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Key findings 
• Due to the trajectory of the cyclone Idai, population density, and coastal location, shelter and infrastructure 

damage in Beira was significant, with the overwhelming majority of surveyed locations reporting houses either 

damaged or destroyed. 

• The deterioration of WASH facilities is of concern, especially for displaced populations and the high number 

of people living in informal settlements. 

• In combination with underlying poverty, crop losses, and market disruptions, food insecurity is expected to 

increase in Beira in the following months. 

  

The findings of this report are based on results from the Mozambique Rapid 

Assessment (MRA) tool, data from other rapid assessments, and secondary data, 

explored in response to Cyclone Idai. They were compared against baseline data 

provided by the Government of Mozambique (Ministry of State Administration and 

Instituto Nacional de Estatística) through the 2013 Cidade de Beira district profile (INE 

2013). 

 

Access – All locations surveyed were accessible by road at the time of the assessment 

(MRA 2019). 

 

Total population: 533,825 (INE 2017) 

10 locations assessed 

 

 

 

Limitations 

The data forming the basis of this district profile was collected at Localidas/settlement level and aggregated to district level. Priority 

was given to Localidas/settlements with large population-estimates and a wide geographical representation was sought. However, 

harder to reach areas have been challenging to assess and as such, findings may not apply to areas inaccessible at the time of 

the assessment. Please note that findings are indicative and should not be taken to represent the whole District. 

Furthermore, the nature of key informant (KI) interviews presents limitations, such as variations in data quality and accuracy. In 

addition, key informants might not be aware of the needs faced by specific population groups.  

While reading this profile, please also consider that the situation is subject to frequent changes and that significant changes can 

occur within days at the early stage of an emergency response. Thus, the accuracy and usefulness of the information will decrease 

over time.  

 

 

http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/sofala/novembro-de-2013/cidade-da-beira.pdf/view
http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/sofala/novembro-de-2013/cidade-da-beira.pdf/view
http://www.ine.gov.mz/operacoes-estatisticas/censos/censo-2007/censo-2017/divulgacao-os-resultados-preliminares-iv-rgph-2017/view
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WASH  
Data on WASH conditions in Beira suggest pre-

existing vulnerabilities for a major part of the 

population. Before the cyclone, almost half of the 

population (250,000 people) had no access to 

clean drinking water, with only a small area of the 

city being covered by a sewer network and the 

rest of neighbourhoods relying on poorly built and maintained sanitation system (WSUP 03/2019). Government data 

from 2007 estimated that 17% of Beira’s population relied on open sources of water (INE 2013). The MRA, however, 

found that hand pumped borehole, piper water, and public tap were the main sources of water reported in the 

assessed locations (MRA 2019). WASH facilities in Beira have suffered significant damage, and issues of availability, 

access, and quality of water have been reported (MRA 2019). Beira’s water treatment unit is functional again after 

local authorities rehabilitated it on 22 March (MSF 12/04/2019). 

 

Key figures: 

• 2 locations surveyed out of 10 reported were relying on open wells, unprotected spring, or rainwater as 

one of their main sources of water after the cyclone.(MRA 2019). 

• Households latrines were the main type of latrines used in the majority of assessed locations (7 out of 10), 

and their use decreased to 4 out of 10 after the cyclone. Open defecation was reported as an issue in half 

of the locations surveyed at the time of the assessment (MRA 2019). 

• In 5 of the locations surveyed, water treatment improved from pre-cyclone conditions, with over 50% of 

the population treating water. This could be due to community renewed efforts to mitigate risks of unsafe 

water in light of a deterioration of its quality. (MRA 2019). 

