
Mogadishu 

At least 200 civilians died and more than 800 
were wounded in fi ghting that started on 7 
May and continued throughout the month. 
The districts most aff ected by the fi ghting 
were Yaaqshiid and Wardhighley, north of 
the city, where much of the recent combat 
took place. The worst fi ghting occurred on 
22 and 23 May in Mogadishu when at least 
70 civilians were killed and over 300 others 
were wounded in the two-day period. The 
three main hospitals in the city have been 
overwhelmed with patients and tents have 
been erected and mattresses lay under trees 
to accommodate the wounded.

 The worst fi ghting in recent months between government forces and insurgents in 
Mogadishu left a trail of destruction, civilian casualties and renewed displacement. The 
fi ghting started on 7 May and continued throughout the month. More than 200 civilians 
were killed, at least 800 wounded and some 100,000 displaced by the fi rst week of June. 

 The newly displaced are in desperate need of humanitarian assistance, in particular, shelter 
and medical care. While assistance is reaching those in need it is far from suffi  cient to 
meet requirements. Although humanitarian organisations are scaling-up their response 
eff orts for the newly displaced, insecurity in the city and elsewhere is hampering the 
organisations’ ability to respond comprehensively to emerging needs. 

 Fighting and violence is not limited to Mogadishu but spread to several major towns 
in South/Central Somalia. On 17 May, Al Shabaab forces took control of Jowhar town, 
located 90km north of Mogadishu. That same day, Al Shabaab raided UNICEF’s compound 
and undertook large-scale looting and destruction of humanitarian supplies, assets and 
equipment. This act has country-wide humanitarian implications as Jowhar is the main 
hub for the provision of services and supplies to the whole of South/Central Somalia. 

 The recent fi ghting in Mogadishu is aggravating an already dire humanitarian crisis in 
the Somalia. Latest assessment reports indicate that the overall food security situation 
in many parts of the country will remain precarious over the coming six months. At 
least 3.2 million people, 43 percent of the country’s population, will continue to require 
humanitarian assistance and livelihood support through September 2009. 

 The latest nutrition survey (March/April) conducted by the UN Food Security and Nutrition 
Analysis Unit (FSNAU) revealed high Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) and Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) levels averaging 25.5 and 8.1 percent, respectively, in children under 
fi ve years in Hiraan region, Central Somalia. 

 With continuing violence in Somalia, as well as drought conditions and massive 
displacement, humanitarian needs continue to remain high, but funding received for the 
Consolidated Appeal so far covers only 35 percent of the US$984 million requested. 
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According to UNHCR’s Population Monitoring 
Tracking, an estimated 117,000 people were 
displaced by the fi ghting (as of 8 June). 
The majority of the displaced (35,000) 
moved to safer districts within the city (the 
southwestern part) or IDP settlements along 
the outskirts of Mogadishu, while another 
26,000 fl ed to Afgooye corridor joining 
more than 400,000 IDPs that have been 
displaced since 2007. Some of the displaced 
have gone to more distant locations 
including Lower & Middle Shebelle, Lower 
Juba, Galgaduud, and Gedo. The majority 
of the newly displaced are families that had 
recently returned home following a period 
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of relative peace in Mogadishu. Those unable 
to make the journey have sought refuge 
closer to the city, in areas not aff ected by 
the fi ghting.  Some of the displaced spoke 
of the hurdles they had to overcome in order 
to reach a safe point, including navigating 
several roadblocks and being delayed for 
days on roads made impassable by heavy 
rains.  Many of them joined relatives who 
have endured two years of hardship in 
IDP sites, and who lack proper shelter and 
suffi  cient food to feed their own children.

For the most part, humanitarian agencies 
have been able to continue operation despite 
the recent fi ghting in and around Mogadishu. 
For instance, general food distributions have 
been uninterrupted. The port of Mogadishu 
is still operational. At the time of writing, 
13,800 metric tones of WFP food arrived safely 
from Tanzania under the EU naval escort.  
While some of the 16 distribution points for 
cooked meals have had to close temporarily 
due to fi ghting and fl ooding, most were 
fully operational and feeding over 80,000 
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people every day. However, MSF was forced 
to close an outpatient clinic in Yaaqshiid, in 
the northern part of Mogadishu, to ensure 
its medical staff  would not be caught in the 
crossfi re. The clinic has since reopened.

Despite the security situation, aid 
organisations were scaling-up response 
eff orts for the newly displaced. In the Afgooye 
corridor, where a third of the newly displaced 
people have fl ed to, UNICEF, Oxfam and 
partners are reaching 250,000 people with 
clean piped and trucked water. The majority 
of the newly displaced have been able to 
integrate into communities and benefi t from 
existing water sources. Oxfam has expanded 
its water and sanitation system to aid an 
additional 84,000 displaced people, and is 
also providing shelter and mosquito nets 
to recently displaced. UNHCR and partners 
distributed shelter and other non-food 
items to over 50,000 people in the Afgooye 
corridor and neighbourhoods in northwest 
Mogadishu.

