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Highlights:  

 An airlift of returnees stranded in Kosti, Sudan, began on 14 May, with 1,890 returnees flown via 
Khartoum to Juba in the first four days of the operation.  

 Food security partners assisted over a million people in South Sudan in January-April and continued 
scaling up in order to reach 2.7 million with food assistance this year. 

 Humanitarian partners met on 15 May for a mid-year review of the Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) 
for South Sudan. Increased needs have outstripped CAP 2012 projections in key areas. 
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I. Situation overview  
 

The humanitarian community mobilized during the week to assist over 12,000 South Sudanese returning from 
Kosti, Sudan in a rapid airlift operation. After uncertainty about the location of a transit site for the group on arrival 
in Juba, the authorities permitted the use of the newly constructed National Teacher Training Institute.  
Humanitarian assistance continues to most of the 377,000 returnees who have arrived in since October 2010. 
Partners are also assisting over 170,000 people affected by recent inter-communal fighting in Jonglei State; an 
estimated 110,000 people displaced from Abyei a year ago; and over 100,000 refugees from Sudan, with more 
arriving rapidly.  
 
Pressure is mounting on South Sudan’s economy, with oil exports via Sudan closed down since January. Inflation 
on basic goods threatens to make larger numbers of South Sudanese dependent on humanitarian aid. States 
bordering Sudan are suffering acute food and fuel shortages. While border fighting has calmed down since early 
May, relations between the Governments of Sudan and South Sudan remain tense. The African Union continues 
its effort to bring the two sides together for peace talks.  
  
II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response    
 
Scale-up continues against food insecurity  

Distribution of food assistance is increasing rapidly during the second quarter of the year, with partners already 
reaching more than a million people across South Sudan by the end of April, according to the World Food 
Programme. The scale-up is continues this month with the aim of reaching 2.7 million people for the year, with the 
focus on reaching them during the lean period from now until August.  
 
The Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster is working with humanitarian partners to scale up their operations in 
the border states, where recent fighting and the shutdown of trade with Sudan threaten to push more people into 
a food-security emergency. The UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) is making 900 flights per month to enable 
humanitarian workers reach the remotest corners of South Sudan, maintaining a lifeline to the most vulnerable 
with food, medical kits, fuel and other items. Poor harvests, soaring food and fuel prices, and conflict-related 
displacement have led to rising hunger and malnutrition in South Sudan this year. 
 
Emergency education standards adopted 

On 17 May, the Ministry of General Education and Instruction, supported by humanitarian partners, formally 
adopted the new South Sudan Minimum Standards for Education in Emergencies. The document expresses a 
commitment to providing protective education for all children and youth affected by emergencies in South Sudan. 
Government, NGO and UN education partners at state and national levels worked together to develop the 
Minimum Standards, with additional expertise contributed by child protection, nutrition, health, and water, 
sanitation and hygiene partners. The document will serve as a reference guide for minimum standards of quality 
and access, specific to the context of emergencies in South Sudan. 
 
Response effectiveness improves in Northern Bahr el Ghazal 

In Northern Bahr el Ghazal state, the response continued to help the estimated 16,000 South Sudanese displaced 
amid border violence in March and April. Partners estimated that 10,000 displaced people were in Jach, 3,000 in 
Gokmachar and 3,000 in Rumakeer, as verification efforts continued. An inter-agency assessment mission took 
place in Jach on 15-17 May to assess needs and activate the response. An inter-agency assessment was 
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planned for Rumakeer on 22-24 May. The onset of heavy rains is expected to hamper humanitarian access, 
already delayed because of the volatile border situation and resulting strict security procedures. However, access 
to Jach improved during the week after reassessment of the security situation.  
 
Food shortages drive new displacement from Abiemnhom 

Humanitarian partners, along with the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC), conducted a rapid 
assessment mission to Rumameer, in the contested Abyei area, and Rumkoor, between Agok and Ajak Kuach, 
Warrap State, on 9-10 May. The main purpose was to verify the number, situation and needs of new displaced 
people from Abiemnhom, nearby in Unity State. Verified numbers indicate the presence of about 3,000 people 
displaced at Rumameer, while Rumkoor has received 2,175 newly arrived individuals. Since the arrival of those 
displaced, partners have distributed kits with plastic sheets, blankets, mosquito nets, mats, buckets and kitchen 
sets. Water, sanitation and hygiene partners carried out a hygiene promotion campaign in the area, with training 
for heads of households on water treatment and the distribution of sachets of water treatment powder.   
 
