
 
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
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Mother and child walked hand-in-hand next to collapsed houses in Jindires town, north-west Syria. 8 February 2023. 

Credit: OCHA/Mohanad Zayat 

 

Situation Overview 
 
Today, UN Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) Martin Griffiths visited the Turkish side of Bab Al-Hawa, the 
single remaining border-crossing authorized by the Security Council for UN aid delivery to north-west Syria.  
 
Since 2014, the beginning of the cross-border operation, the UN has sent more than 55,000 trucks loaded with 
aid to north-west Syria. Of the four border crossings originally authorized by the Security Council, three crossings 
have been closed - Al-Ramtha (Jordan), Al Yarubiyah (Iraq) and Bab al-Salam (Türkiye).  
 
Mr. Griffiths also visited the UN Transshipment Hub, this morning in Hatay, where he witnessed the 
transshipment and monitoring of 10 trucks loaded with aid provided by the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) prior to setting off to Syria. He also met with staff of the UN Monitoring Mechanism and the 
Logistics Cluster in charge of managing the Hub, many of whom were in Hatay, the most affected Türkish 
province, on the day of the earthquakes.  
 
This is the fourth UN cross-border aid convoy since a 7.7 magnitude earthquake struck Türkiye on 6 February, 
burying people in both Türkiye and Syria under the rubble of collapsed homes. The first cross-border convoy 
since the earthquakes crossed on 9 February, with six trucks, following a three-day temporary disruption from 
damaged key roads. A second convoy of 14 IOM trucks crossed on 10 February, followed by a third convoy the 
next day comprised of 22 trucks loaded with relief items from four UN agencies. The latter included medicines, 
cholera test kits, blankets, hygiene kits and solar lamps.  
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Aftershocks are reportedly continuing in north-west Syria, continuously forcing people to flee their homes. Civil 
defense teams concluded their search and rescue operations on 11 February and have moved towards the 
stage of removing debris and recovering bodies. However, fuel shortages and a lack of machinery and vehicles 
to remove debris are hampering efforts.  
 
More than 4,300 deaths and 7,600 injuries have been reported in north-west Syria as of 12 February. Before the 
earthquakes, humanitarian needs in north-west Syria were already at an all-time high, where 4.1 million people 
depend on humanitarian assistance. 1.8 million people live in camps or self-settled sites with limited or no access 
to water, health services or heating. The impacts of the earthquakes only exacerbate their needs during a cholera 
outbreak and at a time when rain, snow and cold temperatures are common.  
 
There is a great need for tents given that many homes have been destroyed and as many as 11,000 people are 
homeless. More than 7,400 buildings have been partially or fully damaged in the north-west alone. Flooding in 
the village of Al Tlul in Idleb has affected some 1,000 homes, forcing around 7,000 people to evacuate as of 11 
February.  
 
In a video released on 11 February, Mr. Griffiths announced that a funding appeal for Türkiye and Syria will be 
launched shortly. The Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF) has so far received pledged contributions 
aiming to respond to humanitarian needs in north-west Syria including the earthquake response thanks to the 
generous support of France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, the Netherlands, Sweden and the United States of 
America. 
 
This morning, Mr. Griffiths tweeted out: “We have so far failed the people in north-west Syria. They rightly feel 
abandoned. Looking for international help that hasn’t arrived. My duty and our obligation is to correct this failure 
as fast as we can.” 
 
 

Impact, Needs and Response 
 

 

Earthquake-affected areas in north-west Syria and border crossings (Map in PDF) 

https://twitter.com/UNReliefChief/status/1624475713653833728?s=20&t=Qsm-XfOY5-4U6jPiTFoHjg
https://www.unocha.org/syrian-arab-republic/syria-cross-border-humanitarian-fund
https://twitter.com/UNReliefChief/status/1624701773557469184
https://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/northwest-syria-earthquake-affected-areas-and-border-crossings-9-february-2023
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Impact  
 

• According to local authorities, more than 4,300 deaths and 7,600 injuries have been reported in north-
west Syria as of 12 February. The numbers are expected to continue to rise as numerous people 
remain trapped in the debris of collapsed buildings.  

• As of 12 February, more than 1,700 buildings have been completely destroyed and more than 5,700 
buildings have been partially destroyed.  

• The earthquakes affected at least 78 communities and 35 sub-districts in north-west Syria. Residents 
interviewed by the Ataa Humanitarian Relief Association (ATAA) stated that 75 per cent of the 
population in 18 sub-districts in Idlib and Aleppo governorates have been affected, notably the cities of 
Harim, Salqin, Sarmada, and Dana.  

