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Zimbabwe:  

Highlights 
• An estimated 16 percent of the rural population (1.5 

million people) is  expected to be food insecure during 

the peak of the lean season (January to March 2016). 

• Through a joint programme with the government, WFP 

plans to provide food assistance to up to 856,000 

people in 36 districts during this period through cash 

based and in-kind food transfers. 

• 204,611 (104,761 females and 99,850 males) people 

received lean season assistance in October. 

• WFP urgently requires US$ 25.78 million to meet the 

needs of 611,000 people in 28 districts over the next 5 

months. 

Situation Update 
• According to the 2015 rural livelihood assessment 

report produced by the Zimbabwe Vulnerability 

Assessment Committee1 (ZimVAC), an estimated 1.5 

million people, or 16 percent of the rural population, 

will be food insecure during the peak hunger period 

(January – March 2016). This represents a 163 percent 

increase compared to the 2014/15 consumption year. 

• The National Climate Outlook Forum predicts the 

strongest El Niño in 35 years for the 2015/16 

agricultural season, with normal or below normal 

rainfall patterns. Based on historical experiences, this 

will likely result in drier than average conditions and 

another poor performing cropping season in the context 

of significantly reduced regional stocks. 

• The average maize grain price for October 2015 was 

$0.37/kg, which is 132 percent and 119 percent of last 

year’s and the five-year average, respectively.  

WFP Response 
Lean Season Assistance (LSA) 

• With contributions from government, USAID and 

Switzerland, WFP has commenced provision of food 

assistance through food and cash transfers to up to 

856,000 people during the peak of the lean season. 

WFP’s activities will target beneficiaries in 36 food 

insecure districts across 8 Provinces. 

• The government has availed up to 30,000mt of maize 

grain to support 611,000 of the targeted beneficiaries 

through this joint programme, while WFP will be 

responsible for distributing the maize and providing 

complementary cash and/or food transfers.  

• In October, WFP and its partners provided food 

assistance to 204,611 beneficiaries through cash and 

1.5 million people affected by food 
insecurity at the peak of the lean season 
(Jan-March 2016) 

163 percent increase in food insecurity 
from previous season 

WFP plans to assist 856,000 people in 
36 districts during this season, at a cost 
of US$51.55 million. 

Funding Update :  

US$25.78 million required for WFP’s lean 
season response in next 5 months  

Contributions received (30 Oct 2015): 

USAID: US$18.5 million 

UN CERF: US$4.25 million 

Switzerland: US$514,000 

WFP Internal Resources: US$2.4 million 

Zimbabwe: Responding to Humanitarian Needs 

and Strengthening Resilience to Food Insecurity  

Photo: WFP/ Tatenda Macheka 

In numbers 

1A multi-stakeholder committee that coordinates food 
and nutrition security assessment in Zimbabwe 

In Zimbabwe, WFP supports activities that aim 

to develop livelihoods and augment the nutri-

tional status of vulnerable groups, including 

people living with HIV/AIDS, pregnant & nursing 

mothers, and young children, by addressing the 

root causes of food insecurity and under-

nutrition. WFP has had an operational presence 

in the country since 2002. 

Responding to Humanitarian Needs and 

Strengthening Resilience to Food Insecurity  



food transfers of cereals, pulses and vegetable oil 

mainly from the USAID contribution. WFP plans to 

scale up the programme and reach 400,000 

beneficiaries across eight districts by December.  

• WFP is currently undertaking market monitoring 

activities which, combined with a recently 

conducted multi-agency market assessment 

covering 83 percent of the rural districts, will 

inform district targeting for cash based 

interventions as well as cash transfer values for 

development partners and government. 

• In addition to cash and food transfers, WFP is also 

providing complementary training activities on 

nutrition, climate-smart agriculture, and asset 

maintenance aimed at sustaining resilience gains 

achieved through its Productive Asset Creation 

(PAC) programme. For cash recipients, training on 

basic financial literacy will be provided. 

Partnerships 

• WFP is currently testing its Food Security Climate 

Resilience Facility (FoodSECuRE) in Zimbabwe. 

