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Humanitarian Partner Presence 
 
Presence Type UN/IO INGO NNGO 
Physical - - - 
Programme 5 17 9 
Source: Humanitarian Sectors (June 2021) 
 

 
People in need HNO 2022 
 State National 
IDPs  0 2.9M 
Refugees  77,376 1.2M 
Returnees  0 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 553,331 9.3M 
Total  630,707 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO  

 
Area  60,000 kmP

2 
 
 
Gedaref in Numbers 
 
Indicator State National 
Projected population 2021* 2,525,073* 47,941,157* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 77 in 1,000 68 in 1000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 87.6% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 42.8% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 49.3% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  46% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 15.4% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 163,087 2,957,939*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (Oct 2021 – Feb 2022) 374,913 5,956,008**** 

Percentage of people in Gedaref with access to improved drinking water  27.7% 68%** 

 
Food Security 
 

IPC (number of people) October 2021 – February 2022  
15%  

 of locality population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
total state localities: 12 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
1,041,220 
in 12 localities 

245,973 
in 12 localities 

128,940 
In 12 localities 

Sources: * IPC (June – September 2021) + refugee figure, Refugee Consultation Forum (RCF); **MICS Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 HNO; 
****Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2021- February 2022 
 
Contact information:
Lokuju Peter, Head of Sub Office, Kassala 
Email: lokujup@un.org 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2022_HNO_En.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2021Apr2022Feb_report.pdf
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Background
Gedaref State is in the eastern part of Sudan sharing an 
international border with Ethiopia to the east; with 
Kassala and Khartoum states to the north; with Aj 
Jazirah to the west; and with Sennar to the south. There 
are two international border crossings in Gedaref State, 
the Hamdayet border crossing in the north and the 
Gallabat border crossing in the south. Gedaref is home 
to many tribes including Arabs, Beja, Nubian, and other 
groups. The state is characterized by vast agricultural 
land and large scale rainfed agriculture activities. 
Sesame and sorghum are the main agricultural 
products. Rainfed agriculture and Arabic Gum 
production are the main sources of income and 
livelihoods for people in the state.  
 
Humanitarian overview 
Localized conflict, border tensions, floods and refugee 
influxes are the main drivers of humanitarian needs in 
Gedaref State. An estimated 645,000 people (refugees 
and vulnerable residents) in the state need 
humanitarian assistance, according to the 2022 Sudan 
Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO). Tensions along 
the Ethiopia-Sudan border escalated in late 2020 when 
the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) retook control of the 
Al Fashaga area after 25 years of absence. For 
decades, Ethiopia had allowed its farmers to plant crops 
in this fertile area. Tensions and fighting between SAF, 
the Ethiopian National Defence Forces (ENDF) and the 
Amhara Militia in Al Fashaga continued into 2021. The 
military build-up of both SAF and ENDF in the border 
area led to the closure of the Gallabat border crossing 
during the first six months of 2021.  
 
Key Issues 
 
Humanitarian needs 

• Over 630,000 people (refugees and vulnerable 
residents) need humanitarian assistance in the 
state, according to the 2022 Humanitarian 
Needs Overview (HNO). 

• There are about 375,500 people - 15 per cent 
of the people in the state - in crisis and above 
levels of food security between October 2021 
and February 2022, according to the latest 
Sudan Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) analysis.  

• About 163,100 people in the state are 
malnourished, according to the 2022 HNO.  

 
Localized conflict 

• Localized conflict between the Beni Amer, Beja 
and other ethnic groups resulted in deaths, 
injuries, temporary displacement and 
destruction of public facilities.  

 
Diseases 

• Malaria, dysentery, acute respiratory infection, 
Kala-azar and tuberculosis are the most 

common causes of mortality and morbidity in 
the state.  

• According to WHO, 303 Kala-azar (visceral 
leishmaniasis) cases—including 91 cases 
among children under the age of five, and 8 
associated deaths—have been reported in the 
state since January, putting the Case Fatality 
Rate (CFR) at 2.7 per cent.  Over the past 
couple of years, the number of Kala-azar cases 
in the state have been increasing with 2,098 
cases reported in 2019; 2,136 cases in 2020 
and 2,973 cases in 2021. Key challenges to 
eradicate Kala-azar include lack of medical 
staff; increased turnover among the staff in the 
diagnosis and treatment centers; lack of 
adequate training for staff; continuous stock out 
and shortfalls in medicines; lack of vector 
control activities; lack of funding for health 
promotion and community awareness activities; 
lack of health partners willing to support the 
Kala-azar projects; and lack of government 
support and commitment to eradicate the 
disease.  

 
Ethiopian refugees 

• As of end of January 2022, over 59,500 
refugees from Ethiopia sought shelter, 
protection and assistance in Gedaref and 
Kassala states (UNHCR). Most of them arrived 
following the outbreak of fighting in Tigray in 
November 2020. 

• Over 2,000 Qemant refugees have arrived in 
the state since July 2021 fleeing inter-
communal conflict in Ethiopia’s Amhara region.  

 
Humanitarian funding 

As of 31 March, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) received US$166.1 
million—8.6 per cent of the requirement, 
according to the Financial Tracking System 
(FTS). 

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?mot1694
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?mot33
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?mot1412
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rainfed_agriculture

