the drought 
on 22 December 2015. Zimbabwe 
declared a state of disaster on 4 
February 2016 and Swaziland de-
clared a drought emergency on 
18 February 2016. Humanitarian 
partners are most concerned about 
Angola, Lesotho, Malawi, Swaziland 
and Zimbabwe, with Madagascar, 
Mozambique and Zambia on watch. 
The extent of impact will remain 
uncertain until April, when crop 
assessments are completed, but the 
number of food insecure people in 
2016-2017 is likely to be at least two 
times higher than current levels. As 
many as 40 million rural people and 
9 million poor urban people are at 
risk of being affected by El Niño.

access to water and appropriate 
sanitation facilities across the region. 
In affected areas, some services 
such as hospitals and schools have 
had to close due to lack of water. 
Public health and the risk of com-
municable disease spread is also a 
concern. With over 39,000 cholera 
cases reported over the past 12 
months in the region, and a number 
of outbreaks ongoing, El Niño will 
exacerbate vulnerabilities by wors-
ening conditions and increasing mi-
gration.  The impact on those living 
with HIV in drought-affected areas is 
also forecast to be significant.

El Niño has caused water shortages 
across the region, with many dams 
running dry (water reserves are on 
average at 10 per cent capacity). 
Water authorities in Botswana, Swa-
ziland, South Africa and Namibia 
are limiting water usage because 
of low water levels. Critical water 
shortages have affected rural and 
some urban communities’ water 
availability and sanitation, impacting 
nutrition, health and access to ed-
ucation. World Vision has reported 
that, in the areas where it works, 
twice as many people need clean 
water as they do food. Children are 
dropping out of school and waking 
up in the middle of the night to find 
and collect clean water. In Zimba-
bwe, 6,000 children in Matabeleland 
North have dropped out of school, 
citing hunger and the need to help 
with house or farm work, as have 
nearly 5,000 children in Chigubo 
and Guija districts of Gaza province 
in Mozambique. Water trucking to 
affected communities is already 
taking place in countries including 
Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland and 
South Africa. Many women and chil-
dren are at increased risk of various 
forms of gender-based violence di-
rectly related to food scarcity, water 
shortages and power outages. In the 
coming months, we can expect to 
see an increase in water and sanita-
tion needs.

Communities’ vulnerability to the 
impact of El Niño is exacerbated 
by the poor previous harvest in the 
region (2014/2015), 26 per cent 
below the five-year average. The 
situation is already urgent, as of Jan-
uary 2016, an estimated 28 million 
people in southern Africa were food 
insecure, of whom 15.9 million were 
unable to meet their basic food 
needs without external assistance.  
In Swaziland, food insecurity had 
already increased by 60 per cent 
between July and December 2015. 
In Zimbabwe, the number of food 
insecure people nearly doubled, 
from 1.5 million in July 2015 to 2.8 
million in February 2016. Southern 
Angola is facing low rainfall, very 
poor harvests, rising food prices and 
dwindling Government capacity to 
provide social services due to falling 
oil revenue. The health sector has 
seen a 40 to 50 per cent decline in 
services in some areas as the nutri-
tional status of children under age 
5 reaches crisis levels. An estimated 
1.4 million people are currently esti-
mated to be food insecure in south-
ern Angola, especially in Cunene, 
Huila and Namibe provinces. 

Seven of South Africa’s nine prov-
inces have been declared drought 
disaster areas, including the Free 
State, North-West and Mpumalanga, 
which collectively account for almost 
90 per cent of the country’s maize 
production. The inability to export 
maize to neighbouring states will 
push prices up in affected countries. 
Mozambique has been affected by 
El Niño with flooding in northern 
and central parts, while the south 
has been affected by drought. These 
shocks resulted in loss of assets, 
crops, livestock and infrastructure 
affecting food security and nutrition 
situation.

However, the impact of El Niño goes 
far beyond food insecurity.  Signif-
icant deteriorations are also being 
seen in child nutrition, health and 
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ANGOLA

10 K
people 
displaced 
in floods

96 K
children 
with severe 
acute mal-
nutrition

700K
people are 
at risk of 
food insec.

Angola has been affected by both 
above and below average rain-
fall – with a severe drought in the 
southern parts of the country and 
flooding in the northern parts of 
the country. 10,000 people were 
displaced by floods in Benguela 
Province since January 2016. An 
estimated 1.4 million people are 
currently estimated to be food inse-
cure in southern Angola, especially 
in the provinces of Cunene, Huila 
and Namibe. The National Civil 
Protection Department in Cunene 
estimates that over 700,000 people 

are at risk of food insecurity (some 
72 per cent of the total population), 
up from 500,000 last year; while in 
Huila approximately 460,000 people 
are at risk of food insecurity as food 
runs out. Crop losses are expected 
to be as high as 60 per cent in parts 
of Huila Province; and as high as 75 
per cent in other southern areas, 
according to FAO.

Of the 756,000 affected children in 
the three most affected provinces, 
over 95,877 have severe acute mal-
nutrition (SAM), while global acute 
malnutrition (GAM) ranges from 15 
per cent to 21 per cent, exceeding 
the emergency threshold. Over 58 
per cent of hospital admissions of 
children under age 5 are undernour-
ished; with mortality rates as high 
as 35 per cent in health facilities in 
Cunene. Cunene province has over 
7 per cent severe acute malnutrition 
in children under age 5. The low 
stock of drugs, non-availability of 
skilled personnel and access issues 
(geographic and economic) further 

compound the drought effects. 

Angola is undergoing a severe out-
break of yellow fever since Decem-
ber 2015. As of 22 February, 462 
suspected cases have been notified, 
out of which 99 have died, with an 
overall lethality rate of around 21 
per cent, according to the Ministry 
of Health. The epidemic is spread-
ing rapidly, with notified cases in-
creasing approximately 2.5-3 fold 
each week. From the initial case of 
December 2015 in the capital Luan-
da, the epidemic has already spread 
into all the capital town municipal-
ities and to seven provinces (out of 
18). The centre of the crisis is Luan-
da’s eastern suburb of Viana, where 
29 dead out of 173 suspected cases 
have been reported. Yellow fever 
is endemic across much of central 
Africa but this is the largest number 
of fatalities in Angola for a number 
of years. A viral haemorrhagic dis-
ease spread by mosquitoes, heavy 
rains that have caused flooding 
have exacerbated the already poor 
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sanitation conditions in the country. 
The stock out of drugs, non-availa-
bility of skilled personnel and access 
issues (geographic and economic) 
further compound the effects of 
drought and flooding. The govern-
ment has requested international 
assistance, and CERF has provided 
$5 million in February to enable a 
timely response to priority humani-
tarian needs caused by the drought.

