
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

   
This regular update, covering humanitarian developments from 1 – 30 June, is produced by OCHA Sudan. The next 
humanitarian update will be issued in August 2022.  
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Almost a quarter of Sudan's population - 11.7 
million people - are estimated to be facing acute 
food insecurity from June to September, according 
to IPC’s latest analysis. 

• Close to 35,000 newly displaced people were 
recorded in May and June across Sudan as a 
result of localized conflicts. 

• The high prevalence of acute malnutrition in Sudan 
is contributing to increased morbidity and mortality 
risks among children under-five years.  

• WFP announced its plan to cut rations in Sudan 
due to funding shortages.  

• The 2022 Sudan HRP is 20 per cent funded as of 
the end of June 2022.  

 
 

KEY FIGURES 
    

117,400 
People displaced by conflict in 
parts of Sudan. 
 
(Jan 2020 - 30 June 2022) 

19,409 
People affected by rains and 
flooding (unverified) 
 
(1 – 30 June 2022) 

62,475 
COVID-19 cases and 4,950 
deaths reported  
 
(Jan 2020 - 30 June 2022) 

$384.7M 
HRP funding received  
 
 
(30 June 2022) 

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
The humanitarian situation in Sudan continued to be a major concern, with a steady increase in food insecurity levels, 
more civilian displacement and the arrival of more refugees from neighbouring countries, mainly South Sudan, 
Ethiopia, and Eritrea.  
 
In May and June 2022, close to 35,000 newly displaced people were recorded across Sudan as a result of localized 
conflicts, including 28,873 people displaced in West Darfur, 1,158 people in South Darfur, and another 4,765 people in 
South Kordofan, according to the protection sector partners. There have also been reports of 19,000 people displaced 
to North Darfur (these numbers are yet to be verified) following the spillover of displaced people following a localized 
conflict in Kulbus locality of West Darfur. There are over 3.1 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) across Sudan, 
mainly in Darfur and the Two Areas (South Kordofan and Blue Nile).  
 
Meanwhile, since the start of 2022, close to 16,721 refugees from South Sudan arrived in Sudan, mainly in White Nile 
State (10,554), West Kordofan (3,190), and East Darfur (2,477). 
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Food security 
On 20 June, the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) issued an analysis on food security in Sudan. 
The analysis was carried out between March and April 2022, involving 19 agencies, including several government 
departments, specialized UN agencies, and local and international non-government organizations (NGOs). The IPC 
analysis indicates a significant deepening in Sudan’s food crisis. Almost a quarter of the country's population (11.7 
million people) are estimated to be facing acute hunger from June to September— an increase by nearly 2 million 
people compared with the same period last year. West Darfur, North Darfur, Central Darfur, Khartoum, Kassala and 
the White Nile states—the hardest hit by conflict and economic decline—host the highest number of people in Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) levels of food insecurity during the projection period from June to 
September 2022. 
 
The fragile economy, prolonged dry spells, reduced area cultivated, and erratic rainfall are among the root causes of 
the increase, according to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).  
 
Meanwhile, on 20 June, the World Food Programme (WFP) in Sudan announced that it had been forced to cut rations 
for refugees across the country due to severe funding shortfalls. WFP regularly assists over 550,000 refugees in 
Sudan. Starting in July, refugees will receive only half of a standard food basket, whether as in-kind food or cash-
based transfers. Amidst reports that malnutrition is rising, including among those forcibly displaced, these cuts could 
exacerbate protection risks as refugees may resort to negative coping mechanisms, including school drop-out, child 
labour, early marriage, and sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV). Nutrition programmes for refugees, covering 
malnourished children under five years and pregnant or nursing women, will not be affected. 
 
FAO is intensifying efforts to address acute food insecurity. With US$12 million in funding from the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF), FAO has launched a new project which aims to restore the food security and nutrition of 
resource-poor farming and pastoral communities through the provision of emergency agriculture and livestock 
supplies. The project will target 180,000 households (900,000 people) from the most vulnerable farming and 
pastoralist communities, including IDPs, returnees, refugees and resident households. The project covers both 
agricultural and livestock assistance, which aims at rapidly reducing dependence on emergency food assistance and 
provides a basis for medium and longer-term recovery. The project has a component that supports crop protection 
committees to ensure that farmers access their farms and that their crops are protected right through to the harvest. 
 
In mid-June, WFP published the Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability Assessment (CFSVA) report. The 
report states that the combined effects of the economic and political crisis, conflict and displacement, climate shocks, 
and poor harvests significantly affected peoples’ access to food in Sudan. According to the CFSVA, 34 per cent of the 
population (about 15 million people) were food insecure during the first quarter of 2022. This is an increase of 7 per 
cent compared to the same period in 2021, when 27 per cent of the population (12 million people) were food insecure. 
The highest prevalence of food insecurity was observed in West Darfur (65 per cent); Central Darfur (59 per cent); 
North Darfur (56 per cent); and Blue Nile (50 per cent) states. Food insecurity worsened across most states, with 
households headed by women more food insecure than their counterparts by 11 per cent, primarily due to limited 
access to the labour market. Economic vulnerability plays a major role in this food insecurity as 95 per cent of 
households spend more than 65 per cent of their total expenditure on food. 
 
