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Focused COVID-19 and Health Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             
- Sharpening health response through Communications Intelligence 

 
 

 

  

      Date: 07 July 2022 

 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• There are rise in COVID-19 cases due to sub-species BA5 in Nepal and other countries in Asia. 

• The government has rejected the Health Insurance Board’s proposal to expand the workforce in the interest of 
private insurance companies. 

• Department of Health Services (DoHS) has directed all health directorates, health offices and local levels to submit 
monthly reports in the Health Supply Management System from Shrawan. 

 
 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 
● COVID-19 cases in Nepal are increasing by 4%. There are 471 active cases at present.  

● Cholera cases are rising and they are being seen outside the valley as well. 

● Water sources outside the valley are being detected with diarrheal diseases causing bacteria. 

 

 

 
1This intelligence is tracked through manual monitoring of national print and online media through a representative sample selection. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on 6th July reported 113 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally to 
1,120,557. The country did not report any COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours, according to the Ministry of Health 
and Population (MoHP). Among 1,549 PCR tests and 1,175 antigen tests, 90 and 23 have tested positive to COVID-19, 
respectively. Currently, there are 471 active cases and 20 have recovered. 1,2,3,7,8 

The COVID-19 infection rate has increased by 4% in a few weeks, according to Dr. Chumanlal Das, Director of Epidemiology 
and Disease Control Division (EDCD). 7 

New sub-species BA5 of Omicron variant of COVID-19 virus has been detected in two cases in Nepal, according to Ministry 
of Health and Population (MoHP). The samples were obtained from Central Diagnostic Laboratory and Belihiya border.  
Among 32 samples tested, other 2 were B1 and 28 were B2 sub-species of the variant.1,2,7,8 

According to Epidemiology and Disease Control Division (EDCD), 2 more cases of Cholera have been detected, each from 

Changunarayan Municipality Ward No. 4 and Hetauda Municipality, and both patients have been receiving treatment at 

hospitals in Kathmandu. The total number of Cholera cases has reached 21 as of 6th July 2022. 1,2  

In the course of conducting tests of samples taken from 84 drinking water sources by Baglung Health Office, Coliform was 

found in most of the sources. According to the Office, Coliform was found in the drinking water sources distributed by 

Baglung Town Drinking Water and Sanitation Users Organization as well as in most other drinking water sources in the 

district. However, according to Dilli Acharya, a lab technician at the Health Office, the water distributed in taps in the town 

had no coliform as chlorine powder was used in the water tank for treatment of water. 3 

The National Pharmacy Association has demanded the amendment of Hospital Pharmacy Service Guideline 2078 with Min-

ister of Health and Population, Bhawani Prasad Khapung. Minister Khapung said that he would do his best to amend the 

guideline. 2 

Stating the ineffectiveness of health due to lack of permanent organization structure and posts, the Health Insurance Board 

had sent a proposal to Ministry of Finance through Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP). The board had sent a proposal 
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requiring 967 employees, that includes 925 permanent and 42 contract employees. However, the government has rejected it 

in the interest of private insurance companies.2 

The second meeting of the House of Representatives on Wednesday unanimously approved two bills - Drugs (Third 

Amendment) Bill 2022 and the Bill relating to the Security of Health Workers/Professionals and Health Institutions (First 

Amendment)-2022. In the first meeting, Minister of Health and Population Bhawani Prasad Khapung had presented proposal 

seeking consideration on the Drugs (Third Amendment) Bill-2022, while Minister Khapung himself had presented a similar 

proposal for the Bill relating to the Security of Health Workers/Professionals and Health Institutions (First Amendment)-2022.3 

As per the decision taken by the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) on 7 Chaitra, 2078 BS, the Department of Health 

Services (DoHS) has directed all health directorates, health offices and local levels to submit monthly reports in the Health 

Supply Management System from Shrawan. 2 

Government-owned Nepal Aushadhi Limited has added three services, which are related to hemodialysis, water treatment 

and distribution, and microbiology. 2,8  

Ministry of Health and Population has sent a letter to Dr. Suresh Kumar Naag, Senior Consultant Surgeon, who was found 

marking his attendance earlier than the mentioned date at Bheri Hospital and working in private clinic, to appear before the 

Ministry within 48 hours. The ministry is preparing to take further action against him after he reports at the Ministry.2 

Women in most of the rural areas of Bardiya are found to be suffering from uterine prolapse as per the health camps 

conducted throughout all 12 wards of Guleriya Municipality. According to Ms. Bishnu Sapkota, Senior Auxiliary Nurse 

Midwife (ANM) of Guleriya Health Office, there were around 600 women in the health camp who went through health 

checkup, and many of those above 40 were found to have uterine prolapse. 2 

Nine policemen fainted in Dhangadhi due to extreme heat. According to Dr. Suman Chaudhary of Seti Provincial Hospital, 
their body temperatures rose due to training in extreme heat leading to decrease in water content in their bodies.  5 
 

