
 

 

MARSABIT SECONDARY DATA REVIEW - KIRA 
(December 2013)  

Introduction 

This document is a baseline for humanitarian needs assessment in 

Marsabit with an aim to provide information that would aid in decision 

making. The information presented has been gathered through a 

review of pre-crisis secondary data, studies and lessons learnt 

reports. Available indicator information is by Sub County, county and 

national (where there is no available district/county information). This 

desk review is to help in the process of inter-agency assessment 

planning for the ongoing event. 

Purpose of the Desk review 

This desk review is not a comprehensive survey on food security, 

livelihoods, WASH, protection e.t.c nor is it an inter-agency needs 

assessment. It is a process in which a secondary literature and data 

has been used to uncover any relevant information of use and 

guidance for the preparation of the in-crisis primary data collection. 

Situation Overview 

The county has experienced numerous inter-clan clashes between 

Gabra and Borana in 2013 which started at the beginning of 24
th
 

August 2013 and continued until September 3
rd

 2013 in two rounds. 

There has been routine attacks’ between October and November 

2013 reported within Moyale which is one of Marsabit sub counties. 

After the August clashes houses that were evacuated from were 

found looted. The month of October had 9 attacks that left 9 people 

wounded. Transport from Moyale town to Nairobi was paralyzed in 

the month of November 2013 as the roads were blocked and some 

people looted from. Fresh attacks have been reported in the month 

December and reports from a DSG meeting that was held on the 11
th
 

of 11
th
 December started that so far 29 people have been injured, 

49000 people displaced (some fled to Ethiopia, Wajir North (Bute) 

and others to their relatives with Marsabit). Different agencies have 

also stepped up to offer humanitarian support to the victims 

KRCS has managed to respond appropriately in evacuating victims 

for treatment and offering first aid services. KRCS Moyale branch 

was able to distribute NFIs to 20 households affected by conflicts in 

Sololo and Turbi.  

It is understood that a portion of the population in the conflict areas 

have been displaced to safer areas majority into Ethiopia and 

minority within Moyale town (INSO) 
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Priorities 

Affected Areas due to the conflict 

Moyale is one of Marsabit Sub County with 7 wards (Moyale 

township, Golbo, Obbu, Heillu/Manyatta, Sololo and Uran see Table 
1) 

 
Below are some of the affected locations/villages gathered from 
emerging reports (Source KRCS, DSG meeting, Rapid Assessment 
of Kenyan Influx Communities) 
 
Butiye Ward (Population 17542) 

Goromuda sub location (a guest house and a school burnt) 

(population 3863) 

Butiye sub location (population 4749) 

Heillu/Manyata Ward – (Population 21,152) 

Kinisa Sub-location - (Population 3076) 

Golbo ward (population 29161) 

Godoma sub location (population 3327) 

Odda sub location (population 2949) 



 

 

Watiti (20 houses burnt, 133 heads of cattle and 2 donkeys) 

Population of 5557 with a household size of 6 per household. 

proximately 1008 households in need of immediate assistance 

Sololo Ward (population 8300) 

Turbi in North Horr (population of 7,715) 

Aroso 

Displacement out of the county 

Wajir North (Bute) 

Ethiopia (across Moyale Ethiopia border) 

 

Ward Name 

Population 
(2009 

National 
Census) 

Description 

Butiye 17,542 
Butiye, Somare, Goromuda, Tesso Bori and Kate 
Sub–Locations of Marsabit County 

Sololo 8,300 
Anona, Woya Godha, Mado Adi and Sololo Sub–
Locations of Marsabit County 

Heillu/Manyatta 21,152 
Lami, Heilu, Kinisa, Mansile and Manyatta Burji 
Sub–Locations of Marsabit County 

Golbo 29,161 

Godoma/Dikol/Godoma, Nana, Golla, Odda, 
Funanyatta, Dir Digma/Guyo/Timo/Dabel, Odda, 
Funanyatta and Yabalolo Sub–Locations of 
Marsabit County 

Moyale Township 12,695 
Township, Sessi and Ngurumesa Sub–Locations 
of Marsabit County 

Uran 9,754 
Rawana, Banale, Walda, Lataka, Uran, Golole 
and Karbururi Sub–Locations of Marsabit County 

