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Tropical Depression 12-E in Central America 

Situation Report No. 3 

23 October, 2011 – 22:00 hrs  

 
This SitRep is produced by OCHA in collaboration with the humanitarian partners.  It is issued by the Regional 
Office for Latin America and the Caribbean.  It covers the period from 22 to 23 October.  The next sitrep will be 
issued in/or around 25 October. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS 

 El Salvador: The Flash Appeal will be presented to the international community in Geneva on 25 
October.  

 Guatemala: Some  450,000 people are affected by damages to water and sanitation systems. 

 Honduras: Most affected departments are Choluteca and Valle 

 Nicaragua: 13 departments (of a total of 15), 57 municipalities and 317 communities are affected. 

 

II.  General Overview of the Situation 

 
El Salvador  
The United Nations System in El Salvdar estimates that 300,000 people have been affected in the country and 
other sources indicate that this number could reach 1 million.  The Civil Protection reports affectation in 181 of 
the 262 municipalities (69% of municipalities.). 
 
Guatemala  
A cold front is crossing the country, a phenomenon that should help to disperse the rain.  However, in the 
southern part of the country, the soil is saturated, causing mudslides and rivers to overflow.  The departments of 
Petén and Alta Verapaz may need further assistance as at least six rivers have reached maximum levels. 
 
To date, 524,480 people have been affected; of those 78,030 have lost their homes.  In the preliminary report 
based on an UNETT joint assessment, the following priority needs were identified: water, food, medical attention, 
hygiene kits, tents and medicine.  
 
 

CONSOLIDATED TABLE OF AFFECTATION 

COUNTRY AFFECTED DEATHS EVACUATED SHELTERED 
(number of shelters) 

Costa Rica 1,000 4  995 (20-) 

El Salvador 300,000 35 54,903 54,903 (611) 

Guatemala 528,735 38 30,040 19,775 (129) 

Honduras 59,663 18 12,123 6,782 ( -- ) 

Nicaragua 150,000 9 10,300 10,300 (104) 

TOTAL 1,239,398 104 107,366 82,435 

The sources are from national institutions and/or government – as of 22 October 2011 

 

 

 
Honduras 
At this time, 12 of Honduras’s 18 departments are under a state of emergency, and the southern provinces of 
Choluteca and el Valle have been the most affected.  A cold front is threatening to put the entire country under 
alert.  The situation is being closely monitored. 
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Nicaragua 
On 18 October, the government of Nicaragua asked the United Nation’s Country Team to activate assistance 
from the international community to face the emergency caused by ten days of continuous rain.  An international 
United Nations Disaster, Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) mission is in the country.  In coordination with 
the government, priority needs should be determined in the following days.  
 
 

III. Humanitarian Response and Key Needs 

  

 AGRICULTURE 

 
El Salvador 
The following crops are the most affected: corn, bean, vegetable, fruits, sugar cane, and coffee.  Fish ponds, 
domestic game, and cattle have also been affected. 
 
Guatemala 
FAO estimates that losses in the departments of Verapaz and Ixcan at Q40 million (approximately US$ 5.1 
million).  FAO also noted that the price of corn has increased by 10% throughout the country and by 25% in 
some of the affected areas (especially the northern region).  
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTERS 
 
El Salvador 
Latest official data shows that 58,800 people (approximately 16,110 families) are housed in 618 emergency 
shelters.  The departments of La Libertad, San Salvador and Sonsonate have the highest number of active 
shelters.  Of the total number of shelters, 275 are school centres.  

 
OIM and NGOs are jointly coordinating a plan to assist the populations in shelters and ensure a rapid return.  
OIM has deployed field teams to the departments of Ahuachapán and Sonsonate to assess the situation of 
populations in shelters, humanitarian needs, protection and the situation of vulnerable groups.   Together with 
the Vice-Ministry of Housing and Urban Development,  OIM is assessing the general state of houses  and 
identifing necessary rapid interventions in shelters to improve common areas.    
 
The Humanitarian Country Team (Red Humanitaria) has called for the creation of a Gender Group and the 
incorporation of a focal point from the Salvadorian Institute for the Development of Women in all of the thematic 
working groups to ensure that issues of gender and valance based gender (VGB) prevention are present in all 
humanitarian actions. 

 
UNFPA is supporting the Shelter Commission in processing information regarding shelters. 
 
Guatemala 
MSF Spain is organizing the distribution of hygiene kits, blankets and mattresses for 6,000 people (around 1,000 
families). 
 
UNFPA is working to ensure access to family planning services and assistance in cases of sexual violence in 
shelters.  It is mobilizing funds for the purchase of suppliesin this area. 
 
Honduras 
Authorities from the Ministry of Heath are providing support for medical attention and water in shelters.  United 
Nations agencies are distributing kits to improve the quality of life for children in shelters.   
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 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 
El Salvador 
The main problems are associated with lack of potable water, contaminated wells and precarious access to 
basic sanitation in shelters.   
 
