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         PREAMBLE

V

H istory of mankind 
provide us with  
enough evidence to 

substantiate the claim that “war 
is the conduct of politics by other 
means”. In The Republic,  Socrates 
proclaims that” war is derived 
from causes which are also the 
causes of almost all the evils in 
states, private as well as public “

If war is inevitable “ it should 
be conducted  with order and a 
sacred respect for the rights of 
civilians.” observes Immanuel 
Kant. The humanist philosopher 
makes another observation 
“Necessity has no law. And yet 
there cannot be a necessity 
that could make what is wrong 
lawful”. While the purpose of 
waging war could be to attain 
morally or politically justifiable 
objectives which has the support 
of a vast majority of people, as 
it is the case in the present war 
against the Terrorist menace 
that has engulfed this island for 
a quarter of a century, war is a 
brutal exercise. What redeems 
the harshness of its brutality is the 
peace that follows its conclusion.

The ultimate test of conquest 
is how things are brought to an 
end. For that there should be a 
strategy for peace that will justify 
the moral high ground that is 
claimed by all who fight terrorism 
the world over.

Jawaharlal Nehru writing in 
“The Discovery of India” who as 
Prime Minister introduced the 
policy of Panache Seela – an 
essentially Buddhist  concept  too 
accepts that war can some times 
be inevitable. The Philosopher 
statesman writes “The world 
of today has achieved much, 
but for all its declared love for 
humanity, it has based itself far 
more on hatred and violence 
than on the virtues that make 
man human. War is the negation 
of truth and humanity. WAR MAY 
BE UNAVOIDABLE SOME TIMES, 
but its progeny are terrible to 
contemplate..” 

The justice of a righteous war 
becomes self evident only if all 
evil that emanated from the 
conflict is eradicated.  

“IN THE MIDST OF ARMS
 LAWS ARE SILENT” 

feedback@cha.lk
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T he last few months on Wall Street 
have destroyed trillions of dollars 
of personal wealth (not the 

same as national wealth), brought down 
great banking and investment houses, 
frozen credit markets and questioned the 
foundations of the economic philosophy 
espoused by the high and mighty in US 
and Western Europe. Here is Wall Street 
Journal (September 22,2008): “Gone 
is the faith, shared by the nation’s (US) 
leadership with varying degrees of 
enthusiasm, that the road to prosperity 
is to unleash financial markets to allocate 
capital, take risks, enjoy profits and 
absorb losses. Erased is the hope that 
markets correct themselves when they 
overshoot’. President Nicolas Sarkozy 
proposed in the General Assembly on 
23 September that ‘regulated capitalism’, 
which is anathema in US academia and 
the political establishment, is the right 
road to take. The World Bank, IMF and 
US academia dare not any more advise 
the rest of the world on financial sector 
reforms, the bread and butter of scores 
of much touted graduates from Business 
Schools. What, if any, fall out on us?

Our primitive credit and capital markets 
were not exposed to the sophisticated 
debt instruments whose failure brought 
down the edifice of which Bear Stems, 
Lehman Brothers, Merrill Lynch, Morgan 
Stanley and Goldman Sachs were 
mighty pillars. China, India, Japan. Korea 
and Thailand were exposed in varying 
degrees. Consequently, the fall out on 
us is not going to be direct; no financial 
houses here will fail because of exposure 
to the tornado in US markets.

However, US will most likely face a 
mild and prolonged recession. Most of 
Europe, except Britain, is in recession. In 
London, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said the other day that this was the worst 

economic situation that Britain had faced 
in 60 years, that takes you back to 1948, 
three years after World War II. Japan’s 
economy has been going nowhere for 
more than a decade and Taro Aso will not 
take it anywhere either. China is going to 
be severely affected because its growth is 
heavily dependent on exports. Domestic 
consumption comprises no more than 55 
per cent of aggregate demand in China. 
India is unlikely to be severely affected 
as domestic consumption is a far larger 
component of aggregate demand in that 
country than in China.

Demand for exports from Sri Lanka 
are likely to be affected adversely as 
markets dry up in developed countries. 
Those exports include tourism. Prices of 
raw materials have been falling for some 
three months and they are about 40 
percent below their peak earlier this year. 
Petroleum prices will come down after the 
temporary rise caused by disturbances in 
the Delta region in Nigeria. Food prices 
are about 30 per cent lower than three 
months ago.There is no gurantee that it is 
a trend that will last for long. 

Demand for garments , and other 
commodity exports  will be weaker in all 
our traditional  export markets. However, 
credit is likely to be avaialable at a price  
in international markets as demand for 
capital falls in developed markets.With 
zero growth predicted for the develped 
countries Foreign Direct Investment in 
the forseeable future is most unlikely. 
All in all, bad times are ahead for us. 
If the Government will go ahead with 
extravagant expenditure plans regardless 
what happens in the rest of the world it 
may win another round of elections. Let 
us hope that saner counsel will prevail. If 
not ‘ On to the abyss faster!’

Publius

Wall Street Melt Down
What it Portends to Us and the Region
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A knowledge economy is 
defined as one that creates, 
disseminates and uses 

knowledge to enhance its growth and 
development. This definition is quite 
broader than the general perception of 
the knowledge economy which often 
refers to the use and the advancement 
of information technology. The above 
definition reveals that the content of 
the knowledge economy includes a 
wide range of aspects of the economy 
including the use and the advancement 
of information technology. 

Knowledge has many forms 
and contributes to growth and 
development in different ways. Unlike 
the tangible assets of the economy, 
there has been little understanding 
of knowledge as an economic factor 
that contributes to the advancement 
of the society.  The emergence of the 
knowledge-based economy is simply 
the outburst of information, data and 
codified and scientific knowledge. This 
explosion of knowledge is propelled 
by a revolution in information and 
communication technology (ICT) and 
greater involvement in research and 
development (R&D) activities.

In traditional societies, the 
generation of knowledge is conceived 
as a process internal to a single entity. 
Families of tribes gathered new 
knowledge and ideas to develop their 
hunting or farming tools and methods. 
But knowledge in modern days is 
increasingly a product of network 
entities. Though different entities 
engage in developing knowledge, 
individually or collectively, they often 
reveal their finding to others. With the 
rapid advancement of the ICT, newly 

created knowledge rapidly moves 
within the knowledge searching 
entities (firms, institutions, cross-
borders), leading to further search of 
knowledge. Scientific or basic research 
has long been contributed to the 
update of knowledge and is essential 
to the knowledge-based economy. 

It is evident that tasks of knowledge 
and processes of knowledge creation 
are becoming more and more rapid 
and decentralized. Also many forms 
of knowledge are becoming more 
complex and context-specific. The 
degree of the complexity of knowledge 
is increasing with the expansion of the 
context-specific knowledge creation. 
The expansion of the knowledge-
based economy has been propelled 
by the following factors: scientific 
research and innovation; globalization 
of communications and commerce; 

integrative information infrastructure; 
commoditization of ICT and codified 
knowledge; vertical dis-aggregation 
of industry, and outsourcing; and 
expanded industrial value chains.

The creation of the knowledge 
economy involves a wide range of 
policy issues. These policy issues 
include public investment priorities, 
dissemination of research results, 
technology transfer, rules and 
regulations and the form and scope 
of private controls on information 
and knowledge. In many instances, 
knowledge creation has been the 
responsibility of public entities such as 
universities and other research centers, 
and private firms and private research 
centers. However, rapid movement 
of knowledge across different sectors 
and institutions should be encouraged 
for further creation of knowledge. 
The university-industry technology 
transfer and research coordination, 
the public funding of large cross-
sector and multidisciplinary research 
projects and the creation of new 
markets for technology all reflect the 
importance of moving research and 
technology across boundaries in order 
to facilitate commercialization. 

The use of the cyber-infrastructure 
efficiently involves cross subsidization 
of many intercom facilities such as 
internet. A deeper understanding 
of knowledge is necessary to 
support the vast knowledge-related 
investments, institutions, and laws 
of the economy. Movements of 

The knowledge economy:
Is Sri Lanka heading towards it?

 Dr. J.M. Ananda Jayawickrema High-tech production 
process requires the 
country’s ability to 

consistently update the 
technology by domestic 
knowledge creation or 
by adaptation of new 
technology generated 

outside the country. 
The low level of R&D 
activities and lack of 

innovations have affected 
the transformation of the 
production from low-tech 

to high-tech products. 
The country’s low foreign 

investment volume (0.03% 
of world FDI) may be due 
to the lack of knowledge 

generation and less 
knowledge diffuse in the 

country.
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knowledge between entities do not 
pass through conventional priced 
markets and therefore cannot be 
counted as transactions. Further, 
knowledge is continually transformed 
by technology, market conditions, and 
institutions. Yet the growing scope, 
scale, and economic importance of 
knowledge demands an assessment 
that contributes not only to scientific 
understanding but to decision-
making about the future of knowledge 
and the policies needed to realize 
that vision. Knowledge economy is 
a product of research, education, 
the technical workforce, scientific 
discovery and innovation. It is highly 
correlated with economic growth. 
To remain competitive in the global 
market, countries have to update 
their technology through increased 
investments on the knowledge based 
economy. 

Measurement of Knowledge 
Economy

The state of the knowledge economy 
can be measured by Knowledge 
Economy Index (KEI) which takes into 
account whether the environment of 
a country is conducive for knowledge 
to be used effectively for economic 
development, and Knowledge Index 
(KI) which measures a country’s 
ability to generate, adapt and diffuse 
knowledge 

Sri Lankan knowledge economy was 
ranked 81 among 140 countries based 
on these indices. The knowledge 
economy score of 4/10 implies that not 
only the relative ranking but also the 
absolute level of score is unimpressive. 
Though it is ahead of the neighboring 
countries like India (rank 100) and 
Bangladesh (rank 127), the knowledge 
economy of Sri Lanka is far behind 
that of countries such as Singapore 
(rank 19), Malaysia (rank 46) and China 
(rank 77). None of the four pillars of 
the knowledge economy (incentives 
and institutional regime, innovations, 
education and ICT) in Sri Lanka is 
satisfactory. In the economic incentives 
and institutional regime cluster, the 
country has scored high because of 
less restrictiveness of international 
trade. However, regulatory quality and 
rule of law scores are very low due to 

the unsatisfactory state of regulation, 
law enforcement and predictability 
of the judiciary. The country’s score 
on the innovation system is very 
low because of inadequate research 
content. The educational aspect of the 
country’s knowledge economy is also 
unsatisfactory (score 5/10) despite the 
high literacy rate. Compared to Asian 
emerging economies, Sri Lanka’s ICT 
facilities are still quite inadequate 
(score 2.4/10). 

