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HIGHLIGHTS 

• On 21 January, the federal 
Government of Ethiopia declared a 
State of Emergency in Metekel Zone 
in Benishangul Gumuz Region 
(BGR).  

• Since mid-2020, 180,000 civilians 
have been displaced within Metekel 
and in Amhara.  

• These IDPs are in addition to the 
28,000 returnees formerly displaced 
in 2019 by inter-communal violence, 
whose livelihoods had barely 
stabilized when unidentified armed 
groups intensified their activities.  

• On 24 January, 1256 ethnic Gumuz 
asylum seekers reportedly arrived in 
Sudan’s Blue Nile Province.  

• Humanitarian situation may worsen, 
as access remains severely 
restricted by insecurity. 

• The regional Government has been 
providing limited life-saving 
assistance since July 2020 using 
armed escorts. 

• The federal Government is 
establishing an Emergency 
Coordination Center (ECC) to 
coordinate the humanitarian 
response in Metekel Zone. 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
Insecurity in Metekel Zone, which has been ongoing since 2019, has rapidly escalated in the past three months, 
prompting the federal Government of Ethiopia declared a State of Emergency in Metekel Zone on 21 January. 
Since July 2020, attacks by unidentified armed groups (UAGs) have cumulatively displaced 150,000 people in 
Bullen, Dangur, Dibate, Guba, Mandura and Wombera woredas, representing over 30 per cent of the total 
population of Metekel Zone, which was about 479,162 people, according to the 2007 census. Approximately 
100,000 internally displace people (IDPs) are inside Metekel while the other more than 77,000 have fled to the 
neighbouring Awi Zone in Amhara Region. On 24 January, 566 ethnic Gumuz asylum seekers reportedly arrived 
in Sudan’s Blue Nile Province.  

On 23 December 2020, at least 207 people were reportedly killed by UAGs in one day. On 16 January 2021, 
the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission reported that an estimated 500 people had lost their lives in the last 
five months (https://borkena.com/2021/01/14/) Ethiopian rights group says at least 500 people killed and over 
10,0000 were displaced.  More than 4,400 houses have been burned in three woredas: 4,169 in Bullen, 184 in 
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Wombera and 76 in Dibate. Some IDPs are sheltered in public spaces, including schools and meeting halls, 
while others have set up temporary make-shift shelters, staying with relatives or forced to sleep in the open air. 
Given the ongoing fighting between Government security forces and UAGs, along with continuing attacks on 
civilians by UAGs, additional displacements are expected in surrounding towns and woredas.  

While humanitarian access is constrained by insecurity, support is being provided through the government using 
military escorts and some NGO partners working in the zone. Some NGOs are negotiating for independent 
access to the affected population. Humanitarian needs will likely increase in the absence of an improved 
security situation. Significant gaps remain in non-food assistance, in particular safe water supply, shelter/non-
food items (NFI) and sexual and gender-based violence support.  

BGR has experienced conflict and displacement in the recent past, with the inter-communal violence between 
the Gumuz and Oromo communities in September 2017 displacing nearly 75,000 people in Asosa and Kamashi 
Zones, as well as in neighbouring East and West Wellega zones in Oromia Region, according to BGR Disaster 
Risk Management Commission (DRMC). While some IDPs have returned to their places of origin in BGR, most, 
approximately 60,000 people, opted to remain in Oromia’s East and West Wellega zones, according to zonal 
DRMC.  

Similarly, the inter-communal violence between the Amhara and Gumuz communities in September 2018 
displaced over 21,000 people to Awi Zone in Amhara Region, while others were displaced internally within 
Metekel Zone. In May 2020, Amhara and BGR Governments launched a return plan, returning over 28,000 
IDPs to Metekel Zone. The returnees received assistance from Government and humanitarian partners, with 
some interruptions due to the tense security situation. Their livelihood had barely stabilized when UAGs started 
operating in the area in the past months. 

