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In January, WCLAC provided 

legal aid and counseling 

services to 18 women. 

According to Rania 

Salaheddin, the head of 

WCLAC’s Service Unit, this 

represents a significant 

increase (80 percent) in the 

number of women seeking 

these services, up from an 

average of 10 women in a 

typical month.  

 

The explanation given by the 

Service Unit for the increase is 

that the West Bank has been 

hit by a wave of strikes in 

recent months, arising out of 

the late payment of salaries 

by the Palestinian Authority 

(P.A.), which in turn, was 

caused by the withholding of 

P.A. tax revenue by Israel, 
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seen by many as in 

punishment for Palestine’s 

successful UN bid to upgrade 

its status in 2012. The 

Palestinian court system has 

been affected by the strikes 

and “the women are worried 

about being able to enforce 

their legal rights and come to 

WCLAC for advice and 

support,” says Rania. The most 

common issues currently 

being dealt with by WCLAC’s 

Service Unit relate to custody 

and the payment of alimony. 

*** 

On 31 January, the UN issued 

a report on the impact of 

Israeli settlements on 

Palestinians. The report 

concluded that “women 

alone in their homes are easy 

targets for settler violence.” 

 

 

 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 In Focus: More women 

seeking legal aid and 

counseling services. 

 

 UN Body: Israeli 

settlements must be 

removed without 

preconditions. 

 

 House demolition video: 

Report by Al Jazeera. 

 

 Joint WCLAC/DCI 

submission to UN fact-

finding mission on illegal 

Israeli settlements. 

 

 Take action - Support us 

 

 

 

“We live a life of sheer 

terror and feel we are on 

our own.” 

 

Mother from the West Bank 

village of Burin, following a 

settler attack 

 

 

 DETENTION FIGURES 

   Number of Palestinians 

held in Israeli detention 

facilities in December 

2012. 

 

 Total       - 4,517          +2% 

 Women  - 9 

 Girls        - 1 

 Boys        - 192 
 

Illegal Israeli settlement 

near Ramallah, West Bank 

http://www.wclac.org/english
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/nov/29/united-nations-vote-palestine-state?intcmp=239
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1181
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1181
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1181
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1181
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxCX9j230x8&feature=youtu.be
http://www.wclac.org/english/userfiles/UN_SP_SETTLER%20VIOLENCE_OCT_2012%5b201210319199%5d.pdf
http://www.wclac.org/english/userfiles/UN_SP_SETTLER%20VIOLENCE_OCT_2012%5b201210319199%5d.pdf
http://www.wclac.org/english/userfiles/UN_SP_SETTLER%20VIOLENCE_OCT_2012%5b201210319199%5d.pdf
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1168
http://www.donordirectaction.org/wclac/
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WOMEN’s VOICES 

 
 Samah H. – A 25-year-old 

mother from Gaza describes 

how an Israeli bomb landed 

near her house blowing out 

the windows and injuring her 

10-month-old child. 

 

 Suhaila T. – The director of a 

hospital in Gaza run by the 

Episcopal Diocese of 

Jerusalem describes the day 

an Israeli bomb landed in her 

garden. 

 

 Samar H. – A 41-year-old 

mother of two from Gaza 

describes life in the territory 

during intense Israeli aerial 

bombardment. 

 

 Samia K. – A 26-year-old 

woman from Gaza describes 

life in the territory during 

intense Israeli aerial 

bombardment in November 

2012. 

 

 Bessan Q. – A 28-year-old 

mother of two from Gaza 

describes another sleepless 

night as Israeli missiles 

continue to land. 

 

 Najah K. – On 18 June 2012, 

Israeli bulldozers demolish a 

number of houses and 

livestock sheds belonging to 

the Bedouin community of Al 

Hamra, near Bethlehem, in the 

occupied West Bank. 

 

 Hamda M. - A 43-year-old 

mother from Beit Ummar, near 

Bethlehem in the occupied 

West Bank, describes 

repeated night raids on her 

home and the arrest of her 

children. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Women’s Voices 
 
Name:   Fatima S. 

Age:   41 

Location:  Burin village, West Bank 

Nature of incident: Settler attack 

Date of incident: 2 February 2013 

 

A mother of five describes the day a mob of settlers attacked her village 

whilst being protected by soldiers from the Israeli army. 

 

Fatima lives with her husband and children 

in the West Bank village of Burin. The village 

is situated between two illegal Israeli 

settlements: Yitzhar and Bracha. “Our 

house is located close to a road used by 

the settlers from Yitzhar,” says Fatima. “The 

settlers often march down the hill and 

attack our village. They sometimes park 

their cars on the road and terrorise us.” 