Knowledge creation in Sri Lanka

Research is one of the main 
ingredients of the knowledge 
economy. It creates new knowledge 
or helps absorb the existing 
knowledge or technology with certain 
adaptation. Universities and higher 
educational centers function as main 
research centers. Post-graduate 
degree programmes and individual or 

collective research of academic staff 
contribute to the knowledge creation 
greatly. University staff with PhD level 
training is deemed to take a leading 
role in research.  The research content 
of the Sri Lankan universities can be 
seriously questioned as they mainly 
function as undergraduate teaching 
centers. This can be observed in the 
number of students and the number 
of degree programmes. Postgraduate 
training and research orientation is 
remarkably low and unsatisfactory. 
In some cases, existing degree 
programmes attracts students not 
because of the attractiveness or the 
brilliance of the programme but 
because obtaining the degree is almost 
certain. In such cases, the quality 
of the programme and therefore 
objectives of the research works are 
not met. Offering post-graduate 
degrees for the sake of money making 
or sympathy would benefit neither 
the degree holder nor the country. 
Further, there are many PhD holders 
in universities who have not been able 
to train a single PhD candidate. The 
lack of a conducive environment for 
research and the lack of performance 
base promotion scheme have resulted 
in a very unsatisfactory research 
culture in universities. Many university 
teachers are more than happy to teach 
at undergraduate programmes and do 
not actively contribute to the creation 
of knowledge. 

Insufficient resources allocated for 
R&D activities is another constraint for 
the knowledge generation. R&D covers 
basic research, applied research and 
experimental development. Public and 
private R&D spending includes current 
and capital expenditure on creative 
work under taken systematically to 
increase knowledge and the use of 
knowledge for new applications. 
As given in the World Development 
Report, developed countries like Japan 
and the USA spend more than 2.5 
percent of their GDP on R&D activities. 
Countries like Singapore, China and 
Malaysia have increased their R&D 
activities in 2003/2004 markedly from 
its figure in 1996. Singapore spends 
more than 2% of their GDP on R&D 
works. China also recently increased its 
R&D spending to about 1.5% of GDP. 
Malaysia, India and even Bangladesh 

The creation of the 
knowledge economy 

involves a wide range of 
policy issues. These policy 

issues include public 
investment priorities, 

dissemination of research 
results, technology transfer, 

rules and regulations 
and the form and scope 

of private controls on 
information and knowledge. 

In many instances, 
knowledge creation has 
been the responsibility 
of public entities such 

as universities and other 
research centers, and 

private firms and private 
research centers.
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have spent more than 0.5% of their 
GDP on R&D activities. However, 
both the private sector and public 
sector R&D activities in Sri Lanka 
together accounted for only 0.14 % 
of GDP in the year 2000 which is 0.04 
percentage point lower than the figure 
in 1996. The country spends relatively 
a lesser amount on the search of new 
knowledge and the applicability of 
the existing knowledge. Further, the 
government has allocated only 0.24% 
of its total budget for the Ministry of 
Science and Technology in 2008. This 
implies that only a very small amount 
of resources are allocated to basic and 
applied research in universities and 
other research centers. Further, as the 
private sector does not engage in high-
tech production process and does not 
compete for such commodities in the 
global market, the research content 
of the private sector is very low. This 
absolutely low level of R&D spending 
is not sufficient to build the country’s 
knowledge economy.

The expansion of the tertiary 
education is an essential requirement 
for the knowledge economy. The 
university student and academic 
staff ratio has been increased from 
16.3 in 2001 to 18.3 in 2006. During 
the period the number of students in 

universities has increased from 48899 
to 66166 and university academic 
staff increased from 2999 to 3620. At 
the same time the number of students 
registered in technical colleges has 
been increased from 17345 in 2000 to 
27199 in 2006. However, the number 
of teaching staff in technical colleges 
has fallen from 612 t0 526 during 
the period. As a result the student-
teacher ratio in technical colleges has 
increased from 28.3 in 2000 to 51.7 in 
2006. This increase in university and 
technical college student population 
has implied the broaden opportunities 
for the tertiary education.  

Innovations and knowledge 
generation in the production sector 
requires many people trained in 
science and engineering fields. The 
proportion of science (16%) and 
engineering (10%) students is not 
quite high compared to arts (35%) 
and commerce and management 
(20%) graduates. It is also revealed 
that many science and engineering 
graduates leave the country seeking 
foreign employment which seriously 
hampers the domestic knowledge 
creation, innovation and economic 
growth.  It is also learnt that the job 
creation in the economy for science 
and engineering graduates is also 

not quite impressive. According to 
the Labour Force Survey 2001, only 
about 18% of the total employment 
are professionals (5.7%), technicians 
and associate professionals (5.5%) and 
plant and machinery operators and 
assemblers (6.6%). Another 15% of 
employment fall into the category of 
craft and related workers. 

The chart on the cover page gives 
Sri Lanka’s post-graduate student 
population by academic stream. One 
positive aspect of post-graduate 
studies is the increase in the overall 
enrollment of the programme. The 
total number of students has increased 
by nearly 15% from 2003 to 2006. This 
is indeed a good sign of the expansion 
of the tertiary education and the 
research content of the universities. 
However, it seems that about 87% of 
the total post-graduate students are 
in the fields of arts, education and 
commerce/management studies. 
In particular, the number of post-
graduate students in arts subjects has 
increased from 35% in 2003 to 46% 
in 2006. The post-graduate student 
population in the fields of science and 
information has fallen sharply. This 
certainly has a negative impact on 
the scientific research. However, the 

Innovations and 
knowledge generation 

in the production sector 
requires many people 
trained in science and 

engineering fields. The 
proportion of science 

(16%) and engineering 
(10%) students is not 

quite high compared to 
arts (35%) and commerce 

and management (20%) 
graduates. It is also revealed 

that many science and 
engineering graduates 

leave the country seeking 
foreign employment 

which seriously hampers 
the domestic knowledge 
creation, innovation and 

economic growth. 
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number of post-graduate students 
in the fields of engineering and 
architecture/quantity survey has 
increased from 32 and 27 in 2003 to 
243 and 91 in 2006 respectively. 

Another measure of the knowledge 
creation and knowledge update 
is the export share of high-tech 
products. The share of manufactured 
exports of total exports indicates the 
expansion of the industrial sector. 
Sri Lanka’s manufactured exports 
account for 70% of total exports and 
remain close to the world average 
(72%). However, the share of high-
tech exports of manufactured exports 
is almost negligible in Sri Lanka 
(1%) and the South Asia (avg. 4%) 
compared to countries like Singapore 
(57%), Malaysia (55%) and China 
(31%). This very low level of high-tech 
exports implies that the country’s 
manufacturing sector is limited to the 
production of labour intensive, less 
productive commodities. 

High-tech production process 
requires the country’s ability to 
consistently update the technology 
by domestic knowledge creation or 
by adaptation of new technology 
generated outside the country. The 
low level of R&D activities and lack 
of innovations have affected the 
transformation of the production 
from low-tech to high-tech products. 
The country’s low foreign investment 
volume (0.03% of world FDI) may 
be due to the lack of knowledge 
generation and less knowledge diffuse 
in the country.  Foreign companies 
requires, apart from cheap labour 
and other cost effectiveness, host 
countries to have better condition 
for technology adaptation and search 
of new knowledge. Coupled with 

cost effectiveness, this knowledge 
generation and better diffuse of 
knowledge attracts foreign firms that 
produces high-tech products. The 
lack of innovations and applicability 
of knowledge has resulted in the 
inflow of foreign investment on 
labour intensive and less technology 
intensive products. This low-tech 
labour intensive production cannot 
contribute to economic growth 
significantly as their productivity 
potentials are not high.  

Conclusions

It is evident that the extensiveness 
of the Sri Lanka’s knowledge economy 
is absolutely low. In all the pillars that 
measure the knowledge creation 
and the ability of the knowledge 
diffuse the country’s performance 
is weak. Though the country 
started economic restructuring and 
liberalization process some thirty 
years ago, it has failed to establish a 
proper institutional framework and 
an incentive scheme to facilitate 
the exploitation of resources for 
economic growth and development. 
In particular the country’s regulatory 
quality and the rule of law has been 
evaluated and ranked at very low levels 
implying that rules and regulations 
are highly unpredictable and do not 
facilitate the market incentives. Law 
enforcement is mainly governed by 
case-by-case analysis though there 
is a well established institutional and 
regulatory framework. 

The generation and the diffuse of 
knowledge are unsatisfactory primarily 
because of issues in the tertiary level 
education and R&D activities. It is 
revealed that the bulk of graduates 
that the country produced are from 

the fields of arts and commerce/
management. While these graduates 
are important for the functioning of 
the knowledge economy, innovations 
and technology adaptation in the 
production side depends more on 
science and engineering graduates.  
In recent years there is an increasing 
trend in the number of university 
students and technical college 
students. Further, only very few 
students engage in post-graduate 
studies. Many post-graduate studies 
are in the fields of arts, education 
and commerce/management while 
science and engineering post-
graduate students are less. Low 
post-graduate degree enrollment 
and insufficient research content of 
the universities greatly affects the 
expansion of the knowledge economy. 
The lack of performance-based 
evaluation procedure for promotion 
and payments has largely affected the 
research activities among the university 
academic staff. The establishment of 
research culture among university 
academic staff is important for the 
future knowledge creation. In this 
respect, the government should 
establish a few universities as high 
intensity research universities and 
facilitate research by channeling more 
funds. It is also important to introduce 
performance based evaluation 
method and payment incentives for 
those engaged in serious research. 
Due to the associated high risk factor 
and lack of incentives, private sector 
firms are reluctant to invest in R&D 
activities and innovations. While 
encouraging research in government 
and semi-government institutions, the 
government should actively promote 
R&D activities in the private sector as 
well. 
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Introduction
During the last year and particularly in last few months, the 

world witnessed a dramatic unprecedented rise in food prices. 
From January to March in 2008, US wheat export prices rose 
by 17 percent. Key grain prices have risen by 40 percent to 
130 percent in the last year. The World Bank points out that 
global food prices have risen by 80 percent since 2005, while 
wheat prices have increased by 200 percent. The costs of other 
staples such as rice and soybeans have also hit record highs, 
while corn is at its most expensive in 12 years. The increasing 
prices of grains are also pushing up the price of meat, poultry 
eggs and diary products. If prices keep rising, more and more 
people around the globe will be unable to afford the food 
they need to survive, and without help they will become 
desperate.

According to the United Nations World Food Programme, 
the increasing price of food is currently the biggest crisis in 
the world. The rising food prices have led to spreading poverty 
and hunger in developing countries and have triggered food 
crises in 36 countries, all of which will need extra help. As the 
World Bank says, the threat of malnutrition is the forgotten 
problem. 

Several factors have contributed to the rising food prices. 
These include inadequate production of food, rising demand 
from emerging countries and growing populations, escalating 
oil prices and shifting lands from food cultivation to bio fuels.

