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HIGHLIGHTS
• Humanitarian Coordinator 

call for urgent scale up of 
humanitarian assistance in 
Tambura, Western Equatoria.

• Humanitarians call for pause to 
enable them reach thousands 
of people as fighting continues 
in Unity.

• Renewed fighting in Wau’s 
Baggari area forces thousands 
of people to flee their homes.

• Partners scale up seed 
and tools distribution to 
communities hardest hit by 
hunger and malnutrition in 
planting season.

• Up to 2.4 million children not 
receiving an education in South 
Sudan.

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
People

1.84 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighbouring 
countries

2.47 million

No. of people 
assisted in 
2018
(as of 31 May)

3.7 million

FUNDING

$709.2 million
funding received in 2018

41.3% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2018

$1.7 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2018 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Humanitarian Coordinator call for urgent scale up 
of humanitarian assistance in Tambura
The Humanitarian Coordinator, Alain Noudehou, led a delegation of humanitarian 
agencies and partners to Tambura in the Western Equatoria region of South Sudan on 12 
July to observe the needs and response to more than 18,500 IDPs, mainly women and 
children, recently displaced to the area. The women who met with the delegation shared 
their hope that the high-level peace talks currently ongoing will lead to an immediate 
ceasefire. They also expressed their desire to return home when fighting stops. Until 
then, they need to be provided with dignified shelter, food and water. 

The delegation met with the Governor of Tambura, local authorities, community leaders, 
aid agencies, as well as displaced women and children, who expressed their desire to 
return home once the fighting stops.

Following fighting in Namutina and Nagero in April and May 2018, people were displaced 
into Tambura and surrounding areas. An estimated number of about 18,500 IDPs have 
been registered in Tambura town and are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance 
including food, WASH, non-food items and emergency shelter, among other needs. 
Following lengthy access negotiations, humanitarian partners were able to provide initial 
support including food, non-food items and emergency shelter to 2,000 households. 
Response is planned to support the remaining households. 

Partners also require safe and unhindered access to areas outside of Tambura to 
assess other displaced populations in need. Insecurity along the roads has significantly 
deteriorated in recent months due to 
increased ambushes, and following 
the detention of seven aid workers in 
Tambura in May 2018.

“The humanitarian community in South 
Sudan has serious concerns about 
the deteriorating situation in Tambura 
and general operating environment 
for humanitarians in the Greater 
Equatorias region. I strongly urge all 
parties to the conflict to ensure that 
humanitarian agencies are given 
free, safe and unhindered access to 
all areas of South Sudan, and that 
their safety while traveling along the 
roads is made a priority,” said Alain 
Noudehou. “The safety and security of aid workers is paramount in order to deliver critical 
assistance and services to people in need,” he added.

Humanitarian Bulletin
South Sudan
Issue 6 | 16 July 2018

Registration of displaced people in Agok, Wau County. Photo: IOM

Humanitarian Coordinator, Alain Noudehou listens to IDPs in Tambura. 
Photo: UNMISS
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Humanitarians call for pause as fighting continues 
in Unity
The humanitarian community in South Sudan is calling for a humanitarian pause to 
enable partners to reach thousands of people affected by the recent upsurge in fighting 
in different locations of Unity.  According to the UN, a humanitarian pause is defined as “a 
cessation of hostilities negotiated purely for humanitarian purposes.” This means a short 
break in the fighting, sometimes in designated areas, with explicit guarantees given by 
relevant warring parties to humanitarian actors on the ground so that aid can get through 
to affected people.

The escalating violence in Unity has forced tens of thousands of civilians to flee their 
homes in recent weeks, with violent clashes impacting most parts of Unity. Thousands of 
civilians are trapped in areas of conflict, unable to leave or seek medical help or life-sav-
ing assistance. Humanitarian organizations have been struggling to safely deliver urgently 
needed supplies to civilians in Unity, such as food, water and medicine. 