 

 

Health  
Health facilities in Beira have sustained major damage 

from the wind, with the World Health Organisation 

reporting 21 health facilities impacted. The Provincial 

Health Directorate suffered some partial destruction of 

its infrastructure, 13 facilities suffered total roof 

destruction, and 7 facilities suffered partial roof 

destruction (WHO 08/04/2019). Data from the MRA 

confirm these findings, with only 4 locations out of 10 

reporting at least one functional health facility at the time of the assessment, but either damaged or malfunctioning 

(MRA 2019). At the time of writing, electricity had been restored in Beira hospital (MSF 12/04/2019).The disruption of 

health services coupled with the deterioration of health and water infrastructure is expected to not only create new 

health concerns, but also have a negative impact on patients with existing conditions. Particularly at risk are people 

living with HIV, 16% of the population in Beira (the rate for the whole country is 12.5%). It is likely that some HIV 

patients and other people with chronic health conditions were left for some time without access to health facilities 

or medicine, being exposed to a higher risk of experiencing complications (Direct Relief 22/03/2019, MSF 12/04/2019).  

Cholera is endemic in Mozambique, and Beira in particular is regularly affected. In the aftermath of the cyclone, 

WAD and cholera outbreaks were reported in the city, at a rate of between 100 to 200 new cases a day. Since mid-

April, however, authorities reported that there was a clear downward trend of daily cases as a result of the 

vaccination campaign, with one or two cases per day (Club of Mozambique 18/04/2019). 

Key figures: 

https://www.wsup.com/where-we-work/mozambique/beira/
http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/sofala/novembro-de-2013/cidade-da-beira.pdf/view
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/cyclone-idai
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/mozambique-health-facility-damages-after-cyclone-idai
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/cyclone-idai
https://www.directrelief.org/2019/03/health-risks-rise-in-the-wake-of-cyclone-idai/
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/cyclone-idai
https://clubofmozambique.com/news/mozambique-cholera-under-control-in-beira/
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• 4 locations out of 10 reporting at least one functional health facility, but either damaged or malfunctioning 

(MRA 2019) 

• AWD and malaria were the most commonly reported diseases in surveyed locations, with 9 out of 10 and 

8 out of 10 locations respectively (MRA 2019). 

• Medical supplies were missing in 4 out of 5 locations reporting on the matter. Essential equipment was 

damaged in 4 locations, and destroyed in 1. No locations was reporting intact health facilities. (MRA 2019). 

• All 4 KI interviewed who were health professionals reported women had access to sexual and reproductive 

healthcare in locations surveyed (MRA 2019). 

 

 

Education  

The education infrastructure in Beira were particularly affected with 103 out of 235 schools affected (INGC 

10/04/2019, INE 2013). Damage of schools has had an impact on school attendance, with one location reporting no 

children attending school after the cyclone, and 2 locations reporting less than 25% of children (MRA 2019). This is 

likely to be the case in the majority of other schools affected. In the 5 locations where the KIs interviewed were 

education experts, latrines were partially damaged in 3 locations, and fully damaged in 1 location. Damaged WASH 

facilities in schools exacerbate the risk of students in Beira contracting AWD and cholera (MRA 2019). After the 

cyclone, schools not being functional and the need to help their families was mentioned as a reason for both boys 

and girls for not attending school in 6 out of 10 locations. Loss of school material was slightly more prevalent for 

girls (6 locations) than boys (5 locations) (MRA 2019). 

 

Key figures: 

• The government reports 103 out of 235 schools affected (INGC 10/04/2019, INE 2013). 

• One location was reporting no children attending school after the cyclone, and 2 locations were reporting 

less than 25% of children (MRA 2019). 

 

Agriculture and food security   
At the time of the assessment, 6 out of 10 

surveyed locations reported crop land still being 

flooded, indicating significant damage to 

agriculture and short and long term implications 

for food security and livelihoods in Beira (MRA 

2019). Up to three quarter of the population in 

Beira’s affected areas live below the poverty line. 

Poverty analysis conducted in Mozambique have shown that natural disasters such cyclone, floods, and droughts 

can lead to a drop of up to 25-30% in per capita food consumption. The impact of Idai on crops and food prices will 

further complicate access to food in Beira city, especially for empoverished households (Direct Relief 14/03/2019, 

HRP 2018/2019). The main concerns reported through KI in relation to food security were increase in prices, 

destruction of crops and lack of transportation (MRA 2019). 

 

Key figures: 

• 8 out of 10 locations surveyed reported crop losses, including 6 locations that lost between 76 and 100% 

of their basic food crops. The situation is particularly challenging in 2 locations, where access to farmland 

was reported impossible over the next two weeks, which coincided with the planting window.(MRA 2019). 