Factors contributed to the rising food prices

Inadequate production 
Several distinct weather and climate related incidents have 

caused disruptions in food production during the last few 
years. Parts of China, Australia, Canada and New Zealand 
among others experienced droughts, while large areas of 
China, Myanmar, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka faced floods. 
Weather conditions reduced the wheat crop in Canada by 20 
to 25 percent. Milk production in New Zealand as well as rice 
production in Australia fell drastically. 

Last year Australia, the second largest exporter of wheat 
experienced its worst drought for over a century and saw its 

wheat crop shrink by 60 percent and rice harvest fell by as 
much as 98 percent. A heat wave in California in 2006, which 
killed a large number of farm animals, unseasonable rains in 
Kerala in 2008 which destroyed a large amount of grain, and 
cyclone Nargis in Burma which destroyed rice harvests are 
among the other events that have negatively affected food 
production.

The rise in global temperature caused by pollution is also 
beginning to disrupt food production in many countries. 
According to the United Nations, an area of fertile soil the size 
of Ukraine is lost every year because of drought, deforestation 
and climate instability.

         Month per barrel in  US $

03rd June 2008
100

17th March 2008
114

29th April 2008
120

15th May 2008
127

21st May 2008
132

05th July 2008
142

01st August 2008
120

14th August 2008
108

21st August 2008
116

29th August 2008
110

02nd September 2008
106

16th September 2008
91
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Sharp rise in oil prices
Another major factor that 

contributed to rising food prices is the 
sharp rise in oil prices during the last 
few months which pushed the cost of 
agriculture production considerably 
and increased transportation costs 
for all foods. The high cost of oil 
means increasing costs in the use of 
machinery, higher costs of fertilizer, 
and insecticides and chemicals used 
in the cultivation of crops, raised the 
cost of food production.

According to the World Bank, 
fertilizer prices have risen 150 percent 
in the last five years. This has had a 
major impact on food prices, as the 
cost of fertilizer contributes to over 
a quarter of the overall cost of grain 
production in the United States, 
which is responsible for 40 percent of 
world grain exports. 

The sharp rise in oil prices in the 
recent past can be seen as follows.

Oil prices during 2008

Increasing use of grains for production of bio fuels.
Rising oil prices and concerns over global warming have 

turned the attention of many countries in the production of 
bio fuels. During the last few years, a large amount of grain 
had been used for the production of bio fuels. It has been 
projected that in 2008, ethanol distilleries would use 114 
million tons of grain (28 percent of projected US grain harvest) 
in the production of bio fuels. 

We can expect the demand for bio fuels to increase in the 
future. Increase in production of bio fuels will push food prices 
up by increasing demand for grains and displacing land use 
for normal agricultural activities. By now, 16 percent of US 
agricultural land formerly planted with soya bean and wheat 
are been used for growing corn for bio fuels.

According to the recent analysis by United Nations, there 
is an accelerating demand for bio fuels. The global drive for a 
new green fuel to power cars, lorries and planes is worsening 
world food shortages and threatening to make billions go 
hungry. 

The United States, United Kingdom and other European 
countries have enthusiastically encouraged production of 
bio fuels as the solution to escalating oil prices and global 
warming.  But now experts are warning that this could all be 
a disastrous mistake. Converting large amounts of land to 

crop for producing bio fuels is reducing 
food production just when the world 
needs to increase it. According to the 
World Bank, this is putting pressure on 
countries’ precarious food supplies. There 
are plans by more than 20 countries to 
boost production of bio fuels over the 
next decade. However, it is very hard 
to imagine how we can see the world 
growing enough crops to produce 
renewable energy and at the same time 
meet the enormous demand for food. 

Increasing demand for food from 
emerging countries.  

Another main reason for rising world 
food prices is the increasing demand 
for food from the two large emerging 
countries of Asia, China and India due to 
their increase in population and rises in 
per capita incomes with high economic 
growths. 

Though the growth rates of population 
in these two countries, particularly in 
China are low, with their huge populations, 
the annual increase in population in each 
is above one million. With the increases 

in per capita incomes their demand for food has increased 
considerably.

A new middle class of more than 600 million in China and India 
has increased consumption of more quality food significantly. 
People who have become relatively rich are changing their 
eating habits consuming more meat and chicken. Average 
meat consumption of a Chinese consumer has increased from 
20 kg a year in 1985 to over 50 kg a year in 2007. This places a 
huge demand for grains as production of more meat requires 
more feed to raise more animals. According to the estimates 
of Paul Krugman, it takes 700 calories worth of animal feed 
to produce a 100 calories piece of beef. Therefore, increasing 
demand for meat creates an extra demand for grain.  

In addition to China and India, there were also increases in 
demand for food from oil exporting countries in the Middle 
East and from Russia and Eastern Europe due to economic 
growth in these countries. The demand for meat from all 
developing countries has doubled since 1980.

The impact of the rising food prices on developing 
countries

Currently, the world’s food production is not adequate 
to feed its population. Constraints in supply and increasing 
demand from emerging economies would ensure high prices 
of food. This food crisis will affect developed and developing 
countries in two different ways. In developed countries, this 

Currently, the world’s food 
production is not adequate to 

feed its population. Constraints in 
supply and increasing demand from 
emerging economies would ensure 
high prices of food. This food crisis 

will affect developed and developing 
countries in two different ways. 

In developed countries, this would 
appear as high prices of food 
while it would be shortages of 

food in addition to high prices in 
developing countries. In developing 

countries, a majority of the 
population spend a large proportion 
of their income on food. With rising 

prices of food they would not be 
able to afford the minimum daily 
requirements of food. This would 
push more people into poverty, 

malnutrition and hunger.
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would appear as high prices of food 
while it would be shortages of food in 
addition to high prices in developing 
countries. In developing countries, a 
majority of the population spend a large 
proportion of their income on food. 
With rising prices of food they would 
not be able to afford the minimum daily 
requirements of food. This would push 
more people into poverty, malnutrition 
and hunger.

Spreading of hunger and malnutrition 
could be aggravated by the fact that 
many developing countries that receive 
food aid will not receive the same 
amount. Aid agencies fear that they 
can no longer afford to feed the same 
number of mouths unless they get some 
emergency funding. The World Food 
Programme which feeds 73 millions of 
the Worlds most destitute each year, 
say they are already coping with a 55 
percent rise in food aid costs.

Some experts predict that world 
food markets will be locked into an 
inflationary spiral for at least four years. 
But some others predict that this could 
last for a decade or more. According to 

Powell, this is a step increase, not a peak 
to be followed by a trough. We are seeing 
the end of the era of cheap food.

The only people who could benefit 
from rising price of food are the farmers. 
Increase in farm incomes could reduce 
poverty and ensure food security 
at household level. However, this is 
possible only if the real incomes of the 
farmers are increased.

What are the solutions?

It will not be an easy task to find 
solutions to this problem as several 
factors have contributed to the 
problem. 

Can the world food production be 
increased? Land and other resources 
needed to increase production are 
scarce. With growing population, more 
and more land is being used for houses 
and roads. Further, clearing land for 
agricultural activities can contribute 
to global warming. Another option 
is increasing productivity of food 
production. This needs oil based inputs 

that will increase production cost and 
hence food prices. There are suggestions 
that productivity can be increased by 
planting genetically improved plants. 
However, there are oppositions from 
the environmentalists that they are not 
environment friendly.

Halting the production of bio fuel 
would be a solution as more and 
more agricultural land is converted 
to production of grains for bio fuel 
production. Countries like the US that 
backed bio fuels by providing subsidies 
have invested largely on this. It would 
not be easy to reverse the process now.

Finding a way to control rising oil 
prices would help reducing food prices. 
One possible way to do this is to look for 
alternative energy sources. 

It would not be possible to find a 
global solution to this crisis. But each 
country could look for the solutions that 
match with their resource availability 
and their needs.
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Article 1 - All human beings are 
born free and equal in dignity 

and rights. They are endowed with 
reason and conscience and should 
act towards one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood.

This Article is in complete accord 
with Buddhist thought. The Buddhist 
view of human rights emerges from 
two assumptions, i.e., philosophical and 
ethical. The freedom of human beings 
and the recognition of their equality 
in dignity and rights are reflected 
clearly in the Buddha’s emphasis on 
self-reliance. Buddhahood itself is 
within the reach of all human beings 
.As the Dhammapada puts it, ‘one is 
one’s own master and born free.’ In the 
Buddhist religious life, the philosophy of 
universal love and non-violence (maitri 
and avihimsa) is the core value of life.

Article 2 – Everyone is entitled 
to all the rights and freedom 

set forth in this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind, such as 
race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or 
social origin, property, birth or other 
status.

No distinction shall be made on the 
basis of the political, jurisdictional or 
international status of the country or 
territory to which a person belongs. For 
Buddhists, diversity is part of evolution 
and is not to be regarded as a problem. 

Man, as an ‘engineer’ in nature, is 
expected to work out his emancipation 
within and through this diversity.

As Buddhism sees it, the human life-
process operates through ‘the three 
doors’ of mind, body and speech. Hence, 
as taught by  Buddha  one is “heir” to one’s 
action irrespective of colour, national or 
social origin, property, birth or other 
status. He enjoined that one should learn 
his teachings in one’s own language and 
prohibited His disciples from presenting 
his teachings through any privileged 
linguistic medium of the day. “Ultimate 
sovereignty resided, not in any ruler, 
human or divine, nor in anybody 

governing the state, nor in the state itself, 
but in Dhamma, the eternal principle 
of righteousness” as Buddha taught.

Article 3 – Everyone has the 
right to life, liberty and 

security of person.

The right to life is recognised in the very 
first of  the Five Precepts (Pancasila) of 
Buddhism, which constitute an assertion 
not only of the right of life, but of the 
right to property too; and all the other 
human rights, explicitly or implicitly. 
The Dhammapada, categorically asserts 
that “all beings desire happiness” and 
that “life is dear to every living being”. 
Liberty, in the Buddhist view, has a 
threefold dimension; liberty of thought 
or conscience, liberty of speech and 
liberty of action. Liberty of thought is 
based on principles of the Dhamma. 
This is crucial since it is ‘thought’ 
that leads to ‘speech’ and ‘action’.

Buddhism insists that “one should 
live with friendliness and compassion 
towards all beings,” “having laid aside 
cudgel and sword,” nihitadando 
nihitasattho.  This, indeed, is recognition 
of the right to security of person.

Article 4 – No one shall be 
held in slavery or servitude: 

slavery and the slave trade shall be 
prohibited in all their forms.

The year 2008 marks the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the 

United Nations. This article is a synopsis of the book written by Prof. L. P. N. Perera Professor of 

Pali and Buddhist studies of the Vidyodaya (now Sri Jayawardenapura University) on Buddhism 

and Human Rights. He was also the director of the post graduate institute of the Pali and Buddhist 
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This synopsis was prepared by Mr. Lakshamana Saparamadu

“Among the founders of relegions the 

Buddha (if we are permitted to call him 

the founder of a religion in the popular 

sense of the term) was the only teacher 

who did not claim to be other than a 

human being, pure and simple….