In light of the deteriorating humanitarian situation and access limitations, aid organisa-
tions have proposed a 21-day ‘humanitarian pause’ in order to reach thousands of people 
trapped in areas affected by violence Given the shrinking humanitarian access in areas of 
concern, partners are calling for a pause in fighting for a period of 21 ‘days of tranquility’. 
This is requested to enable delivery of life-saving supplies to key areas of Leer, Mayendit 
and Koch counties.

Hunger and malnutrition have reached unprecedented levels overall in South Sudan. Lo-
calized famine was declared in Leer and Mayendit in Unity in February 2017. Before the 
recent outbreak of violence, more than 80 per cent of the population in Koch, Mayendit 
and Leer counties were already in IPC Phases 3 and 4. 

In May to July 2018, 55,000 people in Leer, Mayendit and Koch counties are predicted to 
be in Phase 5 (catastrophe levels) of food insecurity in the coming months if they did not 
receive adequate assistance. With the current limitations to their access to food and criti-
cal services, they are in dire need of this assistance.

Given reported cases of destruction of villages and crops, the situation of food insecurity 
will only deteriorate if violence against civilians and their assets continues and humani-
tarians do not have access to affected people to reach them with food assistance. Food 
distributions can provide a pull factor, which if not carefully managed can place civilians 
at risk. Inter-agency, Rapid Response Missions providing emergency food response have 
been suspended. 

Vulnerable and fleeing individuals 
are at risk of contracting vaccine-
preventable diseases. Destruction 
of health facilities and disruption 
of services has made it impossible 
to implement routine expanded 
programmes of immunization and 
planned vaccination campaigns 
contributing to the widespread 
reports of measles since the begin-
ning of 2018. People are highly 
vulnerable to malaria and related 
illnesses in the upcoming rainy 
season, as displacement to islands 
for safety has exposed populations 
to the elements without shelter or 
items such as mosquito nets.

 

In light of the 
deteriorating 
humanitarian situation 
and access limitations, 
aid organisations have 
proposed a 21-day 
‘humanitarian pause’ 
in order to reach 
thousands of people 
trapped in violence. 
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Renewed fighting in Wau’s Baggari area, 
thousands displaced
Thousands of people have been forced to flee their homes after fighting broke out in 
different locations of the Greater Baggari area in Wau County, Western Bahr el Ghazal. 
Following a months-long lull in hostilities in Wau’s Baggari area, renewed fighting was 
reported first in Wad-Alel between 
13 and 14 June. More clashes were 
reported in Omboro, Baggari, Engo 
halima and Baslia, all in Baggari area, 
from 23 to 24 June. 

On 18 June, protection partners 
in Wau reported arrivals of nearly 
2,000 displaced people in Agok and 
Hai Masna, about 8 kilometers from 
Wau town. Partners registered a 
total of 774 new IDPs in Hai Masna 
and 1,193 in Agok. The IDPs, mainly 
women and children, reported fleeing 
indiscriminate killings by armed 
forces, rape and the burning of 
homes. 

Urgent needs of the displaced people 
include safe water, food, non-food 
items and emergency shelter among 
others. Response is ongoing for food, WASH, health and protection. In the last week 
of June, humanitarian partners in Wau have responded to the IDP crisis in Agok and 
distributed 15-day food rations to over 770 people and nutrition supplies to 246 children 
aged under five years. In 2016 and 2017, humanitarian partners experienced serious 
challenges in accessing areas outside Wau town, including the Greater Baggari area, 
where over 25,000 people were in urgent need of assistance and protection. 

Interference in humanitarian operations and restriction of movement by the National 
Security Service (NSS) continued to hamper humanitarian work, especially in areas 
outside Wau town. The security officials have introduced additional requirements for 
humanitarian movement within and outside of Wau, including to Bazia in Wau County 
and Tonj in Warrap, which delayed humanitarian operations. Several NGOs have 
been blocked from leaving Wau for the same reasons. However, from August 2017 to 
early 2018, 11 aid agencies have managed to gain access to several locations and 
serve over 20,000 people in the Greater Baggari area with humanitarian assistance. 
Nevertheless, consistent and predictable access is critical to prevent further deterioration 
of humanitarian conditions in the Baggari area. 

