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  FOOD SECURITY AND AGRICULTURE  
 
 

  

 

Food insecurity reported in some parts of the Two Areas 

Blue Nile (Southern Kurmuk County) 

Harvesting of sorghum the main staple continued across the SPLM/N-

controlled activities in January. Some farmers in Southern Kurmuk 

started early land preparations ahead of the planting season. The 

general overview of the 2021/2022 harvest was moderate across 

Southern Kurmuk; Komo Ganza was the most negatively affected area.  

 

There was a slight decrease in market price on food commodities in 

Wadaka and Yabus payams. In Wadaka payam, a malwa decreased from 

3,000 SSP in December to 1,500 SSP in January 2022, while in Komo 

Ganza, prices remained high. Local communities increased their 

dependence on wild roots as a coping mechanism and source of food. 

As such, early food and seed distribution are urgently needed. 

 

In Balila, a price of an adult goat rose from 20,000SSP to 50,000SSP,  

while  a kilogram of meat in the Mayak market was 3000 SSP  

in January 2022 and 2500 in December 2021. 

 

South Kordofan 

Harvesting of sorghum, sesame, okra bean and groundnuts are 

progressing on far farms across South Kordofan. However, according to 

the Secretariat of Agriculture and County Agriculture Directors, the 

production is low due to the low rainfall received last year. 

  

As a result of low productivity in both near and far farms during the last 

season, food prices remained high. Moreover, scarcity of food was 

reported, with most households unable to buy from the markets except 

for Dallami county, whose food items come from the crossline market 

and prices of items were low.   

 

Markets were fully functional, but sorghum, beans, okra, groundnuts, 

and sesame, were scarce due to low production. Imported goods like 

sugar, coffee, soap, and oil, among others, were available but expensive 

- the county’s unstable economy affects people’s purchasing power. 

  

 
 

 

 

 Highlights 
Over 20,000 livestock 

vaccinated in Southern 

Kurmuk County 

 

 

Covid awareness campaigns 

continue in the Two Areas 

 

High influx of returnees 

registered in SPLMN-

controlled areas 

 

Households reported 

depleted food stcoks 

particularly in Komo Ganza 

 

Cattle raids increased in the 

South Kordofan and Western 

Jebel 

 
 
 

 

 

Remains of houses burnt in Heiban County, South Kordofan  - January 2022 
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Western Jebel 

 

The Secretariat of Agriculture reported that the overall yield across the area was approximated to be  

45-50  per cent. However, the low yield reported in the current agricultural season was primarily due 

to a shortage of rainfall that eventually caused drought for three consecutive weeks in early October 

2021. The trend greatly affected the yield in terms of quantity and quality too. Furthermore, pests, theft, 

and fire outbreak were reported to have affected the farm produce besides drought experienced in the 

area. 

 

According to a quarterly surveys assessment in January 2022, the majority of households reported 

depleted food stocks. As a result, 20 per cent of households depended on sale of livestock to purchase 

basic food items. And the main copying strategy for 60 per cent of the households was the sale of 

grass, poles, charcoal, and wild fruits as a source of income. The influx of returnees from Government 

controlled areas into Western Jebel exerted pressure on the little available food stocks. Urgent 

humanitarian intervention is needed as soon as possible. 

 

Major cross-line markets (Dilling, Kule, Umjimena, and Lagawa) were fully functional. However, by 

reporting time, market prices of food and non-food items across monitored markets witnessed an 

increase in sorghum, beans, and sesame prices. The rise in prices was due to a low supply of farm 

produce, transportation costs, and high demand from returnees. For example, a malwa of sorghum 

increased from 250 SDG in December to 450 SDG in January. Insecurity in Government-controlled areas 

affected prices of cooking oil, sugar, wheat flour, fuel, onions among others. 

   

  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seasonal calendar for South Kordofan and the Blue Nile 
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HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

Shortage of essential drugs at community-based health centres 

Blue Nile (Southern Kurmuk County) 

The health sector of the Two Areas faces shortages of essential drugs and a limited number of health 

workers. In most cases, deliveries are being managed by community-based traditional birth attendants, with 

associated risks of home child deliveries due to lack and distance of health facilities. Partners continue to 

intervene with the limited resources they have. Still, more is needed given the overwhelming number of 

patients across South Kurmuk, including the isolated areas of Amoro and Zosak. On the other hand, the 

Secretariat of Health has conducted Covid-19 awareness campaigns - in Southern Kurmuk, a low number 

of patients with COVID-19-like symptoms were registered. MUAC screening for children between12 months 

to 59 months is ongoing. 