Obbu 5,195 
Bodhoda, Humballo, Garba, Sololo Makutano 
and Damballa Fachana Sub–Locations of 
Marsabit County 

Table 1: Moyale sub-county information, Source: IEBC
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http://www.infotrackea.co.ke/services/leadership/constituencyinfo.php?ci
nf=wards&t=45 

Possible affected Groups 

 Families who their houses were touched/burnt 

 Displaced families affected by the ongoing conflicts 

 Injured people in need of further medical asistance 

 Malnourished children especially under 5, Pregnant and Lactating 
mothers 

 Affected food insecure households 

 Women and Children at risk of gender based violence 

 Elderly in the conflict villages 

 School going children 

Situation Overview before conflict 

 GoK relief food covered 14,000 people in Chalbi, Loiyangalani, 
Moyale and Sololo in 2013 relief food programmes LRA 2013 

 Most households depleted their maize stocks and were depending 
on relief food or buying from market  LRA 2013 

 Milk consumption had reduced from 2 litres per person per day to 
0.5 litres per person per day  LRA 2013 

 Minimal and below normal amount of rainfall received in October 
NDMA-Oct 2013 

 Poor pasture and browse conditions because of depleted 
vegetation cover NDMA-Oct 2013 

 Increased trekking distance to access household water (2.6km) 
for consumption with water waiting time of 2.1hours NDMA-Oct 

2013. As at August water consumption was at 10 litres per person 
per day  LRA 2013 

 Increased rate of children at risk of malnutrition from 20% to 
33.4% due to lack of food and inadequate breastfeeding NDMA-
Oct 2013 

 Main water sources are from boreholes, pans, shallow wells and 
natural rivers both in agro pastoral and pastoral areas NDMA-Oct 
2013 

 Reported cases of diseases such us malaria, fever, common cold 
in children who are 5years and below NDMA-Oct 2013 

 Increased coping strategy scores with the following notable 
strategies reduction in number of meals, purchase of food on credit 
and swapping to change to cheaper meals NDMA-Oct 2013 

 
Demography of Population 

http://www.infotrackea.co.ke/services/leadership/constituencyinfo.php?cinf=wards&t=45
http://www.infotrackea.co.ke/services/leadership/constituencyinfo.php?cinf=wards&t=45
http://www.kenyafoodsecurity.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=90&Itemid=148
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http://www.ndma.go.ke/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=382:moyale-october-2013&Itemid=121
http://www.ndma.go.ke/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=382:moyale-october-2013&Itemid=121
http://www.ndma.go.ke/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=382:moyale-october-2013&Itemid=121
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http://www.kenyafoodsecurity.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=90&Itemid=148
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http://www.ndma.go.ke/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=382:moyale-october-2013&Itemid=121


 

 

 Marsabit constitutes 0.8% of the national population with 52% of 
the population being male and 48% female Table 2 

Moyale takes 35.6% of Marsabit county population with a portion of 
52.3% male and 47.7% female Table 2. The sub county has 4 wards 
Moyale central, Golbo, Obbu and Uran population in that order 
respectively 

 The county shares 22% of the national urban population ranked 
18/47 CRA 2012 

Moyale town has the largest urban population of 5% of Marsabit 
county then Marsabit town 1%, Sololo town 1% and Laisamis town 
1% respectively CRA 2012 

 It has a population density of 445.9 which is higher than the 
national population density of 401.1 per square kilometer see Table 

2. An average number of 4 people per square kilometer % CRA 2012 

 The average household size in Marsabit is 5.1 higher than the 
national household size of 4.4. Moyale on the other hand has a HH 
size of 6.2 which is 0.1 higher than Marsabit county Table 2.  

 Population of children under 5years is 15.65% higher than 
national under 5years of 15.47. 31.83% are between the age of 0-9 

years.
2
  

 It is estimated that the county’s deprived child population is 
67.65%.
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 47% of the population in Marsabit is between the age bracket of 0-
14 years, 49% between 15-64% years and 4% are 64 years and 
above CRA 2012. 