The Italian Government dispatched an 
emergency humanitarian fl ight carrying 
part of a 23-ton consignment of health care 
supplies into Mogadishu for distribution 
to the fi ve hospitals of Keysaney, Banadir, 
Madina, Al Hayat and Dayniile and other 
health institutions in Mogadishu.

On 20 May, the Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD) issued a 
Communiqué calling on the United Nations 
Security Council to impose air and sea 
blockades in areas controlled by insurgents 
in Somalia. Following the Communiqué the 
Somali Transitional Federal Government 

(TFG) announced that all seaports and 
airports under their control would be closed, 
with the exception of humanitarian aid. 
The implication in the Communiqué that 
humanitarian aid into these airports needs 
to be authorised by the TFG is a matter of 
concern for the humanitarian community.
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This map shows both the locations that IDPs fled from (in green) and locations 
that IDPs went to, in and around Mogadishu (red dots).

As of 5 June, nearly 91,000 people have fled ongoing fighting in Mogadishu.
Most of these IDPs went to areas in or near to Mogadishu.
Each red dot represents 50 IDPs.  The locations should be considered 
approximate.  With the dots serving only to portray concentrations of IDPs.

The UN Refugee Agency

UNHCR All data shown on this map comes from the IASC Protection Cluster 
Population Movement tarcking initiative, except for the roads data which 
come from UNJLC-Somalia.
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A newly displaced family on the outskirts of Mogadishu - Photo Courtesy:  Intersom

Map: Mogadishu Displacement from 8 May to 4 June 2009  - this map shows both the locations that IDPs fl ed from (in green) and locations that IDPs 

went went to, in and around Mogadishu (red  dots)  - Credit: UNHCR 
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A cross section of organisations working and 
supporting the Somali people, including 

the United Nations Special Representative 
for the Secretary-General and the Resident 

and Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, 
condemned the violence in Mogadishu 
calling on the warring groups to cease 
using indiscriminate means and methods of 
warfare aff ecting the civilian population.

Jowhar 

Over 50,000 severely malnourished children 
in life-threatening conditions and over 
85,000 moderately malnourished children 
in South/Central Somalia will be aff ected by 
an interruption in nutritional and medical 
supplies. The interruption was caused 
by looting undertaken by militia on 17 
May at the UNICEF storage hub in Jowhar, 
Middle Shabelle region. This resulted in the 
destruction of humanitarian supplies, assets 
and equipment. The “cold chain” (vaccine 
storage) equipment was aff ected destroying 
thousands of doses of measles, polio and 
other vaccines meant for Somali children. 
UNICEF issued a press statement on 20 May, 
condemning the malicious acts and urged 
“all parties involved to have children’s well-
being at heart.” 

Mixed Migrants & Refugees 

UNHCR reported that the number of 
migrants and asylum seekers reaching 
Yemen in the fi rst quarter of 2009 increased 
30 percent over the same period in 2008. 
As of end May, nearly 24,000 people have 
arrived at the Yemen coast. In response, 
UNHCR and partners have stepped up their 
eff orts to  deter people from getting on the 
smugglers’ boats at the main departure 
point in Bossaso.  Through radio messages 
and leafl ets, people are informed about 
the asylum procedures both in Puntland 

Newly displaced people leaving Mogadishu - May 2009 - Photo Courtesy: SOYDA

  Of Note: 

 On 22 May, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) passed a resolution extending the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) to 
31 January 2010. The UNSC also condemned the recent resurgence in fi ghting. The resolution underlined, “the critical importance of all 
parties taking appropriate measures to ensure, without delay, unhindered humanitarian access and assistance to the Somalia people.”

 On 14 May, Amnesty International issued a press release stating that armed opposition and local clan militia in control of Kismayo have 
been carrying out amputations and unlawful killings. On Friday 8 May, religious leaders in ‘Freedom Park’ in Kismayo amputated the hand 
of Mohamed Omar Ismail after he was accused of stealing. The stolen items were reportedly valued at $90. “Punishments like amputations 
and killings illustrate the extent to which violence still substitutes for the rule of law in many areas of Somalia,” said Michelle Kagari, Deputy 
Director of Amnesty International’s Africa Programme.   

 Deliberate attacks against journalists continued unabated in various parts of the country. Abdirisak Warsameh Mohamed, nicknamed 
Gadao, of Radio Shabelle was shot dead on the morning of 22 May 2009 by forces fi ghting in the neighbourhoods near Bakara Market in 
Mogadishu. Nur Muse Hussein, journalist from Voice of the Holy Quran radio, also died in May from injuries sustained in April when he 
was shot in Belet Weyne. According to a UNESCO press release, Hussein was covering the fi ghting between the provincial authorities and 
the Hisbul Islam in Belet Weyne. He was targeted along with three colleagues despite the fact that they were identifi ed as journalists. On 
2 June, Ibrahim Mohamed Ali, the Director of Universal TV, was kidnapped in Garasbaley village, about 15km south of Mogadishu and 
released on 7 June. As the Humanitarian Overview went to press, Mukhtar Muhammad Hirabe, the Director of Shabelle Media Network, 
was killed and his colleague,  Ahmed Umar Hashir, was injured at Baraka market in Mogadishu.
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to limited opportunities of employment 
compelling households to largely depend 
on gifts from host communities.   

