
 
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

 

 
A UN aid convoy crossed from Türkiye to north-west Syria using the Bab Al-Salam border crossing for the first time 
since 2020. 14 February 2023. Photo credit: HFOs 

 

Situation Overview 
 
Humanitarian access from Türkiye to north-west Syria expanded with the opening of Bal Al-Salam and Al Ra’ee 
border crossings on 14 February for an initial period of three months. This decision was welcomed by the UN 
Secretary-General in a statement released the previous day, noting that it “will allow more aid to go in, faster” as 
the toll of the February 6 earthquakes “continues to mount.” 
 
Over 4,400 deaths and more than 8,600 injuries have been reported in north-west Syria as of 13 February as 
search and rescue efforts concluded earlier this week. More than 57,000 displacements were recorded in the 
area from 6 February to 13 February. 
 
The UN is scaling up its cross-border aid operation to reach more people in need. Today, a UN aid convoy, 
comprised of 11 trucks with aid provided by the International Organization for Migration (IOM), crossed through 
Bab Al-Salam to north-west Syria for the first time since it was closed by the Security Council in 2020. On the 
same day, 26 trucks loaded with aid provided by IOM, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and the World Health Organization (WHO) crossed through Bab Al-Hawa, the most utilized border-
crossing for UN aid delivery. 
 
Since 2014, the beginning of the cross-border operation, the UN has sent more than 55,000 trucks loaded with 
aid to north-west Syria. A total of four border crossings in Jordan (Al-Ramtha), Iraq (Al Yarubiyah) and Türkiye 
(Bab Al-Salam and Bab Al-Hawa) were originally authorized by the Security Council.  
 

Earthquakes: North-west Syria 
Flash Update No. 8 

As of 14 February 2023  

https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/02/1133437
https://twitter.com/UNReliefChief/status/1625530963689078784
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Al-Ramtha and Al Yarubiyah were shut down by the Council in 2018 and 2019 respectively. Unlike Bab Al-Hawa, 
which is authorized under Security Council resolution 2672 until 10 July 2023, Bal Al-Salam and Al Ra’ee border 
crossings can now be used by the UN without authorization from the Council. 
 
The UN and humanitarian partners are also calling for US$397.6 million in a Flash Appeal launched on 14 
February to “ensure assistance” to 4.9 million people with the “most urgent humanitarian needs” in Syria. At least 
8.8 million people in the country have been affected by the earthquake. Almost 3 million people in Idleb 
Governorate have also been affected. 
 
The Appeal aims to cover an initial period of three months from February to May 2023 and complements the 
2022-2023 Syria Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP). Even prior to the earthquakes, the humanitarian response 
has largely faced chronic underfunding. All clusters covering north-west Syria were underfunded by the end of 
2022 and 48 per cent response funding gap was identified in the last quarter. 
 
The Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF) has so far received pledged contributions aiming to respond 
to humanitarian needs in north-west Syria including the earthquake response thanks to the generous support of 
France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, the Netherlands, Sweden and the United States of America.  
 
 

Impact, Needs and Response 
 

 

Three border crossings are now opened for UN aid delivery as of 14 February 2023: Bab Al-Hawa, Bab Al-Salam 

and Al Ra’ee.  

 

http://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2672(2023)
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-earthquake-flash-appeal-humanitarian-programme-cycle-february-may-2023
https://humanitarianaction.info/plan/1088
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/northwest-syria-funding-gap-analysis-october-december-2022
https://unocha.org/syrian-arab-republic/syria-cross-border-humanitarian-fund#:~:text=The%20Syria%20Cross-border%20Humanitarian,deliver%20humanitarian%20assistance%20inside%20Syria.
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Impact  
 

 

• Close to 4,400 deaths and more than 8,600 injuries have been reported in north-west Syria, as of 13 
February, according to the Health cluster. The numbers are expected to continue to rise as numerous 
people remain trapped in the debris of collapsed buildings.  

• As of 12 February, more than 1,700 buildings have been completely destroyed and more than 6,300 
buildings have been partially destroyed.  

• The earthquakes affected at least 96 communities and 35 sub-districts in north-west Syria. 

• The districts with the highest number of deaths and injuries as of 14 February are Harim, followed 
by Afrin and Jebel Saman.  

 
 

Humanitarian needs 
 

• Priority needs include heavy machines for debris removal; medical supplies, including ambulances 
and medicine; shelter and non-food items, including heating; emergency food and WASH assistance. 
 

• According to a rapid needs assessment conducted by REACH, 76 per cent of the 604 assessed 
communities have been directly impacted by the earthquakes in terms of damage and/or service 
disruption. 45 per cent reported the presence of new arrivals of internally displaced people (IDPs) since 
the earthquakes. 