 Moyale Sub County has an average of 0.92 gender index. Kenya 
has a gender index of 0.25% for 2012, and a Human 
Development Index score of 0.509 for 2011, placing it at 143 out 
of 187 countries. SIGI, 2012 

 In 2011, the national birth rate per 1,000 was 37.6 (World Bank, 

2011), and the annual population growth rate was  2.67% (World 

bank, 2012)   

County # Area in Populati Male Female Total 
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 Kenya Integrated Household Budget Survey 2005 
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 SPME CDI by county 

Househ
olds 

Sq.Km on 
Density 

Populati
on 

Moyale 
Central* 8152 

  
26653 24736 51389 

Golbo* 4447   15365 13796 29161 

Obbu* 2372   6988 6507 13495 

Uran* 1637   5285 4469 9754 

Moyale** 16608     54291 49508 103799 

Marsabit*** 56,941 653 445.9 151,112 140,054 291,166 

Kenya 
8,767,1
04 

96,252
.0 

401.1 19,192,4
58 

19,417,6
39 

38,610,0
97 

Table 2 Population statistics Marsabit (Source: KNBS 2012, Source 2009 Census 
* ward ** sub county *** county)
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Area Profile 

Geography, climate and economy 

 Marsabit is Arid and Semi Arid county in the nothern tip of former 
Eastern province and it’s the largest county in the republic CRECO 

2012 

 The primary economic activity is pastoralism with a bit of small 
scale fishing, sand harvesting, and small scale trading. It is 
believed that the county has potential mineral wealth (copper, 
beryl, nepheline e.t.c) CRECO 2012, CRA 2012. 

 The temperatures range from a minimum of 10.1
0
C to a maximum 

of 30.2
0
C, with an annual average of 20.1°C. Rainfall ranges 

etween 200mm and 1,000mm  per annum CRA 2012 

 The gross national income per capita was $820 in 2010. World 

Bank,2013 

 Kenya’s inflation rate stood at 4.45% in February 2013  Trading 

Economics 

Socio-cultural characteristics 

 The county comprises of the following Ethnic communities Borana, 
Gabra, Burji, Rendile Turkana and Ell-Molo with popultion leading 
in that descending order CRECO 2012 

 Generally women’s participation in decision making and politics 
is very low CRECO 2012. 
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http://www.crakenya.org/county/marsabit/
http://www.crakenya.org/county/marsabit/
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http://genderindex.org/country/kenya
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http://data.worldbank.org/country/kenya?display=default
http://data.worldbank.org/country/kenya?display=default
http://www.tradingeconomics.com/kenya/indicators
http://www.tradingeconomics.com/kenya/indicators
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf


 

 

 Islamic and Christianity are the main religion in the county with 
some others practising traditional religions CRECO 2012. 

Governance and coordination 

 Leaders are known to mobilise for political support along ethnic 
lines which posses tensions between Gabra and Borana since 
they are largest communities CRECO 2012 

 
Vulnerable Groups 

 15% of the population in need of immediate food assistance 
between Aug 2013 – Feb 2014 (Nutrition updates as at Nov 2013)
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 Marsabit classified as one of the poorest counties after Turkana 
with a poverty rate of 83.5% higher than the national poverty rate 
of 45.9%

6
. 

 Children under the age of 5years at risk of malnutrition including 
acute and severe malnutrition 

 School going children 47.0% who are between 15-18 years old See 
Table 5 

 Early girl child marriages and pregnancies as a result of cultures 
and traditions 

 Boys dropping out of school due to cultural practices and herding. 

Hazards and Historic Sources of Conflict 

Shocks and Hazards 

 Inter clan tension over political power is believed to be a source to 
trigger confilct CRECO 2012. 

 Flash floods in Olturot, in Loiyangalani, and Namarei in Laisamis 
which lead to loss of lives and livestocks FS 2013 

 Unreliable rainfall performance 

 Cross border and intercommunical conflicts posses a threat to the 
county’s security CRECO 2012. 
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humanitarian-strategy-workshop 
6 Basic Report on Well-being in Kenya KIHBS 2005/06 

 Drought indused by climate change increases vulnarability and 

intensify conflict over scarce resource in the course of the event 
CRECO 2012. 

 

Historic triggers/Sources of tentions 

 Ethnic rivalry that could easily trigger conflict  which sometime boil 
during election campains with negative consequences CRECO 2012. 

 Natural resource based conflicts of pasture and water are also 
prevelent in the county CRECO 2012 

 Conflict also arises between nomadic communities over 
communial resources as property rights are loosely defined 
CRECO 2012 

 In the past songs were used to used to incite violence CRECO 2012. 
 

