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 The situation in Pakistan has deteriorated in the past two months. On 9 March, President Musharraf called the 
Chief Justice (CJ), Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry, to the military headquarters and suspended him over allegations of 
misconduct and misuse of authority – e.g. the appointment of his son to the senior police service. The case was 
submitted to the highest judicial body, the Supreme Judicial Council (SCJ), but on 7 May the Supreme Court, acting on 
23 petitions filed, suspended the SCJ’s proceedings against Chaudry. While, in principle, accepting the government’s 
plea the Supreme Court proposed that a full bench should decide on the petitions challenging the composition of the 
SCJ. Chaudry’s suspension has unexpectedly led to an outcry amongst lawyers; thousands of lawyers and members of 
the opposition parties protested on the streets in major cities demanding the president’s resignation. These protests 
continued for weeks and were particularly strong during hearing sessions of the SCJ. Lawyers and opposition 
politicians claim that the president’s move was motivated by the CJ’s bold ruling against the privatization of the state-
owned steel mill and his inquiries into some 141 disappearance cases (some concerning Baloch activists). 
Constitutional lawyers further argue that the suspension has undermined the independence of the judiciary (which is 
crucial in case the president’s rule is legally challenged in the future) and that the president could have only 
suspended the CJ after an inquiry and recommendation by the SCJ. On 22 March, Rana Bhagwandas, a Hindu popular 
for his uprightness, was nominated as interim CJ.  

  Officially, the general elections remain scheduled for late 2007 or early 2008. According to a statement by the 
prime minister on 23 April, the president will be re-elected by the incumbent parliament before the elections. 
Speculations about a political alliance between Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) and the president were further 
fed by Bhutto’s acknowledgement that secret talks with the government have taken place and that she was intending 
to return home by the end of the year. The closure in April of a special cell of the National Accountability Bureau 
investigating Bhuttos’ assets abroad has been taken as an indication that the corruption charges against Bhutto might 
be dropped to facilitate her return from exile. In a deal with Musharraf, which could only be struck after the 
amendment of certain laws, Bhutto hopes to become prime minister. Analysts believe that the military is unlikely to 
support such a deal and that it would undermine Bhutto’s democratic credentials. The opposition parties’ Alliance for 
the Restoration of Democracy has lost validity after misgivings developed among Sharif’s PML-N over the disclosure 
of a secret deal between Musharraf and PPP’s Benazir Bhutto. 

  The relationship with its long-standing ally, the US, remains strained as the US keeps accusing Pakistan of 
harboring Taliban fighters involved in the war in Afghanistan. Pakistan continues to reject such accusations. Threats 
from the newly elected US democratic congress of cutting or putting conditions on aid to Pakistan, have further 
complicated the matter. President Musharraf keeps being caught between satisfying US demands for tougher action 
against foreign Taliban and Al Qaeda fighters on Pakistani territory and containing radical anti-US Islamists at home. 
The relationship with Afghan President Karzai is frosty and Afghanistan has raised strong objections against 
Pakistan’s fencing of the common border. Surprisingly, the presidents of the two countries met in Turkey for talks on 
30 April and 1 May and agreed to strengthen cooperation on combating terrorism. Relations with Iran are also 
tainted. Iran has started building a wall along its border with Pakistan to stop illegal border crossings. The 
relationship with India, on the other hand, is stable and peace dialogue on Kashmir and other pending issues are 
continuing. Pakistan’s  ties with China are still very good.  

 

 Religious Islamist activists and groups have stepped up anti-vice campaigns in urban areas. On 29 March, 
female students of the Jamia Hafsa madrassa (religious school) in Islamabad freed an alleged female brothel owner 
and her daughter-in-law after the latter publicly promised to refrain from immoral acts. In a public address on 6 April, 
cleric Maulana Abdul Aziz of the Red Mosque (Lal Masjid) in Islamabad called for the establishment of Islamic courts 
in the capital, and the closure of video, music shops and brothels. His statement about using suicide bombers if his 
movement was suppressed, was later toned down when he declared he was open for negotiations with the 
government and did not want any bloodshed. On 10 April, its so-called Islamic court issued a fatwa (religious decree) 
against the female Tourist Minister Nilofar Bakhtiar for hugging a French parachute instructor during a charity event. 
The government is currently holding negotiations with religious activists and has deliberately refrained from violently 
cracking down on them. On 15 April, several thousand people mobilized by the Pro-Musharraf Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement (MQM) gathered in Karachi to protest against these anti-vice campaigns. 

