
European Union

Food Security Information for Decision Making
www.foodsec.org

Price Monitoring and Analysis Country Brief Somalia
January-April 2011

Key Messages
Dramatic increases in the prices of local cereals are registered in Southern and Central Somalia, mainly due to drought that 
affected production of sorghum and maize. Nominal rice and maize prices may soon approach the levels observed in 2008.

The number of food insecure people in need of food assistance has increased to 2.4 million in the last six months.

The ongoing civil conflict and the severe drought during the 2010/11 secondary deyr season are the major drivers of 
deteriorating food security conditions in the country.

The protracted conflict has affected the government's ability to respond to food and livelihood insecurity.

Background
The total population in Somalia is 9.1 million with an annual growth rate of 2%. The population with access to improved sanitation is 
estimated to be 23%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2009 (WB) 9.133

Population growth rate - 2009 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP n.a.

Population below 1$ PPP per day n.a.

Rural population - 2009 (WB) 63%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) n.a.

Prices

Cereals: poor 2010/11 Deyr rains in the South affected maize 
and sorghum production, resulting in an upward price trend. In 
March, maize prices have risen, respectively, by 13 and 33% in 
Buale (13250 SoS/Kg) and Marka (1283), the main producing 
areas of Juba and Shabelle. In Galkayo, the central deficit 
areas, after a steep increase in Jan (21600), prices fell by 26% 
to 16000 SoS/Kg in March. In Mogadishu, maize prices rose by 
29% (13658) and sorghum by 38% (15327 SoS/Kg). Imported 
rice prices increased by 11% (Jan/March) to 23750 SoS/Kg 
and were 79% higher than Rice Thai A1 Super prices. 
Livestock: deteriorating ToT for pastoralists (Juba, Shabelle,
Sorghum belt regions) due to increasing cereal prices and 
decreasing livestock prices.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) n.a.

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 23%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 48

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 30%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 0.7%

Food Security Situation Assessment
The Somalia Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit 
reported an increase of 20% of people requiring humanitarian 
assistance over the last six months, reaching 2.4 million 
people. This represents 32% of the total population of 7.5 
million people. In February, the FSNAU post-Deyr 2010/11 
Analysis identified about 910,000 IDPs as being in crisis; in 
addition, 940,000 people in Acute Food and Livelihood Crisis 
(AFLC) and 535,000 in Humanitarian Emergency (HE) who are 
mainly concentrated in rural and urban areas. FEWSNET 
describes a situation of high and extreme food insecurity in the 
north eastern and central regions. GIEWS reports widespread 
lack of access to food.
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Due to delayed rains, poor pasture, acute water shortages and 
low production of Frankincense, the food insecurity situation of 
poor and middle HH in Iskushuban, Alula, Qandala and Bossaso 
districts in Bari region will likely worsen between now and 
March ...more
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Somalia

Vegetation Condition

At the beginning of the long rainy season, a delay of greenup 
onset is observed (due to a rainfall deficit) in the major part of 
cropland areas. All the cropland areas are concerned except in 
the province of Woqooyi Galbeed. The indicator of vegetation 
condition provided below is the relative difference between the 
NDVI for April 2011 and the average of the last 10 years on the 
agricultural zones derived from the Africover dataset (FAO).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Maize(Der) - Sorghum (Der)

Growing Maize(Der) - Sorghum (Der)

Harvesting Maize(Der) - Sorghum (Der)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Armed conflicts continue in southern and central Somalia where 
humanitarian access is very limited. Conflict, coupled with 
persistent drought, exacerbates food security conditions leading 
to widespread displacement. UNHCR estimates 1,46 mln IDPs 
nationwide. Only in April were displaced 12,000 people (5,400 
from Mogadishu). An additional 50,000 people are refugees in 
Ethiopia, Kenya and Yemen.

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 1011824 1289764 1576544

Total outside the country 1476007 1860373 2249454

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-06-27 Woqooyi 
Galbeed

1/3

Earthquake 2010-06-05 Bari 1/3

Flood 2010-04-12 Middle 
Shabelle

1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

A significant decline of the Deyr 2010 cereal crop production 
was reported. The current cereal production is estimated at 
21,000MT about 80% lower compared to the Deyr Post-War 
Average (PWA) of 1995-2009, as well as the Deyr 5-year 
average (2005-2009). Total 2010 output is at 282,000T, 5% 
below the 2009 one, but 30% above average. Imports were at 
443,000T, 27% higher than in 2009, but same as the average.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

No food and agricultural policies implemented by the 
government due to ongoing conflict with rebel groups 
throughout the country.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food assistance

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Drought claims victims among most vulnerable, flow of ...
East Africa Food Security Outlook May to September 2011
Somalia shelling kills 14 civilians at market
The USAID FEWS NET Weather Hazards Impacts Assessment ...
A Decade of Aid to the Health Sector in Somalia 2000–2...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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