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This Week
Polio this week as of 12 February 2020

A time-limited working group has been put together to manage
and coordinate GPEI’s activities to enable a rapid and e�ective roll
out of nOPV2. Take a look at the terms of reference for the working
group.
With the evolving public health emergency associated with the
increase in new emergences of circulating vaccine-derived
poliovirus type 2, a draft decision was adapted by the WHO
Executive Board during last week’s meeting. Read more
Would you like to improve your knowledge on polio in an
interactive way? A one-hour online course – Introduction to
Poliomyelitis and the Global Polio Eradication Initiative is now
available on theOpenWHO learning platform. Using your
OpenWHO credentials to log in, the course can be accessed here.
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and environmental
samples): 

Pakistan: �ve WPV1 cases, twelve WPV1 positive
environmental samples and three cVDPV2 positive
environmental samples
Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case and one cVDPV2 positive
environmental sample
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo):  two cVDPV2
cases
Somalia: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples
Angola: three cVDPV2 cases
Cote d’Ivoire: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples
Ethiopia: seven cVDPV2 cases
Philippines: one cVDPV2 case and three cVDPV2 positive
environmental sample
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http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/nOPV2-working-group-TORs-20200206.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB146/B146_21Add1-en.pdf
https://openwho.org/courses/polio-introduction
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See country sections below for more details.

Wild poliovirus type 1 and Circulating vaccine-derived
poliovirus cases

Total cases
Year-to-date

2020
Year-to-date

2019
Total in

2019
WPV cVDPV WPV cVDPV WPV cVDPV

Globally 12 6 9 6 173 329

—in endemic countries 12 4 9 3 173 40

—in non-endemic
countries 0 2 0 3 0 289

Case breakdown by country

Countries
Year-to-
date 2020

Year-to-
date 2019

Total in
2019

Onset of
paralysis of
most recent

case
WPV cVDPV WPV cVDPV WPV cVDPV WPV cVDPV

afghanistan 0 0 2 0 29 0
7-
Dec-
2019

NA

angola 0 0 0 0 0 114 NA
18-
Dec-
2019

benin 0 0 0 0 0 7 NA
6-
Nov-
2019

burkina faso 0 0 0 0 0 1 NA
30-
Nov-
2019

central african
republic 0 0 0 0 0 19 NA

10-
Dec-
2019

chad 0 0 0 0 0 3 NA
28-
Oct-
2019

china 0 0 0 0 0 1 NA
25-
Apr-
2019
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Countries
Year-to-
date 2020

Year-to-
date 2019

Total in
2019

Onset of
paralysis of
most recent

case
WPV cVDPV WPV cVDPV WPV cVDPV WPV cVDPV

democratic
republic of the
congo

0 0 0 2 0 84 NA
5-
Dec-
2019

ethiopia 0 1 0 1 0 11 NA
1-
Jan-
2020

ghana 0 0 0 0 0 12 NA
29-
Nov-
2019

myanmar 0 0 0 0 0 6 NA
9-
Aug-
2019

niger 0 0 0 0 0 1 NA
3-
Apr-
2019

nigeria 0 1 0 3 0 18 NA
1-
Jan-
2020

pakistan 12 3 7 0 144 22
22-
Jan-
2020

12-
Jan-
2020

philippines 0 1 0 0 0 15 NA
15-
Jan-
2020

somalia 0 0 0 0 0 3 NA
8-
May-
2019

togo 0 0 0 0 0 7 NA
20-
Dec-
2019

zambia 0 0 0 0 0 2 NA
25-
Nov-
2019

NA: Onset of paralysis in most recent case is prior to 2017. Figures
exclude non-AFP sources. In 2018, cVDPV includes all three serotypes 1,
2 and 3.
For Somalia: 1 cVDPV2 and cVDPV3 isolated from one AFP case.
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cVDPV de�nition: see document “Reporting and classi�cation of
vaccine-derived polioviruses” at [pdf].

Weekly country updates as of 12 February 2020

Afghanistan

No case of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case was reported this
week. The total number of WPV1 cases reported in 2019 remain 29.
Read the latest polio snapshot from Afghanistan to see
information on cases, surveillance and vaccination campaigns.

Pakistan

Five wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases were reported this week:
three from Sindh province and two from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province. This brings the number of cases in 2020 to 12 and 144 for
2019.
12 WPV1 positive environmental samples were reported: nine in
Sindh province, two in Punjab province and one in Balochistan
province.
Three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples were reported: one
from Khyber Pakhtoon and two from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Tribal
Districts (KPTD).
Read the latest polio snapshot from Pakistan to see information on
cases, surveillance and vaccination campaigns.

Nigeria

One case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)
was reported from Anambra province making it the �rst case in
2020. There were 18 cVDPV2 cases reported in 2019.
One cVDPV2 positive environmental sample was also reported
from Anambra province.
Read our Nigeria country page country page for more information.

