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May-August 2011 (info for September are included to reflect the current Horn crisis)

Key Messages
The sharp increase in staple food prices reached its record level in July leading also to considerable deterioration of terms 
of trade for pastoralists.

An estimated 3.75 million people are classified as food insecure. Major concerns are for the over 490,000 Somali refugees 
who are in dire need of emergency assistance.

The food security situation continues to deteriorate as a consequence of persistent drought condition combined with high 
food prices, insecurity and displacement. The worst affected areas are the northern and eastern parts of the country.

The Government waived the import duty on maize to ease prices to consumers, while humanitarian aid agencies and UN 
institutions are assisting the population.

Background
Total population is estimated to be 40.5 million, with a population growth rate of 2% per annum. Rural population amounts at 77% while 
the agricultural value added to GDP is 19%. Latest data suggest that the proportion of undernourishment is 33%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2010 (WB) 40.512

Population growth rate - 2010 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2010 (WB) 1630

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2005 (MDGI) 19%

Rural population - 2010 (WB) 77%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2010 (WB) 19%

Prices

Cereal: maize prices sharply increased between May and July: 
55% in Nairobi and 40% in Mombasa. Maize prices begun to 
decline in August in key growing areas of Western, Nyanza 
and Rift Valley highlands where harvesting started. Thanks to 
the increased supply, prices in Nairobi and Mombasa also 
declined by some 30%. However, prices were around 70-80% 
higher compared to last year’s prices. In September prices in 
Nairobi were some 20% above those of US Maize N2 Yellow.
Livestock: Declining livestock terms of trade were registered 
throughout the reporting period as a consequence of drought. 

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2006/2008(FAO) 33%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 49%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 31%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2009 (WHO) 60

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 59%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 6.3%

Food Security Situation Assessment
The extended drought caused a widespread food security 
emergency. The Long Rains Food Security assessment 
declared an increase of food insecure population from 2.4 
million to 3.75 million people. Some 1.4 million people are at 
Emergency levels (IPC Phase 4), an additional 2.0 million 
people are in Crisis (IPC Phase 3), and 350,000 people are in 
Stressed level (IPC Phase 2). The most affected regions are in 
the north, east and northeast with 1.8 mln people in pastoral 
areas and 1.9 mln people in marginal agriculture areas. Some 
70-80% of livestock have been reported to have migrated, 
which together with the increasing livestock deaths and cattle 
rustling, has exacerbated pastorals food security conditions. 
FAO hunger map reports high undernourishment level and 
IFPRI GHI estimates the hunger problem as serious.
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Vegetation Condition

At the end of the long rainy season, normal conditions are 
observed for the majority of the country except for the Eastern 
and the Coast provinces where a rainfall deficit in May affected 
the vegetation development. The general indicator of vegetation 
condition provided below is the absolute difference between the 
NDVI for August 2011 and the average of the last 10 years, 
calculated on the agricultural zones derived from the Africover 
dataset (FAO)

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Wheat(long rains)

Growing Barley (long rains) - Beans (long rains) - Maize (long rains) - 
Millet (long rains) - Sorghum (long rains) - Wheat (long rains)

Harvesting Barley (long rains) - Millet (long rains) - Sorghum (long rains)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

The humanitarian situation is exacerbated by persistent drought 
and resource based conflicts, along with the high food and fuel 
prices. The severe crisis is forcing widespread displacement: 
the total number of IDPs is estimated at some 479,919 people, 
exceeding the capacities of the three Dadaab camps.

Refugees and IDPs 2008 2009 n.a.

Total in the country 1180088 882339 n.a.

Total outside the country 762617 417052 n.a.

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2010-06-13 Nyanza 1/3

Flood 2010-05-08 Western-Rift 
Valley

1/3

Flood 2010-03-07 Western 1/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

Near total crop failure is expected in marginal agricultural areas 
as a consequence of drought. National maize output is forecast 
at 2.5 mlnT, some 11% below 2010 production and 9% below 
average. Imports are forecast at 2.5 mlnT for 2011/12, 43% 
above 2010/11 imports and 32% above average.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Government is assisting the population with food 
distribution, cash and work programs. It has set the purchasing 
price of maize at Ksh 3,000 per bag and has allowed the 
National Cereals and Produce Board to sell more than 360,000 
bags. The Government waived all duties on maize imports and 
introduced a maize export ban.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Sale of maize

Producer oriented measures Support agribusiness sector; 
Irrigation; Procurement

Trade policy measures Maize import duty free; Maize export 
ban; Fertilizer import subsidy

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food transfer; Cash/Work programs; 
Input distribution

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Evidence, monthly UNISDR newsletter: issue 01, October...
UNICEF Somalia Horn of Africa Crisis - Reporting perio...
UNICEF Kenya Horn of Africa Crisis - Reporting Period:...
Somali families flee capital in lull between clashes
Needs remain critical in East Africa

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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The Programme on Linking Information and Decision Making to Improve Food Security is funded by 
the European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

* For a further analysis of prices in Kenya please see: Annex
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