The Buddha was not only a human being; 

he claimed no inspiration from any god 

or external power either. He attributed 

all his realization, attainments and 

achievements to human endeavour and 

human intelligence.” 

Ven.Dr.Walpola Rahula  in his celebrat-
ed work “What the Buddha Taught”
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Slavery and allied forms of servitude 
constitute one of the worst forms of 
exploitation of human beings by human 
beings. Basically, slavery results from 
an outlook nurtured on values which 
breed individualism and ethnocentrism. 
The attitude of slavery is totally alien to 
Buddhism with its doctrine of ‘no soul’, 
‘ego-lessness’ or ‘selflessness’ of universal 
flux or change or interdependence and 
with its conceptions of welfare of the 
many “common good of all mankind”. 

Article 5 – No one shall be 
subjected to torture or to cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment.

In the Buddhist value system any injury 
to body and/or mind is positively cruel, 
inhuman and degrading since Buddhism 
looks upon the human being as a 
psycho-somatic unit. (nama and rupa) 
and that he or she should be granted the 
optimum conditions necessary to strive 
for emancipation as early as possible.

As far as punishment is concerned 
Buddhism would accept the necessity of 
punishment as a corrective measure for 
an erring individual .Asoka recommends 
to his successors ‘victory’ by way of 
“toleration and light punishment” 
(Kalinga Rock Edicts). According to 
Buddhist teachings all punishments 
should be mild, and should never 
be cruel, inhuman or degrading.  

Article 6 – Everyone has the right 
to recognition everywhere as a 

person before the law.

A word is necessary on the Buddhist 
view of the law and the Buddhist 
approach to the same. As the road to 
Nirvana lies not only through sylvan 
solitude but also through the highways 
of life and law – in the Buddhist view 
– exists in the interests of life and its 
supportive agencies. Law is man-made 
and in Buddhism it is a binding force 
since the fountainhead of the law is the 
Dhamma. The idea of the “common good 
of mankind” demands that the problems 
of the weak, the down-trodden, the 
humble, the needy and the defenceless 
in society also require themselves to 
be treated as others indiscriminately.

Article 7 – All are equal 
before the law and entitled 

without any discrimination to 
equal protection of the law. All are 
entitled to equal protection against 
any discrimination in violation of 
this Declaration and against any 
incitement to such discrimination.

In the Buddhist context the notion 
of equality before the law springs 
from two considerations. The first is 
the fundamental assumption of the 
basic equality of all human beings in 
respect of their essential nature as a 
consequence of which they are equal 
regarding their dignity and rights. The 
second is based on the legal argument

(Madhurasutta)  that all individuals 
are equally punishable irrespective of 
their position. Emperor Asoka who was 
converted to Buddhism after the battle 
of Kalinga, said that, “it is most desirable 
that there should be absolute equality 
for all in legal proceedings and in the 
punishments awarded” (Pillar Edict IV). 

Article 8 - Everyone has the right 
to an effective remedy by the 
competent national tribunals for 
acts violating the fundamental rights 
granted him by the constitution or 
by law.

An effective remedy, in the Buddhist 
context, is to ensure the realisation of three 
objectives. (1) Justice should be meted 
out to all alike, without any distinction; 

(2) Any remedial measures that may 
be considered necessary should be 
consonant with the dignity and worth of 
the human person, and, (3) Such remedial 
measures should enhance one’s progress 
towards happiness and perfection.

Article 9 – No one shall be 
subjected to arbitrary arrest, 

detention or exile.

Two of the cardinal principles of 
Buddhism are the observance by all of 
maitrii (loving kindness) and avihimsa 
(non-violence) towards all sentient 
beings. These two virtues strike at 
the very root of any arbitrary arrest, 
detention or exile, for the simple 
reason that their arbitrary character will 
cause physical or emotional suffering.

The warning to avoid the “four 
avenues to justice” is also relevant 
here. To begin with, attitudes such as 
hatred (dosa) and prejudice (chanda) 
and non-understanding or inadequate 
appreciation of a given situation (moha) 
are among the springs or arbitrary 
acts. Such an act could also be the 
outcome of some form of fear (bhaya) 
on the part of the authorities so acting.

Article 10 – Everyone is entitled 
in full equality to a fair and 

public hearing by an independent 
and impartial tribunal in the 
determination of his rights and 
obligations and of any criminal 
charge against him. 

The interest of the individual (as 
opposed to the interests of the 
group) has to be respected and 
recognised. This position is acceptable 
to Buddhism although the Buddhist 
ethos would prefer a person to be 
group or community oriented, rather 
than self-centred. Under Buddhist 
ecclesiastical procedures, the interests 
of the individual are never sacrificed 
to the interests of the community.

Included in the Vinaya, there are the 
instructions of the Buddha in regard 
to the procedure to be followed in 
dealing with the case of two erring 
monks, Panduka and Lohitaka. 
Therefore one can judge the very high 
degree of fairness and impartiality with 
which Buddhist legal theory expects 
a trial or inquiry to be conducted. 

Article 11 – 
(1) Everyone charged with 

a penal offence has the right to be 
presumed innocent until proved 
guilty according to law in a public 
trial at which he has had all the 
guarantees necessary for his defence.



GROUND IEWV OCTOBER 2008 13

(2) No one shall be held guilty of 
any penal offence on account of 
any act or omission which did not 
constitute a penal offence, under 
national or international law, at the 
time when it was committed. Nor 
shall a heavier penalty be imposed 
than the one that was applicable 
at the time the penal offence was 
committed.

The Buddhist concept of a fair trial is 
contained in the procedures laid down 
in the Vinaya. The concept that the 
penalty has to be appropriate to the 
crime is illustrated by the fact that the 
resolution (natti) formally calling for 
a vote in the tribunal has to be moved 
once (nattidutiyakamma) or thrice 
(nattichatutthakamma), depending on 
the gravity of the crime. Moreover, there 
are listed in the Vinaya a number of 
mitigating circumstances which have to 
be taken into account by the Assembly or 
tribunal before either body takes its final 
decision. These circumstances can even 
lead to a decision of “not guilty”. Some of 
these are: the case of the “first-doer”, the 
case of the one afflicted with pain, the 
case of one upset in mind, and the case 
of one who is positively insane. It can be 
seen that in the rules of the Vinaya laying 
down the procedures to be followed at 
tribunals are either explicit or implicit.

Article 12 – No one shall 
be subjected to arbitrary 

interference with his privacy, 
family, home or correspondence, 
nor to attacks upon his honour and 
reputation. Everyone has the right 
to the protection of the law against 
such interference or attacks.

In the historical context of the early 
growth and development of Buddhism 
the living conditions in the region would 
hardly have permitted any privacy; not 
only because of the congested nature of 
small cities but also because of the joint 
family system and communal life of the 
people. Although these rights are not 
specifically mentioned in the Pali Canon 
or other ancient Buddhist literature, 
there is no doubt that Buddhism, with 
its strong emphasis on the rights of the 
human being, would consider abhorrent 
any arbitrary interference with what can 
be termed very personal rights. Even the 
Buddha and His disciples were subject to 

slanderous attacks by heretics and their 
followers such as Cinca and it was by 
treating these slanders with equanimity 
that they were able to foil completely the 
vicious aims of these people. “Wise one 
remains unshaken by blame and praise 
as the solid rock remains unshaken by 
the wind that blows” (Dhammapada).

Article 13 –

(1) Everyone has the right to 
freedom of movement and residence 
within the borders of the State.

(2) Everyone has the right to 
leave any country, including his own, 
and to return to his country.

In the meantime of the Buddha and 
the centuries which followed there was 
no problem in India in this connection. 
Taking for the present, the relevant 
conditions in the North-East region 
of India, which can be referred to as 
the cradle of Buddhism, the evidence 
is that in the early Buddhist period, 
freedom of movement and residence 
within borders of a State and movement 
between States was taken for granted. 
Buddha was a great preacher travelling 
unceasingly from village to village, city 
to city and even State to State. He urged 
His bikkus to travel “for the welfare of 
the many, for the happiness of many.” A 
decision was taken at the Third Buddhist 
Council to send missionaries not only to 
all the outlying provinces of the empire 
but also to the lands beyond its confines. 
The Buddhist mission led by Mahinda 
which came to Sri Lanka in about 27 was 
also in compliance with this decision.

Article 14 – (1) Everyone 
has the right to seek and to 

enjoy in other countries asylum from 
persecution.

(2) This right may not be 
invoked in the case of prosecutions 
genuinely arising from non-political 

crimes or from acts contrary to 
the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations.

On the principles enunciated in the 
Pali Canon on the dignity and worth of 
the human person, persecution on any 
grounds or in any form is not merely 
contrary to the relevant teachings of the 
Buddha but also unreservedly and totally 
repugnant to Buddhist philosophy. 

Article 15 – (1) Everyone 
has the right to a nationality.

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily 
deprived of his nationality nor 
denied the right to change his 
nationality.

The message of Buddhism is for 
the entire human race. As such its 
message is universal and is not meant 
for any group or groups of people.

By the first century AD there were two 
principal schools of Buddhism, Theravada 
and Mahayana. While the former spread 
southwards in India and into countries like 

Sri Lanka, Burma and Thailand, the 
latter moved northwards, proceeding 
to countries like Nepal, Tibet China 
and Japan.  Buddhism was propagated 
predominantly by missionaries. They did 
not follow in the wake of conquering 
armies. While recognising the rights 
mentioned above, Buddhism warns 
against being conceited or obdurate 
on grounds such as nationality, which 
is an extension of the connotation 
of the term “jati”. (Parabhavasutta of 
the Suttanipata). Conceit or excessive 
pride in relation to anything, including 
“jati”, impairs balanced judgement 
which is a pre-requisite for mental, 
moral and spiritual development.

Article 16 – (1) Men and 
women of full age, without any 

limitation due to race, nationality or 
religion, have the right to marry and 
to found a family. They are entitled 
to equal rights as to marriage, during 
marriage and at its dissolution.

(2) Marriage shall be entered 
into only with the free and full 
consent of the intending spouses.

(3) The family is the natural and 
fundamental group unit of society 
and is entitled to protection by 
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society and the State.

In Buddhism there is no scriptural 
injunction “to increase and multiply”. 
It must also be noted that Buddhist 
literature tends to be cautious on 
the subject of sex, for sex is related 
to sensual desire (kama), biological 
reproduction (punabbhava), literally 
‘re-becoming’ in samsara or cycle of 
births and deaths, and therefore to 
empirical suffering (dukka). This does 
not mean that Buddhism is silent in 
matters relating to human sexuality and 
marriage, nor does it mean that various 
rights of the parties to marriage cannot 
be deduced from Buddhist texts. This is 
brought out in quite a few texts such as 
Brahmanadhammikasutta in which it is 
stated that the Brahmins did not resort 
to sex “except at the proper time” – the 
proper time being the physiologically 
appropriate period for the female 
successful conception. Kutadantasutta 
states that the State is expected to 
assist the family and to extend to it 
its protection by ensuring economic 
and social well-being through an 
enlightened social and economic policy.