Mayor of Dhangadhi Sub-metropolitan City, Gopal Hamal, has provided government vehicle, which he was supposed to 
receive for his official work, for the operation of specialist clinics in the wards of the city. The vehicle would be used to run 
specialist clinics in all 19 wards of the city every month. 8 
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Badri Bahadur Ojha, a local of Sisdol, said that the locals were being affected due to lack of waste management in Sisdol for 
17 years. He said even though another site had been chosen for dumping waste, the water sources were being polluted 
more due to this and the overall environment was filled with stench and flies. Head of Environment Division of Kathmandu 
Metropolitan City Office, Ms. Sarita Rai stated there were no plans yet on how to manage Sisdol’s waste, for which the 
opinions of experts were needed and budget must be allocated for the plans. 8 

MENTIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND POPULATION 

Nepal on 6th July reported 113 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally to 
1,120,557. The country did not report any COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours, according to the Ministry of Health 
and Population (MoHP). Among 1,549 PCR tests and 1,175 antigen tests, 90 and 23 have tested positive to COVID-19, 
respectively. Currently, there are 471 active cases and 20 have recovered. 1,2,3,7,8 

The COVID-19 infection rate has increased by 4% in a few weeks, according to Dr. Chumanlal Das, Director of Epidemiology 
and Disease Control Division (EDCD). 7 

New sub-species BA5 of Omicron variant of COVID-19 virus has been detected in two cases in Nepal, according to Ministry 
of Health and Population (MoHP). The samples were obtained from Central Diagnostic Laboratory and Belihiya border.  
Among 32 samples tested, other 2 were B1 and 28 were B2 sub-species of the variant.1,2,7,8 

According to Epidemiology and Disease Control Division (EDCD), 2 more cases of Cholera have been detected, each from 

Changunarayan Municipality Ward No. 4 and Hetauda Municipality, and both patients have been receiving treatment at 

hospitals in Kathmandu. The total number of Cholera cases has reached 21 as of 6th July 2022. 1,2 

The National Pharmacy Association has demanded the amendment of Hospital Pharmacy Service Guideline 2078 with 

Minister of Health and Population, Bhawani Prasad Khapung. Minister Khapung said that he would do his best to amend the 

guideline. 2 

Stating the ineffectiveness of health due to lack of permanent organization structure and posts, the Health Insurance Board 

had sent a proposal to Ministry of Finance through Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP). The board had sent a proposal 

requiring 967 employees, that includes 925 permanent and 42 contract employees. However, the government has rejected it 

in the interest of private insurance companies.2 
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The second meeting of the House of Representatives on Wednesday unanimously approved two bills - Drugs (Third 

Amendment) Bill 2022 and the Bill relating to the Security of Health Workers/Professionals and Health Institutions (First 

Amendment)-2022. In the first meeting, Minister of Health and Population Bhawani Prasad Khapung had presented proposal 

seeking consideration on the Drugs (Third Amendment) Bill-2022, while Minister Khapung himself had presented a similar 

proposal for the Bill relating to the Security of Health Workers/Professionals and Health Institutions (First Amendment)-2022.3 

As per the decision taken by the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) on 7 Chaitra, 2078 BS, the Department of Health 

Services (DoHS) has directed all health directorates, health offices and local levels to submit monthly reports in the Health 

Supply Management System from Shrawan. 2 

Ministry of Health and Population has sent a letter to Dr. Suresh Kumar Naag, Senior Consultant Surgeon, who was found 

marking his attendance earlier than the mentioned date at Bheri Hospital and working in private clinic, to appear before the 

Ministry within 48 hours. The ministry is preparing to take further action against him after he reports at the Ministry.2 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

COVID-19 infected cases are on rise in India, Pakistan, Malaysia and South Korea in the last few days. On Wednesday, 

16,159 cases added in India, 818 in Pakistan, and 19,371 in South Korea. Similarly, 2,932 new patients added and 3 died in 

Malaysia due to COVID-19 infections. 2  

In Bangladesh, COVID-19 due to the sub-species BA5 has spread marking 4th wave in the country according to its 

Directorate General of Health Services. 32 Bangladeshis have lost their lives in 5 days due to COVID-19 infections.8 

Residents of parts of Shanghai and Beijing have been ordered to undergo further rounds of COVID-19 testing following the 

discovery of new cases in the two cities, while tight restrictions remain in place in Hong Kong, Macao and other Chinese 

cities.3 

Amid the economic crisis and severe fuel shortages in Sri Lanka, the government medical officers have increased the prices 

of medicines and medical devices by 3 to 4 times, which has made it very difficult for the citizens, as per the Daily Mirror. 6 
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1 Onlinekhabar 
2 Swasthyakhabar 
3 The Himalayan Times 
4 Nepalkhabar 
5 Nagarik 
6 Annapurna Post 
7 Kantipur 
8 Naya Patrika 
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Contact for further details 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 

NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 

World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the United States Department 

of State. 

 

Reference Code: 07JULMM_005 
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