Partners scale up seed distribution in planting 
season
As the main planting season progresses, partners in the Food Security and Livelihoods 
(FSL) cluster have nearly finalized efforts to provide South Sudanese farmers with seeds 
and tools in the communities hardest hit by hunger and malnutrition. 

For many years, South Sudan has been facing severe food deficits mainly due to a 
decrease in local food production, resulting in poor food stocks from previous harvests 
and high staple food prices. Latest crop monitoring assessments show that in 2017, 
farmers had the smallest output of cereals since the start of the crisis, leaving a deficit 
of 482,000 tonnes. Despite adequate rainfall in most of the areas of South Sudan, the 
agricultural season was poor due to disrupted farming activities as of result of conflict and 
remaining farmers planting less land. 

Partners registered 
nearly 2,000 displaced 
people, mainly women, 
children and elderly, who 
have arrived in Agok 
and Hai Masna, about 
8 kilometers from Wau 
town.
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Farmers produced 26 percent less than last year, showing an alarming negative trend. 

To highlight the importance of the 
upcoming season to reverse this 
trend, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, the Minister of 
Agriculture and FSL partners 
launched a nationwide agriculture 
awareness raising campaign in 
Yambio and engaged with media. 
The event was later replicated in 
all the states in collaboration with 
local authorities. During these 
events, participants encouraged 
farmers to increase the areas 
under cultivation to boost local 
production. 

To ensure farmers have ample 
access to farming inputs during 
the main planting season, FAO is distributing over 5,500 tonnes of crop seeds. The seeds 
distributed include cereals such as sorghum, cowpea, maize, groundnut and sesame, 
depending on the area being assisted, which is enough to plant approximately one 
hectare per household. The amount of food produced locally with the distributed seeds 
can reach as high as 300,000 tons, which will contribute to closing the food gap in South 
Sudan. 

Coupled with the seed and tool distributions, farmers are also being trained in crop 
production to improve proper spacing between crops, promotion of timely weeding, pest 
and disease management. 

If the seeds provided by FAO are grown in optimum conditions, the farmers can greatly 
increase their yields with these skills. However, yields are still being affected by numerous 
plant pests and diseases, such as Fall Armyworm. Equipping farmers with knowledge and 
skills to tackle these diseases is important to increase local food production. 

2.4 million children are not attending school 
Up to 2.4 million children in South Sudan are not receiving an education - this is the high-
est proportion of out of school children in the world. Years of conflict, displacement and 
economic collapse continue to deprive children of education, harming the future of the 
country. New data in the Global Initiative on Out of School Children South Sudan Country 
Study estimates that up to 2.4 million children are not attending school in South Sudan. In 
just two years, the number of children not in school will increase by a further 200,000, to 
2.6 million, if conditions in the country do not significantly improve, the study warns. 

“We cannot leave children behind. They are the future of South Sudan,” said Sardar Umar 
Alam, UNESCO’s Representative to South Sudan. “We must work together – everyone 
including the government, civil society and development partners – to urgently support 
and invest in teachers and getting children into schools.”

The study mapped major barriers and challenges keeping children from going to school. 
Displacement, recruitment by armed forces and groups, poverty, and child labor were 
cited as major risks to children’s education. It calls for greater investments in collecting 
education data to allow for evidence-based activities while stressing the importance of 
functional schools with clean water, books, trained teachers and a safe learning environ-
ment free from conflict. 

“We cannot leave 
children behind. They 
are the future of Soutrh 
Sudan,” said Sardar 
Umar Alam, UNESCO’s 
Representative to South 
Sudan. 

Farmers receives agricultrual inputs in Kajo-Keji. Photo: FAO

To ensure farmers 
have ample access 
to farming inputs 
during the main 
planting season, 
FAO is distributing 
over 5,500 tons of 
crop seeds. The 
seeds distributed 
include cereals 
such as sorghum, 
cowpea, maize, 
groundnut and 
sesame.