• Both locations that reported having fishing equipment before the cyclone were reporting loss of boats and 

other fishing assets. (MRA 2019). 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13AB7n2e8gl4u9nm5BPLV1brWCzj8dtomum7uLL7U3Ss/edit#gid=190435190
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13AB7n2e8gl4u9nm5BPLV1brWCzj8dtomum7uLL7U3Ss/edit#gid=190435190
http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/sofala/novembro-de-2013/cidade-da-beira.pdf/view
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13AB7n2e8gl4u9nm5BPLV1brWCzj8dtomum7uLL7U3Ss/edit#gid=190435190
http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/sofala/novembro-de-2013/cidade-da-beira.pdf/view
https://www.directrelief.org/2019/03/cyclone-idai-analyzing-population-movement-in-mozambique-with-facebook-disaster-maps/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Mozambique%20Humanitarian%20Response%20Plan_210119_FINAL.pdf
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Shelter and NFIs  
According to government data from 2007, the majority (57%) of houses in Beira city were made of durable materials 

such as cement, brick, or wood, making them relatively resistant to natural disasters. However, 43% were made of 

nondurable material (such as reed, sticks, bamboos, tin, cardboard, etc.) (INE 2013). Beira is Mozambique’s second 

largest city with a population of over 550,000, and around 300,000 people were reportedly living in informal 

settlements prior to the cyclone (WSUP 03/2019). Due to the trajectory of the cyclone, damage to shelter was 

significant in Beira, where 64% of houses have had their roof destroyed, and one third suffered structural failure 

(OCHA 24/03/2019, INGC 10/04/2019, REACH 2019). The scale of destruction is reflected through the MRA results, 

with 9 locations assessed out of 10 reporting both partial and complete damage to houses (MRA 2019). On 20 April, 

some 880 people originating from Buzi were moved out of emergency shelters in Beira city into a transit centre in 

Guara Guara. More of these return movements are expected to follow over the coming weeks (UNHCR 23/04/2019). 

Electricity was partially restored in Beira two weeks after the cyclone (UNICEF 29/03/2019), however, only 3 locations 

surveyed out of 10 reported having enough fuel, firewood, or charcoal available for cooking at the time of the 

assessment (MRA 2019). Almost 60% of the population in Beira was using petrol/oil as their main source of energy 

in 2007 (INE 2013), disruption caused by the cyclone are likely to have impacted access to fuel in Beira. 

 

Key figures: 

• Approximately 6,300 people are displaced across 10 sites in Beira city (IOM 23/04/2019).  

• 6 locations out of 10 reporting people staying with host families. In 8 out of 10 locations, people were 

reported sleeping out in the open (MRA 2019). 

• 64% of houses have had their roof destroyed, and one third suffered structural failure (OCHA 24/03/2019, 

INGC 10/04/2019, REACH 2019). 

 

Markets  
According to the MRA, 9 locations surveyed out of 10 had 

functional markets before the cyclone. Only in 2 locations 

were they functioning as normal afterwards, and in 6 

markets were functioning, but not fully (MRA 2019). Many 

of Beira’s market suffered damaged, with almost 80% of 

the economic infrastructure and goods having been 

destroyed. In particular, Maquinino market (the largest in 

Beira), saw many of its stalls destroyed impacting the availability of essential products and subsequently 

experienced rises in prices (OCHA 23/03/2019). The reopening of major roads linking Beira to the rest of the country 

helped prices stabilise, but markets disruptions along with the loss of crops is negatively impacting purchasing 

power and access to food (FEWSNET 03/2019, MRA 2019). 

 

Key figures: 

• Maize prices have increased in 7 out of 10 locations, salt in 5 out of 10. Items such as cassava and beans 

have also suffered price rises in some surveyed locations (MRA 2019). 

• 9 locations surveyed out of 10 had functional markets before the cyclone. Only in 2 locations were they 

functioning as normal afterwards, and in 6 markets were functioning, but not fully (MRA 2019). 