LESOTHO

750K
people will 
be affected 
by El Niño 

44 %
decline in 
food for 
the poor 

302K
people are 
in acute 
water 
shortage

Lesotho is facing a drought that is 
affecting food production in all parts 
of the country, with rains delayed by 
more than two months in the major-
ity of the country. Out of Lesotho’s 
10 districts, the five hard-to-reach 
mountainous districts are the most 
affected, including Qacha’s Nek, 
Mokhotlong, Thaba Tseka, Quthing 
and Mafeteng. Projections indicate 
that more than 750,000 people will 
be affected (more than one third 
of the population). The predicted 
poor-rainfall outlook is expected to 
result in further water scarcity, crop 
failure, pest infestation, waterborne 
diseases such as cholera and dys-
entery, animal diseases and malnu-
trition.

Food security is deteriorating in Le-
sotho, with over 370,000 people (15 
per cent of the population) requir-
ing immediate food and cash assis-
tance. A total of 535,000 people (38 
per cent of the rural population) are 
likely to face survival and livelihood 
protection deficits in the absence 
of safety nets until June 2016. This 
figure is likely to increase to more 
than 750,000 people, a third of the 
population, from June. The drought 
is affecting food production in all 
parts of the country; the planted 
area is at a record low, with 30 to 70 

MALAWI

2.8 M
people 
are food 
insecure

25
out of 28 
districts 
affected

900K
people in 
IPC Phase 
3

In Malawi, the delay of the 
2015/2016 rainy season will like-
ly extend the lean season due to 
continued high prices and a late 
harvest. In late 2015, the Govern-
ment announced its first purchase 
of drought insurance through the 
Africa Risk Capacity (ARC) in readi-
ness for El Niño. However, this policy 
cannot be redeemed until June 30. 
At least 2.8 million people are facing 
food insecurity up to April 2016, 
including 1.5 million children. Some 
900,000 people are facing Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) levels. The majority of 
the country has been affected (25 
out of the country’s 28 districts), but 
the situation is worse in the south. 
Heavy rains in northern districts 
have led to localized flash floods. 
The country is still recovering from 
floods in January 2015 that dis-
placed 230,000 people.
 
WFP Malawi is responding to the 
humanitarian needs of 2.4 million 
Malawians, in addition to the an-
nual 1 million Malawians under 
social protection, nutrition and 
resilience-building support. WFP is 
planning to continue post-harvest 
assistance to a portion of the affect-
ed population (pending funds) with 
activities designed to maximize the 
off season, boost productive capaci-
ty and contribute to resilience build-
ing. The Rural Resilience Initiative, 
which is an integrated risk man-
agement project supporting small-
holder farmers to mitigate drought 
risk, has been implemented. WFP 
is set to monitor maize prices in 15 
districts and to monitor household 
coping mechanisms in all districts. 
The results are providing an early 
warning indication of a worsening 
food security situation in the face of 
El Niño. 

per cent of communities indicating 
not having planted. Poor and very 
poor households are experiencing a 
44 per cent decline in their food and 
cash income compared with normal 
conditions. The current food and 
cash income is 31 per cent below 
the survival threshold. 

Livestock diseases and mortality 
are increasing due to poor feeding 
sources and water scarcity. Most ru-
ral families depend on rain-fed sub-
sistence farming, and wool and mo-
hair production, which have been 
disrupted by the drought. Over 80 
per cent of community represent-
atives in all districts reported con-
cerns with malnutrition. Forty-nine 
per cent of communities indicated 
insufficient access to nutrition ser-
vices. A state of drought emergen-
cy was declared on 22 December 
2015, and a national response plan 
developed needing $38 million was 
developed (the Government has 
committed $10 million).

Rivers in the Berea District and other 
parts of the country have dried up 
and the lack of water has affected 
services such as schools and health 
facilities. Water is being rationed in 
many districts, such as in Mohale’s 
Hoek. Water shortages have begun 
months earlier than in previous 
drought years. Over 302,000 people 
in 276 communities (15 per cent of 
the population) are experiencing 
acute water shortages. As of January 
2016, 23 to 56 per cent of commu-
nities were using unprotected water 
sources, an increase from 14 to 44 
per cent normally. About 50 to 83 
per cent of communities reported 
increased time in the collection of 
water owing to further distances to 
water sources and waiting time. In 
some communities, 67 per cent of 
people had to buy water.  
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SWAZILAND

25%
of people 
are food 
& water 
vulnerable

66%
increase 
in maize 
prices

320K
people 
need 
WASH 
assitance

El Niño-induced drought in Swa-
ziland is likely to continue through 
March. The country has received 
below-normal rainfall since October 
2014, leading to low water storage 
in local dams and poor replen-
ishment of groundwater sources, 
negatively affecting agricultural 
yields, pastures and vegetation 
cover growth. Extensive crop losses 
and cattle deaths in the south and 
east of Swaziland have occurred, 
with water levels in dams across the 
country below minimum needed 
levels. The Government has institut-
ed national-scale water rationing on 
an ad hoc basis. Maize production is 
reduced by 31 per cent compared 
with last year. 

On 15 February, the Prime Minister 
of Swaziland requested UN finan-
cial and technical assistance to 
address the urgent needs of be-
tween 300,000 and 350,000 people. 
Three days later, the Prime Minister 
declared a national SoE with imme-
diate effect. He further noted that 
about 25 per cent of the popula-
tion is in a state of food and water 
vulnerability. The severity of the 
drought may also affect the 26 per 
cent of the adult population that has 
HIV/AIDS, with an ARV caseload of 
167,615. A National Drought Mitiga-
tion and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP) 
was launched together with the SoE 
declaration, requiring $30 million 
over the next two months. The Gov-
ernment will provide almost $7 mil-
lion in this financial year, leaving a 
shortfall of over $9 million. Over the 
next five years, NERMAP is expected 
to cost over $80 million.

Maize prices increased by 66 per 
cent in January 2016. Food prices 

are expected to rise further in the 
immediate future. Swaziland will 
need to urgently import maize to 
meet consumption needs, but the 
major regional supplier, South Af-
rica, is also suffering a poor maize 
harvest. Poor predictions for South-
ern Africa Customs Union revenue 
and continued slow economic 
growth mean severely constrained 
public funds to scale an emergency 
response and provide complemen-
tary social services. 

The Government has instituted 
several days of water rationing per 
week for the first time in history, with 
up to four days of continuous water 
rationing in some of its urban areas. 
The capital, Mbabane, has been 
most affected as the supplying dam 
(Hawane Dam) remains at 17 per 
cent. The water shortages are par-
ticularly affecting schooling in urban 
areas such as Mbabane and rural 
areas, with the opening of schools 
postponed from 19 to 25 January, 
affecting about 25,000 students. The 
water shortages are also negatively 
affecting hygiene practices, increas-
ing the risks of disease. The WASH 
Cluster estimates 320,000 people 
need  assistance. The Government 
reports that more than 40,000 cattle 
have already died this season due to 
the drought.

The Deputy Prime Minister’s Office 
has made a one-off food distribu-
tion for 75,877 people countrywide. 
The NDMA and the Department of 
Water Affairs are distributing tanks 
for water-harvesting infrastructure, 
and the Ministry of Agriculture is 
distributing water and hay livestock 
supplements. UNICEF has provided 
water tanks and water treatment to 
schools. 