Nutrition situation in Sudan as of June 2022 
The high prevalence of acute malnutrition in Sudan is contributing to increased morbidity and mortality risks among 
children under-five years. Eleven out of 18 states have recorded global acute malnutrition (GAM) prevalence equal to 
and above WHO’s threshold of 15 per cent. About 4 million children under-five years and pregnant and nursing 
women are estimated to be acutely malnourished and in need of humanitarian life-saving nutrition services based on 
the 2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO). This includes 618,950 children under-five years with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM), of whom 92,843 have medical complications and therefore need specialized care.  
 
Meanwhile, over 2.45 million children under-five years and over 900,000 acutely malnourished pregnant and nursing 
women are estimated to suffer from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). Following dry spells in Sudan in February 
2022, the nutrition sector conservatively projected a 10 per cent increase in acute malnutrition cases in the 115 
localities affected by the dry spell and where half of the acute malnourished children in Sudan live. This has increased 
the estimated number of SAM cases from 618,950 to 650,000 and SAM with medical complications from 92,843 to 
97,493, while cases of children under-five with MAM increased from 2.45 million to 2.57 million. 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-comprehensive-food-security-and-vulnerability-assessment-cfsva-summary-report-q1-2022-june-2022
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To timely track the evolving nutrition situation and guide timely decisions and actions, the nutrition sector strengthened 
its monitoring arrangements from quarterly to monthly reporting complemented with SMART surveys in prioritized 
localities. The monthly analysis between January and April 2022 compared to the same period in 2021 indicates that 
overall conditions have deteriorated this year. Some examples include new admissions in Out-Patient Therapeutic 
Feeding Programme (OTP) which have increased in 77 out of 189 localities. Most of the deterioration was noted in the 
localities affected by the dry spell, where 11 (69 per cent) out of the 16 localities depicted a 50 to over 100 per cent 
increase in new OTP admissions even before the peak hunger gap commenced in June.  

At the peak of the hunger gap (June to September), a further increase in acute malnutrition cases, with multiple 
exacerbating factors is anticipated. Such factors include an increased number of people in need of humanitarian food 
assistance (IPC phase 3+), high inflation, and limited coverage of WASH and health services. The nutrition sector 
projects an increase in cases of acutely malnourished children that may lead to increased deaths unless preventive, 
early identification and treatment programs are implemented and scaled up in a timely manner, with particular 
attention to prioritizing the most vulnerable populations in the most affected areas.  

The Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH) and its partner UN agencies (UNICEF, WFP, WHO and UNHCR) and 44 
NGOs are scaling up life-saving and preventive nutrition interventions in over 1,800 nutrition sites across the country 
prioritizing the 115 localities affected by the dry spell and using a combination of response modalities. These 
interventions have contributed to saving the lives of thousands of acutely malnourished children and pregnant or 
nursing women and keeping death rates within national and Sphere Standards. While the nutrition sector appreciates 
financial and in-kind contributions from donors, an additional $139 million is needed to prevent further deterioration 
and fill gaps in core supplies, treatment, and prevention and treatment of acute malnutrition, including micronutrient 
supplementation and improving infant and young child feeding practices.   
 
Funding 

The 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) is $50.09 million less funded this year compared to last year. By the 
end of July 2022, the HRP 2022 received $414.1 million, out of a total requirement of $1.94 billion (21.4 per cent 
funded). In comparison, in July 2021, the 2021 HRP was funded at $465 million, out of a total requirement of $1.94 
billion (23.9 per cent funded).  
 
An additional $72.4 million is funded outside the HRP, while in July 2021 this amounted to $147 million. Combined, 
this brings the difference in humanitarian funding in and outside the HRP compared to July 2021 to -$124 million, or -
20 per cent.  
 
The Sudan Humanitarian Fund (SHF) has a current negative balance of -$1.1 million. It has allocated almost $50 
million in the first half of the year, similar to what it allocated in all of 2021. This is a testament to the many 
emergencies, which required lifesaving response funding.  
 
Rainy season and floods 

Since the beginning of the rainy season in June, about 19,409 people (numbers yet to be verified) have been affected 
by heavy rains and flooding so far, mostly in South Kordofan and White Nile, Kassala, and West Darfur state. The 
rainy season usually lasts up to September, with the peak of rains and flooding observed in August-September. In 
2021, about 314,500 people were affected by rains and flooding across Sudan.  
 
 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Sofie Karlsson, Head of Communications and Analysis, OCHA Sudan, karlsson2@un.org, Tel: +249 (0) 912 17 44 56  
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org or Reliefweb  

mailto:karlsson2@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
https://reliefweb.int/country/sdn

