
 

 

Socioeconomic Background 

Over 100,000 additional people were 

displaced from western Mosul this 

month bringing the total displacement 

from the area to almost 600,000. 

Towards the end of May, government 

officials began strongly encouraging 

civilians to flee the old city along safe 

passages. However, approximately 

180,000 people are believed to remain 

in highly vulnerable neighbourhoods. 

Newly liberated areas report lack of 

livelihood   opportunities  and  access to  

 

the Public Distribution System (PDS). 

For those remaining in the city, reports 

of food shortages have been dire and 

clean drinking water shortage is a 

severe concern1.  The displacement has 

resulted in increased stress on markets 

in neighbouring governorates that saw 

an overall fluctuation in market prices. 

The latest updates are presented in the 

dashboard below2. 

Highlights  
 

¶ At the end of May, approximately 

600,000 people had fled western 

Mosul since the start of 

operation. The displacement has 

resulted in increased stress on 

marke t s  i n  n e ighb ou r i ng 

governorates that saw an overall 

fluctuation in market prices.  

¶ An average 2% increase in the 

cost of the minimum food basket 

has been registered in the 

country.  
¶ The cost of the minimum food 

basket in hard - to - reach areas 

showed a decrease of 2%, while 

in the rest of the country it 

increased by 3%.  
¶ Babylon and Qadisyia still 

register the highest daily wages 

at IQD 30,000 while Salah Al - Din 

offers the lowest stipends at IQD 

15,789. The major fluctuation 

concerns Erbil, which saw the 

dai ly  wages decrease by 

approximately 15%.  
¶ In Hawija and Tarmia the 

security situation is concerning 

and key informants reported 

casualties and lack of food.  
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1 RFSAN,: Newsletter May 2017 

2 OCHA  IRAQ: Humanitarian Snapshot | Issued on  31 May 

http://vam.wfp.org/CountryPage_assessments.aspx?iso3=IRQ
http://mailchi.mp/ae7b1ea9c606/rfsan-april-newsletter-bakeries-in-syria-transboundary-and-agrometeorological-monitoring-bulletin-1009401?e=ce3cb74165
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/iraqhumanitariansnapshot_may_2017.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/iraqhumanitariansnapshot_may_2017.pdf


 

 

 

 

Food National Price Trends  

In May, the prices of the food commodities monitored by WFP have followed largely similar paths at national 

level (Chart 1). With the exception of vegetable oil and meat, where the national average prices decreased by 3% 

and stabilized respectively, all other commodities saw their prices increase, indicating an increasing behavior that 

might be explained by the start of the month of 

Ramadan. Specifically, the price of lentils 

increased by 5% compared to April, while the 

price of wheat flour decreased by 1%. Sugar, on 

the other hand, having increased by 1% last 

month, saw its price increase by 20% in May 

2017. Keeping in line with its upwards trend, the 

price of rice has continued to increase, recording 

an increase of 2% this month. Onion saw a large 

national increase compared to previous months, 

with an increase of 18% compared to last month. Finally, the price of cooking gas increased by 1%. 

At governorate level, prices have shown mixed trends for most commodities. While prices in Babylon, Baghdad, 

Diyala, Dohuk, Muthanna, Najaf, Ninewa, Salah Al-Din, and Wassit did not exhibit any significant changes 

compared to Aprilôs prices, other governorates exhibited significant fluctuations in commoditiesô prices. In 

Anbar, the prices of lentils, milk, rice, sugar, and wheat decreased each by 5-7%,  while the prices of meat, oil, 

and onions stabilized. In Erbil, the prices of onion, rice, and sugar decreased by respectively 13%, 20%, and 

17%, while the prices of wheat flour and meat increased by respectively 17% and 7%. In Basrah, the prices of 
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 Map 1: Location of markets monitored by WFP 

Chart 1: Price Trend of Main Food Commodities (in IQD/Unit) 