• The district with the highest number of deaths and injuries as of 12 February is Harim, followed by Afrin 
and Jebel Saman.  

 
 
 

Humanitarian needs 
 

• Priority needs include heavy machines for debris removal; medical supplies, including ambulances 
and medicine; shelter and non-food items, including heating; emergency food and WASH assistance. 
 

• Overstretched hospitals and under-resourced health support: The huge number of casualties is 
overwhelming hospitals’ capacities that have limited medical, surgical and intensive care unit (ICU) 
beds. Major power outages have resulted in fuel shortages in hospitals. Hospitals and blood donation 
centers are operating with limited resources.  

✓ While medical structures in the region were already severely lacking before the earthquake, the 
largest two medical organizations in the area, UOSSM and SAMS, reported many of their 
facilities being out of service and evacuated. 

✓ The Health Cluster reported that urgent medical needs in hospitals include serums, gauze 
bandages, painkillers, medical plaster and blood bags. Other urgent needs include fuel for 
generators and heating as well as burial bags. At least 20 hospitals have registered a request 
for blood units. 

✓ At least 57 hospitals and primary health facilities in north-west Syria are partially damaged or 
have suspended their services due to the earthquakes.   

✓ There is a great need for psychological support. Local sources indicate that many civilians are 
suffering from nervous breakdowns. Children, women and the elderly are affected by severe 
shock and panic.  
 

• Limited food: Supplies of daily bread are a primary priority need. 
✓ The World Food Programme (WFP) said it was running out of pre-positioned food stocks. 

 

• Flooding in Al Tlul: The WASH cluster reported on 11 February that the village of Al Tlul, in the 
Salqin subdistrict, witnessed flooding that submerged most houses in the village. 

✓ Some houses in the villages of Hardana, Delbiya, Jakara, and Hamziyeh have also reportedly 
been flooded, affecting approximately 1,000 homes in these villages and forcing around 7,000 
people to evacuate. 

 

• Homelessness: Violet Organization estimated that 100 per cent of buildings were damaged in 
Besnaya-Bseineh and Atma in Idleb governorate, 90 per cent in Armanaz (Idleb) and Atareb (Aleppo), 
80 per cent in Sarmada, Dana, Termanin and Milis (Idlib) and 75 per cent in Jandairis (Aleppo).  

✓ Local authorities indicate that over 11,000 families are now homeless. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/02/1133362
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• Closed and damaged schools: According to the Education Cluster’s needs assessment, 40 per cent 
of 300 reported schools or temporary learning spaces were damaged and require either light repair or 
moderate rehabilitation to be able to function again. It is reported that 14,100 children and 600 teachers 
were affected in these schools. 

✓ The suspension of schools was extended until 18 February by local authorities. At this stage, it 
is unclear when schools can safely open as this requires an assessment of structural damages. 

✓ At least 39 schools are reportedly used as collective shelters.  
✓ Urgent needs shared by education partners include the provision of education supplies, 

continued payment for teachers and rehabilitation of damaged schools. 
 

• Limited water access: Water trucking has reportedly been suspended in Idleb, Jarablue and Atameh 
as of 9 February due to an increase of turbidity in the water source.  

✓ According to local authorities, the most affected areas are suffering from the collapse of central 
water tanks and there is a need for temporary water tanks.  
 

• Protection needed for unaccompanied children: Unaccompanied children, including those who lost 
their parents, are at risk of exploitation including by human traffickers.  
 

• Displacement: Earthquakes and aftershocks have caused ongoing displacement.  
✓ More than 30,000 displacement movements were recorded in north-west Syria between 6 

February and 8 February, according to the Camp Coordination and Camp Management 
(CCCM) Cluster. Departures principally occurred from Jandairis, Salqin and Harim. The main 
locations where displaced people arrived included Dana, Maaret Tamsrin sub-districts. 

 

  
Humanitarian response  
 

 

• UN cross-border aid operation: The UN resumed its cross-border operation on 9 February following 
three days of temporary disruption due to damaged roads. A total of 52 trucks loaded with aid provided 
by five UN agencies have so far crossed to north-west Syria, over a period of four days, since the 
earthquakes.  
 

• On-the-ground response capacity: The response capacity in north-west Syria continues to be dire. 
✓ According to civil defense, only five per cent of reported sites are being covered by search and 

rescue operations. The lack of heavy machines to remove rubble and bad weather conditions 
complicate these efforts. 