•  
✓ At least 80,900 displaced persons were reported in the Darkosh sub-district in western Idleb – 

the highest number of arrivals in a sub-district.  
✓ Shelter was the most commonly reported number one priority need for displaced populations in 

the assessment, followed by multi-purpose cash and winterization needs.  
✓ At least 49,878 households are in need of tents and/or emergency shelter at collective centres 

in the 225 of communities assessed.  
✓ At least 88,108 households are in need of mattresses, high thermal blankets, and clothing in 

the 240 communities assessed.  
 

• Overstretched hospitals and under-resourced health support: The huge number of casualties is 
overwhelming hospitals’ capacities that have limited medical, surgical and intensive care unit (ICU) 
beds. Major power outages have resulted in fuel shortages in hospitals. Hospitals and blood donation 
centers are operating with limited resources.  

✓ While medical structures in the region were already severely lacking before the earthquake, the 
largest two medical organizations in the area, UOSSM and the Syrian American Medical 
Society (SAMS), reported many of their facilities being out of service and evacuated. 

✓ According to the Health Cluster, at least 52 health facilities have been partially or fully 
damaged. 

✓ There is a great need for psychological support. Local sources indicate that many civilians are 
suffering from nervous breakdowns. Children, women and the elderly are affected by severe 
shock and panic.  
 

• Shelter needs and homelessness: The Shelter and Non-Food Items (SNFI) Cluster is continuing to work 
on damage and needs assessments in the most affected locations. Local authorities indicate that over 
11,000 families are now homeless. 

✓ Around 280,000 individuals in north-west Syria are currently estimated to be directly affected by 
the earthquakes and are in immediate need of shelter and/or NFI assistance. The most urgent 
needs are tents, shelter kits, NFI kits, basic and winter clothing, and heating fuel.   
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✓ Violet Organization estimated that 100 per cent of buildings were damaged in Besnaya-Bseineh 
and Atma in Idleb governorate, 90 per cent in Armanaz (Idleb) and Atareb (Aleppo), 80 per cent 
in Sarmada, Dana, Termanin and Milis (Idlib) and 75 per cent in Jandairis (Aleppo). 

 

• Limited food: A decrease in availability of some food items, including canned foods and flour, have 
been reported by Food Security & Livelihoods (FSL) partners.  

 

• Closed and damaged schools: Local authorities reported that at least 270 schools were damaged by 
the earthquakes. At least 626 pupils died and 1,041 were injured in aftermath of the earthquakes. 

✓ The suspension of schools was extended until 18 February by local authorities. At this stage, it 
is unclear when schools can safely open as this requires an assessment of structural damages. 

✓ Urgent needs shared by education partners include psychosocial support for teachers and 
pupils, the provision of education supplies, continued payment for teachers and the 
rehabilitation of damaged schools. 

 

• Protection needed for unaccompanied children: Unaccompanied children, including those who lost 
their parents, are at risk of exploitation including by human traffickers.  
 

• Displacement: Earthquakes and aftershocks have caused ongoing displacement.  
✓ More than 57,000 displacements were registered from 6 February to 13 February after the 

earthquakes,  
✓ Departures principally occurred from Jindires, Salqin and Harim. The main locations where 

displaced people arrived are Dana, Salqin and Maaret Tamsrin sub-districts. 
 

 

  
Humanitarian response  
 

 

• UN cross-border aid operation: The UN resumed its cross-border operation on 9 February following 
three days of temporary disruption due to damaged roads connecting Gaziantep to the UN 
Transshipment Hub in Hatay.  

✓ As of 14 February, a total of 95 trucks loaded with aid provided by six UN agencies (IOM, 
UNHCR, UNFPA, UNICEF, WFP, WHO) have so far crossed to north-west Syria since the 
earthquakes.  

✓ As of 14 February, three border-crossing points are opened for UN aid delivery: Bab Al-Hawa, 
Bab Al-Salam and Al Ra’ee. 

✓ On 14 February, the first aid convoy crossed to north-west Syria through Bab Al-Salam since 
2020. The convoy was comprised of 11 trucks carrying non-food items provided by IOM. 

 

• Rubble removal and rehabilitation efforts have been initiated by seven Early Recovery and 
Livelihoods (ERL) partners. Partners have also started to rehabilitate roads and remove debris to 
ensure access to affected sites/communities.  

✓ The ERL cluster is coordinating with the Health and Education clusters to identify damaged 
health and education facilities that require rehabilitation. 
 

• Assessments: OCHA is tracking more than 55 assessments by partners on needs, response and 
gaps.  