ZIMBABWE

26%
of people 
facing food 
shortage

51%
water 
reservoir 
level

600K
people in 
IPC Phase 
3

The President of Zimbabwe de-
clared a state of disaster on 5 Febru-
ary due to the severe drought, with 
26 per cent of the population facing 
food shortages, including some 
600,000 people facing Crisis levels 
(IPC Phase 3), particularly in south-
ern provinces. The Government 
stated that the number of people 
requiring food aid has risen to 2.44 
million, which is 26 per cent of the 
population, and the response will 
cost $1.5 billion. Rainfall forecasts 
for March are for normal to be-
low-normal rains. Much of the north 
has seen a delayed start to the rainy 
season, while southern parts have 
been affected by false starts and dry 
conditions. Maize production has 
declined by 50 per cent compared 
with last year and is currently 53 per 
cent more expensive.

According to the finalized results of 
a Rapid Assessment conducted by 
the Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assess-
ment Committee, and supported by 
WFP, more than 2.8 million people 
currently need assistance due to 
the current El Niño-exacerbated 
drought. The rate of reported mod-
erate-to-severe hunger increased 
from 16 per cent in May 2015 to 37 
per cent in January 2016. The GAM 
rate of children aged 6-59 months 
is currently at 5.7 per cent, the high-
est in 15 years, and the SAM rate of 
2.3 per cent is above the national 
emergency response threshold. The 
provinces with the highest preva-
lence of food insecurity are Matabe-
leland North followed by Midlands, 
Masvingo, Mashonaland West and 
Matabeleland South.

The Zimbabwe Water Authority re-
ported that water reservoirs were 51 
per cent full. The water levels con-
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tinue to decline at alarming levels 
due to high temperatures and low 
recharge levels. As a result, some 
12,000 boreholes have dried up in 
southern provinces, according to the 
rapid WASH assessment of February 
2016. In Harare, 60 per cent of water 
needs are not covered and unregu-
lated vendors are selling unsafe wa-
ter. The Kariba Dam, one of the main 
electricity sources in Zimbabwe and 
Zambia, is currently outputting at 
only 25 per cent capacity due to low 
water levels. The limited rainfall has 
also affected livestock. World Vision 
reports that 35,000 cattle have died 
in Zimbabwe.

The current WFP lean season food 
assistance response runs through 
March 2016, and it has targeted an 
estimated 821,460 people through 
the peak of the lean season. The 
Ministry of Agriculture, with support 
from the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP), the 
European Union (EU) and Great 
Britain’s Department for Internation-
al Development (DFID), has initiated 
a Multi-Donor Fund that will provide 
the necessary flexibility to support 
activities that are multisectoral, 
multilevel, multi-partner and can 
be strategically and jointly planned 
with the communities at risk as well 
as with the Government bodies 

rains related to El Niño, and virtually 
no harvest is expected in May/June, 
according to an FAO agriculture 
assessment. 

Over 1.9 million people are food 
insecure including 400,000 people 
in Crisis levels (IPC Phase 3). With 
80 per cent of its population se-
verely food insecure, Amboasary 
is the most affected district. While 
the severe acute malnutrition rate is 
still under 2 per cent, global acute 
malnutrition rate is as high as 20 per 
cent in some localities. The price 
of water is also significantly higher 
than usual.

WFP’s current emergency response 
plans to assist the most vulnera-
ble 150,000 people in the seven 
drought-affected districts of the 
southern regions up to the end of 
March 2016. WFP plans to address 
a possible combination of drought 
in the south and floods/cyclones in 
the northern, eastern and the cen-
tral parts of the country. WFP has 
food assistance for 90,000 people 
for two three months as immediate 
capacity and UNICEF is looking at 
expanding nutrition responses. WFP 
is also strengthening national ca-
pacity in emergency preparedness 
and responses by providing training 
(logistics, emergency IT), technical 

working to support them. This Zim-
babwe Resilience Building Fund  
is designed to ensure flexibility to 
develop time- and location-sensitive 
activities, inclusive of humanitarian 
and development partners over a 
medium- to long-term period. 

MADAGASCAR

1.9 M
are food 
insecure

80 %
of maize 
crop 
destroyed

400K
people in 
IPC Phase 
3

Madagascar remains at a height-
ened risk of heavy rainfall to the 
north, with a pronounced dry spell 
continuing in the southern regions. 
Preliminary assessment data indi-
cates that 665,000 people in south-
ern Madagascar – almost half of the 
region’s population – are severely 
food insecure. This is the highest 
level in seven years, and is at 60 per 
cent increase since August 2015. A 
qualitative analysis carried out by 
the Food Security and Livelihood 
Cluster estimated that 70 to 80 per-
cent of the 2015/2016 maize crop 
has been destroyed in the south. 
The situation is attributed to poor 

Zimbabwe is facing a year of food insecurity following 
a poor harvest season. The lean season is commenc-
ing earlier than usual in a context of already high 
levels of chronic vulnerability. Partners are responding 

to urgent needs of the food insecure population while 
looking to transition them to more resilient strategies.

Source: OCHA Zimbabwe
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support and equipment. The gov-
ernment is updating the national 
contingency planning to face the 
impact of El Niño.

MOZAMBIQUE

1.8M
could 
be food 
inscure by 
Mar 2015

22 K
people 
affected by 
floods

43%
of children 
are 
malnour-
ished

Parts of southern Mozambique 
experienced a delay in the start of 
the rainy season of up to 40 days. 
The affected provinces are Gaza, 
Inhambane, Sofala, Maputo and Tete 
(southern and central Mozambique). 
In northern Mozambique, 22,000 
people have been affected by 
floods, with 3,500 homes damaged 
and 1,500 destroyed. Cyclones, 
which usually impact Mozambique, 
due to El Niño could be more in-
tense and occur in areas not used to 
seeing cyclones. 

Mozambique is planning for a 
possible two-fold increase in food 
insecurity, which could affect up to 
1.8 million people by March 2016, 
according to initial government 
estimates. FEWS NET estimates 
that close to 600,000 people are 
currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3), 
requiring urgent food assistance. 
Current food supplies can cover the 
needs of around 155,600 people up 
to March 2016. Over 35 per cent of 
cultivated areas in the south are now 
completely dry and will not produce 
any food until the next rainy season 
in March 2017. Prices are 40 per 
cent higher than the five-year av-
erage and 50 per cent higher than 
last year’s price. More than 30 per 
cent of cattle are at risk due to the 
drought in the south, where live-
stock represents one of the main 
assets of the rural population.

43.3 per cent of children are cur-
rently chronically malnourished. 
Over 72,300 children are estimated 

to be malnourished over the next 
six months in the five regions most 
affected by the drought. The nutri-
tion situation is likely to get worse. 
In Gaza and Inhambane, the two 
provinces currently most affected, 
some 18,700 children are acutely 
malnourished.

