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HIGHLIGHTS 

North-West and South West situation report (1-30 April
2022)

Four staff of a local NGO abducted by unidentified
armed elements when returning from a distribution
activity in Widikum, NW.

Two incidents of humanitarian food aid truck diversion
by non-State armed groups reported in the North-West
region (NW).

Thirteen students and three teachers abducted in the
NWSW and later released.

Two schools in Buea, South-West region (SW),
suffered arson attacks by unknown armed elements.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations
used on this map do not imply official endorsement or
acceptance by the United Nations.

(23 Jun 2022)
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VISUAL 

Map of IDP from the North-West and South-West Regions of Cameroon

Source: Humanitarian Needs Overview 2022

The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance
by the United Nations.

(23 Jun 2022)

BACKGROUND  

Situation Overview / Humanitarian access

The situation in the North-West and South-West (NWSW) regions remained concerning, with continued hostilities, targeted
attacks, destruction of property, and continued use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs). The population continues to bear
the brunt of violent incidents, either targeted directly or being affected by the consequences of IEDs or crossfire. Partners

(23 Jun 2022)
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reported multiple displacements across the NWSW caused by violence. Over 37,800 persons were reportedly displaced to
nearby bushes and villages, with Meme in the SW and Bui in the NW being the most affected divisions. Most of the
displacements are pendular and temporary as displaced persons return to their homes once the security situation allows.

There have been positive developments in the fight against the cholera epidemic in the SW, but the epidemic is not yet
tackled. The SW regional delegation of public health reported a drop in the number of positive cases in April compared to
previous months thanks to joint efforts of the regional health authorities, and Health/WASH Clusters’ partners. Some areas
in Ndian division, affected by the cholera epidemic, can only be accessed by boat, further complicating the cholera
response.

Humanitarian access remains possible but challenging, requiring significant efforts for organizations to be able to conduct
all necessary access negotiations and ensure safe humanitarian operations.

Activities of a humanitarian NGO, which was not authorized by local authorities to operate in Ekondo-Titi subdivision (Ndian
division of the SW), remained suspended in the division by the NGO, impacting the health assistance. This comes in
addition to the continued suspension of operations by another NGO in the SW since March 2022, in response to the
continued detention of two of its staff.

Four staff from a local NGO were abducted by unidentified armed elements when returning from a distribution activity in
Widikum, Momo division of the NW, together with their vehicle. The team was later released but the car was not returned.

In two separate incidents, food aid trucks were diverted in two localities of the NW region but returned after negotiations
with the assailants.

Attacks against school staff and educational premises continued. In four different incidents, thirteen students and three
teachers were abducted, only to be released after payment of ransom. Two schools in Buea suffered arson attacks, on 4
and 6 April, by unknown armed men.

Fourteen incidents with IEDs were reported in April, deployed by non-State armed groups (NSAGs) against State security
forces. Eight IEDs were detonated in the NW, five in the SW, and one IED in the SW was deactivated by security forces.

The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) services remain suspended across the NWSW.

About 2 million people affected by the NWSW crisis need humanitarian assistance and 1.4 million of the most vulnerable
are targeted by humanitarian partners for assistance in 2022. Over $135.9 million are requested to respond to the needs of
the most vulnerable. Limited funding has been a major constraint in the response to humanitarian needs with only 54 per
cent of the required funding for the HRP 2021 received.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Food security

Partners assisted 304,034 people through food distribution (289,529), livelihoods including agriculture (6,873), income
generating activities (7,027), and trainings (605). The assistance was provided in-kind and through cash and vouchers.

The World Food Programme (WFP), Caritas Kumba, Authentique Memorial Empowerment Foundation (AMEF), Caritas
Bamenda, Community Initiative for Sustainable Development (COMINSUD), and Strategic Humanitarian Services (SHUMAS)
completed the April food assistance cycle with 185,851 beneficiaries assisted through direct food distribution and 43,299

(23 Jun 2022)
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IDP beneficiary of food distribution in South-
West region. Credit: OCHA Giles Clarke

persons through cash. In addition, 13,569 children between 6 to 23
months, pregnant and lactating women received specialized nutrition
food. Nascent Solutions through its food for education project
distributed food to over 62,707 individuals in Bui division in the NW.

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Caritas Bamenda in the
NW and the Center for Rural Action (CEFORA) in the SW continued
with the monitoring of 450 mini poultry production units. An additional
100 households were selected for mini poultry production in Fako.
Over 750 households are supported with the African nightshade,
tomatoes and mushroom production. Partners including FAO, Afrinet,
and Reach Out also provided skills to internally displaced persons
(IDPs), returnees and host communities on agriculture and other
income generating activities.

