
 

 

 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

 Season: Kiribati is currently in Wet season, AU MEANG (Nov-April). 
 

 ENSO Status: Neutral  

 Drought Highlights based on rainfall records:  

 Butaritari , Beru and Kirimati  were in drought  for the 3 and 6 
months while Butaritari remains in drought for the 12 month. 

 Tarawa, and Kanton were in warnings for 3 month and 6 month except Kanton currently in 
watch for 6 month. 

(Drought in 3, 6, 12, 36, 48 month means the accumulated rainfall over the last 3, 6, 12, 36, 48 months was below 
the lowest 10% of the historical records). 
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Definitions 
 
WATCH: rainfall generally within 
the lowest 40% but excluding 
the lowest 25% of the historical 
record; 
  
WARNING: rainfall generally 
within the lowest 25% but ex-
cluding the lowest 10% of the 
historical record;  
 
DROUGHT: rainfall at or below 
the lowest 10% of the historical 
record. Drought breaks when 
rainfall is above the lowest 40%;  
 
EASING: still in drought but 
rainfall has risen above the low-
est 25% of the historical record;  
 
NORMAL: none of the above 
warnings exist at the current 
time; and  
 
NA: data not available for the 
current monitoring  
period. 
 
3-MONTHS: For monitoring 
agricultural crops e.g. Taro and 
household and community rain-
water tanks. 
 
6- and 12-MONTHS: For moni-
toring household wells.  
 
36-, 48- and 60-MONTHS: For 
monitoring the freshwater lens. 
Use short timescale for small 
lens and longer timescale for 
large lens.  

Drought Monitoring Table 

This summary report is prepared as soon as possible by the end of the month, once climate data completed from the operational meteorological stations around Kiribati together with the 
ENSO information which is received from various Meteorological Agencies around the world. Every effort is made to verify observational data. The Kiribati Meteorological Service does not 
guarantee the accuracy and reliability of the analysis and rainfall predictions presented, and accepts no liability for any losses incurred through the use of this summary and its contents.  
The contents of the summary may be freely disseminated provided the source is acknowledged. All enquiries on this report should be directed to the Kiribati Meteorological Service HQ at  
Temakin Betio. For further information please contact: Chief Meteorological Officer, Kiribati Meteorological Services (686) 26511 Email: cmo@met.gov.ki 

Important Notes: 
Meteorological Drought 
 is defined as a deviation 

from normal precipitation 
conditions over a period 
of time for a specific   
region. 

Hydrological Drought 
 occurs when precipitation 

has been reduced for an 
extended period of time, 
and water supplies are 
deficient.  

Station 3-months 6-months 12-months 36-months 48-months 

Western Kiribati  

Butaritari      

Tarawa      

Beru      

Central Kiribati  

Kanton 
 

     

Eastern Kiribati  

Kiritimati      

      