An estimated 167,000 people are in 
need of safe drinking water. Assess-
ments in Gaza and Inhambane note 
a general lack of access to water, 
and quantities of water collected 
which are not sufficient to meet 
families’ daily needs. This is due to 
lack of rainfall, local sources having 
dried up or providing salty water, 
or no water sources being available 
nearby. People, particularly women 
and girls, are having to travel longer 
distances and spend more time 
collecting water. Pastoralists have 
to move further away and migrate 
temporarily with their herds to find 
water. Cattle and humans are also 
using the same sources which nega-
tively affects the quality of water for 
human consumption. In most areas, 
water from these sources is now not 
fit for consumption, which is of sig-
nificant concern as most community 
members do not treat water prior to 
consumption.

The government has pledged about 
$5.8 million toward the response 
and the HCT is in the process of 
applying for CERF funding.

ZAMBIA

800K
people 
are food 
insecure

18hr
power out-
ages are 
common

47%
of children 
are stunted

Most of Zambia has experienced 
drier-than-normal weather. In the 
coming months, western and north-
ern areas are likely to benefit from 
above-average rainfall, meaning 
needs are likely to mainly concen-
trate in southern areas (especially 
the south west) towards the end of 

2016. El Niño is compounding a fall 
in copper prices, with power short-
ages due to low water levels in the 
hydro-electric Kariba Dam affecting 
mining operations. In recent months, 
mines have had to close and thou-
sands of people have lost their jobs. 
Zambia typically generates almost 
half of its electricity output from the 
hydropower plant at Kariba. Kariba 
also produces half of Zimbabwe’s 
electricity, where 18-hour power 
outages have become common, 
and provides some to South Africa, 
which in 2015 experienced months 
of power shortages.

Currently, 799,000 people cannot 
meet their basic minimum food 
needs. In mid-January, the Govern-
ment warned that approximately 1.6 
million people may need food aid. 
As western and northern areas are 
likely to benefit from above-aver-
age rainfall, food insecurity towards 
the end of 2016 is likely to mainly 
concentrate in southern areas (espe-
cially the south west) and the overall 
food security outlook is less severe 
than for other countries in the re-
gion. Nonetheless, food security in 
parts of the south west is expected 
to deteriorate, with Crisis (IPC Phase 
3) projected from January to March 
2016. Currently, 47 per cent of chil-
dren are stunted, compared to 6.3 
per cent prior to the current food 
security crisis.  

National maize supplies in the 
2015/16 marketing year, despite a 
21 per cent decrease in the 2015 
output, were estimated to be more 
than adequate for domestic con-
sumption requirements. This re-
flected the record crop of 2014 that 
reinforced grain stocks and resulted 
in large carryover supplies into 
2015/16. However, on account of 
the expected below-average 2016 
harvest, the Government plans to 
import maize, largely from South 
America, to help stabilize supplies in 
2016/17. 

For the most updated information, 
please visit:  
www.unocha.org/el-nino-south-
ern-africa
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Asia
and the
Pacific

REGIONAL OVERVIEW

Below-normal rainfall predictions 
continue for countries across much 
of the Pacific. New Caledonia, Vanu-
atu, Fiji, Tonga, Niue, the Federated 
States of Micronesia, Wallis and 
Futuna and the Solomon Islands 
should expect below- to well-be-
low-normal rainfall over the next 
three months. The El Niño drought 
situation is worsening in Micronesia 
as the region enters its driest time 
of the year. Humanitarian partners 
are closely monitoring conditions in 
the Marshall Islands, Palau and the 
Federated States of Micronesia, with 
predictions the region is unlikely to 
receive significant rain during the 
first and possibly second quarter of 
2016. Some rain is falling: in Pap-
ua New Guinea, the forecast is for 
normal or below-normal rainfall, and 
the situation in the Solomon Islands 
has improved sufficiently to remove 
it from the list of countries of great-
est concern. Timor-Leste experi-
enced crop failure, loss of livestock 
and delays in rice field preparation.

In the Philippines, large parts of the 
country received well-below-normal 
to below-normal rainfall in January, 
with over 20 out of 81 provinces 
affected by drought and dry spells, 
mostly in the Visayas and Mindanao. 
About 102,000 farmers with 194,000 
hectares of agricultural land have 

been affected by the drying effects 
of El Niño, one third of which have 
no chance of recovery. Total produc-
tion loss attributed to El Niño rose 
to $85 million. The Government has 
allotted $375 million to implement 
mitigation-and-response strategies 
addressing food security, energy 
security, health and safety in the 
affected communities. 

Zamboanga City and the provinces 
of North Cotabato and Maguin-
danao (all in Mindanao) declared 
a state of calamity in January due 
to widespread drought. The decla-
ration authorised the local govern-
ments to use their emergency funds 
for drought-mitigating measures. In 
transition sites for IDPs in Zamboan-
ga City, some 16,300 people do not 
have adequate access to potable 
water and face rising water prices 
amid city-wide water shortage.  The 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) is assisting the Department of 
Agriculture in preparing a disaster 
risk reduction strategy for agricul-
ture, and it has supported the re-
gional field offices in mitigation and 
rehabilitation planning. 

Indonesia continues to suffer 
drought and floods, with East Nusa 
Tenggara and Papua Provinces 
considered to be most affected 
by El Niño. They received support 
from the Government in the form 
of additional rice stocks, drinking 
water supply and agriculture sup-
port, including cash payments to 
affected farmers. WFP estimates that 
3 million Indonesians live below the 
poverty line in severely drought-im-
pacted districts, with 1.2 million of 
these people reliant on rainfall for 
their food production livelihood. Re-
cord high prices of rice are expect-
ed to weigh heavily on food access 
and place pressure on the food and 
livelihood security situation of the 
most vulnerable people.

The UN Focus Group on El Niño, 
together with key Government 
ministries and NGOs, worked on a 
humanitarian scenario development 
exercise facilitated by ACAPS. The 
workshop, conducted on 17-18 
February, produced scenarios of 

delayed and reduced crop harvest, 
soaring rice prices and disruptions 
to the main rural sources of income. 
The results will be available in March 
2016.

FIJI

5
category of 
storm on 
Feb 20 and 
21

53K
in evacu-
ation cen-
tres during 
storm

43
people 
died in 
Cyclone 
Winston

In Fiji, on 20 and 21 February, Cat-
egory 5 Severe Tropical Cyclone 
“Winston” hit the country’s islands, 
damaging buildings, bringing down 
trees and power lines and flooding 
rivers. At its peak, the cyclone had 
sustained winds of about 230km/h, 
gusting to over 300 km/h and 
making it one of the most severe 
cyclones ever to hit the South Pacif-
ic. As of 1 March, the Fiji National 
Disaster Management Office said 43 
people had died and 53,635 were 
sheltering in evacuation centres. 
There is now a potential for a wide-
spread health crisis, particularly in 
low-lying areas where thousands 
of Fiji’s 900,000 people live in tin 
shacks, after crops were wiped out 
and fresh water supplies blocked.

Rainfall prediction in Fiji was for 
below average in the Western, East-
ern and Northern Divisions in March, 
while average or above-average 
rainfall was predicted for the Central 
Division. Overall, the majority of the 
country was predicted to experience 
below-average rainfall through the 
coming three months. The cyclone 
notwithstanding, below-average 
rainfall could still cause drought 
stress in the coming months. 