Article 17 – (1) Everyone 
has the right to own property 

alone as well as in association with 
others.

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily 
deprived of his property.

The ownership and protection 
of both private and common 
property, is in complete accord 
with the texts of Buddhism.

According to the Buddhist theory 
all property was common or shared 
property. However, with changes in 
human nature (such as the appearance 
of wantonness and greed among 
mankind) which affected the physical 
and economic environment of humans, 
the institution of private property 
emerged. This is the picture placed 
before us by the Aggannasutta of the 
Deeighanikaya. Once private property 
had come into being it had to be accepted 
as a further stage in the evolution of 
human society, as it suggests. Nowhere 
has the Buddha advocated a return 
to common property as far as the lay 
society is concerned. It is little realised 
that the second precept of the Buddhist 

Panchasila, dealing with theft, becomes 
meaningful only if the property rights 
of the individual are fully recognised. 

Article 18 – Everyone has the 
right to freedom of thought, 

conscience and religion; this right 
includes freedom to change his 
religion or belief, and freedom, either 
alone or in community with others 
and in public or private, to manifest 
his religion or belief in teaching, 
practice, worship and observance.

The Buddhist tradition, from its very 
inception, commenced with recognition 
of the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion. Firstly, two 
among six characteristics claimed by the 
Dhamma prove Buddhism stands for 
everyone’s right to freedom of thought. 
The first characteristic is that Buddhism 
calls upon everyone to test its truth and 

validity before acceptance. Dhamma 
is not to be accepted on faith. One 
is free to search the truth elsewhere. 

The right to freedom of religion, which 
really means the freedom to practise one’s 
religion jointly or alone, and in public or 
private, is also recognised by Buddhism, 
subject to the important proviso that 
none should, while exercising this 
freedom, harm any other religion.

Article 19 – Everyone has the 
right to freedom of opinion 

and expression: this right includes 
freedom to old opinions without 
interference and to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through 
any media and regardless of frontiers.

Recognition of freedom of opinion 
and expression may be described as 
‘pluralistic’ in Buddhism. Each person is 
free to give his or her own interpretation 
on any matter, which resulted in the 

rise of various Buddhist sects and 
schools. A classic instance of freedom 
of opinion in a Buddhist context is 
the episode regarding the Buddhist 
monk Purana. When invited to accept 
the canon as settled by the monks 
at Rajagaha after the passing away 
of Lord Buddha, he politely declined, 
saying that he preferred to preserve the 
doctrine as he had received it from the 
Buddha Himself. The monks accepted 
his position and no attempt was made 
to induce him to change his stance.

Article 20 –(1) Everyone 
has the right to freedom of 

peaceful assembly and association.
(2) No one may be compelled to 

belong to associations.

Assemblies for business, political, 
religious, social, or cultural purposes 
existed in ancient India from Pre-
Buddhistic times. The Vedic ‘samiti’ 
and the ‘sabha’ were well known 
institutions. The ‘samiti’ and the ‘sabha’ 
by the Buddha’s day, had developed 
a republican character, and all the 
transactions were conducted peacefully 
and democratically. The decision of 
the majority prevailed. The Buddha, on 
the other hand, opted for the majority 
vote only when unanimity was not 
possible and even then only if the 
views of the majority were in accord 
with the Dhamma or the Universal 
Principle of Righteousness. There 
is nothing in the teachings of the 
Buddha to show that a member of any 
given Buddhist sect is not free to join 
another sect, or even to give up his or 
her commitment to Buddhism itself.

Article 21- (1) Everyone 
has the right to take part 

in the government of his country, 
directly or through freely chosen 
representatives. 

(2) Everyone has the right of 
equal access to public service in his 
country.

(3) The will of the people shall 
be the basis of the authority of 
government; this shall be expressed 
in periodic and genuine elections 
which shall be by universal and equal 
suffrage and shall be held by secret 
vote or by equivalent free voting 
procedures.
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This article makes certain 
pronouncements considered quite 
sacrosanct by Buddhists’ socio-political 
thinking. During the time of the Buddha 
two forms of government existed in 
North India (namely the republican and 
monarchical) and the Buddha showed no 
preference for one form of government 
over the other. While the entire Budddhist 
monastic community is referred to as 
the “Sangha of the four quarters, present 
and not present”, for administrative 
purposes of each monastic colony 
(avasa) governed itself through its own 
ecclesiastical acts (Sanghakamma), for 
which the rule is that all the qualified 
monks at the avasa should assemble 
to participate in the deliberations. 
Mahaparinibbana sutta reveals that 
the elders of the republic represented 
the people, as in the case of Vajjians. 

Article 22 - Everyone, as a 
member of society, has the 

right to social security and is entitled 
to realization, through national 
effort and international corporation 
in accordance with the organization 
and resources of each State, of the 
economic, social and cultural rights 
indispensable for his dignity and the 
free development of his personality. 

Some suttas draw attention to the 
eight qualities which the “King of the 
wide-realm” should possess. One of 
these is that he should be, “a generous 
and noble giver, keeping an open 
house, and a well-spring from which 
Samanas and Brahmans, the poor and 
the wayfarers, (as well as) beggars and 
petitioners, could draw”. Buddha is 
said to have explained how a spiraling 
cycle of crimes followed from theft to 
violence, beginning with destitution and 
spiraling through crimes, a complete 
breakdown of moral and social order.

Article 23 –(1) Everyone 
has the right to work, to free 

choice of employment, to just and 
favorable conditions of work and to 
protection against unemployment. 

(2) Everyone, without any 
discrimination, has the right to equal 
pay for equal work.

(3) Everyone who works has 
the right to just and favorable 
remuneration ensuring for himself 
and his family and existence 

worthy of human dignity, and 
supplemented, if necessary, by other 
means of social protection.

(4) Everyone has the right to 
form and to join trade unions for the 
protection of his interests.

In the time of Buddha people were 
largely self employed, each in an activity 
very much determined by his or her 
caste thereby participating in a sort 
of economic organization of society 
and providing for themselves as well 
as contributing to the well being of 
the community. The components of 
the Eightfold Path have very deep 
and lasting spiritual implications, 
but they are not devoid of secular 
connotations which can be developed 
to suit changing conditions, keeping 
within the framework of their spiritual 
significance. ‘Right livelihood’, the fifth 
of the said path, touches on Buddhist 
economics with the assumption that 
one needs to earn a living and therefore 
that everyone has an obligation as 
well as a ‘right’ to work. According to 
these commentaries, just and favorable 
conditions of work and just and favorable 
remuneration for workers are expected.

Article 24 - Everyone has the 
right to rest and leisure, 

including reasonable limitation of 
working hours and periodic holidays 
with pay.

It is perfectly logical that, among the five 
obligations towards workers listed in the 
Buddhist canon and related texts, specific 
reference is made to the recognition 
of the employee’s right to leisure. 

Article 25 –(1) Everyone 
has the right to a standard 

of living adequate for the health 
and well being of himself and of 
his family, including food, clothing, 
housing and medical care and 

necessary social services, and the 
right to security in the event of 
unemployment, sickness, disability, 
widowhood, old age or other lack of 
livelihood in circumstances beyond 
his control. 

(2) Motherhood and childhood 
are entitled to special care and 
assistance. All children, whether born 
in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the 
same social protection. 

The fact that one’s right to a standard 
of living adequate for one’s health and 
well being implies that social services 
should also be available is borne out by 
the Buddhist view that human rights 
are interests leading to the welfare of 
mankind, as subsumed under the terms 
which collectively mean “the welfare and 
happiness of the many” (bahujanahithaya 
and bahujanasukhaya). These interests 
partly arise from one’s sense of duty 
and obligation towards others. In 
Buddhist history Buddha is on record 
as having attended on sick monks 
and on having his disciples to emulate 
him. Attributed to him is the poignant 
statement: “one who wishes to attend 
on me should attend on the sick.” 

There cannot be motherhood 
without childhood and according to the 
mettasutta one should extend thoughts 
of love and compassion towards 
all beings. In consonance with the 
egalitarian principles of Buddhism, in 
the treatment of children the question 
does not arise whether a child is born in 
or out of wedlock. The Buddha extended 
the same love and compassion both 
to his son Rahula and to Sopaka. 

Article 26 –(1) Everyone 
has the right to education. 

Education shall be free, at least in 
the elementary and fundamental 
stages. Elementary education 
shall be compulsory. Technical and 
professional education shall be 
made generally available and higher 
education shall be equally accessible 
to all on the basis of merit. 

(2) Education shall be directed 
to the full development of the human 
personality and to the strengthening 
of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. It shall 
promote understanding, tolerance 
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and friendship among all nations, 
racial or religious groups, and shall 
further the activities of the United 
Nations for the maintenance of 
peace. 

(3) Parents have a prior right to 
choose the kind of education that 
shall be given to their children.

There were four groups of people in 
Buddhist society. These were the monks 
(bhikkhus), the nuns (bhikkunis) the 
laymen (upasakas), and the laywomen 
(upasikas). Each group had to strive 
towards educational attainments which 
Buddha described in identical terms. 
The Buddha himself had the habit of 
visiting ‘assemblies’ of other religious 
groups for friendly dialogue and with no 
intention at all, as he assured a listener 
called Nigrodha, of converting them. 
In the Vinaya there is an account of a 
discussion between parents about the 
possible courses of education for their 
son. They eventually decided to send 
him to a monastery to be ordained as 
a monk. This was the decision made by 
the family, and not outside the family. 

Article 27 –(1) Everyone 
has the right freely to 

participate in the cultural life of the 
community, to enjoy the arts and to 
share in scientific advancement and 
its benefits. 

(2) Everyone has the right to the 
protection of the moral and material 
interests resulting from any scientific, 
literary or artistic production of 
which he is the author. 

In pre-Buddhist society in India there 
were a variety of religious and cultural 
activities which included philosophical 
discussions leading to different schools 
of religious and philosophical thought. 
Participation in these was, by their 
very nature, restricted. But some of 
their leaders, inspired by the kind of 
missionary zeal, tried to disseminate their 
views among average people and they 
did have eager listeners. A well known 
ceremony of the times referred to in the 

early Buddhist texts is what was then 
known as ‘The mountain festival’. These 
ceremonies acquired a religio–social 
character and together with the public 
recitals and dramatizations mentioned 
earlier attracted large numbers of people. 

The intellectual property to which 
this paragraph relates was not a 
problem of ancient India and Sri 
Lanka. The kings were the generous 
patrons of learning and religion. 

Article 28 - Everyone is entitled 
to a social and international 

order in which the rights and 
freedoms set forth in this declaration 
can be fully realized.  