  Overall economic development is stable with a growth rate of over six percent. The current account deficit is 
expected to widen in the months to come. On 20 March, the president formally inaugurated the Gwadar deep seaport 
in Balochistan Province, which was constructed with Chinese support. The port is an important economic hub and of 
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strategic military importance to both Pakistan and China. It was constructed largely without consulting the Baloch 
people. Attacks on private and government installations by Baloch insurgents continued during the last two months in 
Balochistan. 

 

 The Pakistani establishment faces increasing hostility from radical armed Islamists, particularly in the North 
West Frontier Province (NWFP) (see map). On 28 April, the Interior minister was among 50 people injured and over 30 

people died in a suicide attack at a public meeting in Charsadda, NWFP. A few days 
earlier, there was a rocket attack against the Taliban-friendly leader of the religious 
party JUI-F, Maulana Fazlur Rehman. The attack is probably linked to an Ulema 
Convention organized by JUI-F on 17 April, during which clerics condemned suicide 
bombings and the forceful enforcement of Shariat (Islamic law). As part of their 
“Talibanization” drive, pro-Taliban militants have continued to target barbers and 
music shops, and killed government officials, security personnel or civilians accused 
of spying for the government at regular intervals in the southern parts of NWFP and 
in Quetta, Balochistan. On 26 March, police entered into a gun-battle with militants 
in Tank, NWFP, in which six people were killed. The battle ensued after militants 
tried to pick up students from a private high school for training in suicide bombing. 
Earlier in March, local Taliban had already abducted school children for such 
trainings in Tank, NWFP. On 28 March, another three persons died in a battle 
between security forces and militants in Tank, South Waziristan. 

  On 6 March, local Ahmadzai Waziri tribesmen lead by Taliban Commander Maulvi Nazir started clashing with 
foreign fighters linked to al Qaeda, who have settled in South Waziristan over the past years. With the help of the 
Pakistani army, Maulvi Nazir’s men killed or injured about 200 Uzbek militants, but lost 25 of their own fighters 
during the clashes that lasted until mid-April. Clashes reportedly erupted after local militant commanders launched a 
campaign against foreigners in North Waziristan in response to the Uzbeks’ attempt to kill a pro-government tribal 
elder. Fighting subsided as the Uzbeks, reportedly more than a thousand, left the Wazir tribal area and took shelter in 
Mirali town of North Waziristan. Later, tribesmen and clerics reached a peace deal with the government, according to 
which the government should re-establish its grip over the area and ensure law and order. The government has an 
interest in demonstrating that the peace deals struck with tribal elders in the Waziristans in 2004 and 2006 are an 
effective way of tackling cross-border fighting of Taliban in Afghanistan; although anti-foreigner campaigns in South 
Waziristan were not equally targeted at Arab and Afghan foreigners residing there. Through the events in South 
Waziristan, the government managed to divide local militants and foreign jihadis but risked further empowering local 
Taliban leaders. Similar to the previous Waziristan deals, the government struck a new peace deal with tribal elders in 
Bajaur agency in NWFP on 26 March. 

  In the first and second week of April, several dozens of people were killed and many more injured in fierce 
fighting between Sunni and Shiite Muslims in the Kurram Tribal Region, NWFP. After a truce was struck in Kurram 
agency, Shiite-Sunni clashes in Dera Ismail Khan, NWFP, claimed another five lives. On 15 and 16 March, at least 11 
people were killed in clashes between the religious groups Lashkar-i-Islam (which maintains links with Awami 
National Party) and Ansar-ul-Islam (linked to JUI-F) in the Tirah valley of Khyber tribal region, NWFP. Violence started 
over the airing of religious programs through illegal FM radio stations and has caused over 160 deaths since January 
last year. 

 

 Internal instability in Pakistan will increase as President Musharraf faces pressure from various sides. The 
stand-off between the higher judiciary and the president will continue until the former decides on the case of the CJ in 
the coming months. There will be increasing power struggles as the president (and his PML-Q party) undertakes 
political re-alignments to secure his position. While an alliance with Sharif’s PML-N is out of question, a deal with 
Bhutto’s PPP could expand the president’s power base but would also threaten his currently good ties with the MQM. 
Public anti-vice campaigns voiced by religious activists are expected to decrease, while armed violence and 
“Talibanization” in the NWFP and Balochistan will continue. A US-led war in Iran continues to be seen as a regional 
threat. While international pressure on Pakistan to curb “cross-border terrorism” will continue, there are hardly any 
international calls for the democratization of Pakistan. 