FoodSECuRE is an institutional mechanism to 

finance early action programmatic interventions 

based on climate forecasts.  In Zimbabwe, WFP, in 

partnership with FAO and AGRITEX, will support 

smallholder farmers in Mwenezi district build 

resilience to the potentially negative effects of the 

current El Nino event.  

Resourcing Update 
• USAID has provided  a US$18.5 million 

contribution to the LSA that is being used to 

provide cash based and in-kind transfers to up to 

245,000 people in eight rural districts, (Binga, 

Kariba, Hwange, Zvishavane, Mwenezi, Chiredzi, 

Mudzi and Mbire) starting from September.  

• Contributions from the UN Central Emergency 

Response Fund (US$4.25 million) ,  government of 

Switzerland (US$ 514,000) and WFP internal 

resources (US$2.37 million will cover a portion of 

the joint programme’s associated costs. 

• US$25.78 million are urgently required to cover 

the costs of LSA activities for the next 5 months.  

 

Beyond its lean season response, WFP’s ongoing 

interventions in Zimbabwe include... 

Support to Refugees 

• In October WFP, in partnership with UNHCR and 

Christian Care, provided assistance to 7,399 

refugees in, Tongogara Refugee Camp. The Camp 

currently hosts 7,420 refugees mostly from the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi and 

Rwanda with an average monthly influx of 120 

refugees.  

• Based on the results of market and sectoral 

capacity assessments, starting from January 2016 

refugees in the camp will receive their support 

through cash based transfers.  

Health and Nutrition 

• WFP provides nutritious supplements of Super 

Cereal—a fortified corn-soya blend—for the 

treatment of moderate acute malnutrition to 

malnourished people living with HIV and TB, 

pregnant women, nursing mothers and children 

under five at clinics in Mutasa District, Harare and 

Bulawayo Metropolitan Province. In October, it 

provided this support to some 9,360 people. 

• Under the Scaling Up Nutrition Movement, WFP is 

working with partners in developing nutrition 

informational material to influence practices 

around infant and young child feeding and the 

consumption of diverse and nutrient-rich foods.  

Asset Creation 

• The current cycle of this programme will come to a 

close in November 2015. The programme started 
in July 2015, and targeted 10 priority districts 
(Mwenezi, Mbire, Hwange, Zvishavane, Matobo, 
Rushinga, Mudzi, Kariba, Chiredzi and Binga) 
identified through an Integrated Context Analysis, 
reaching 19,765 participants (translating to 
105,390 beneficiaries). The programme was 
funded through contributions from USAID and the 
Government of Japan. 

• At the end of 2015 cycle, 95 assets will have either 

been rehabilitated or created. These include small 
dams, water harvesting and irrigation schemes, 
nutrition gardens, dip tanks and fish ponds. Assets 
support and strengthen communities’ resilience to 
climate and reduce their dependency on lean 
season assistance. 

Contact: Tinashe Mubaira; Tinashe.Mubaira@wfp.org   

www.wfp.org/countries/zimbabwe            
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As the result of extensive consulta�ons with the government, donors and partners, WFP developed its 2016-2020 Country Strategic 

Plan that consolidates the shi$ from humanitarian assistance only, to an integrated set of ac�vi�es in support of long-term recovery 

and resilience building.  

WFP Operation 

Programme 

Planned 

number of 

people (at 

peak) 

Total  

require-

ments  

6 months 

Total  

received  

(in US$) 

6 month Short-

fall % (US$) 

People Assisted 

Planned 

(October distri-

bution cycle) 

Reached 

(October distri-

bution cycle) 

Lean Season Assistance 856,000 $51,550,000 $25,638,829 50 ($25,774,730) 400,000 204,611 

Productive Asset Crea-

tion (2015 Cycle) 
100,000 $7,405,671 $7,405,671 0 100,000 74,800 

Refugees 10,000 $2,013,158 $400,000 80 ($1,613, 158) 7,420 7,399 

Health and Nutrition 26,000 $807,295 0 100 ($807,295) 9,356 9,387 