 The Buddha has actually shown the 
way by which a relevant social and 
international order can be established, 
ultimately leading to the happiness and 
welfare of mankind. This way is the Noble 
Eightfold Path (Arya Ashtangika Marga) 
within which should also be counted the 
basic and essential Buddhist virtues of 
maitri and avihimsa vis-a vis all sentient 
beings. The components of Noble 
eightfold path are described as “Right 
view, Right thought, Right speech, Right 
action, Right livelihood, Right effort, Right 
mindfulness and Right concentration”

Article 29 – (1) Everyone 
has duties to the community 

in which alone the free and full 
development of his personality is 
possible.

(2) In the exercise of his rights 
and freedoms, everyone shall be 
subject only to     such limitations as 
are determined by law solely for the 
purpose of securing  due recognition 
and respect for the rights and 
freedoms of others and of meeting 
the just requirements of morality, 
public order and the general welfare 
in a democratic society.

(3) These rights and freedoms 
may in no case be exercised contrary 
to the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations.

Societies in the time of Buddha were 
simple, and in one’s day to day life 
the categories of people with whom 
one came into contact and to whom 
one had obligations were perhaps 
not numerous. They generally were 
one’s parents, spouse, companions, 
servants and other workers and 
religious leaders. The Sinhalovadasutta 
of the Dighanikaya spells out in 
meticulous simplicity the duties of 
one category of people to another. 

Article 30 - Nothing in this 
declaration may be interpreted 

as implying for any state, group or 
person any right to engage in any 
activity or to perform any act aimed 
at the destruction of any of the rights 
and freedom set forth herein. 

A concluding article of this kind is 
necessary because, in view of the fact 
that the international community 
consists of people of different races, 
languages, religious traditions, cultures 
and political philosophies, there is 
always the possibility of interpretations 
being given to various articles, 
sometimes quite sincerely, that would 
in effect result in “the destruction of the 
rights and freedoms” the observance 
and protection of which is the sole 
aim and purpose of the declaration. 

The year 2008 marks the 60th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights by the United Nations. 
This article is a synopsis of the book 
written by Prof. L. P. N. Perera Professor 
of Pali and Buddhist studies of the 
Vidyodaya (now srijayawardenapura 
University). He was also the director of 
the post graduate institute of the Pali 
and Buddhist studies of the Kelaniya 
University. The late Prof. L. P. N. Perera 
also served as the vice chancellor of 
the Sri Jayawardenapura University. 
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The Corporate 
Social Responsibility

T he CSR resource unit of 
International Alert was set 
up a year ago with the aim of 

working with the business communities 
in Sri Lanka to support their role in 
creating social and economic stability. 

The resource unit works to create an 
awareness and promote discussions on 
how CSR can be made more conflict 
sensitive by being aware of the social 
and economic issues that underlie 
many of Sri Lanka’s conflicts, ethnic or 
otherwise. 

It looks at peacebuilding from the 
point of view that if business people take 
on an active role as part of the natural 
social leadership of the country, then 
they could create a stable environment 
for their businesses and thereby the 
community. The concept is also to 
contribute to peacebuilding by ‘doing 
no harm’ or adversely contributing to 
worsen social and economic context of 
our communities where we live, work 
and conduct our businesses. 

One of the key achievements of the 
CSR unit was to institute and support 
the ‘Unity through Business Award’ 
through the Central Province Chamber 
of Commerce. This award recognised 
and rewarded conflict-sensitivity in 
business through CSR and special 
projects created by business people 
to foster peace. The objectives of this 
annual award are to create a business 
culture that recognizes ‘peacebuilding’ 
as an important social responsibility of 
Sri Lankan business practice, to develop 
inter- regional relationships among 
the regional chambers and other trade 
associations and to create business 
linkages to exchange the resources in 
different regions and create unity among 
different ethnic groups. 

The CSR resource Unit also works with 
Sri Lankans living abroad to carry around 
discussions on economic challenges 
that Sri Lanka faces such as youth 
unemployment and social challenges 
like how to create unity across various 
Sri Lankan communities. Recently it 
supported the visit of regional business 
leaders to Australia in order to connect 
them to Sri Lankan business people 
living there. The concept is to promote 
business investment into the regions 
to empower them and make them 
economically stable, in order to promote 
peace and stability by promoting 
development and advocacy.  

In working at the international, 
national and regional levels, the CSR 
unit is affiliated with other institutions 
such as the Business for Peace Alliance, 
Centre for Poverty Analysis (CEPA), Social 
Policy And Research Centre (SPARC) 
of the University of Colombo and the 
Ceylon Chamber of Commerce. It also 

facilitates discussion and debate through 
a working group of CSR practitioners, 
a business round-table of business 
initiatives working on peace and by 
providing support to other business 
initiatives through the publication of 
studies and tools. 

So far the CSR resource unit has 
produced:

o A set of case studies depicting 
best practice examples of how Sri 
Lankan businesses support regional 
development through context-sensitive 
business initiatives and CSR projects case 
studies on context-sensitive business 
practices

o Together with CEPA, 
International Alert  has completed 
a study on Corporate CSR and the 
potential for socio-economic impact 
assessments of CSR by conducting an 
initial assessment of CSR programmes of 
5 companies 

o A resource Pack: Context-
sensitive business practice for Sri Lankan 
businesses and CSR programmes: A 
resource to be used by SMEs and business 
people to introduce the ‘conflict’ lens to 
their business practices 

The CSR Resource Unit also houses a 
specialised library on resources related 
to CSR, peacebuilding, economic 
dimensions of conflict, conflict-
sensitive business practices, global 
experiences and lessons on business 
as a peacebuilding tool and the role 
of business in conflict-contexts. This 
library is linked to other libraries and is 
currently used by students of the CSR 
course conducted at the University of 
Colombo. The library is a public resource 
to anyone interested in CSR, business 
and peace or the economic dimensions 
of peace and development. 

Resource Unit of International Alert

Mrs.Mangalika de Silva
The Librarian
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T he Mahaweli river which 
flowed for the past two 
decades, into the Rajarata 

area entirely changed its economic and 
social background. As a result, by the 
decade of the nineties, the Mahaweli 
H zone turned to, dry farming, such 
as cultivation of vegetables and inter-
crops. There were no problems where 
the harvest or the prosperity was 
concerned. However  this  dry  farming 
of crops, came to an end, in the decade 
of the 90s in Thambuththegama,  
after the harvest of chillies had to be 
destroyed.

 In the meantime, there was so little 
demand for agri-produce and the prices 

were so low that sacks of limes had to 
be dumped into the Jayaganga river. 
However, the farmers did not slacken 
in their efforts and the prosperity of 
the H zone spread towards Dambulla. 
The monopoly of the specialized 
Dambulla Economic Center was broken 
and an Economic Center which was 
run by the farmers was established in 
Thambuththegama. 

Although this was a boon to 
Thambuththegama, the farmers and 
businessmen involved in agriculture, 
had no skills in the management of 
crops or in pricing. This is the sad       
situation that prevails even today.

If onions failed to  fetch  a good  price 
during one season, all the farmers 
cultivated marrows (kekiri) during the 

next. The same plight which occurred 
with the onions befalls the farmer with  
his  marrows. 

The most serious concern regarding 
the producing of vegetables is 
that approximately forty percent 
goes to waste. This is common to 
Thambuththegama as well. Around 
thirty tons of vegetables go to waste, 
monthly, at the Thambuththegama 
Economic Center alone. It is, in one way, 
a colossal waste and in another a crisis 
regarding disposal of waste. 

Cargills intervened in 
Thambuththegama during this time 
of chaos.  The Cargills Supermarkets 
maintain the quality of any product 
that is bought or sold. The company 
maintains their quality standards 

Cargills brings solace to minds
of the Thambuththegama farmers

Producers at the 
collection center 
sorting out their 
produce and packing 
them in to crates 
before weighing. 

Sarath Manulawickrema
Anuradhapura
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and  initiated two projects  bringing 
profits to  farmers while they were 
assured of the quality of the produce 
they purchased. One is, preparing a 
good harvest together with farmers 
in the East and the NIYAP Project 
being carried out in the East by the 
Ministry of Nation Building. The other 
project is, establishing a Centre where 
agri-produce could be collected and 
providing the farmers with high prices. 
The Cargills organization commenced 
operation of 12 such centres across the 
country. 

They purchase vegetables at a price 
higher than what the producers would 
otherwise fethch while they sell them 
at their super markets at lower prices. 
They acheive this feat not because 
they purchase this produce at very low 
prices. They ensure that the farmers are 
given a higher price as well. This is done 
because they purchase agri-produce 
sans middlemen or intermediaries. 
Farmers can inquire at the Centre or 
via telephone regarding the prices that 
will be prevalent the next day. If they 
are satisfied, then they can harvest and 
bring their produce to the collecting 
Centre. 

It is normal for vegetables to spoil 
during a number of phases such as, 
cultivation, harvesting, preparing, 
packing, transporting and selling. 
Cargills provide the farmers with 
training and knowledge regarding 
these  vital factors in marketing their 
produce.

“We often see to it, that farmers get 
a high price. A kilo that is sold at Rs. 
34 at the Economic Centre fetches Rs. 
38 for the farmers when they sell it to 
us. We have instructed the farmers on 
how to transport the produce, without 
bruising or crushing them and in a 
clean manner, while retaining the good 
quality,” said Lakshan Wakishta, officer 
in charge of the Thambuththegama, 
Cargills Centre. He is a graduate in  
agriculture spcializing in post-harvest 
technology. 

Cargills organization acquires the 
service of  graduates and pays them 
high salaries as well. They derive great 
professional satisfaction in what they 
do. It is obvios when you speak to them.
The post Harvest Technology Institute 
has a scheme to supply farmers with 
crates at a subsidised price. The crates 
used by the super maeket chain  receive 
no sush subsidy.

When a farmer brings vegetables 
to the Centre, they are sorted out 
immediately and packed and arranged 
in plastic crates and this is done as fast 
as possible. Mr. Wakishta also stated 
that, due to all these efforts, it has been 
possible to reduce the percentage of 
vegetable waste to nearly four percent,  
at present. 

While studying these facts, we were 
able to meet a few farmers who supply 
vegetables to the Cargills organization, 
regularly. Mr. H. M. Subaratne who 
supplies Winged Beans and Marrows 
from Thalakolawewa, said that, as he 
often gets a good price, he brings his 
vegetables to this Centre. 

“Now we are more prosperous than 

before. This is because in any case the 
price we receive is high. There is no 
risk as such too. The prices are fixed 
and promised previously, and then 
we can do the harvesting and sell it 
for the relevant price,”  said, Mr. D.M.S. 
Dissanayake of Thambuththegama.

