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1. OVERVIEW

Figure 1
Highlights:

release date: 05 April 2022

IPC Phase Classi�cation

https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000137683/download/

The region is approaching the peak lean season (Jan-March 2022), characterized by high acute food insecurity combined with 
recurring shocks, a few repeated dry spells, and floods caused by cyclones. Extreme weather events and expected production 
declines are foreseen to worsen food insecurity in 2022. Although, rainfall performance improved in January, around 36 
million people are estimated to be experiencing IPC phase 3 and above between January and March. [1]

IPC Acute Food Insecurity
Phase Classification 

2 - Stressed

3 - Crisis

4 - Emergency

1 - Minimal

5 - Famine

Classification takes into account levels humanitarian food assistance provided

At least 25% of households meet 25-50% of caloric needs from humanitarian food assistance

At least 25% of households meet over 50% of caloric needs from humanitarian food assistance

Urban Settlement

• For the January and March 2022 period, approximately 36M people 
were  in IPC phase 3 and above. During this period the region was 
affected by a total of 3 cyclones and 2 storms with some areas experi-
encing drought and prolonged dry spells.

• Extreme weather events, expected production declines, and the 
effects of international events are expected to exacerbate food 
insecurity in 2022.

• Due to a combination of factors, including erratic rainfall and other 
climatic hazards Angola, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, and 
Zambia are expected to have lower-than-average cereal production 
prospects.

• Zimbabwe’s output is expected to be in line with the five-year 
average. However, the rainfall situation in March which is critical for 
grain development, has worsened conditions and prospects, and 
production may fall short of expectations.

• In Namibia, production prospects are more uncertain, despite 
temporally well distributed rainfall, total precipitation amounts have 
been lower than average•

•  The main cereal producer in the subregion, South Africa, has better 
production prospects. The production outlooks in neighboring 
Botswana, Eswatini, and Lesotho are also positive, owing to adequate 
rainfall, and cereal harvests are expected to be average to above 
average in 2022.

As Southern Africa reaches the peak lean season, erratic 
rainfall performance is recorded from October to March in 
most of the region. Above‑average output is foreseen in South 
Africa as well as in Eswatini and Lesotho, which would help to 
avert an otherwise large decline of supplies at the sub-regional 
level.

The production prospects for several countries in the region 
including Angola, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique and 
Zambia is low and protracted food security crises will likely 
continue. [2]

However, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malawi are countries of 
concern to watch, where food security may deteriorate due to 
the impacts of flooding, dry spells, food production prospects 
and economic risks. 

Russia - Ukraine war will impact regional food security. Higher 
global and regional food prices will ultimately also affect local 
prices, and food accessibility in the region could take a turn for 
the worse as household purchasing power is effectively 
reduced. [3]

Several pests and disease outbreaks have been reported. 
Containment measures and increased surveillance and moni-
toring are required to prevent the spread and avoid multiplier 
effects on the already precarious livelihoods and food and 
nutrition security situation for affected communities.

Damage caused by tropical storms, tropical cyclones, and 
floods is expected to have a direct detrimental impact on 
households’ food security conditions, while also reducing their 
coping capacity options. [4]

National vulnerability assessments are needed to understand 
the impact of multiple hazards and merging risks on household 
food security. Partners are encouraged to support NVAC 
assessments at a national level.

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb8893en/�

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/
IPC_SADC_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Snapshot_February2022.pdf�

https://reliefweb.int/disaster/tc-2022-000184-moz�

Map Source: SADC: Southern Africa IPC Acute Food Insecurity Food Situation by Country
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Rainfall

WRSI Extended Anomaly (% Median), March Dekad 2, 2022 
Figure 2

Figure 3

Tropical Cyclone GOMBE (11 Mar to 16 Mar)
Figure 4

2. AGRICULTURAL SEASON

3. CLIMATE

Tropical Cyclone

Despite the improvement in rainfall performance in January, many 
areas were still seeing below-average conditions in February.

Abnormally dry conditions persisted over most of the central 
areas including parts of Zambia, Zimbabwe, southern, and central 
Mozambique.

Below-average crop condition were recorded in the drought 
hotspots of southern Angola and southern Madagascar as well as 
northern Namibia. This suggests obviously the likelihood of a 
significant crop shortfall for the season.

On contrary, much of South Africa and Tanzania have recorded 
average to above-average rainfall, a likelihood of average crop 
prospects.

In the drought hotspot areas, soil moisture levels were below 
average. Because of the poor antecedent ground conditions, 
delayed onset, and erratic rainfall throughout the season, crop 
production is expected to be below-average.

The months of December to February are critical for crop develop-
ment. Many previously dry areas were in desperate need of rain in 
January, especially in areas that hadn't seen a true onset of rains.

Due to erratic rainfall over much of the region between October 
and March, southern Angola and southern Madagascar still 
remain a concern. Suppressed rainfall was also registered over 
eastern Botswana and the central countries. Below-average 
rainfall is recorded in Zambia, Zimbabwe and Mozambique.