MSF Community health volunteer providing free
consultation to IDPs in South West region

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Health

The cholera epidemic continued to affect communities in the SW. As
of 30 April, the SW regional delegation of public health (RDPH)
reported 4,677 positive cases and 78 related deaths. However, the
RDPH observed a drop in the number of cases and deaths in April
(1,118 cases and 7 deaths) compared to March (2,239 cases and 34
deaths).

The cholera vaccination campaign in Buea, Limbe, and Tiko health
districts successfully covered 95 per cent of the targeted population
in the targeted health areas.

The number of new COVID-19 infections in the NWSW stayed low in April. The positivity rate of tests conducted (0.6%) was
the same as of March in the SW region while in the NW, it dropped from 1.2 per cent in March to 0.8 per cent in
April.Partners provided lifesaving services to 66,743 people in need in 29 out of the 39 health districts, using different
approaches including mobile clinics, community health care workers, ambulance services, and direct support to health care
facilities.

(23 Jun 2022)

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Protection

Child Protect ion Area of Responsibility (CP AoR)

The month was marked by several incidents that could be qualified as grave violations against children. These include a 7-
year-old child who was killed by an unexploded ordnance (UXO) he was playing with in the Mezam division in the NW, the
killing of a teacher, an attack on a health facility in Lebialem division, and an attack on a school facility in the Fako division,
all in the SW.

(11 May 2022)
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The CP AoR referral pathways for the NWSW were finalized and shared with members. These will be used until December
2022 and then assessed for updates if necessary. Partners continue to advocate for the training of children and caregivers
on protection against IEDs and UXOs.

Programmatic interventions continued across the whole spectrum of CP services, including provision of mental health and
psychosocial support, identification and assistance to unaccompanied and separated children, birth registration, case
management, and awareness raising messages on CP, GBV and COVID-19. Gender-Based Violence Area of
Responsibility (GBV AoR)

Partners reported 870 cases of GBV to specialized service providers (about 37.2 per cent reported in Fako division in the SW,
28.5 per cent in Mezam and 13.3 per cent in Momo, in the NW). This represents a 4.6 per cent increase compared to the
number of cases reported in February (832). Over 92 per cent of survivors are women and girls. Close to 52 per cent of
survivors are internally displaced persons (IDPs), 35 per cent are host community members and 13 per cent returnees.
Available data revealed that 35 survivors (4 per cent) are people living with disabilities, and 60 survivors (6.9 per cent) are
unaccompanied and separated children.

Reported GBV incidents include emotional abuse (33 per cent), denial of resources or opportunities (22 per cent), physical
assault (14 per cent), sexual assault (14 per cent), rape (14 per cent) and forced marriage (2 per cent).

GBV actors reached 22,424 people (15,231 females and 7,193 males) with GBV interventions, including mental health and
psychosocial support, legal and medical assistance, safe shelter, risk mitigation, GBV awareness-raising, women
empowerment, vocational training and economic support to women and girls, distribution of dignity kits to women and girls,
child protection services and the provision of emergency basic needs to survivors.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

Partners reached 195,217 individuals (30 per cent IDPs and 5 per cents returnees) with WASH interventions. The main
interventions included improvement of access to potable water, distribution of WASH and dignity items, and the construction
of latrines. These activities were implemented in 11 divisions of the two regions.

The response to the cholera outbreak continued to mobilize more actors, however the main gaps remain the lack of
interventions providing sustainable sanitation and access to drinking water in cholera affected areas. Humanitarian actors
will continue their advocacy in this regard.

(11 May 2022)

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Shelter/NFI

Partners assisted the population with NFI items, distributed mattresses to 15 displaced households, dignity kits to 40
households and continued to provide monthly rental assistance to 60 IDP families and 20 students.

The main challenge ahead includes the cluster’s ability to mobilize resources to respond in a timely manner in cases of new
displacement caused by violence or natural disaster.

(11 May 2022)
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This report is produced by OCHA Cameroon in collaboration with humanitarian partners and COVID-19 Task Force.
OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises.

https://reliefweb.int/country/cmr
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/cameroon
https://www.unocha.org/cameroon
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Data not available at time of publication from Education, Nutrition and Protection clusters

COORDINATION  

Humanitarian Coordination

OCHA continued to provide leadership in coordinating the humanitarian response through the facilitation of the Inter-Cluster
Coordination Group, the Access Working Group, the Information Management Working Group and Humanitarian Coordination
Forums, including in the West and Littoral regions which host IDPs from the NWSW.

OCHA and humanitarian partners continued to advocate with all parties to ensure affected populations can receive life-
saving assistance and protection and to facilitate humanitarian access and operations.

(11 May 2022)
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