On some of the remote islands, en-
tire villages have been flattened by 
the storm’s impact. A 30-day State of 
Natural Disaster was declared from 
22 February, and the Government 
has made an official request for in-
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ternational assistance. On the main 
island of Viti Levu, clean-up work 
began immediately, and the main in-
ternational airport was reopened to 
allow humanitarian supplies to enter 
the country. The Pacific Humani-
tarian Team (PHT), based in Suva, 
coordinates deployment of expert 
human resources and relief supplies 
regionally and globally. OCHA de-
ployed an UNDAC team to support 
response and coordination efforts. 
The Australian and New Zealand 
militaries are assisting with relief 
supplies and logistic support.

MARSHALL
ISLANDS

23%
people 
experienc-
ing severe 
drought

8.2 M
USD Gov.
Drought 
Response 
Plan

3.5 K
people ex-
periencing 
moderate 
drought

On 2 February, the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands (RMI) became the 
first country in the Pacific to de-
clare an SoE in relation to El Niño. 
Rapid assessments have revealed 
that many of the 18 atolls surveyed 
will run out of water before March. 
Some 12,000 people (23 per cent 
of the population) are experiencing 
severe drought conditions, and an 
additional 3,500 people may expe-
rience moderate drought conditions 
in the coming months. Priority needs 
include improving access to clean 
drinking water and basic hygiene to 
reduce disease outbreaks. 

The Government has developed 
an $8.25 million Drought Response 
Plan aimed at mitigating the impacts 
of extremely low rainfall forecast 
through to July 2016. The Nation-
al Disaster Management Office 
(NDMO) indicated that in the short 
term, it will most likely request assis-
tance from the PHT WASH Cluster 
in terms of supplying jerry cans and 
hygiene kits. Longer term, the plan 
includes establishing reverse osmo-
sis units in multiple island locations 

to ensure a supply of potable water. 

NDMO has confirmed that drink-
ing-water supplies on the main 
island of Majuro will run out by late 
April/early May, and the local water 
authority has begun establishing 
drinking-water distribution points. 
On the outer islands, most water 
tanks are empty and NDMO reports 
early signs of drought-related dis-
ease, with pockets of diarrhoea and 
conjunctivitis observed. There are 
also emerging indications of food 
insecurity developing, with crops 
starting to fail from lack of water. 
The Regional WASH Cluster has 
engaged with the NDMO about 
meeting the needs outlined in its 
Drought Response Plan. 

Humanitarian partners in the region 
also warn that both Federated States 
of Micronesia (Yap & possibly Chuuk 
states) and Palau are facing similar 
conditions and should be closely 
monitored. FSM has not experi-
enced a serious drought since 1998 
and has been flagged as potentially 
requiring international support as 
the drought develops. The outer 
islands of Yap, many of which bore 
the brunt of TC Maysak, are particu-
larly dry. Public drought-awareness 
messaging has begun in Palau. 
 

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

2.7 M
people are 
affected

3.1K
MT of food 
distributed 
in Western 
Province

480K
in Category 
5 areas 
face food 
shortage

In Papua New Guinea, the arrival of 
late-January rains temporarily eased 
the water supply situation in certain 
parts of the country. However, se-
vere food and water insecurity per-
sists in various locations including 
remote Western Province, inland 
Gulf Province and high-altitude 
locations. The situation is particularly 
aggravated in communities living in 

dispersed remote areas, which can 
only be reached by foot or air, and 
where access remains a major logis-
tical and financial challenge. Overall, 
2.7 million people are affected by 
drought, frost and bush fires and 
changes in food prices. According 
to most recent estimates, more than 
700,000 people live in areas clas-
sified as Category 4 and 5 (where 
5 means most severely affected), 
where food production has been se-
verely affected and may need food 
assistance and/or agricultural inputs. 
Of these people, approximately 
480,000 are in Category 5 areas and 
continue facing critical food short-
ages.

From 10 to 15 February, heavy rain 
caused flooding and landslides 
across the Highlands and parts of 
Northern (Oro) and West New Brit-
ain provinces. The drought-stricken 
terrain in most areas is not able to 
absorb this sudden downpour. In 
both Western Highlands and Chim-
bu provinces, massive landslides 
killed at least three people and 
displaced hundreds of households. 
More than 300 households in Ji-
waka province have been affected 
by floods and landslips, with many 
having moved closer to water sourc-
es due to the drought.   

The Food Security sector, supported 
by the Logistics sector, is working 
to support provincial authorities 
in distributing up to 3,100 metric 
tonnes of food relief in the Western 
Province. WFP has a food security 
assessment under way, with results 
expected early March. WFP is also 
supporting Western Province Gov-
ernment and private foundations to 
address current distribution chal-
lenges. FAO is assisting the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Livestock in 
coordinating agricultural recovery. 
An intervention is planned to sup-
port 560,000 people in the four 
most-affected provinces.
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VANUATU

In Vanuatu, political instability has 
complicated the country’s efforts to 
rebuild after Tropical Cyclone Pam 
and to respond to the current El 
Niño drought, with a budget still yet 
to be passed for 2016. The Ministry 
of Agriculture and SHEFA province 
held El Niño drought-preparation 
workshops for over 100 community 

representatives from each village 
on the islands of Nguna, Pele and 
Emao. Through the Swiss-German 
GIZ-DEZA programme, community 
disaster gardens are being rehabil-
itated with drought-tolerant crops 
and improved planting techniques. 
The Ministry of Agriculture’s 2016 
GIZ DEZA programme is upgrading 
community gardens so that they are 
drought tolerant. The community 
gardens aim to ensure that the peo-
ple of North Efate’s offshore islands 
can cope with what is expected to 
be the most severe drought experi-

enced in Vanuatu for decades. This 
will be achieved through improved 
farming techniques, such as drip 
irrigation, mulching, shade tree 
intercropping, use of grey and re-
cycled water, application of animal 
manures and green fertilizers, and 
the use of drought-tolerant crops, 
such as manioc and pineapple.

For the most updated information, 
please visit: 
www.unocha.org/el-nino-pacific
www.unocha.org/el-nino-asia-pacific 
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Latin
America
and the
Caribbean

The ongoing El Niño-induced 
drought remains a major concern 
for many countries in Latin America 
and the Caribbean due to the be-
low-normal rainfall recorded during 
the previous dry and wet seasons. 
Drought warnings have been issued 
for Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, 
Dominica, northern Guyana, St. Kitts 
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Trinidad and 
Tobago and northern Suriname. The 
outlook beyond March 2016 will see 
a drier early part of the year in the 
Lesser Antilles, and this may lead 
to drought concerns towards the 
end of the Caribbean dry season. In 
Central America, the 2015 drought, 
which followed successive years 
of poor rainfall in some areas, has 
left many poor households reliant 
on limited labour opportunities to 
fulfill food needs, particularly in 
dry corridor areas. Furthermore, 
although aggregate coffee produc-
tion in Guatemala, Honduras and 
Nicaragua continues to recover from 
the impact of the coffee rust out-
break since 2012, El Salvador re-
mains heavily affected, as do many 
small- and medium-scale producers 
throughout the region. Crisis (IPC 

Phase 3) outcomes are ongoing for 
the most affected households, with 
the greatest number of these in 
Guatemala. The number of people 
in need is expected to increase until 
the beginning of the Primera har-
vests in August 2016, particularly in 
southern Honduras, eastern El Salva-
dor and north-western Nicaragua. 