Guatemala  
Some 450,000 people have been affected by damages to water and sanitation systems.  There are reports of 
damaged wells in the departments of Santa Rosa, Escuintla, Chiquimula and Retalhuleu.  Water supply is 
irregular in some areas of the country due to damaged pipes as a result of mudslides.   
 
Medicos Sin Fronteras has deployed to communities in the coast to support water and sanitation activities and 
distribute hygiene kits to 1,000 families. 
 
OXFAM is undertaking a rapid assessment in the departments of San Marcos, Retalhuleu, Guatemala, 
Suchitepéquez, Chimaltenango and Quiché.  It is also providing initial assistance to 2,500 families. 

 
ONUSIDA is working with organizations from the HIV in Emergencies network in assessing conditions of people 
with HIV/AIDS in shelters, as well as the availability of antiretroviral treatments. 
 
The following needs have been identified as priority: access to safe water, monitoring water quality in shelters 
and recovery of water systems, cleaning and/or rehabilitation of 300 aqueducts, 15,000 wells and 25,000 
latrines, sanitation in 50 shelters in precarious conditions that have difficult access. 

 
Honduras 
According to Medicos del Mundo, a high percentage of water systems in the departments of Choluteca and Valle 
are damaged.  
 
UNICEF has provided supplies for handling and disinfecting water, including two water purifying plants.  
 
Priority needs are:  provision of water and 40,000 Hygiene kits. 
 
The Ministry of Health prepared a list of requirements for managing and monitoring water quality.   
 

 FOOD 
 
El Salvador 
Authorities from the Civil Protection and the Secretariat for Social Inclusion (SIS) have distributed 51,738 
rations in 14 departments. The Civil Protection is accessing additional resources from the national emergency 
fund to purchase food aid valued at USD $2.4 million.  The World Food Programme (WFP) has contributed 31 
metric tons (MT) of corn for the response. 

 
In close coordination with the National Civil Protection, 48 MT of fortified biscuits were distributed to 39,000 
people in affected areas in areas of Bajo Lempa, Puerto Parada and San Francisco Menéndez in the 
departments of Usulután and Ahuachapán, and in the departments of Sonsonate and La Paz. 
 
Guatemala  
WFP donated 650 MT of cold rations in 19 departments.  
 
Honduras 
WFP, in coordination with COPECO, has distributed 76MT to cover needs in food for close to 6,900 families in 
the departments of Choluteca and Valle.  Close to 300 MT of food rations is being pre-positioned in San Lorenzo 
to cover the needs of 4,750 families for a period of 30 days.  These of food rations consist of beans, rice, 
vegetable oil and CSB (fortified soy and corn mixture). 
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 EDUCATION 
 
El Salvador 
Classes will resume as of Monday, 24 October at the national level.  The Ministry of Education (MINED) is 
identifying alternate sites to provide education services in centres being used as shelters.  Departmental 
directors are working with authorities and local organizations to carry out this work.   In the event that alternative 
sites cannot be found, school children will be provided with study guides to work from home. There are reports of 
267 school centres with damages.  
 
 

 EARLY RECOVERY 
 
El Salvador 
The number of houses at risk has increased to 5,544; of which 775 are partially damaged, 193 are destroyed 
3,943 are affected.  This increase is due to new information coming from damage and needs assessments in 
zones that were previously inaccessible.     
 
Honduras 
UNDP is mobilizing US$100,000 to support the government in early recovery actions and promoting work for 
money programs.   
 

 LOGISTICS 
 
Guatemala 
The Government’s financial restrictions implemented in previous months are affecting some institutions that work 
in humanitarian response, especially in terms of logistical activities to provide humanitarian assistance.  Some 
institutions are unable to buy fuel, pay salaries and maintain vehicles and equipment, thus hampering necessary 
deployments of aid.  The United States Embassy has provided 5 helicopters and private organizations, such as 
the Tigo Foundation are supplying vehicles and fuel. 
   

The Guatemalan Red Cross is coordinating search and rescue actions with 20 delegations. 
 

Honduras 
WFP (leader of the logistics cluster) is supporting COPECO with an expert in distribution chain administration, as 
several bridges and approximately 100 main roads are damaged or destroyed.  

 
 

 PROTECTION 
Guatemala 
Plan International is focusing on child protection in the areas of psychosocial support and health in Escuintla, 
Jalapa and Baja Verapaz, and distribution of supplies, hygiene kits, and psychosocial kits. 
 
 

 HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
El Salvador: 
One of the priority needs is sanitation in shelters, 130 latrines are needed to meet demand.  

  
There are 159 health centres affected - 17 with severe damage, 36 with moderate damage and 106 with light 
damages. Most of the health centres have experienced flooding and have damage to equipment.  The 
Soyapango hospital, which provides service to 290,000 people, has lost its generator.  The Sonsonate hospital 
has little capacity for surgery and maternity care, and the access roads to the hospital are blocked.  Staff 
working in most affected departments is suffering from exhaustion. 

 
 

file://Fis-rw-gissrvr/maps/Templates_guideline/reporting_unit/situation_report/2011/www.unocha.org


Informe de Situación OCHA 
 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effectively humanitarian 

actions principles in collaboration with national and international actors. 
Celebrating 20 years of coordinated humanitarian action.  