Security Issues 

 Proliferation of small arms through the Marsabit/Ethiopia border by 
the Oromo rebellion from Ethiopia predespoing the area to deadly 
conflicts CRECO 2012. 

 Cattle raids has also possed threats to security within the area 
CRECO 2012. 

 

Livelihoods and Food Security 

Livelihoods 

 The main economic activity is pastoralism with minority of the 
population practicing agro-pastoralism in Moyale and Central 
Marsabit see Figure 1  

 Livestock production contributes 80% of income in Patoral 
livelihood zones, 16% rely on Agro pastoral activities and 3% rely 
on other livelihood activities such as formal employment/fishing 
along lake Turkana LRA 2013. 

 Coping mechanisms employed across all the livelihoods at HH 
level included skipping meals and adults forgoing meals in favor of 
children LRA 2013 

http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.kenyafoodsecurity.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=90&Itemid=148
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO-Peace-bk-May.pdf
http://www.kenyafoodsecurity.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=90&Itemid=148


 

 

 
Figure 1 Marsabit Livelihood zones (LRA 2013) 

 

Figure 2 Moyale liveihood zones (Source: Food Security district profile) 

Food Insecurity 



 

 

 The entire county is food insecure and it’s classified on the 
stressed phase of food insecurity (IPC Phase 2) 2012-2013 SRA

7
  

Current factors affecting food security in the area 

 Rainfall poor performance of short and long rains in the pastoral 
and agro pastoral zones FS 2013 

 High basic food prices and limited household food stocks FS 2013 

 Crop pests hindering crop productivity and livestock diseases FS 
2013 

 Tensions and insecurity in the region FS 2013 

 Below normal livestock holdings and influx of livestock from Wajir 
and Ethiopia  FS 2013 

 

Health and Nutrition 

Health  

 58.95% of the hospitals in the county are public and are 
government owned.

8
 The ratio of Doctor to population is 1:10,000 

in Moyale and 1:63,825 in other sub counties with the notable 
hospital being Marsabit District Hospital CRA, 2011 

 25% of every 10,000 population in Marsabit have TB and only 
1.2% of the population are on HIV + ante- natal care see Table 3 

 The HIV prevalence in the county is 5.5% lower than the national 
HIV prevalence of 6.1%. 

9
  

 66.2% fully immunized population is below the national 
immunized population of 83.0% 

10
 while national birth registration 

of children under 5 is at 27.4%, 32.6% lower than the national 
immunization rate 

11
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short-rains-season-assessment-report-february-2013  
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 Health facility Master List 2012 

9
 Basic report on Well-being in Kenya KIHBS 2005/06 

10
 District Information Health Systems (DHIS) 2012 

11
 Nyanza MICS 2011/ * Mombasa Informal settlements/ ** Eastern 

Province MICS 

 National life expectancy at birth is 57.5 for males and 56.3 for 
females (World bank, 2012)  

 The national literacy rate for adults is 87.4% (90.6% for males, 
84.2% for females), and the youth literacy rate is 92% (91.7% for 
males, 93.7% for females World Bank, 2010  

 The national maternal mortality ratio per 100,000  360 

deaths/100,000 live births in 2010 WHO, 2010 

Health coverage Marsabit Kenya * 

Malaria (as % of all 1st outpatient 
visits) 

66.3 (20) 27.7 

TB in every 10,000 people (% 
2009/10) 

25 (20) 39 

HIV+ ante-natal care clients (%, 
2010) 

1.2 (5) 5.9 

Delivered in a health centre 17.9 (42) 37.5 

Qualified medical assistant during 
birth 

17.4 (41) 37.6 

Had all vaccinations 80.1 (20) 75 

Adequate height for age 66.9 (13) 59.8 

Table 3 Health coverage indicators by county (CRA, 2011) 

Figures shown are percentage of population, figure in brackets indicates the 

rank compared across all 47 counties. * indicates Kenya county average 

 
Morbidity and mortality   

 Common ailments in the county include Malaria, Intestinal worms, 
diseases of the respiratory and diarrhea CRA 2012 

 The rate of under 5 mortality rate is 70% lower than the national 
mortality rate of 70% 
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Nutrition 

 Marsabit has a Global Acute Malnutrition of 12% and Severe 
Acute Malnutrition of 1.9%. Moyale on the other hand has a GAM 
of 5.9%

13
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 The rate of poverty (adult equivalent poverty head count) is 83.5% 
higher than the national rate of 45.9%. 