Angola

Three cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2
(cVDPV2) were reported this week: one each from Bié, Huambo

http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/VDPV_ReportingClassification.pdf
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/afghanistan-polio-snapshot-november-2019/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/pakistan-polio-snapshot-december-2019/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/nigeria/
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and Namibe provinces. There were 114 cVDPV2 cases from seven
outbreaks reported in 2019.
Learn more about vaccine-derived polioviruses through this short
animation or this ‘Co�ee with Polio Experts’ video.
Read our Angola country page for more information.

Benin

No case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)
was reported this week. There were seven cVDPV2 cases in 2019
linked to the Jigawa outbreak in Nigeria.
The risk of further cVDPV2 spread across West Africa remains
high.
Read our Benin country page for more information.

Burkina Faso

No case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)
was reported this week. There is one case from 2019 in the
country, linked to the Jigawa outbreak in Nigeria.
Read our Burkina Faso country page for more information.

Central African Republic

No case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)
was reported this week. There were 19 reported cases in 2019 from
six di�erent outbreaks of cVDPV2 in 2019.
Read our Central African Republic country page for more
information.

Chad

No case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)
was reported this week. There were three cVDPV2 cases in 2019
linked to the Jigawa outbreak in Nigeria.
The risk of further cVDPV2 spread across the Lake Chad subregion
remains high.
Read our Chad country page for more information.

China

http://polioeradication.org/news-post/vaccine-derived-polioviruses/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/coffee-with-polio-experts-carolyn-sein-who/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/angola/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/benin/
http://polioeradication.org/burkina-faso/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/central-african-republic/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/chad/
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No cVDPV2 cases were reported this week. The total number of
cVDPV2 cases reported in the country from 2019 remains one.
Learn more about vaccine-derived polioviruses through this short
animation or this ‘Co�ee with Polio Experts’ video.
Read our China country page for more information.

Côte d’Ivoire

Three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples were reported: one
from Abidjan 2 province and two from Abidjan 1 Grands Ponts
province, all linked to the Jigawa outbreak in Nigeria.
Read our Côte d’Ivoire country page for more information.

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo)

Two cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2
(cVDPV2) were reported this week fromKwilu province and two
from Sankuru, bringing the total number of 2019 cases to 84.
DR Congo continues to be a�ected by several other genetically-
distinct cVDPV2s (notably in Kasai,Kwilu, Kwango and Sankuru
provinces).
Read our Democratic Republic of the Congo country page for more
information.

Ghana

No case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)
was reported this week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases
reported in 2019 remains 12.
The risk of further cVDPV2 spread across West Africa remains
high.
Read our Ghana country page for more information.

Horn of Africa

Seven cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2
(cVDPV2) were reported in Ethiopia: four from Oromiya province
and three from the Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples’
Regional State (SNNPR), one of them being the �rst case in 2020.
There are 12 cVDPV2 cases reported in Ethiopia so far; four cases
linked to the outbreak in neighbouring Somalia and eight cases

http://polioeradication.org/news-post/vaccine-derived-polioviruses/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/coffee-with-polio-experts-carolyn-sein-who/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/china/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/cote-divoire/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/ghana/
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part of 3 di�erent outbreaks in Ethiopia.
Somalia has reported a total of 15 cVDPV cases (eight type 2, six
type 3 and one coinfection of both type 2 and type 3) since the
beginning of the outbreak.
Learn more about vaccine-derived polioviruses through this short
animation or this ‘Co�ee with Polio Experts’ video.

Iran

No new WPV1-positive environmental samples were reported this
week.  In total, three WPV1-positive environmental samples were
reported in 2019, all from Sistan and Balochistan province.  The
isolated viruses were detected in environmental samples only, and
genetic sequencing con�rms they are linked to WPV1 circulating in
Karachi, Pakistan.
Read our Iran country page for more information.

Malaysia

No cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 1 (cVDPV1)
were reported this week. The total number of cases reported in
2019 remains three.
Read our Malaysia country page for more information.

Myanmar

No circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 1 (cVDPV1) case was
reported this week. There were six reported cases of cVDPV1 in
2019.
Read our Myanmar country page for more information.

Philippines

One cVDPV2 case was reported this week from Central Luzon
province making it the �rst case in 2020. The total number of
cVDPV2 cases reported in 2019 remains 13.
No cVDPV1 case was reported this week. There are two cVDPV1
cases in the country from 2019.
Three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples were reported: two
from the National Capital Region and one from Central Visayas
province.

http://polioeradication.org/news-post/vaccine-derived-polioviruses/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/coffee-with-polio-experts-carolyn-sein-who/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/iran/
http://polioeradication.org/malaysia/
http://polioeradication.org/where-we-work/myanmar/
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Read our Philippines country page for more information.

Togo

No case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)
was reported this week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases
reported in 2019 remains seven.
Read our Togo country page for more information.

Zambia

No case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)
was reported this week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases
reported in 2019 remains two.
Read our Zambia country page for more information.
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