Agricultural Officer, Mr. Wakishta 
says that, while the farmers come 
and go through this Centre there is 
a plan in action where their data is 
collected. They carry out this task, 
using a special form, through which, 
they acquire personal information and 
information on their cultivations, so 
as to be able to maintain date base of 
the producers and what they produce 
and when. On the other hand, this data 
enables Cargills to advise farmers on 
what produce they should cultivate 
depending on the cyclical nature of 
supply and demand of the various 
produce. This enables the farmer to 
plan his future cultivation of crops. 

A Cargills supplier has acquired his own transport.
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It was the worst day of his life, stated Mr.Velumailum 
Premachandran, a resident of Kovila Road, 
Saamplethivu, Trincomalee. Having lost his left leg to 
a landmine, he stood in our prescence,  converting 
the sorrowful tears of a large number of persons who 
have lost their legs due to the civil war in Sri Lanka 
which has been spread over a period of twenty five 
years, into words.

These people, who are not directly connected with 
the war, point their fingers at the government forces 
as well as armed groups for having dragged their 
lives into such tragic circumstances. They say that it 
is not only their legs that have been taken away from 
them but their entire world. 

“We did not go to fight the war, we did not take 
up guns, we managed to survive by cutting firewood 
and making bricks. It is poor innocent people like us 

who have to suffer, when the Sri Lankan Army and the 
Tamil Tigers bury land mines in places where civilians 
frequent. What I want to say to each party that is 
fighting the war is that it is better to kill a person 
rather than deprive even an enemy of a limb,” says 
Mr. A.M. Gemunu, who works as a watch technician 
at the Trincomalee Bus Stand. He is someone who 
lost both his legs, due to the Tigers detonating a 
land mine while traveling in a lorry from Dehiwatte 
to Kantale, in the year 1986. Although he is forced to 
spend the rest of his life in a wheelchair, Gemunu has 
succeeded to a certain extent in winning, where life 
is concerned. 

At present, Gemunu’s job is repairing watches 
at the Trincomalee Bus Stand. Although, even 
among the current severe economic difficulties, this 
profession provides him with an income sufficient to 
survive, Gemunu believes that various situations that 

Mangalanath Liyanaarachchi – Trincomalee
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exist at present in the Trincomalee area create obstacles to his 
profession.

“Although I used to get a good income from this job 
previously, now I am unable to earn that much of an income. 
This is because the people in Trincomalee make money from 
the sea and as the fishing profession in Trincomalee has 
been banned nowadays, people do not have enough money. 
However, I have proved that, being a disabled person does not 
mean being useless. Still, if I had no disability I would never 
have come to Trincomalee - I would have lived in Dehiwatte 
and tilled a field or maintained a chena and lived in prosperity. 
The land mine blotted out all my dreams.” 

Making the best of it, Gemunu bought a land for himself 
and built a fair sized house on it. He has cultivated his land 
with crops required for his own daily consumption and is an 
inspiration to others. “I sit in my wheel chair and remove the 
weeds with a mammoty. The plantains, jak, breadfruit, cadju, 
and various vegetables have all been planted with my effort,” 
he says. 

However, the first death knell was sounded for Gemunu’s 
job, after the ban of fishing in the sea came into effect and 

then the death knell sounded a second time, when his small 
trade cubicle at the Trincomalee Bus Stand, was engulfed in 
flames a short time ago as well as all the tools he used for his 
trade. “It was Mr. Sarath Weerasekera, like a god, who helped 
me buy all the tools and construct the cubicle of a boutique, 
but everything was destroyed by the fire and I am in a terribly 
destitute state,” he grieves. 

With the state of war that arose in the North and East after 
1983 the government security forces planted land mines 
around their camps for their protection and the Tigers buried 
land mines in areas where they had claimed power. Although 
the government security forces buried the landmines 
methodically, the armed organizations did not do that. As a 
result, being unable to identify areas where land mines have 
been buried has become a major problem, when later these 
camps were abandoned or were captured. Due to this, civilians 
who live in these areas, become victims of these landmines 
when least expected. 

Saamblethivu Velumalium Premachandran, who has lost his 
leg due to a land mine that was buried for the protection of 
a camp by the Indian Peace Keeping Force while leaving the 
country, says it is time for the people to stand up and protest 

A.M. Gemunu

A member of the security forces who is detonating a few 
pressure mines which the Tiger organization had planted 
in the Sampoor area

Although the government security forces 
buried the landmines methodically, the armed 
organizations did not do that. As a result, being 
unable to identify areas where land mines have been 
buried has become a major problem, when later 
these camps were abandoned or were captured. Due 
to this, civilians who live in these areas, become 
victims of these landmines when least expected. 
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against landmines. “When the Indian forces dismantled their 
camp in the village, the villagers went to the camp to remove 
any left over stuff. I too went with them and removed a barbed 
wire fence. It was while removing this that I stepped on  a land 
mine. 

If there were  sign boards at least, stating that there were land 
mines and to be careful, we would never have approached the 
place. This camp is situated in the garden area of a school. Had 
I not stepped on the landmine, an innocent school child may 
have done so,” he said. 

Vairamuttu Rasendram, a resident of Eechalampattu, 
Poonagar who lost his left leg to a land mine says, that no 
proper action or plan has been launched as yet, which would 
be capable of supporting the livelihood of a disabled person 
except for providing an artificial limb after a landmine destroys 
it. Although Vairamuttu, a father of three children, has a shop 
in his small home, the income from that is in no way enough 
to survive. 

“I went to the jungle area in front to cut some firewood. I was 
sort of thrown off at the same time that a loud noise erupted 
and I was blinded and deafened by the dust before I lost 
consciousness. It was only later that I got to know that I had 
stepped on a landmine and that my leg had been amputated. 
Thereafter we lived in great hardship. Later an organization 
named Venpura provided me with an artificial limb. However, 
it is extremely tiring to do a job which requires effort. Later 
on an organization which saw my plight, helped me to start a 
small boutique, but the income is still insufficient,” he says. 

According to Vairamuttu, he is not able to do any other job in 
order to maintain his wife and two school-age children. Certain 
people dislike the idea of employing a disabled person. “Some 
people even think we are terrorists,” he further stated. 

Mr. Nishantha Martheenu, of Sinhapura, Trincomalee, who 
lost a leg due to a pressure mine, says that all his future hopes 
were destroyed due to this bomb. Nishantha who began life 
after losing his leg to a land mine, by becoming a three-wheel 
driver has not allowed the loss of a limb to become a tragedy. 

“I did not give up because I lost my leg. I met my wife, after 
this. If she had the self confidence to marry me, I thought why 
could I not face my life,” he said. 

Even animals suffer as much as civilians from the land mine 
disaster which is a by-product of the war. Agriculture and 
cultivation has been the main livelihood of the people of the 
Eastern province and rearing cattle for agriculture as well as 
for producing milk is common. Mr. R. Gamlath, who serves as a 
Project Officer of the Department of Agriculture in Trincomalee, 
says that a number of cattle have died in the areas where the 
war was, from stepping on land mines.

“A large number of cattle have died by becoming victims 
of pressure land mines which were planted as a result of the 
war. There are high quality cows amongst these victims that 
we provided to the farmers. Although the Eastern province 
has been liberated as of now, due to land mines not having 
been completely eradicated the cattle have been deprived of 
grazing grounds. Therefore,  cattle rearing has fallen back a 
lot,” he said. 

A police officer removing a pressure mine which has been 
buried very skillfully

If there were  sign boards at least, stating that 
there were land mines and to be careful, we would 
never have approached the place. This camp is 
situated in the garden area of a school. Had I not 
stepped on the landmine, an innocent school child 
may have done so,” he said. 
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Mr. I. Ilangasinghe, the Wildlife 
Officer of Trincomalee says that these 
land mines have affected the wild 
elephant population in Sri Lanka and 
as a result it is dwindling very fast. 
Mr. Ilangasinghe’s belief is that, wild 
elephants who become victims of 
landmines in the jungle are paralyzed 
for a long while and then die because 
of starvation. 

“Usually, if an elephant becomes 
a victim of a land mine in the close 
vicinity of a village, the elephant 
somehow reaches the village with 
great difficulty as the elephant is 
aware of the fact that people will 
provide medicine. But if it happens 
inside the massive jungle, the animal 
dies within the forest. We also get to 
know only after a few months have 
passed. As of  today, in Trincomalee 
alone, a considerable number of 
elephants have lost their lives due 
to the action of land mines, mortars, 
artillery and gunshots, during the 
past.”

Most people believe that, the removal of landmines within 
areas recently liberated by the government is being done at a 
slow pace. According to Mr. Kalirasa Krishnamurthi, a resident 
of Eechalampattu, Poonagar the government has the ability 
to conduct the removal of land mines more efficiently and 
with speed. However, Mr. Macson Johansson the head of the 
Denmark De-mining Organization who is currently involved 
in removing landmines in this area states thus: “This is a very 
tough task. Our aim is to carry this out hundred percent 
correctly. We do this task only for about four hours for a day. 
When the weather is hot or when it is raining, we do not carry 
out this task.  As of now, we have removed a huge number 
of landmines. There are many more and our objective is to 
complete this task as soon as possible and create a zone free 
of land mines”.

It is quite unnecessary to repeat again and again the fact 
that, landmines are an inhuman tragedy that has swallowed 
the entire world. Also, it is the conviction of the disabled 
victims that compared to the welfare of victims of landmines 
in western countries, the Government as well as any other 
institution has not shown adequate consideration towards 
them.

“If we go to a Government Hospital we do not have a toilet 
to go to. No toilet door, in a Government hospital has been 
constructed to enable the wheel chair of a disabled person 

to enter a lavatory. There should be 
at least a door of three feet width. 
Disabled people have been considered 
only at the Kinniya Hospital which 
was constructed recently by the 
Italian Government,” states Gemunu. 
However, it can be seen that, many 
buildings constructed in the area 
of late by western countries have 
taken into consideration the disabled 
people. 

Vairamuttu also says, “Usually, a 
building should have a door where a 
disabled person can enter in a wheel 
chair without difficulty, it is difficult 
for a disabled person to enter if there 
is only a staircase. At the same time 
toilets should have a commode. But 
there is a vast lack of these facilities at 
Government institutions. We request 
the government to provide these 
facilities for buildings that are being 
newly constructed.”

“It is of great value, if disabled 
persons such as ourselves are provided 
with training in a profession that we 
can conduct while being seated. This 

is because people and organizations will not help us forever. If 
there was some sort of a livelihood we can live independently. 
As far as I know, disabled people like us are provided with 
outdated training in areas such as watch repairing and radio 
repairs. Nowadays, if a radio or a watch stops working, people 
buy a new one; they do not wait to get it repaired. It would 
be practical if a disabled person is provided with training in, 
tailoring, cutting clothes, and gem cutting. Also, when the 
Government appoints people, there should be a separate job 
percentage especially for disabled people.”