 

WASH 

Access to water 

 The main water sources are boreholes, shallow wells, springs, 
water pans and water holes. Found on dry river beds. The available 
water in pastoral livelihoods are expected to last for about 2 
months LRA 2013 

 Water fetching waiting time is Iess than 5minutes in agro pastoral 
zones and around 30minutes to 3hours (due to large populations 
accessing water at central points) in pastoral zones LRA 2013 

 The cost of water per 20 litre Jerry can is between 2-3 shillings 
except for some places in urban where the price can go up to 5 
KES LRA 2013. Water consumption is 10 litres per person per 

day except in Hurri hills which is as low as 3 litres PPD LRA 2013 

Sanitation and hygiene 
 Water treatment chemicals not available at household, however 

20% indicated they either boild water or use ash to remove 
impurities before drinking LRA 2013 

 Only 35.7% of the population has access to safe water as 
compared to 54.1% of the national population.

14
 

 35.4% of the population have managed to improve their  sanitation 

ranked 41/47 see Table 4 

 

 Marsabit Kenya* 

Improved water (% households 2009) 77.6 (8) 66.5 

Improved sanitation (% households 
2009) 

35.4 (41) 87.8 

Table 4 Access to improved water and sanitation by County (CRA, 2011) 
Figure shown are percentage of population, figure in brackets indicates the 
rank compared across all 47 counties. * indicates Kenya county average 

                                                                                                                           
13

 https://kenya.humanitarianresponse.info/document/presentations-

2014-humanitarian-strategy-workshop 
14

 2009 Kenya Population and Housing Census 

Education 

 Girl child school enrolment rate in basic education is very low in 
the county 30% compared to the national rate of 74% CRECO 2012. 

 The county has 126 primary schools and 16 secondary schools. 
The ratio of Teacher to Pupil in primary school is 1:54 and 1:50 in 
secondary schools CRA 2012. 

 School enrollment of boys and girls has declined with boys 
enrolment being higher than girls enrolment, the difference due to 
preference given to boy education. Insecurity, lack of water, school 
distance, migration also attributed enrollment drop LRA 2013 

 Less than 2% school drop outs between the terms, higher rate in 
boys due to cultural practices and herding 

 Majority of the population 70.4% have primary education, 8.9% 
Secondary education and only 26.2% can read and write 
ranking the county at 44/47 (CRA, 2011) 

 

 Marsabit Kenya 

Population with primary education (%) 70.4 (17) 66.6 

Population with secondary education 
(%) 

8.9 (41) 12.7 

Can read & write 26.2 (44) 66.4 

Attending School, 15-18 years 47.0 (42) 70.9 

Table 5: County Education coverage (CRA, 2011) 

Figures shown are percentage of population, figure in brackets indicates the 
rank compared across all 47 counties. * indicates Kenya county average 
 

Existing Partners 

WHO 

KRCS 

WVK 

Concern 

Care Kenya 

Goal 

Adeso 

DANIDA 

Plan International 

MoA 
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KARI 

OXFAM 

NDMA 

La Nina consortium 

IOM 

Table 6: GoK, INGO, NGO and Partners working in Marsabit, Source Marsabit 
county 3W, UNOCHA 

Note that the list is not up to date and some agencies may have 

been left some out. 

Key Background Resources 

http://www.ndma.go.ke/index.php?option=com_k2&view=itemlist

&layout=category&Itemid=137 

http://www.kenyafoodsecurity.org/index.php?option=com_content

&view=article&id=90&Itemid=148 

https://kenya.humanitarianresponse.info/  

http://www.geohive.com/cntry/kenya.aspx 

http://www.childinfo.org/ 
http://www.crakenya.org/information/downloads/ 

http://www.katibasasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/CRECO 

Peace-bk-May.pdf 

Methodology – This desk review presents estimations of scale and severity. It aims to inform 

decision making for preparedness and emergency response and intents to complement and integrate 
assessment-related data from other agencies. Feedback to improve the SDR is welcome 
(ondiek@un.org) 
  

Disclaimer – Information provided is provisional as it has not been possible to independently verify 

field reports. As this report covers highly dynamic subject, utility of the information may decrease with 
time.  
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