
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND  
 

Between April 222nd and 25th 2022, conflict escalated in 

West Darfur. Brutal attacks on the town of Kreinik’s and 

surrounding villages led to major civilian casualties and 

destruction. Reports indicate that 165 to 200 people were 

killed, including at least 21 children. Armed violence 

affected 16 villages across Kreinik locality, including five 

that were completely burnt down and looted. Terrorised 

population was forced to flee, mainly into Kreinik town.  As 

of May 5th 2022, reports estimate that more than 86,700 

people have been forcibly displaced and are seeking shelter 

in the makeshift settlements of Kreinik gathering sites. 

Most families affected by the recent conflict in Kreinik town 

had been displaced in a previous episode of violence in 

December 2021. At that time, conflict in Kreinik had killed 

more than 65 people and displaced more than 58,000 

people. A large number of the town’s shelters and 

neighbourhood had also been burnt and partially burnt.  

The attacks in Kreinik occurred in the backdrop of renewed 

conflict in the broader Darfur region. In 2021 already 

422,000 people were displaced by conflict in Darfur.  

during the year. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

METHODOLOGY NOTE 

As part of its Rapid Response 

Mechanism (RRM), the Norwegian 

Refugee Council (NRC) conducted a 

field assessment in Kreinik town, 

West Darfur in the immediate 

aftermath of the attacks (April 30th-

May 2nd). This brief summarises the 

findings. The following steps were 

taken: 

 On site rapid needs 

assessment through Key 

Informant Interviews with 

community leaders, the 

Humanitarian Assistance 

Commission’s (HAC) 

commissioner, different youth, 

and community groups,  

 On site rapid market 

assessment, involving local 

merchants  

 Using contextualised Rapid 

Response Mechanism (RRM) 

tools  

Recommended further reading: 

NRC also contributed to an 

interagency assessment report 

titled ”West Darfur – 

Humanitarian mission report, 

Kreinik town - 30 April and 4 

May”. 
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Kreinik and Al Geneina map, copyright OCHA 

https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-tens-thousands-flee-after-deadly-attacks-west-darfur
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-inter-communal-conflict-kereneik-ag-geneina-west-darfur-flash-update-no-04-9-may
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/04/1117212
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/DTM_Sudan_Emergency_Event_Tracking__Kereneik_Kereneik_Town_West_Darfur_Update_007.pdf
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/DTM_Sudan_Emergency_Event_Tracking__Kereneik_Kereneik_Town_West_Darfur_Update_007.pdf
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/EET%20Kereneik%2C%20West%20Darfur%20%28Update%20004%29_0.pdf
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/EET%20Kereneik%2C%20West%20Darfur%20%28Update%20004%29_0.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2022/comingsoon/
https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2022/comingsoon/


 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS  

(As of May 2nd 2022. Please note situation may have 
changed since. ) 

Food security. Food was the top priority needs across 

the displacement sites in Kreinik. There was a 

combination of widespread use of coping strategies 

by displaced household including but not limited to 

begging for food, taking debts use of burnt grains and 

food like Asida (a lump of doe), and reliance on one 

type of food.   

Shelter/Non Food Items. A higher proportion of 

households are living in “critical” shelter (often in the 

open, makeshift shelters, schools and repurposed shelters). Household raised concerns regarding 

the upcoming raining seasons, given the poor living conditions. Collective sites are over-congested 

some without partitioning or fences while new displaced people continue to be received. There was 

also a direct correlation to the shelter types and livelihood. Lack of livelihood and income sources 

makes it difficult for some of the households to use good quality local materials like reeds. Those 

staying in the open preferred using blankets or donkey carts. Most of IDPs household lacked NFIs, 

these were burned down or looted.  

 

Water, Sanitation, Hygiene. There was a high reliance on purchased water, both for drinking and 

domestic usage. The majority of key informant interviews mentioned that they are fetching water 

from the “valley”. It costed 50 SDG to purchase one jerrycan of 20 litres and about 500 SDG for 

about 100 litres tank. Shortages in both drinking and non-drinking water was common pattern in all 

the IDPs sites assessed. Majority of all sites lacked adequate latrines and open defection mostly 

among children was common. Some few sites had latrines, but these were full and needed 

desludging.  