Contingency plans are being imple-
mented, which includes water deliv-
ery and water storage containers, as 
well as public awareness in Barba-
dos, Grenada, Guyana, Montserrat, 
St. Kitts and Nevis. Ecuador is suffer-
ing heavy rain possibly intensified 
by El Niño and is expected to reach 
its peak in March. Higher tides and 
warmer water temperatures have 
partially affected the fishing indus-
try. The Government of Ecuador has 
invested heavily in a series of mit-
igation works to reduce the risk of 
negative impacts. 

In Colombia, over 40 municipalities 
are facing water shortages due to 
high temperatures and limited rain-
falls, and the north-east department 
of Sucre has declared public calam-
ity. Thirteen departments continue 
to be on red alert for forest fires due 
to high temperatures and dry condi-
tions. About 15,000 people in An-
tioquia (north-west) have no access 
to water; the affected municipality 
has declared apublic calamity. In the 
south-west, three departments are 
on red alert for landslides due to 
heavy rains. 

The National Institute of Hydraulic 
Resources (INRH) reported that the 
drought in Cuba has affected more 
than 1 million people. Reservoirs re-
sponsible for supplying water to the 
population are at 58 per cent capac-
ity. Argentina and Paraguay continue 
to suffer climate conditions linked to 
El Niño. In Argentina, seven provinc-
es are affected and 30,000 people 
evacuated. This number may raise 
to 120,000 inhabitants and 3 million 
hectares affected. In Paraguay, seven 
departments and the Municipality 
of Asuncion are flooded, displacing 
some 128,000 people. 

BOLIVIA

31 K
hectares of 
crops are 
affected

31 K
families  
are
affected

854K
animals 
have been 
lost

Bolivia suffers drought and flooding 
due to El Niño. Drought in Bolivia 
particularly affects the highland 
regions (altiplano), while floods have 
concentrated on the centre, the east 
and the Amazon. At least 15 people 
have died due to the rains, thunder-
storms and drought recorded in late 
2015 and early 2016 as a result of 
El Niño. A total of 31,000 hectares 
of crops are affected and another 
26,000 are at risk due to hail, rain 
and droughts. The worst-affected 
departments are Potosi, Oruro, 
Chuquisaca, Cochabamba, La Paz 
and Santa Cruz, with 31,000 families 
affected by losses in agricultural 
production. About 854,000 animals, 
especially llamas and sheep, have 
been lost. 

The department of Potosi joined 
Chuquisaca, Oruro and Coch-
abamba in declaring an SoE on 22 
February. In Chuquisaca and Co-
chabamba, heavy rainfall, hail and 
storms affected crops, and Oruro 
and Potosi, drought damaged the 
traditional production in that region, 
especially quinoa and potato crops, 
which form the basis of the econo-
my in those areas. The Government 
expects a deficit this year of 47,039 
tonnes of potatoes due to the rains 
and drought.

The Government plans to import 
the required staples to ensure food 
security, and it plans to mobilize 
drilling teams and equipment in 
drought-affected areas to ensure 
drinking water for people and ani-
mals, with river and drain dredging 
in areas affected by flooding. The 
Government has drafted a Nation-
al Emergency Plan for the El Niño 
Phenomenon 2015-2016 with a 
budget of almost $21.5 million, 
54.5 per cent of which is allotted 

REGIONAL OVERVIEW
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to preparedness actions, 11.5 per 
cent to response and 34 per cent for 
reconstruction. The Government has 
so far supported 11,152 families, 
primarily with food items.

EL SALVADOR

700 K
people are 
affected

156K
people in 
IPC Phase 
3

6K
suspected 
cases of 
Zika virus

In El Salvador, an estimated 700,000 
people affected by the El Niño-in-
duced drought need food assis-
tance, with drought conditions 
expected to last until June 2016 in 
the dry corridor regions. An estimat-
ed 156,000 people (39,000 house-
holds) were facing Crisis (IPC Phase 
3) food security outcomes, and this 
number is expected to increase 
until the beginning of the Primera 
harvests in August 2016, particu-
larly in eastern El Salvador. Maize, 
beans and rice are the main source 
of calories and protein in the diet, 
but in times of acute stress, sorghum 
may also be consumed. Maize, 
beans and sorghum are produced 
by smallholders and larger farmers 
in the country, but rice is almost 
entirely imported. Most crop prices 
remain near to the five-year average, 
with red beans significantly cheaper 
than last year. 

As of 1 February, over 6,000 sus-
pected cases of Zika virus had been 
reported, 2,500 of which have been 
reported this year. There are an 
increasing number of cases of the 
auto-immune disease Guillian-Barré 
among those affected by Zika virus: 
46 cases of Guillian-Barré and two 
deaths have already been reported, 
with the average number of Guil-
lian-Barré cases per year being 169. 
Guillian-Barré is a rare syndrome 
that attacks the peripheral nervous 
system. 

GUATEMALA

65%
of families 
will exhaust 
food by 
April

50 %
of crops 
lost

1.3M
people 
are food 
insecure

Southern Guatemala received 
moderate rainfall this month, but 
rain deficits persist in the north and 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) food security 
outcomes are ongoing for the most 
affected households. The Interna-
tional Federation of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent (IFRC) estimates 
that 65 per cent of families country 
wide will have exhausted their food 
reserves by April 2016. The 2015 
drought caused extensive crop loss, 
with families reporting crop losses 
of 50 per cent and more. In addi-
tion to the drought, families employ 
inadequate planting, harvesting and 
soil conservation practices. After 
the onset of drought, the number 
of families that reported agricultur-
al activities as their main source of 
income dropped by almost 20 per 
cent, highlighting that El Niño is also 
a livelihoods crisis. 

Hundreds of farmers need fertilizers 
in Chiquimula to save their maize 
and beans harvest. Eastern and 
western Guatemala are most af-
fected by the substantial maize and 
bean crop losses, where 175,000 
families lost between 50 and 100 
per cent of maize and beans har-
vest. In the dry corridor, 1.3 million 
people remain food insecure. Se-
vere acute malnutrition is between 
3.3 and 5.7 per cent and external 
food assistance will be needed until 
August 2016. Chronic malnutrition 
is reportedly increasing due to 
consecutive years of extended dry 
spells. Households in the moun-
tains to the west are threatened by 
severe food insecurity, drought led 
to losses of the 2015 total staple 
production, and they have scarce 
job opportunities and low incomes. 
These households purchase food 
with money earned in limited agri-

cultural and non-agricultural labour 
opportunities. 