MSF reported that in Lower Juba region, 
admissions to the in-patient therapeutic 
centre have increased from 45 children to 
130 children in May alone. A further 400 
children are being treated on an out-patient 
basis. In South Gaalkacyo admissions have 
also increased with 75 patients currently 
receiving treatment compared to a monthly 
average of 40. In North Gaalkacyo patient 
numbers have doubled since Mach/April with 
around 340 children receiving treatment. 

and Somaliland.   In Bossaso, humanitarian 
agencies are taking other steps to protect 
and assist would-be asylum seekers and 
displaced persons, such as the provision of 
non-food items, psycho-social support and 
medical assistance. 

The number of Somali refugees fl eeing to  
Kenya doubled from an average of 100 a 
day to nearly 200.   Since the beginning of 
the year, almost 32,000 people have crossed 
into Kenya, bringing the total number of 
Somali refugees in the country to more than 
297,000, more than three times the number 
for which it was originally designed.  UNHCR 
Kenya has repeatedly appealed to the Kenyan 
authorities to allocate additional land and also 
plans to transfer 10,000 refugees to Kakuma 
camp in northwest Kenya. Meanwhile, 
humanitarian organisations, such as Oxfam 
and MSF, highlighted inadequate assistance 
in public health, food, water and sanitation, 
and shelter in the camp.  

Nutrition 

FSNAU stated in their latest update that 
the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone of Hiraan 
region has recorded high GAM rates of 
25.5 percent which is far higher than the 
emergency threshold of 15 percent. The 
region’s nutrition situation has deteriorated 
to a very critical level amongst the agro-
pastoral population and in Belet Weyne town, 
and has remained stable in the pastoral and 
riverine livelihoods. The concerning nutrition 
situation is mainly attributed to a series of 
shocks including poor rainfall leading to poor 
production and hyperinfl ation. The update 
also says that the nutrition situation of IDPs 
in Hargeysa, Berbera and Burco in Somaliland 
remains varied, with Burco recording the 
highest GAM rates of 20.8 percent. The food 
security situation of the IDPs is stressed due 

Funding 

The $984 million 2009 CAP for Somalia was 
35 percent funded as of 31 May. A critical 
cluster, health, has so far received only 
nine percent of the requested amount. The 
cluster is currently implementing the Child 
Health Days campaign throughout Somalia. 
The fi rst round of the campaign has been 
funded through carry over money from 2008. 
However, without additional funding to the 
CAP Health Cluster, the second round will 
not be possible.  As this is an immunization 
programme, the impact of the fi rst round will 
be considerably less without the following- 
on second round.  

The Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) 
funded four new projects during the month 
of May amounting to $636,000, bringing 
the total disbursed this year to $4.3 million 
through 21 projects. The focus has been 
on Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH) 
interventions in the drought aff ected areas, 
including four water trucking projects for 
Puntland covering the drought stricken 
districts of Sool, Sanaag, Mudug and Nugal 
The WASH Cluster has thus far received 59 
percent of all funding disbursed by the HRF 
in 2009, with the Agriculture & Livelihoods 
cluster coming in the second  with 19 percent 
of all disbursed funds. Some 75 percent of the 
HRF projects are in regions of South/Central 
Somalia, with 24 percent in Lower Shabelle 
alone. 
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Key Humanitarian Deliveries - May 2009 

Food Aid - WFP distributed 31,028 metric tones of food to 1,936,879 benefi ciaries. 

WASH - In the Afgooye corridor where a third of the newly displaced people have fl ed, 
UNICEF, Oxfam and partners are reaching 250,000 people with clean piped and trucked 
water. Additional water trucking is planned for 84,000 displaced people located in remote 
areas.

Nutrition - To date, UNICEF and partners have reached over 126,000 children with   
emergency   nutrition  interventions  through  the  distribution  of Plumpy’doz – a ready to 
use food. In addition, the treatment of severe acute malnutrition (about 90,000 children in 
Somalia are considered severely malnourished) continues on a weekly basis through some 
175 sites and treatment to moderate malnutrition on a monthly basis in about 100 sites. 

Health - To date, UNICEF, WHO and partners have reached more than 1,028,000  children  
under-fi ve and over 788,000 women of child bearing age in  Somalia  through  Child  Health  
Days (CHDs) -  a  mass-campaign strategy for vaccination,   vitamin   A,  deworming,  diarrhea  
prevention,  nutritional screening and health promotion. In  Puntland, where only percent 
of children under one are fully immunized, CHDs kicked  off   in  mid-May and reaching more 
than 108,000 children  under-fi ve and over 59,000 women of child bearing age during the 
fi rst phase  of  CHDs  in  six  regions in the area. 

Noon-Food Items - UNHCR and partners distributed shelter and other non-food items 
to over 50,000 people in the Afgooye corridor and neighbourhoods in north-west 
Mogadishu.