The main driving force for the displacement was food insecurity, according to local officials in Abiemnhom. 
Partners sent a team to assess the food security situation there. Focus group discussions with displaced men and 
women in Rumameer showed that most were not interested in returning to Abiemnhom, citing a combination of 
reasons, including food shortages and lack of services in Abiemnhom. Previously, partners noted a reluctance to 
return because of fear of air raids.  
 
NGOs fear insecurity after South Sudan police withdrawal from Abyei 

International NGOs operating around Agok, at the southern edge of the contested Abyei area, were concerned 
about a possible security vacuum after the pull-out of the South Sudan Police Service (SSPS). The police 
contingent withdrew from the Abyei area on 9-10 May in compliance with the peace plan set out by the UN 
Security Council and the African Union to stop hostilities between Sudan and South Sudan. The two sides were to 
withdraw all unauthorized forces from the Abyei area. However, northern forces remain in Abyei town. 
International NGOs submitted a formal letter asking the Agok authorities and UNISFA, the UN peacekeeping 
force for Abyei, to provide a mechanism to ensure continued free and safe movement of humanitarian workers, 
and clear communication to ensure a rapid security response if needed.  
 
Refugees continue arriving in Upper Nile State 

Refugees continued to arrive in Upper Nile State from Sudan’s Blue Nile State during the week, with more 
expected to follow. After completion of detailed Level 2 registration in the first week of May, almost 1,000 more 
refugees were registered in Doro and more than 500 in Jammam, making a total of about 71,500 refugees at the 
two settlements in Maban County. Refugees arrived exhausted from several days of walking and were reportedly 
subjected to aerial bombardment while in transit. Some families have been separated while fleeing.  
 
A further 10,000 refugees were reported on their way toward South Sudan. Due to worsening food shortages in 
areas of origin and transit in Blue Nile State, these refugees were expected to be in poor physical condition upon 
arrival. Humanitarian partners were preparing for this additional influx, including with regard to transport and 
provision of immediate food assistance and health support for approximately 1,500 refugees relocating from the 
border to Doro II.  
 
More than 2,500 refugees have been relocated from Jammam to Doro, out of 15,000 expected to make the move 
to the Doro I and II camps, to reduce demands upon limited water sources. Aid agencies are stepping up efforts in 
Jammam to increase water supply and mitigate the risk of water-borne diseases. Partners are trucking and piping 
water from elsewhere and treating surface water where available. A medium sized drilling rig has arrived in Bunj 
to augment smaller rigs already in operation, and was to be transported to Jamam to drill for more clean water, for 
both local communities and thousands of refugees. 
 
Response keeps up with refugee arrivals in Yida 

Refugees continue to arrive in Unity State from Sudan’s Southern Kordofan, averaging about 470 new arrivals per 
day since the beginning of May. People’s physical condition upon arrival is generally poor, owing to the difficult 
conditions in Southern Kordofan. The settlement at Yida, which remains a dangerous location due to its proximity 
to ongoing violence on the other side of the border, now has more than 34,000 refugees.   
 
UNHCR has sent additional staff to support the registration of new arrivals. Protection partners are providing 
training to both the community watch teams and the SSPS. Newly arrived refugees receive measles vaccination 
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for children under five, an MSF nutritional assessment and a two-week initial distribution of food. The most 
vulnerable refugees, such as pregnant women, elderly people and unaccompanied children, are referred to 
specialized services available and reunited with any family members already residing in the camp.  
  
III. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Response underway for Kosti returnees in Juba 

Air movements of returnees stranded in Kosti, Sudan, began on 14 May, with 1,890 returnees bussed to 
Khartoum and flown to Juba in the first four days of the operation. These were the first arrivals out of at least 
12,000 returnees awaiting transport in Kosti, some for up to a year before Sudanese authorities called for the 
group’s accelerated departure. With the airlift underway, partners in Juba are working hard to accommodate and 
support these vulnerable returnees, as well as provide onward transport to those requiring it. The capacity of the 
UNHCR way station was quickly filled, but the National Teacher Training Institute, with significantly more capacity, 
was identified and approved as a transit site starting on 17 May.  
 