These disabled people are quite adequate for us to get 
an understanding of how cruel and contemptible this war 
is. The effort these people put in to care for their families is 
extremely moving, and the suffering their families undergo is 
immense. The story of Vairamuttu Shashikala, the daughter of  
Vairamuttu Rasendram is a good example of this.

“The sadness that I feel, when I see the effort that my father 
makes, trying to walk with an artificial leg in order to earn a 
living for us, cannot be expressed. While other children of my 
age go for walks with their fathers, I feel anger towards those 
who deprived me of that opportunity. There is nothing so 
awful as land mines in this world. I request all those who are at 
war not to give this sorrow which was an endowment to me, 
to another child. Please rid the world of land mines,” she said, 
as her tears burned into our hearts.

These disabled people are quite 
adequate for us to get an understanding 
of how cruel and contemptible this war 
is. The effort these people put in to care 
for their families is extremely moving, 

and the suffering their families undergo 
is immense. The story of Vairamuttu 

Shashikala, the daughter of  Vairamuttu 
Rasendram is a good example of this.
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S obs and sighs are audible 
throughout the village of 
Thoduwawa in Chilaw. A few 

families congregate in small houses of 
this fishing village to implore the gods 
laying out their sorrows. Since the end 
of last July to date, they have had no 
relief nor any consolation. 

There were six people in the multi-
day fishing vessel “Joy Putha 01” which 
left for deep sea fishing from the 
Trincomalee harbour in July. Although 
they set off for the deep sea, none of 
them have arrived back home, as of 
today. 

The fishermen of the vessel, “Joy 
Putha 02” who were in the vicinity of 
this fishing vessel on August 8 had seen 
this boat, at about ten at night and 
when it had got caught in a powerful 
storm. However they did not possess 
enough facts to say whether the vessel 
sank during the storm or whether it 
drifted into the distance, unseen. They 
say, that they were unable to see the 
vessel properly which was about one 
and a half miles away, due to the heavy 
rain and the dense darkness. 

These people as well as the family 
members of the fishermen who 

tragically disappeared believe that 
the vessel would have drifted to the 
coast of a neighbouring country. 
These mothers, fathers and wives, grief 
stricken and in tears wait for the day 

when they would see their child or  
husband return.

The fishermen, Sampath Roy Appu 
(34), Suresh Dilantha Pieris (31), Sunil 
Mervin Fernando (49), Madhusanka 
Rodrigo (18), Augustine Perera (36), 
Shrimal Chathuranga (23) were in the 
vessel which vanished. 

Their relatives have already informed 
the Navy, the Ministry of Fisheries, The 
Deputy Minister of Fisheries and the 
Grama Niladhari as well as the owner, 
regarding the missing vessel. However 
these people state that, there was no 
relief on their behalf as yet. 

Tekla Doreen, the mother of 
Madhusanka who is missing says 
that, she cannot believe the tragedy 
that has befallen the only child of 
the family who could earn a living for 
them. As Madhusanka’s father had 
a disability in one eye, it was he who 
took responsibility for the livelihood of 
the family. Now, he too is out of sight in 
some place. They place their hands on 
their heads and cry out “Bring us back 
our son. God, how will we live without 
him!”

Madhusanka’s father Jude Malcolm 

Who will come, even in a dream and rid the
sighs of suffering rising from the mighty seas

Assuring the safety of the 
fisher folk

Arundathie Ratnayake

Tekla Dorin      Upul Chaminda      Kumara             Jude Anton

We all fear death in 
such storms. If there 

was some way of 
informing us ahead 
of time of winds and 

storms, and there 
would have been a 
way to take instant 

action to save people 
in case of an accident 

at sea, these things 
would not happen. In 
other countries there 
are methods where 
they go by air and 

save people. However 
we do not have those 

facilities as yet. 
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said, “we informed both the owner of 
the boat as well as the Gramasevaka 
but nothing came of it. They said they 
would bring back the boat if it had 
drifted to some other country.”

Suresh Dilantha Pieris is a father 
of three. His young wife came to 
Madhusanka’s house as well. 

Bertram Pieris who is Suresh’s father 
says , “We informed everyone whom 
we knew. We told the owner of the 
boat. He says he informed the Police 
as well. We told the Navy and Minister 
Dayashritha Tissera. They said they will 
make inquiries. However we have no 
information as yet about our children.”

In order to find out more information 
about these fishermen and the vessel, 

we went in search of the Captain - Jude 
Anton, of the “Joy Putha 02” vessel 
which survived the storm. 

“This boat was about one and a 
half miles away from my boat. That 
evening on the we both had anchored 
at sea. We were on the boundary of the 
international seas. As the anchor of my 
boat seemed to be about to break, I 
asked Sampath Aiya in that boat for a 
sea anchor.  As the wind grew stronger 
towards night, we started our journey 
back to land. We travelled until around 
ten at night,” said Captain Jude Anton 

“At this time the captains of the two 
boats were communicating via radio 
signals. Sampath Aiya told me he will 
talk to me around eleven at night. I 
could see the flash lights of the vessel 
too. I had my dinner and fell asleep for 
a while. As we did not receive a call at 

11 we looked for the vessel. The rain 
and wind was so strong that we could 
see almost nothing. My boat filled with 
water. A glass in front was smashed. 
We could not see anything in the 
darkness.

I called the owner of the boat, the 
following morning around ten and 
told him that there was no sight of 
this boat. The storm had not subsided 
even then. However we went as far we 
could in search of the vessel. There was 
no sign of it at all. Later the owner said 
that, the boat might be unable to send 
any messages to us and to return. So, 
we came back. It was only after six days 
that we were able to see another boat.

If the boat had overturned we would 
not be able to see it from afar. We could 
have only seen it if we approached 
it close up. If the boat had drifted 
to another country, we would have 
heard from them by now. It would be 
possible to search only from the air or 
a navy vessel.

  The topic of conversation among 
most of the fishermen gathered here, 
was that there wasn’t a means of 
saving any fisherman who met with 
an accident while at sea. These people 
who stressed the fact that such a 
formal procedure is a necessity, also 
stated that responsible authorities 
should make an effort regarding this 
matter. It is those people who go to sea 
who face the insecurity of the seas. We 
do not feel the risk. Therefore it is not 
possible to forget the creating of a plan 
in connection with the safety of their 
lives. The majority of fisher folk, stated 
their views as follows.

Upul Chaminda

“If a vessel overturns in a sudden 
storm, they cannot be found by 
searching from a boat. The search would 
have to be done from a helicopter. It 
is a costly task. Only the Minister of 
Fisheries or the Ministry itself can do 
something like this. 

We have seen through the media, 
how, when boats are lost at sea, 
fishermen are saved through the air. If a 
fisherman falls into the sea due to some 
incident, he does not sink immediately. 
They can swim for at least three days. 
They can cling to a boat for even five or 
six days. It would be a big thing if they 
can be saved from a helicopter during 
this period at least. 

Jude Anton
The Fisheries Ministry or the people 

in charge at the Ministry, still have no 
plan at all regarding what to do when 
there is an accident at sea. Quite apart 
from that, even the owner of the boat 
does not have any plan at all. If a boat 
belonging to one merchant meets 
with an accident, the others do not 
even inquire about it. It is more than 
enough if we catch sufficient fish for 
them. There is no one to see to us. 

Kumara
Another reason for this problem is 

the fact that we do not receive proper 
information regarding the winds. The 
Department of Meteorology only 
mentions the sea areas around the 
island. This information is not useful 
to fishermen like us, who travel to the 
international seas in multi-day vessels. 
Are there strong winds in the sea in 
that area? Are there storms? This is the 
type of information that is important 
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to us. However we do not receive such 
information. 

How well developed is present day 
technology ? There is an opportunity 
to use this technology and connect 
with the Meteorology Departments 
of countries such as, South India, 
Thailand, Bangladesh, Burma and 
provide fishermen such as us, who 
venture out into the international seas, 
with important information, two or 
three days ahead. 

At times the winds around the seas 
of the country are not strong. However, 
the winds of the sea around the area 
where our multi-day vessels travel 
could be extremely strong. There is no 
way at all that this can be conveyed 
to us. If the fishermen in the boat “Joy 
Putha 01” received information of 
the storm, ahead of time, they could 
have saved their lives. If the NARA, the 
Ministry of Fisheries, The Department 
of Meteorology get together, they can 
assist fishermen at times like this. 

Every year the wind becomes strong 
within the boundaries of the Bay of 
Bengal. This is what happened this 
time as well. If this situation, can be 
conveyed to us,  at least three days 
earlier, fishermen have ample time to 
move at least 300 miles from the storm. 
At times we wonder whether, the 
officials at the Ministry have as much 
knowledge as even we do. We inquire 
whether there are winds and they say 
no. At that time, there is enough wind to 
even overturn a ship. Even if we inform 
them of the area where we are they say 
that they cannot tell us whether the 
winds will be strong or not. 

When we inform NARA of our 
position, what they can do is inform 
the Ministry of Fisheries. If we are able 
to know which country is closest and 
if we are informed of the weather, 
subsequent to getting together with 
the Meteorology sectors of those 
countries, there would be enough time 
for us to approach a harbour in the 

vicinity. 

Loyelle Pieris
Life vests, life saver tyres, satellite 

navigators  should  be made 
compulsory in every boat. There 
should be a law that if this equipment 
is not available, that going to sea is 
prohibited. A boat should be allowed 
to go to sea, only, following an 
inspection by a Fisheries Inspector. 
If they insist on this, the owners of 
the boats will provide us with the 
requirements as they do not want to 
suffer losses keeping boats on dry 
land. 

Joseph
If a fisherman falls ill while at sea, 

there is no way that one can be brought 
to land in an emergency. They do not, 
at least send a launch (a navy vessel). 
Even if there is a patient at deaths door 
we cannot enter the harbour. 

Nimal
It would be best if safety, life saving 

equipment are made compulsory. It 
should be possible for the Government 
to help fishermen, with assistance from 
technology as well as from the Navy. 
If there is an emergency while at sea 
we do not have recourse. The people 
on land are unaware of the ferocity 
and danger of the storm. It is only the 
gods above who will assist us in such a 
situation. 

Thoduwawa is still in the midst of 
tears. It is still not too late, to implement 
a proper procedure expeditiously to 
assure the safety of these people, by 
directing prompt attention to the 
problems of the fisher folk and to 
look for solutions which they face 
when in deep seas. At the same time, 
a formal process should be launched 
for the welfare of families of fishermen 
who face disasters such as these and 
go missing and it would surely be a 
consolation to these people as well. 

Family of Suresh Dilan
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The Sri Lankan President, His 
Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa, 

and the United Nations Children’s Fund 

the reduction of the incidences of diarrhoea, 

include:

President opens Tangalle Water Project to 

clean water
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Sri Lanka’s President His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa presents UNICEF Representative Philippe Duamelle 
            with a special memento in recognition of UNICEF’s support to the Tangalle Water Treatment Plant.