5 

 

The Ministry of Health is monitoring illnesses and integrated attention in shelters. UNFPA mobile clinics are 
supporting shelters in themes of health.  AECID donated 5,556 hygiene kits for affected families. 
 
PAHO / WHO has mobilized field teams for damage assessment and needs analysis in health centres that 
reported damages.  Hospital waste management continues to be of concern. 

 
Guatemala 
The Ministry of Health is carrying out activities in integral medical attention, water chlorination, and information 
campaigns for disease prevention of water and food borne diseases in the most affected departments.   
 
There is infrastructure damage in 13 hospitals* (the hospital network consists of 43 hospitals of different levels of 
complexity).  There is also infrastructure damage in 27 first level health centres in Escuintla, 11 centres in 
Quetzaltenango and 2 in the department of Guatemala.  A preliminary damage assessment in hospitals is 
estimated at USD $1.6 million (including the Cuilapa Hospital that was affected by an earthquake).   

 
Mudslides and road blockages have interrupted medical care in many health centres.  
 
PAHO/WHO reports the need for re-establishing health services and sanitation attention in affected communities 
and shelters (including epidemiological surveillance and control of vectors); medicine and support in information 
management and health promotion.  
 

IV. Coordination 

 
El Salvador 
The OCHA mission continues to support the Office of the Resident Coordinator in drafting a CERF application 
and a Flash Appeal. 
 
On October 21, the Humanitarian Country Team (Red Humanitarian) held its third coordination meeting.  Cluster 
groups presented some of the projects for the Flash Appeal and CERF funding application.  
 
Guatemala 
The UN is organizing a joint mission to identify affected areas to be visited and any gaps.  
 
Based on the findings of the joint field missions, and discussions with the UNETT and OCHA, the United 
Nations, together with the Red Humanitarian, will prepare a CERF proposal. The four priority sectors are water, 
health, shelter and food, although other sectors will also be considered.  An OCHA Disaster Response Advisor 
will arrive in the country at the weekend.   
 
 

V. Financing 

 
Note: Donations reported here may not be the only donations received.  These represent the ones reported to the United Nations sources, at 
the moment of the issuance of this report.  To report your contributions, send your e-mails to the focal points in the United Nations or 
Redhum in the affected countries.  Values presented as “under approval process: could be different from the values approved by respective 
donor agencies. 

 

OCHA encourages all Partners and donors to report their information to fts@un.org . It is a real-time service that tracks global 

donations from all donors for all emergencies. Providing your information to FTS will help to have a more complete scenario of all of the 

donations received by countries as well as give donors more visibility. 

 
 
El Salvador 
A Flash Appeal will be presented to the International community in Geneva on 25 October.  The Offices of the 
United Nations in San Salvador indicate that the priorities are food aid, health and improving water and hygiene 
conditions.  
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Guatemala 
Cooperation agencies and banks that regularly donate to projects in the region, such as AECID, USAID-OFDA, 
World Bank, Central American Bank for Economic Integration (BCEI), Inter American Development Band (IADB), 
Embassies, such as, Taiwan, Venezuela, United States, and private companies, such as Tigo Foundation, DHL, 
Colgate Palmolive are supporting authorities with financing, logistical support, supplies and human resources.   

United Nations agencies are also providing financial support as well as the coordination and support to 
humanitarian sector working groups.  
  

A more extensive list of donations and financing can be found with the Redhum representative in Guatemala or 
by visiting the page dedicated to the emergency in Guatemala: http://fts.unocha.org. 

Honduras 
Financial aid is being provided by banks such as BCEI and IADB, UN Agencies, Embassies, and Cooperation 
agencies such as the European Union and USAID-OFDA. 

Nicaragua 
Financing for hygiene and sanitation is being provided by AECID, while PAHO/WHO has allocated finances for 
health. 

 

VI. Contacts in the Affected Countries 

The information published in this report is compiled by OCHA ROLAC in collaboration with partners or 
highlighted from issued reports in the countries.  For more information, please contact the following focal points 
in the affected countries. 
 

El Salvador  Dorte Ellehammer 
UNETT Coordinator 
WFP 
Tel: +503 2263-6144 
dorte.ellehammer@wfp.org 

Nicaragua  Ivonne Velásquez  
National Disaster Response Advisor - 
OCHA 
Tel. +505-2266-1701 
ivonne.velasquez@undp.org 

Honduras Richard Terrazas 
National Disaster Response 
Advisor - OCHA 
Tel. +504 2220-1100  
terrazas@un.org 

Guatemala  Willem Van Milink  
UNETT Coordinator 
PMA 
Tel +502 2333-5928 
willem.vanmilink@wfp.org 

OCHA 
ROLAC 

Rogerio Mobilia Silva  
Information Management Officer 
Tel. +507 317-1748 
silvar@un.org 

OCHA  
NY  

Charles Bernimolin 

Coordination and Response Division  

Tel. +1 917 367-8116 

bernimolin@un.org 

 
For more information on this emergency, visit the following sites: 
http://www.redhum.org  y www.reliefweb.int  
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