Education. None of the sites visited had a 

functional school including non-formal 

education. Most of the schools are being used by 

IDPs for shelter purposes. It is estimated that 

close to 11,000 children who had been enrolled 

in various classes were out of school. Another 

reason for non-attendance was security. Some 

schools are located outside Kreinik town, but 

parents felt that there was no good security to 

allow children attend school. Some KII reported 

that children were either injured or maimed. 

About 6 teachers were reported as killed.    

Livelihoods. There was limited livelihood opportunities in the gathering sites. These were constrained 

by insecurity, as it limited IDPs ability to go outside the town. Disruption of livelihood also impact 

unskilled wage labour and trading. The market was attacked and many shops and goods were burnt 

or looted. It was therefore only partially operational and most of the shops were closed. Traders had 

not restocked for about a week at the time of the assessment time, mainly due to fear of further 

attacks, and looting risks on the Kreinik and Al Geneina road. 

Donkey cart used as shelter, Army Site, May 2nd 2022 

“Recycled” Asida (doe) to feed a family, May 1st 2022 



Protection. Post event observation highlight that shelter and 

settlements offered limited dignity to those displaced. There was 

no gender-segregated latrines and in-kind NFIs assistance lacked 

gender-specific items (i.e. sanitary and dignity kits for women). 

Tracing and specific follow-up of unaccompanied and orphan 

children and for people with special needs was pointed as an 

issue. Child protection was of great concern, with at least 8,000 

children at risk of abuse and feeling unsafe, due to current 

situation of living in congested sites where children are unable to 

play. 

Health. Although NRC is not a health actor, field teams could 

observe psychological distress among survivors of the attacks. 

Major concerns were raised on the health risks associated with the 

lack of food provision and water supply. Importantly, Kreinik 

hospital had been affected by the attacks, with three people, 

including two medical workers killed. The pharmacy was also 

looted.  

SITE ESTIMATIONS  

The table below summarises the findings on the 

population data alongside field situation findings in the 

assessed displacement sites. The profiled beneficiaries 

were a total of 8,274 households, including 23,847 

female and 8,617 male individuals, as depicted in the 

table below. This information was collected through key 

informant interviews and indicate estimates. Population 

in the host communities and/or surrounding villages 

were not assessed due to security reasons. During the 

three-day initial assessment, NRC visited 14 

displacement sites.  

Name of the Site  Number 

of HHs  

Number of 

individuals  

Female Male 

Army site  5000 20000 15000 5000 

Resistance Committee site 62 141 97 44 

Youth Centre site 30 150 110 40 

Nour Elmaref School- West 100 500 350 150 

Prosecution Office 150 618 400 218 

Zakat Office 100 430 280 150 

Kereneik Basic School for boys 600 3000 2200 800 

Nour Elmaref School- East 100 500 380 120 

Geel Basic School 95 450 260 190 

 Basic School Girls 1900 6000 4300 1700 

Nour Elmaref Secondary School- Private school 50 250 180 70 

Women Union 12 50 30 20 

Teacher Guest house 25 125 90 35 

Health System 50 250 170 80 

TOTAL  8,274 32,464 23,847 8,617 

 

  

TESTIMONY  

“Here they burnt us. They burnt 
everything that was here in our 
village. Also towards the wadi, 
where our crops are, they burnt 
and looted everything. It is so 
sad”  

Anonymized quote from a 

survivor, reporting senseless 

levels of violence, including 

deliberate killing and 

indiscriminate violence. Eight of 

his relatives were killed in his 

house.  

 

Site assessment and verification, April 30th 2022 

https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/sudan-hospitals-attacked-west-darfur


 

MARKET ASSESSMENT – MAIN FINDINGS 

NRC conducted a key informant interview targeting 11 big merchants/traders in Kreinik locality, most 

of them were retail shops.   

Payment mode. Nine of these shops and traders interviewed 

preferred the use of cash as a mode of payment for the goods 

they sell, two were accepting debts. Interviews with traders 

highlighted that most of the retail shops and market was burnt 

down, completely looted, or damaged and while others partially 

damaged. The most affected were the small business owners 

who were selling in the open and locked their items in metallic 

cabinets. 