Non-food item kits were ready to be distributed. Partners were also providing medical services, food cooked on-
site, latrines and potable water. However, there was an urgent need to scale up services for further arrivals from 
Kosti. While many of the returnees were 
expected to be met by relatives in Juba, 
partners said they were preparing to provide 
services for up to 10,000. Over 377,700 
South Sudanese have returned from Sudan 
to South Sudan since October 2010.  
 
Khartoum-Juba airlift: first four days: 

 

Date  
(May 2012) Passengers Flights 

14  326 2 

15  308 2 

16  658 4 

17  598 4 

Total 1890 12 
Source: IOM 

 
The first of the luggage trucks carrying the belongings of returnees in the Kosti airlift operation began to arrive in 
Renk from Kosti on 14 May, organized by South Sudan’s Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC). 
Approximately 15 trucks arrived during the week, with a small number of returnees accompanying the luggage. 
Partners are concerned about the lack of capacity to store massive amounts of luggage in Renk if trucks continue 
to offload there, especially if the RRC does not transport the luggage as well as the accompanying returnees 
further as planned. Delays in reuniting returnees with their luggage may slow down the onward movement of 
people to their final destinations. 
 
Onward transport picks up pace 

IOM flights from Malakal to Greater Bahr el Ghazal continued, with 208 returnees flown to Aweil during the week, 
making a total of 404 returnees since the operation started on 9 May. With increased movements due to airlift 
operations, a total of 1,479 returnees arrived in their final destinations during the week. IOM-supported barges 
carrying 1,971 returnees from Renk arrived at Juba port on 16 May, although luggage barges were delayed due 
to a fuel shortage. IOM also transported 268 returnees by bus within Upper Nile State, from Renk to the less-
crowded site of Malakal, where they arrived on 16 May. About 150 from this group are currently staying at the 
Malakal transit site waiting to be transported further.  
 
Elsewhere, the RRC transported over 100 returnees to Abiemnhom in Unity State from the state capital, Bentiu, 
as well as a small number of returnees to Koch, Leer and Mayendit. Out of almost 400 returnees who had been 
awaiting onward transport in the Bentiu bridge area, only about 20 remain after these movements. Others 
spontaneously dispersed following the recent bombing on the bridge area. 

Returnees previously stranded in Kosti arrive at Juba airport (OCHA/C.Attefors) 
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Contact Information:  

This report was prepared by the OCHA South Sudan office in collaboration with humanitarian partners. If you have inputs for the 
next edition, or questions/comments on the current issue, please contact: ochasouthsudan@un.org 

 
 
 

 
 hotspot locations 

 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 

Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 

Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei 

Western 
Equatoria 

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals 
9-15  May  310 0 84 228 156 0 67 18 485 131 1,479 

Previous 

Total 61,419 88,016 34,050 72,006 24,673 17,474 21,356 2,297 43,174 11,761 376,226 

Updated 
Total 61,729 88,016 34,134 72,234 24,829 17,474 21,423 2,315 43,659 11,892 377,705 

Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 25,701 32,462 17,259 24,679 10,531 15,703 16,090 1,593 27,548 10,071 181,637 

Spontaneous 20,878 55,554 7,618 46,164 14,298 1,501 5,303 673 16,111 1,821 169,921 

Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 

 

* Since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 15 May 2012. 

 
Returnees in Renk caught in militia attack 

On 15 May, returnees at the Mina transit site in Renk, Upper Nile State, came under fire during a militia attack. 
Fighting erupted on the western bank of the river, opposite the port where the site is located on the eastern bank, 
and heavy gunfire and mortar fire reached the site. Although the attack was repelled, at least eight civilians were 
injured, including four children. Although the site quickly returned to normal, the incident highlighted the 
vulnerability of returnee groups near the border and the need to redouble efforts to move them onwards as quickly 
as possible to their final destinations. 
 
IV. Humanitarian coordination 
 
Appeal reviewed at mid-year 

Humanitarian partners met on 15 May for mid-year review workshop on the Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) 
for South Sudan. Since the Jonglei crisis in January, increased needs of affected people have outstripped CAP 
2012 caseload projections in key areas. The US$776 million appeal for the country this year is only 35 per cent 
funded to date. Partners discussed changes in context and how to continue improving their humanitarian 
response. 
 