The Ministry of Environment Natural 
Resources (MARN) and the Ministry 
of Agriculture (MAGA) are working 
together to mitigate the effects of 
food insecurity. MARN has request-
ed support from the international 
community to reforest hundreds of 
hectares of land to stop the advance 
of the dry corridor. MAGA has en-
couraged farmers to delay planting 
until late May and has reported 
frosts in the Guatemalan highlands. 
The most affected department is 
Quetzaltenango, where 253 families 
lost crops. Water treatment is also 
a Government priority, particularly 
in the department of Chiquimula, 
with low coverage of drinking water, 
sanitation and hygiene. The EU is 
supporting with cash-transfer pro-
gramming and agricultural support 
through INGOs. 

HAITI

3.6 M
people 
affected

1.5 M
are severe-
ly food 
insecure

10%
of house-
holds have 
migrated 
members

El Niño continues to heavily affect 
the food security situation in Haiti, 
with the number of people affected 
rising to 3.6 million (36 per cent of 
the population), and approximately 
1.5 million people (300,000 house-
holds) are severely food insecure. 
The situation is pushing people to 
migrate in search of livelihoods. 
As reported by WFP, in the last six 
months, 10 per cent of households 
had members that migrated, 46 per 
cent to the Dominican Republic, 
25 per cent to other departments 
in Haiti, 16 per cent to other com-
munes in the same department, 8 
per cent to other countries in Latin 
America and 5 per cent to the Unit-
ed States. 

Approximately 21,500 children 
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need immediate therapeutic feed-
ing as a life-saving measure and 
some 50,000 require supplemental 
feeding. A Nutrition Evaluation study 
conducted in the 20 communes 
most affected by the drought shows 
that four communes are in an emer-
gency situation (GAM ranging be-
tween 16 and 28 per cent) and two 
in crisis (GAM between 11 and 13 
per cent).  

In 2015, Haiti suffered crop losses 
that could exceed 50 per cent of 
an average year, with losses of up 
to 70 per cent in some areas. This 
is a severe blow to food security in 
Haiti, where agriculture employs half 
of the working population and 60 
per cent of people live under the 
poverty line (less than $2 per day) 
including 25 per cent extremely 
poor. Additionally, 65 per cent of 
the households surveyed by WFP 
indicated that they will not plant for 
the spring 2016 season, mainly due 
to lack of financial resources. About 
67 per cent have neither planted 
for the winter 2016 and will not 
plant for the spring 2016. For these 
households, the possibilities of re-
covery are uncertain and very poor 
until Jan/Feb 2017, when the next 
winter harvest takes place. 

An early exhaustion of household 
stocks, low labour income-earning 
opportunities, and high prices for 
locally produced staples are leading 
to very high food assistance needs. 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes 
are likely in parts of the Plateau 
Central and Nippes, Sud Est, Sud, 
Grand’Anse, Ouest, Nord Ouest and 
Nord Est departments. Significant 
water shortages have been reported 
in the most-affected departments 
(North-west, Centre, South and 
South-east).

The Government will launch a 
response plan for an estimated 
200,000 people. WFP is provid-
ing direct food assistance and 
cash transfers to some 500,000 
people across the country. FAO is 
assisting 9,000 households in the 
north-west and south-east regions 
during the sowing period of the 
year, with packages that include 

seeds for maize, sorghum, sweet 
potato and cassava. On 5 February, 
IFRC launched an appeal for CHF 
2,037,059 (USD 2,055,926) for 12 
months of support to 12,000 peo-
ple. 

As of 1 March, nearly 72,000 people 
have crossed the border into Haiti 
from the Dominican Republic (DR) 
since June 2015, according to the 
International Office of Migration. 
This constitutes only a portion of 
the total returning population from 
DR to Haiti. The situation of those 
arriving in Haiti is difficult due to in-
sufficient reception capacity on the 
Haitian side of the border, with local 
municipalities stretched to respond 
and potential for tension with local 
residents. The situation is particular-
ly difficult near the border town of 
Anse-a-Pitre (Southeast region) that 
is hosting nearly 2,200 people in six 
informal sites, in a context of ex-
treme poverty and severe food inse-
curity. IOM is leading the relocation 
process of this population to other 
parts of Haiti with the provision of 
one-year rental subsidies and trans-
portation assistance.

HONDURAS

In addition to the persistent drought 
affecting southern Honduras, mod-
erate to heavy rain fell along the 
Atlantic coastline and more is pre-
dicted along the Gulf of Honduras. 
Damaging rain in early February has 
led to flooding and landslides in the 
Roatán Island of Honduras, which 
has affected at least 50 houses. 
However, it also has helped reduce 
and eliminate 30-day rainfall deficits 
over some areas. Vegetation indi-
ces have improved to ‘adequate to 
good’ conditions apart from local-
ized areas of northern and central 
Honduras. At the same time, approx-
imately 72 of every 100 Hondurans 
still face food insecurity and most 
live in rural areas, which will return 
to drought when the dry season 
begins. In the dry corridor, World 

Vision staff report that desperate 
communities are digging wells in an 
attempt to find water, children are 
falling ill with diarrhoea from drink-
ing dirty water, and villagers queue 
in the middle of the night at water-
holes due to demand. 

The Humanitarian Country Team has 
met with the Government to provide 
support to the emergency response 
actions to deal with the Zika virus. 

PERU

10 0
houses 
destroyed 
in floods

25
people 
injured

Limited 
El Niño 
impact in 
2015 but 
rains are 
coming

Heavy rains linked to El Niño 
swamped Peru in February. The Gov-
ernment reports numerous flooding 
events with overflowing waterways 
affecting homes and croplands. 
While filling reservoirs in the higher 
areas, it has also caused significant 
damage with rivers breaking their 
banks and landslides in several 
districts. On 17 February, flooding 
caused problems in Cusco hospital 
affecting neonatal intensive care 
emergency and trauma units, and 
on 20 February the river Masma was 
dammed by the remains of trees 
and other waste, causing flooding 
that affected homes and roads and 
destroyed a fish farm. Mudslides in 
the Pampa Hermosa district (near 
Lima) left 25 people injured and 
more than 100 houses destroyed. 
At least five towns are isolated af-
ter roads, houses and surrounding 
plantations were flooded. El Niño 
had limited impact in 2015 as it was 
the low temperature season and not 
the rainy season, but now very heavy 
rains are being felt. 

The Government outlined initial 
multisectoral measures and allotted 
funds for risk reduction and prepar-
edness.  The National Humanitarian 
Network (RHN – the Peruvian HCT) 
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evaluated that the risk was high for 
the country, and the decision was 
made to develop a contingency 
planning process last year, co-fund-
ed through an inter-agency process 
led by UNDP. Currently, a situation 
warranting activation of the RHN 

Response Protocol to mobilize inter-
national humanitarian cooperation 
does not exist. Capacities of local 
stakeholders were strengthened on 
post-El Niño recovery planning. In 
the Amazon Department of Loreto, 
for example, a recovery framework 

is being elaborated.