ACCESS 
Overall, due to the deteriorating security 
situation in Metekel Zone humanitarian 
access to the people affected by 
violence has been challenging. In the 
last three months following the 
escalation of insecurity in the zone, 
some humanitarian agencies in Gelgel 
Beles have relocated their staff to 
Chagni Town (Amhara Region).  

Three zonal Government staff were 
reportedly abducted by UAGs in 
November 2020. Public transport and 
other private/Government vehicles are 
reportedly repeatedly ambushed by 
UAGs, causing civilian casualties. 
Currently, the only route with relative 
safety to access Metekel Zone is the 
direct road from Addis Ababa to Gelgel 
Beles (zonal capital of Metekel) through 
Amhara Region. No attack against 
humanitarian partners has been 
reported.  
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RESPONSE 
The regional Government continues to provide life-saving assistance since July 2020, including food and partial 
NFIs, using armed escorts. To date, the Government has distributed 6,024 quintals of cereals for IDPs in Bulen 
woreda, while the local NGO Mijijigalo distributed 200 quintals of cereals in the same woreda. Food items, which 
were dispatched by NDRMC to Gelgel Beles Town in December, finally reached woreda centers for distribution 
in late January, due to security and logistical challenges.  
 
Local NGO Action for the Needy in Ethiopia (ANE) is currently transporting and distributing UNHCR-donated 
NFIs in Bulen and Dibate, even as insecurity severely constrains its ability to obtain beneficiary lists. These 
include 3,400 mats, 13,600 blankets, 3,400 buckets, 50,000 laundry soaps, 3,395 fire retardants, 6,800 
mosquito bed nets, 3,400 kitchen sets, and 2,400 plastic tarpaulins.  Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is 
implementing three projects supported by ECHO and German Federal Foreign Office (GFFO) on WASH, 
emergency shelter, education in emergencies, and housing, land and property (HLP). Some of the projects 
cover Metekel IDPs in both BGR and Amhara regions. The Ethiopia Red Cross Society (ERCS) has started 
distributing items from the German Red Cross in Bullen, Zigih and Dibate; this assistance comprises 400 
quintals of flour, 500 mattress, 500 blankets, 3 big tents to accommodate 10,000 people. The second round of 
items worth ETB 6.9 million (approximately US$ 177,000), donated by UNICEF for distribution by ERCS, arrived 
in Bulen and Dibate woredas and will address essential health, nutrition, WASH and child protection NFI needs.  
 
UNICEF, with Plan International, is finalizing Child Protection in Emergencies and Education in Emergencies 
Programme Cooperation Agreement (PCA) for the next eight months in Metekel Zone. With UNICEF support, 
the Bureau of Women, Children and Youths (BoWCY) is deploying 14 social workers—two for each of the seven 
woredas in the zone—to provide psychosocial support, strengthen child protection and gender-based violence-
related registration and documentation, in collaboration with regional DRMC structures and staff.  
 
Previously, in December 2020, the ERCS - Asosa branch distributed 500 mattresses and 500 blankets in Bullen 
and Dibate woredas. ERCS also distributed 3,000 litres of cooking oil and 500 quintals of flour for IDPs in the 
same woredas. The BGR Health Bureau, in January 2021, deployed two mobile health teams along with 
emergency medical supplies to support health facilities and manage medical cases in Bulen and Dibate 
woredas. The team reportedly faced operational difficulties due to insecurity.  
 
According to the regional DRMC, there are huge gaps in emergency health supplies, NFIs, WASH, food and 
protection items. A gap analysis is being conducted at the zonal level. OCHA and partners are reviewing options 
for needs assessment to scale up the humanitarian response. The federal Government is making efforts to 
establish an Emergency Coordination Center (ECC) in Gelgel Beles to coordinate the humanitarian response 
to the IDPs. Unhindered access to affected areas is of utmost importance to reach those in need with life-saving 
assistance.  

 