✓ As of 11 February, 12 surveillance teams are reportedly assessing the nutrition situation in 
affected population sites.  

✓ The Education cluster is developing a rapid needs assessment tool with partners. 
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• Pre-positioned aid in north-west Syria: UN pre-positioned aid is accessible in north-west Syria but 
fails to meet the needs of affected people. Partners have reported that pre-positioned stocks are 
currently in distribution.  

✓ UNHCR has distributed 900 tents and IOM  which were pre-positioned in north-west Syria prior 
to the earthquakes.   

✓ IOM has distributed 1,150 tents and 1,735 NFI kits which were pre-positioned in north-west 
Syria prior to the earthquakes.   

✓ 4,500 NFI kits and 1,000 tents will be sent from the Gaziantep warehouse by UNHCR to north-
west Syria by 14 February.  

✓ UNFPA has pre-positioned 67,000 dignity kits in north-west Syria and distribution is on-going. 
✓ Other pre-positioned items include hygiene kits (which can support up to 9 million people) and 

water purification tablets (which can support up to 500,000 people) 
 

• Set up of interim shelters: According to the CCCM cluster, at least 20 reception centers have been 
set up in both the Idleb and Aleppo governorates. The Human Appeal reception center in Maaret 
Tamsrin, Idleb, can accommodate up to 1,000 people.  
 

• Food: The Food Security and Livelihoods (FSL) cluster is providing a first-line response to the food 
needs of people affected by the earthquakes, including with ready-to-eat food, cooked meals and multi-
purpose cash.  

✓ As of February 14, a total of 123,673 people in north-west Syria have been assisted with ready-
to-eat rations by FSL cluster partners, mainly in Jandairis, Salqin, Al-Attarib, and Dana. 

✓ 76,459 cooked meals have been provided, including 35,920 in Jandairis and 3,280 in Harim). 
✓ 69,350 people received one-off multi-purpose cash grants, including 18,665 in Harim and 

14,605 in Jindires. 
✓ WFP through its cooperating partners has resumed General food distribution. 
✓ Partners are scaling up to provide hot meals to affected people in Azaz and areas surrounding 

Jindires, and expanding bakery support programmes to cover Harim, Salqin and Jindires. 
 

• Health support: The Health cluster is working to establish temporary medical health facilities, deploy 
teams and provide mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS).  

✓ 1,124 people were provided health services and PPE were distributed to health workers by 
UNICEF.  

✓ The Health Cluster reported that more than 546 surgeries were performed in all hospitals for 
most emergency cases supported by NGOs. Additionally, first aid kits were provided to 14 
facilities and 4,000 liters of fuel were provided to six facilities. More than 3,000 units of blood 
were collected and sent to blood banks following six blood donation campaigns.  
 

• Nutrition response: The Nutrition cluster reported that over 4,830 children under five years old and 
2,309 caregivers were reached from 7 to 12 February.  

✓ 4,830 children under five years old were screened, of which 762 were referred to the nutrition 
centres. 

✓ 75 children with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) cases were reached with ready-to-use 
therapeutic food provided by UNICEF, and 142 children with Moderate Acute Malnutrition 
(MAM) cases were reached with ready-to-use supplementary food.  

✓ 2,309 pregnant and lactating women were screened, of which 544 were referred to the nutrition 
centres. 

✓ 1,524 children under five years old and pregnant and lactating women were reached with high-
energy biscuits. 1,653 children and 1,263 pregnant and lactating women were reached with 
micronutrients. 

 

• Funding: A $25 million grant was released by United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) on 7 February to help “kick-start” the earthquake response.  

https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/un-emergency-fund-releases-us25-million-help-people-affected-earthquake-middle-east#:~:text=(New%20York%2C%207%20February%202023,kick%2Dstart%20the%20humanitarian%20response.
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✓ The Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF) has received pledged contributions 
aiming to respond to humanitarian needs in north-west Syria including the earthquake 
response thanks to the generous support of France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, the 
Netherlands, Sweden and the United States of America.  

✓ The pledged contributions to SCHF are worth nearly $50 million, as of 12 February. OCHA 
request all donors to complete the pending contribution process for funds to be utilized in 
time for an upcoming Reserve Allocation. 

✓ Other UN agencies have activated their internal emergency funds.  
 

To contribute to the Syria Cross-border Humanitarian Fund (SCHF), please click here.  
 

Contact 

Madevi Sun-Suon, Public Information Officer - madevi.sun-suon@un.org +90 534 261 6515, OCHA Türkiye in Gaziantep  

https://crisisrelief.un.org/turkiye-syria-earthquake-appeal
mailto:madevi.sun-suon@un.org