For the most updated information, 
please visit: 
www.unocha.org/el-nino-latin-amer-
ica-caribbean 
 

Central 
and West 
Africa

REGIONAL OVERVIEW

Central and West Africa 
El Niño has had only limited neg-
ative effects on Central and West 
Africa compared with other vul-
nerable regions. El Niño has been 
counterbalanced by various oceanic 
and meteorological systems in the 
Atlantic resulting in a relatively good 
rainy season. The region remains 
at potential risk given past experi-
ence with the impacts of El Niño in 
1972. Unusually high surface tem-
peratures at the end of 2015 and in 
January 2016 indicate that El Niño 
was slightly affecting West Africa. 
Average monthly temperatures in 
the Western coastal countries, such 
as Guinea, Senegal and Mauritania, 
were about 2°C higher than the 
average in December 2015 and 
January 2016. At the same time, 
the amount of rainfall in the Gulf 
of Guinea was below average and 
is likely to remain low until March/

April. The outlook for the first tri-
mester in 2016 predicts moderately 
higher-than-normal temperatures in 
Western parts of the region.

In Central Africa, rainfalls have been 
unusually strong, potentially linked 
to El Niño. The Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo (DRC) has been 
particularly affected with above-av-
erage rains along the Congo River 
Basin, in Haut Uélé and South Kivu 
provinces. The rains and subsequent 
flooding have destroyed thousands 
of homes, vital food stocks and 
crops and public infrastructure, with 
an estimated 382,000 people affect-
ed as of early January. The forecast 
for the first trimester in 2016 pre-
dicts below-average rains in most 
of Central Africa, but wet conditions 
in the affected parts of DRC are 
expected to continue in the coming 
month.  

El Niño dries up water in 
Honduras

This hole was dug in the river bed 
from where 36 families get their 
water. Elena, 21, said that it takes up 
to half an hour to fill a 5-gallon buck-
et. Women, men, boys and girls take 
turns starting at midnight in order to 
get enough water.

View full story at http://www.wvi.org/
gallery/el-ni%C3%B1o-dries-wa-
ter-honduras

AUTHOR
Melany Markham
Emergency Communications 
Specialist
World Vision South Sudan

Story by Victor Martinez
Photos by Israel Ortega Carcamo
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Funding for Humanitarian Response to El Niño: Status of Plans

Funding figures are based on OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS) where available and on information provid-
ed by partners and donors for plans that are not reflected in FTS. 

$175M 0% $0 $175MZIMBABWE 

COUNTRY REQUIREMENTS % FUNDING FUNDING GAP

COUNTRY REQUIREMENTS % FUNDING FUNDING GAP

$31M 9.68% $3M $28MEL SALVADOR 

TOTAL

$36M 28% $10M $26MLESOTHO 

$49M 12.24% $6M $43MHAITI 

$30M $80M 3% $1M $29MSWAZILAND 

$146M 49% $71M $75M

$1,400M 

$1,818M $765M $1.05B

TOTAL $492M $85M $397M 

$1,600M 

48.57% $680M $720METHIOPIA 

MALAWI 

$46M 6.52% $3M $43MHONDURAS 

$59M 21% $11.8M $47.2MLESOTHO 

Government

Humanitarian Country Team

immediate total

immediate total

$60M 0% $0 $60MMOZAMBIQUE

$54M 9.26% $5M $49MGUATEMALA 

$82M 0% $0 $82MSUDAN 

$132M 44.7% $59M $73MZIMBABWE 
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Guide to Giving

CERF has been one of the quick-
est and largest supporters of early 
humanitarian action in terms of 
the urgent and timely provision 
of funds for global response to 
the El Niño phenomenon. From 
mid-2015 to present, CERF has 
supported ten affected countries 
(Angola, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethi-
opia, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Malawi, Somalia and Zimbabwe) 
with $68.6 million in allocations. 
Several El Niño related drought 
applications are in the pipe-
line from affected countries for 
more than $26 million; including 
Djibouti, Lesotho, Mozambique, 
Swaziland and Somalia. 

CERF funds used to distribute 
food/cash or repair water sources 
not only provide direct life-saving 
assistance to people and their 
livestock but ensures that their 
stretched financial resources do 
not go towards purchasing these 
basic items. When CERF allocates 
funds to an emergency, donors 
should take it as an indication that 
the severity of a crisis has moved 
beyond the local/regional donor 
response and merits international 
attention from the capitols. Details 
on CERF’s El Niño-related alloca-
tions are available here: http://
reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/el-
ni-o-cerf-funded-response-2015-
2016-24-february-2016

Country-based pooled funds 
(CBPFs) are multi-donor human-
itarian financing instruments. 
Donor contributions to each CBPF 
are un-earmarked and allocated 
by the Humanitarian Coordinator 
through an in-country consul-
tative process. Allocations are 
channeled through OCHA to UN 
agencies, national and internation-
al non-governmental organiza-
tions and Red Cross/Red Crescent 
organizations. As of 2015, CBPFs 
operate in 18 countries: Afghan-
istan, Central African Republic, 
Colombia, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Ethiopia, Haiti, Iraq, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Myanmar, occu-
pied Palestinian territory, Pakistan, 
Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, 
Syria, Turkey and Yemen. Find out 
more about CBPFs and how to 
donate at: www.unocha.org/what-
we-do/humanitarian-financing/
how-to-give

CONTRIBUTING 
THROUGH THE
CENTRAL EMERGENCY RE-
SPONSE FUND (CERF)

DONATING
THROUGH 
COUNTRY-BASED 
POOLED FUNDS

To find out about existing HCT El 
Niño-related preparedness and 
response plans, please visit the 
following links:

•   Ethiopia 2016 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document, http://
tinyurl.com/ethiopia-hrd-2016-pdf

•   Zimbabwe 2015-16 Food 
Insecurity Response Plan, http://
tinyurl.com/ZimbabweElNino 

•   Honduras and Guatemala 2016 
Humanitarian Response Plan, 
http://tinyurl.com/hrp-ca-final-
web-2016

•   Sudan El Niño Mitigation and 
Preparedness Plan, http://reliefweb.
int/report/sudan/sudan-el-ni-o-
mitigation-and-preparedness-plan

Additional country and regional 
plans are being finalized. 

The United Nations urges donors to make cash rather than in-
kind donations, for maximum speed and flexibility, and to ensure 
the aid materials that are most needed are the ones delivered. If 
you can make only in-kind contributions in response to disasters 
and emergencies, please contact: logik@un.org

OCHA manages the Financial Tracking Service (FTS), which 
records all reported humanitarian contributions (cash, in-kind, 
multilateral and bilateral) to emergencies. Its purpose is to give credit and 
visibility to donors for their generosity and to show the total amount of 
funding and expose gaps in humanitarian plans. Please report yours to FTS, 
either by email to fts@un.org or through the online contribution report form 
at http://fts.unocha.org

CONTRIBUTING TO 
EL NIÑO 
RESPONSE EFFORTS

IN-KIND RELIEF AID

REGISTERING AND RECOGNIZING YOUR
CONTRIBUTION

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the maps do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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