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For more information, please contact: Susan Andrew, Whole of Syria Child Protection Coordinator (sandrew@unicef.org)  - Kehkashan Beenish Khan, Damascus Child Protection Coordinator (kbkhan@unicef.org)
Samuel Bayo Sesay, Gaziantep Child Protection Coordinator (sbsesay@unicef.org), Muthu Karuppasamy, WoS CP Information Management Specialist (mkkannusamy@unicef.org)

Definitions* :Hard-to-Reach area:An area that is not regularly accessible to humanitarian actors for the purposes of sustained humanitarian programming as a result of denial of access, including the need to negotiate access on an adhoc basis, or due to 
restrictions such as active conflict, multiple security checkpoints, or failure of the authorities to provide timely approval. (1757 HTR locations in total)
Besieged area:An area surrounded by armed actors with the sustained effect that humanitarian assistance cannot regularly enter, and civilians, the sick and wounded cannot regularly exit the area.(19 Besieged locations in total) 

*Source:OCHA

Current child protection programming is mostly limited to awareness raising activities around protection 
risks for children including mines /ERW risk education, and basic psychosocial support primarily in the 
form of structured recreational activities. These initiatives follow a community-based child protection 
approach and  are implemented by local staff and volunteers from within the community.  

• Syria’s besieged children continue to suffer enormously. 
   No child should have to endure this suffering 

• Children need much more than occasional deliveries of supplies. Children  
   are at risk of being killed and maimed because of landmines, other explosives 
   weapons and snipers fire in and around besieged areas; they are involved in 
   dangerous work to survive; they are being recruited and used by armed groups;
   they are finding themselves alone, without adult caregivers; they are under 
   enormous psychosocial distress.

200,000 Children live in 
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•  Despite the persistent access challenges and the difficulties to gather accurate data, there is ongoing 
   child protection programming in 35 locations inside Syria by local CBOs. These are “small” numbers 
   that speak of huge courage and commitment. These efforts must be commended, supported and further
   expanded.

•  Child protection services cannot be meaningfully delivered to these children in the space of a few hours during 
   distributions of lifesaving supplies. Child protection actors need meaningful, unconditional and sustained 
   humanitarian access to those communities. 

•  Despite the risks, there must be increased investment in these local efforts. Syria’s besieged children cannot 
   wait any longer. 
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