 

Protection  

http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/sofala/novembro-de-2013/cidade-da-beira.pdf/view
https://www.wsup.com/where-we-work/mozambique/beira/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ROSEA_20190324_Mozambique%20Floods_Flash_Update%238_FINAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13AB7n2e8gl4u9nm5BPLV1brWCzj8dtomum7uLL7U3Ss/edit#gid=190435190
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2019/4/5cbece924/mozambique-starts-moving-cyclone-idai-survivors-closer-home.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Mozambique%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20%233%20-%20Cyclone%20Response%20-%2022-29%20March%202019_0.pdf
http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/sofala/novembro-de-2013/cidade-da-beira.pdf/view
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/mozambique-displacement-data-daily-sites-tracking-iom-dtm
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ROSEA_20190324_Mozambique%20Floods_Flash_Update%238_FINAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13AB7n2e8gl4u9nm5BPLV1brWCzj8dtomum7uLL7U3Ss/edit#gid=190435190
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ROSEA_20190323_Mozambique%20Floods_Flash_Update%237..%20FINAL.pdf
http://fews.net/southern-africa/mozambique/key-message-update/march-2019
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An increase in concerns about personal safety since 

the cyclone was reported in 4 out of 10 assessed 

locations, and 9 locations reported lack of 

identification documents as a problem. Lack of 

documentation is likely to create significant obstacles 

preventing affected population’s return to normal, in 

particular regarding land and private property 

ownership (MRA 2019). The Mozambican government 

reported over 1,300 injuries in Beira city as a result of the cyclone. The nature and severity of these injuries are 

currently unclear, but is it possible some injuries-related impairments resulted in disabilities amongst the affected 

population (INGC 10/04/2019). Several child protection issues were reported across surveyed locations, with cases 

of child-headed households in 6 out of 10 locations (MRA 2019).   

 

Access to information   
According to government data from 2013, 69.3% of the population in Beira city owned a radio, making it the primary 

means of communication (INE 2013). MRA data found that 9 out of 10 surveyed locations had access to mobile 

phone network, and 7 out of 10 had access to internet (MRA 2019). Specific data on mobile and internet use at Beira 

level is lacking, but according to the 2017 After Access Survey, only 40% of the population of Mozambique owned 

a mobile phone, with slightly higher rates observed in urban areas. Only 32% of women reported owning a mobile 

phone, which is likely to create additional obstacles for women to access information about the response and aid 

(Research ITC Africa 01/2019).  

 

Key figures: 

• 4 locations out of 10 reported receiving information from aid providers that was clear. 3 locations reported 

receiving information from aid providers, but that information was not clearly communicated (MRA 2019) 

• In one location, it was reported that information about the response was not reaching the population 

because it was not delivered in the right language, emphasising the need for responders to communicate 

with local communities in a language they can understand (MRA 2019). 

  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13AB7n2e8gl4u9nm5BPLV1brWCzj8dtomum7uLL7U3Ss/edit#gid=190435190
http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/sofala/novembro-de-2013/cidade-da-beira.pdf/view
https://researchictafrica.net/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/2019_After-Access_The_State-of-ICT-in-Mozambique.pdf
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Methodology   
 

The primary data forming the basis of this district profile was collected between 5 April and 16 April using the 

Assessment Working Group Mozambique Rapid Needs Assessment Tool (MRA) endorsed by the INGC. KoBo 

Toolbox was used for data collection. 

 

Data was collected by REACH and data collection partners at Localidas/settlement level and aggregated to district 

level. Localidas/settlements were selected for data collection based on those with the largest populations and wide 

geographic representation was aimed for as much as possible.   

 

This profile was produced once at least 25% of Localidas/settlements (ADMIN 4) within all Postos (ADMIN 3) were 

covered by the data collection, although a lower coverage was accepted in cases of time-constraints, lack of access 

or capacity issues. 

 

Collected data was cleaned, summarized, mapped and compared by REACH and ACAPS with findings from other 

rapid assessments and field visits. Data was then shared with sectoral experts and staff with local knowledge, and 

jointly interpreted, before the final product was published. 
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