   

  

South Kordofan 

Cases of malaria, cough, watery diarrhea, and skin diseases, among other health maladies, remain rampant. 

Malaria is common among infants, with only two hospitals responding to cases and most patients having 

to wait for one day or two to receive medical attention. A diarrhea outbreak in children was reported in 

Western Kadugli (Abusunun, Korong, & Kafina villages) and Thobo (Kacha village), with 119 cases and 13 

fatalities.  

 

COVID-19 awareness continues in the Two Areas, but authorities and partners lack isolation centres, 

vaccines, and personal protective equipment. There is only one testing machine capable of conducting 

PCRs. 

   

  

Western Jebel 

According to clinical officers and health directors’ monthly epidemiological records, 13,306 patients were 

treated in the Western Jebel region for different diseases. Furthermore, home deliveries were the most 

frequent across all counties, leading to an increased maternal mortality rate. 

   

  

EDUCATION 
The education sector in the Two Areas continues to face challenges 

Western Jebel 

Reports from the Secretariat of Education indicated that 134 educational institutions (65 nursery schools, 3 

secondary schools, and 1 teacher training college) were in session. There was a total enrollment of 21,969 

students (10,846 are females and 10,923 are males). 99 per cent of these schools depend on communities 

for school feeding, teachers’ incentives among others.  
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ANIMAL HEALTH 
Lack of essential drugs in the Two Areas affects livestock 

Blue Nile (Southern Kurmuk County)  

Between December 2021 and January 2022, 9,100 head of cattle, 20,000 goats/sheep, and 380 dogs were 

vaccinated with the help of FAO South Sudan. In other programming areas, 100 women will receive 3 

goats each through the help of a partner agency. 

   

 South Kordofan 

The animal health sector continues to face challenges, including lack of veterinary drugs, insecurity 

(particularly around cross-line areas), lack of pastures due to drought and wildfires, and insufficient 

drinking water. Additionally, reports from the field indicate that 39 cows, 159 sheep/goats, and 900 

poultry died from various diseases in Dallami County. In Western Kadugli, 512 goats and 950 sheep died 

from chronic respiratory diseases and diarrhea, while in Thobo, 160 cows, 300 goats, and sheep died from 

lumpy skin diseases and diarrhea. Livestock vaccination is urgently needed. 

   

  

WASH 
Unsafe drinking water for thousands in the Two Areas 

Western Jebel  

Reports show that households spend long hours (about 3) at water points. Moreover, the same water 

points are shared with animals, which threatens people's health. There are only 1050 households with 

latrines, and 10,486 individuals are reported as practicing open defecation.  

  

  
 

PROTECTION, ACCESS, AND SECURITY 
Influx of returnees registered in the Two Areas 

South Kordofan 

On 25/01/2022, an attack on two charcoal burners by raiders resulted in the death of one person (Western 

Kadugli County, Lima village).  

On 23/01/2022, 12 goats were looted by Bagara in Nyukur payam, Abiyat village.  

On15/01/2022, 70 goats were looted reportedly by raiders in the Nyukur Payam. 

On 20/01/2022, four people were killed by unknown gunmen in Al-azark, Heiban County and 13 houses 

were set on fire. 

On 19/01/2022, traders were involved in a road ambush in Kumbur payam, resulting in one death and 4 

injuries.  

On 18/01/2022, in Kedber villege,  Dallami County, two people were killed and one injured by raiders.  

12/01/2022,  in Dallami payam, a person was injured, one hand pump destroyed and 29 goats were looted 

by raiders.  

Peacebuilding initiatives continue in the area, as a way of improving co-existence among the communities. 
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Western Jebels 

According to the payam administrators, 200 households (800 individuals) were registered in January, mainly 

from Sudan. Reasons given for returning included the search for food, the extreme cost of living in towns, 

lack of employment opportunities and causal work, and the political crisis in Sudan. 

On 2 01/2022, 130 heads of cattle were looted from Kuresh village, Salara payam, Dilling county.  

 

ON 20/01/2022, 17 heads were looted from Manderi village, Julud payam, Dilling county. 

 

In the isolated enclave of Abjunub payam, El-Sonut county, a boy was shot in the right arm by raiders in 

an attempted cattle raid.   

  

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The SKBN CU reports security incidents according to the information received from a variety of sources. This information does not include a comprehensive 
verification of perpetrators or damages. 
 

This monthly update on humanitarian issues in the Blue Nile and South Kordofan states is compiled by the SKBN Coordination Unit. With three main functions of 
information, coordination, and advocacy, the SKBNCU strives to put out regular and accurate information on the humanitarian situation of people affected by the 
conflict since 2011.  
Please send your comments to advocacy@skbncu.org 
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