✓ Three Early Recovery partners have reportedly conducted rubble removal efforts, particularly 
in the areas of Armanaz, Atareb, Dana, Harim and Salqin. Others have diverted resources to 
search and rescue activities, as well as started re-programming to provide multi-purpose cash 
assistance and survival grants for shops and businesses under pressure. 

✓ The Nutrition Cluster reported that their warehouses and nutrition supplies are intact. Some 
implementing partners have reportedly activated the Rapid Response Team modalities which 
include the distribution of High Energy Biscuits and micronutrients and the provision of 
individual counseling for mothers on breastfeeding during difficult times.  

✓ High-energy biscuits were distributed to 2,000 people by PAC, a UNICEF national partner. 
 

• Assessments: OCHA is tracking more than 40 assessments by partners on needs, response and 
gaps, 35 of which are completed.  

✓ As of 11 February, 12 surveillance teams are reportedly assessing the nutrition situation in 
affected population sites.  
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• Pre-positioned aid in north-west Syria: UN pre-positioned aid is accessible in north-west Syria but 
fails to meet the needs of affected people. Partners have reported that pre-positioned stocks are 
currently in distribution.  

✓ IOM and UNHCR partners have a total stock of 2,000 tents and approximately 1,700 Non-
Food Item (NFI) kits pre-positioned inside north-west Syria. An additional 1,800 NFI kits are 
available through Mercy Corps. The Shelter/Non-Food Item (SNFI) Cluster reported that 10 
partners have distributed more than 900 tents.  

✓ UNHCR report that 1,000 additional tents are available in its warehouse in Gaziantep and 
discussions are ongoing to mobilize regional stock.  

✓ The World Health Organization (WHO) has released supplies stocked in warehouses and has 
supported 16 facilities with close to 700 kits and consumables to care for more than 34,000 
trauma cases. 
 

• Set up of interim shelters: According to the CCCM cluster, at least 20 reception centers have been 
set up in both the Idleb and Aleppo governorates. The Human Appeal reception center in Maaret 
Tamsrin, Idleb, can accommodate up to 1,000 people.  
 

• Distribution of hygiene kits and water: 12,000 people were reportedly supported in Idleb and Aleppo 
with the distribution of hygiene kits and clean drinking water by UNICEF.   

 

• Health support: The Health Cluster is working to establish temporary medical health facilities, deploy 
teams and provide mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS).  

✓ 1,124 people were provided health services and PPE were distributed to health workers by 
UNICEF.  

✓ The Health Cluster reported that more than 546 surgeries were performed in all hospitals for 
most emergency cases supported by NGOs. Additionally, first aid kits were provided to 14 
facilities and 4,000 liters of fuel were provided to six facilities. More than 3,000 units of blood 
were collected and sent to blood banks following six blood donation campaigns.  
 

• Nutrition support: The Nutrition Cluster reported that over 1,200 Children under five years old and 
337 caregivers were reached as of 11 February.  

✓ 614 Children under five years old were screened and at least 22 children were referred to the 
nutrition centers. Some 170 pregnant and lactating women were reached with Infant and Young 
Child Feeding (IYCF) counseling  

 

• Flooding in Al Tlul: As of 11 February, heavy machinery has been deployed by WASH partners to 
open channels and mitigate the flood in Al Tlul.   
 

• Funding: A $25 million grant was released by United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) on 7 February to help “kick-start” the earthquake response.  

✓ A Whole-of-Syria Flash Appeal will be published over the coming days to map gaps, needs, 
and financial requirements for an initial period of three months until 10 May 2023.  

✓ The Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF) has received pledged contributions 
aiming to respond to humanitarian needs in north-west Syria including the earthquake 
response thanks to the generous support of France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, the 
Netherlands, Sweden and the United States of America.  

✓ The pledged contributions to SCHF are worth nearly $50 million, as of 12 February. OCHA 
requests all donors to complete the pending contribution process for funds to be utilized in 
time for an upcoming Reserve Allocation. 

✓ Other UN agencies have activated their internal emergency funds.  
 
Contact 

Madevi Sun-Suon, Public Information Officer - madevi.sun-suon@un.org +90 534 261 6515, OCHA Türkiye in Gaziantep  

https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/un-emergency-fund-releases-us25-million-help-people-affected-earthquake-middle-east#:~:text=(New%20York%2C%207%20February%202023,kick%2Dstart%20the%20humanitarian%20response.
mailto:madevi.sun-suon@un.org