 

“On 2 February, at around noon, I was at 

home with my children,” recalls Fatima. 

“The men of the village were at work.  

All of a sudden I heard the sound of people shouting. I looked out of the 

window towards the hill on which the settlement of Yitzhar is built, and saw a 

group of 30 to 40 settlers running towards my house. Some of the settlers 

were carrying sticks, whilst others were masked. It was a terrifying scene, 

although I have witnessed it many times.” One of Fatima’s sons went out of 

the house to confront the settlers. Other young men from the village who 

were not working at the time were on another hill where a second group of 

settlers from Bracha were attacking the village. Fatima’s son was joined by 

some other villagers who tried to stop the settlers from entering the village. 

“Shortly afterwards Israeli soldiers arrived and started firing tear gas at us,” 

recalls Fatima. “A huge white cloud filled the area and I felt like I was 

suffocating. It was a heavy type of gas that makes it difficult to breathe. I still 

feel some pain in my chest today, 10 days later,” says Fatima. 

 

“The settlers threw rocks at our house and the soldiers kept firing tear gas. 

One of the soldier’s threw a tear gas canister at my son which hit him in the 

face, causing him to bleed. I nearly lost my mind when my son returned to 

the house with blood on his face. I tried to wipe the blood from his face as 

the house filled up with gas. He was in a lot of pain and started vomiting,” 

recalls Fatima. “The situation continued until early evening and the soldiers 

continued to provide protection to the settlers. I constantly feel unsafe in my 

own house with my young children. On that day I realised how the settlers 

can get away with anything with the army’s protection. I have no doubt 

that one day the settlers will take over our house with the help of the army. 

We live a life of sheer terror,” says Fatima. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foreground: Burin village. 

Background: Israeli settlement of 

Bracha 

 

http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1169
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1167
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1165
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1164
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1163
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1160
http://www.wclac.org/english/etemplate.php?id=1134


 

In Focus – Inequalities under Palestinian custody law 
 

WCLAC’s Service Unit based in 

Ramallah, provides legal aid and 

counseling services to Palestinian 

women living in the West Bank and 

East Jerusalem. According to the 

head of the Unit, Rania Salaheddin, 

the most common issues currently 

being dealt with relate to custody 

and alimony disputes.  

 

“Of particular concern to us at the moment,” says Rania, 

“relates to discrimination in the laws and practice relating to 

custody disputes involving girls.” Under the relevant Palestinian 

law, or “Dumm Law” relating to the custody of children, the 

wishes of male children are taken into consideration by the 

court, whereas the father of a female child is automatically 

entitled to custody upon the girl reaching puberty, regardless of 

her wishes. This discrepancy in the law is said to be based on 

considerations of “honour”. Although the relevant law does 

contain provisions relating to the “best interests of the child”, in 

practice, the provision relating to a father’s automatic right of 

custody over a female child prevails. 

 

A recent case handled by WCLAC illustrates the problem. A 

mother of five daughters sought advice from the Service Unit 

after the girls’ father sought custody of a 17-year-old child. 

Although there was evidence that the father had previously hit 

the girl, causing her eardrum to rupture, the court viewed the 

incident as one of “discipline” rather than abuse, and awarded 

custody of the girl to the father, over the objections of the 

mother and child. 

 

WCLAC is attempting to change the law to ensure that both 

male and female children are treated equally under the law 

and their wishes are taken into consideration by the courts. In 

the meantime, lawyers for the organisation attempt to buy as 

much time as possible to ensure that girls stay as long as possible 

with their mothers if this is their wish. 
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 Rana H. - On 6 July 2012, a 20-

year-old woman from 

Ramallah, in the occupied 

West Bank, is beaten by Israeli 

soldiers as she peacefully 

demonstrates against the 

expansion of an illegal 

settlement. 
 

 Alia A. - On 15 March 2012, a 

15-year-old girl from Suseya 

village, in the occupied West 

Bank, reports being beaten by 

Israeli soldiers as she tries to 

herd the family’s goats. 

 

 Dalal S. - A mother describes 

waiting two months for a 

permit to visit her son in a 

prison inside Israel. 

Transferring Palestinians to 

prisons inside Israel violates 

the Fourth Geneva 

Convention. 

 

 

 

WCLAC REPORTS 

 

 Women’s Voices: Glimpses 

of Life Under Occupation 

 

 Joint WCLAC/DCI 

submission to the UN 

International Fact-Finding 

Mission on Israeli 

Settlements in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory 

 

 Submission to the UN 

Committee on the 

Elimination of Discrimination 

Against Women 

 
 Women’s Voices: In the 

Shadow of the Settlements 

 

 Women without Names: 

Femicide in the name of 

honor in Palestinian society 
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