Restocking. Most of the stocks were purchased in Al Geneina 

market. Only few restocked directly from Khartoum and North 

Darfur. The vast majority estimated that that restocking capacity 

has been affected, mostly because of insecurity. This is because 

restocking requires merchants to move between Kreinik and Al 

Geneina road which is unsafe. Potential armed people or groups on the road and fear of another 

round of conflict were cited as a major obstacle. Other factors like not having enough money to stock, 

blocked roads and high prices were considered marginally low in determining capacity to restock.  

Available food commodities. The top commodities sold in Kreinik market were mentioned to be sugar, 

vegetable oil, flour, lentils, and bar soaps. Most of all interviewed did not have stocking capacity for 

the main commodities and estimated that existing stocks would be completed in the next 3 to 4 days. 

The majority of those interviewed said they will need more than 2 weeks to restock the commodities 

in the event of increased demand. Majority are contemplating between restocking and repairing 

damaged shops. Those whose shops were looted mentioned that they lacked the financial means to 

do both.  

Prices. All respondents interviewed mentioned that prices of the 

commodities had increased since the conflict. The majority did not expect 

that prices would be reasonably stable in the next few weeks. At the time 

of the assessment, 100% customers did not have purchasing powers, 

and most were taking items on debt, jeopardising the financial capacity 

of merchants to restock. In order of priority, most merchants were 

planning to use increase in prices, restocking with lower quality products, 

and stocking only basic items as the strategies or coping mechanism for 

the price’s fluctuation and supply chain disruptions.  

Access to markets. All merchants felt that people were not able to access 

the market safely due to the volatile nature of the context. The top three 

potential obstruction of market were armed attacks, insecurity, and 

clashes. Most people access the market on foot while lesser share 

through donkeys and horses.  According to key informant interviews, 75% 

of people access the markets within 15 minutes to 1 hour and about 25% 

between 1 to 2 hours mainly those living in villages surrounding Kreinik.  

Availability and quality of goods. Most emergency supply items, such as quality plastic sheets, plastic 

jerrycans, floor mats, and blankets were not in stock or easily available at the local market level. 

These must be purchased in Al Geneina, although some merchants also mentioned Khartoum. They 

also highlighted that these products are periodically sold during the market days and that availability 

Burnt shops Kreinik market, May 1st 2022 

Kreinik market, May 1st 2022 



and prices depended on the season (i.e. rainy season). A variety of clothes (adults and children) were 

seen being sold by merchants whose shops were not looted or burned. The main difficulties to supply 

all the needed NFIs and food commodities in large quantity were due to lack of store/warehouse and 

insecurity.  

Supply chains and stability of supply. At the time of the assessment, it was estimated that the markets 

and supply chain could not meet an increased demand, both in terms of quality and quantity of food 

and non-food items. Most merchants felt that the supply chain would likely break in the next few 

weeks to months, particularly due to insecurity in the area. In any case, most of the merchants 

needed to repair damaged or burned shops to keep their items safely. This requires construction 

materials which are higher in prices in comparison to commodities they were selling. With a broken 

supply chain, high cost of repairs and limited sources of livelihood it’s unlikely for these traders to 

resume normal activities in the next three to four months without support. This is because some felt 

they would have to use savings or profit gains to source construction materials (which required higher 

investment in capital), instead of restocking. Most are still in limbo in regards to continued operations 

unless the security condition improves.  

 
The Norwegian Refugee Council is an independent humanitarian organisation helping people forced 

to flee. Our overall objective in Sudan is to contribute to the survival, protection and dignity of conflict- 

and displacement-affected people while helping them to achieve durable solutions.  

Rapid Response Mechanism: After a shock, NRC dispatches field team to affected area as early as 

possible to survey needs and lead/contribute to a rapid response until a longer term solution can be 

found, in coordination with other humanitarian partners 

 

 

 

Recommendations  

 Urgently scale up humanitarian response and resources to Kreinik to meet minimum 

humanitarian standards and the depth of needs; 

 Support and increase local mediation process between communities to help manage 

armed violence; 

 Encourage authorities to secure roads to Kreinik for all, to ensure safe and free 

passage of humanitarian assistance, the civilian population and the private sector, 

rather than require armed escorts; 

 Support market/economic recovery in conflict-affected areas, by supporting hyper-

local procurement and supply chain options as possible. 

This document covers humanitarian aid activities implemented with the financial assistance of the European Union. 

The views expressed herein should not be taken, in any way, to reflect the official opinion of the European Union, and 

the European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains. 