Much of Tanzania and South Africa recorded above-average 
rainfall.  

In some areas of the region, rainfall has resulted from the passage 
of tropical storms and tropical cyclones which caused flooding 
and waterlogging resulting in localized crop losses. 

CHIRP’s early estimate show improvement in rainfall over some 
deficit areas in Namibia, Zimbabwe, southern Mozambique and 
much of Zambia. 

Rains may be beneficial to late-planted crops and vegetation 
conditions. However, rains may be too late for areas such as 
southern Mozambique that have experienced extended dry condi-
tions 

As of mid-March, the region had been hit by three cyclones and 
two storms. So far, they have all made landfall in the same areas 
(specifically, certain districts of eastern Madagascar and 
central/northern Mozambique). Climate shocks has reduced 
harvest prospects in several countries across the region

Between mid-February and mid-March, Tropical Storm DUMAKO, 
Tropical Cyclone EMNATI and Tropical Cyclone GOMBE brought 
much needed rainfall to dry areas in Madagascar and northern 
Mozambique but also caused extensive flooding and damage.  

Cyclone Gombe affected Madagascar, Mozambique and southern 
Malawi. Loss of life, damage to infrastructure and croplands was 
reported in Mozambique. Crops losses are likely in affected areas 
- a further decline in crop prospects. [5]

CHIRPS Rainfall for 16 March 2021 – 10 April 2022 (mm)

Map produced by USGS/EROS

Preliminary data for March 16-25
Forecast data for March 26 to April 10

Map Source: WFP
 [5] https://docs.wfp.org/api/docu-

ments/31929a7ead2b4d5d92ad0a72fd496179/download/
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6. NUTRITION

[1]  https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/
20220314_Flash_Update2_Cyclone_Gombe.pdf

5. LIVESTOCK DISEASES & CROP PESTS

Brown Locust (BL) has been reported in the Eastern, 
Western and Northen Cape provinces of South Africa 
as well as the southern Kharas region in Namibia.

Southern Africa Transboundary Pest and Diseases outbreaks 

 

Malagasy Migratory Locust (MML) has been reported 
in Androy, Anosy, Atsimo Andrefa, Ihorome, Matsiatra 
Ambony and Menabe districts of Madagascar. 

Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) outbreak has been 
reported in Mchinji district of Malawi and KwaHlabisa 
KZN, South Africa. Quarantine and ban on the move-
ment of craven animals. 

Swine Fever has been reported in Lusaka province of 
Zambia. Quarantine and a ban on the movement of pigs 
and pig products. 

There is an overall need to continue close monitoring of the 
nutrition situation in all hotspot areas over quarter 1 of 2022 
and beyond as the hunger gap comes to an end.

Madagascar
The nutrition cluster is responding to the drought (in the ten 
southern drought-affected districts) and to floods (tropical 
storm Ana and cyclones Batsirai and Emnati) targeting 
500,000 children (60,000 with SAM). Nutrition cluster coordina-
tion activities have been stepped up, with a weekly meeting.  

The quarter 1 mass screening in the fifteen drought-affected 
districts showed a proxy GAM of 8.4%. No districts are in an 
emergency situation, five districts are classified as an alert. 
However, some sub-districts locations are still recorded >15% 
proxy GAM rate.

Medium to longer-term recovery and development strategies 
needs to be launched (and funded) as early as possible to 
prevent the reoccurrence of cyclical humanitarian emergen-
cies happening in the south of Madagascar for the past 
decades.

Angola
In Angola, there is a need for more fundraising to secure the 
RUTF/RUSF pipeline beyond quarter 2 of 2022 and maintain 
the expansion of the response initiated in 2021 in the southern 
provinces of Angola.  

Mozambique
Tropical storm Ana, followed by Dumako and category 3 cyclone 
Gombe were the most severe. In addition, considerable impacts 
were recorded in Nampula, Zambezia, Sofala and Tete. More 
than 550k people were affected, 25k people were displaced, 251 
people were injured and 75 death were recorded. 

The main priority is to increase humanitarian presence and 
capacity in hard-to-reach areas to increase coverage of wasting 
management and cope with limited capacity of Government and 
partners to respond to complex emergencies. [1]

Avian Influenza

Brown Locust

Foot and Mouth

African Army Worms

African Swine Fever

Malagasy Migratory Locust

Map Source - FAO

Cyclone Trajectories and people affected by district – Cyclone Gombe
Figure 6

100,441
Affected People

50
Injured 

15
Death

22,693
Houses Destroyed

Provinces Affected by Cyclone

Worst- affected districts
(<= 2850 people affected)

Moderately- affected districts
(2850-8510 people affected)

Weekly - affected districts
(<= 2850 people affected)

Cyclone Keneth
Cyclone Gombe
Tropical Cyclone Ana
Cyclone Idai

FAO is increasing its engagement with South Africa on the Brown Locust outbreaks. Partners’ support and engagement is needed 
on outbreaks containment, increased surveillance and monitoring to prevent spread and avoid multiplier effects on the already 
precarious livelihoods and food and nutrition security situation for affected communities.

Transboundary Pests and diseases outbreaks: Southern Africa
Figure 5

Map Source: OCHA
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7. Markets & Prices 
The 2021/22 season was characterized by mixed seasonal perfor-
mance, and regional crop production is expected to be average at 
best. Due to tight global markets, the region's maize prices will be 
elevated in the 2022/23 marketing year.

Although the region may have adequate maize availability to meet 
its demand, access among import-dependent countries will be 
constrained by high prices at source markets.

Although the region does not rely heavily on international maize 
imports, South Africa’s maize prices will likely remain elevated in 
line with international prices. In South Africa, the key maize 
producer/supplier of the region, maize production for 2021/22 is 
down by 10% from the previous year. In February, at 3.7 ZAR/Kg, it 
was 37% above the 5-year average and 12% above the prior year. 

In Madagascar, food availability is reportedly below average 
across most monitored markets. Compared to last year, February 
prices are up for imported oil (+25%), local rice (+13%), imported 
rice (+12%) and cassava (+10%). Increase in prices driven by 
factors such as depletion of stocks during lean season, impact of 
cyclones/storms on transport costs, higher global prices, etc.

In February, Zambia’s national average maize price was trending 
24% above the 5 year-average and 6% above year prior levels. The 
national average maize price in Tanzania was 8% below 5YA and 
in Malawi, it was trending at average levels.

Potential implications of the Ukraine Con�ict
The onset of the Ukraine conflict came at a time when global food 
and fertilizer prices were already hitting record highs. As a net 
importer and price-taker of various commodities such as wheat, 
vegetable oil and petroleum products, prices in the Southern Africa 
region have already surged. Nearly 80% of countries in the South-
ern Africa region are 100% import dependent on wheat and its 
products. 

This is particularly concerning given that the region has already 
been seeing elevated prices in major markets such as South Africa 
and Zambia, and the situation has been exacerbated by global 
commodity prices elevated following the Ukraine conflict. 

As global and regional prices transmit to local markets, food 
accessibility in the region could worsen as household purchasing 
power is effectively reduced. This is especially concerning as it 
could fuel further social unrest and aggravate situations 
witnessed in conflict-affected areas in some parts of the region. 

The Southern Africa region heavily relies on imports for its fertilizer 
supply. Even prior to the Ukraine conflict, the region had been 
faced with an already tight global market. The International Fertiliz-
er Development Center (IFDC) estimated that in 2021/22, sub-Sa-
haran Africa could see a 30% decrease in fertilizer demand due to 
high prices, which translates to 30 million MT less food produced. 
If fertilizer prices remain at their record high levels, it will also dim 
crop yield prospects for the 2022/23 agricultural year. [6] 

[6]  https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000137683/download/

International Commodity Price Trends
Figure 7

South Africa Maize Price Trends
Figure 8

Import Dependency of Countries in the Southern Africa Regions
Figure 9

Data Source: FAOSTAT
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Import Dependency Country
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Angola, Botswana, DRC, Eswatini, 
Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, ROC, 
Tanzania

South Africa, Zimbabwe

Zambia
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The Regional Food Nutrition and Security Working Group for southern 
Africa (FNSWG) is a coordinating platform for food security and 
nutrition issues in the region. FNSWG  members  currently  include  
the  Southern  African  Development Community  (SADC)  Secretariat,  
regional  development  humanitarian  organisations, donors, non-
governmental and academic bodies. 

To learn more:

FNSWG Website Follow us on Twitter

Country

6. ASSESSMENT

Food Security & Livelihoods Needs Assessment - Namibia

Namibia continues to be affected by prolonged dry weather in the 2018/19 cropping season leading to below-average production, 
severe water shortage, and poor pasture conditions. In response, the Namibian government declared a state of drought emergency 
in May 2019. Most affected regions are drought – prone areas, including Kunene, Erongo, Omusati, and Omaheke.

Namibian Red Cross Society assessed the food security and livelihood needs in provinces in Namibia. The objective of the assess-
ment was ascertain the severity of the drought, identify community needs and existing responses, identify gaps to inform long-term 
programming.

Using participatory mixed methods key informants highlighted the level of problems that the affected people encounter,  availability 
of food, access, utilization of food, food security situation and how people are trying to meet their needs, the impact of drought on 
the socio-economic environment of the affected community, and existing gaps in immediate and medium-term needs.

Many parts of Namibia are experiencing frequent drought occurrences in recent years and an increase in the frequency of unpredict-
able floods. IPC analysis has indicated that 750,000 people are facing high acute levels of food insecurity. This is due to the impact 
of the drought experienced previously. 

Kunene Region. Photo Credit: Namibia Red Cross Society

https://twitter.com/FNSWG_SRNAFR
https://fnswg-unwfp.hub.arcgis.com/

