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SOUTH SUDAN MONTHLY MARKET PRICE MONITORING 

    May1  2017 
   

           HIGHLIGHTS 

 Inflation: The National Bureau of Statistics has indicated that the overall year-to-year inflation rate in 
April 2017 stood at 272.6 percent while the food inflation rate stood at 267.5 percent. The increase in 
inflation was mainly driven by the high price of food and non-alcoholic beverages that contribute the 
highest weight on the indices. 
 

 Exchange rate: The South Sudanese Pound (SSP) continued to depreciate and showed high volatility in 
April 2017. The average exchange rate of the SSP to the US Dollar (USD) in parallel market in April 
remained at 156 per USD, while the official exchange rate was at 118 SSP per USDr. At one point, it 
went down as low as 210 SPP to one USD, and then recovered a few days later. Compared to one year 
ago, the current parallel and official exchange rates of SSP to the US Dollar were higher by 322 and 
255 percent respectively. 
 

 Cereal prices: Almost all monitored markets witnessed an increase in retail prices of sorghum and 

maize grain in April compared to the previous month. The retail prices of white sorghum increased by 

16 to 29 percent in Konyokonyo, Aweil and Rumbek markets; and by 6 to 10 percent in Bor, Wunrok 

and Wau markets. Similarly, maize grain prices increased by 20 to 25 percent in Aweil, Konyokonyo 

and Torit markets; while this increase was ranging from 7 to 12 percent in Bor and Rumbek. A  surge 

in prices was observed compared to a year ago – most notably sorghum prices in Rumbek (838 

percent), Konyokonyo (431 percent), Kapoeta South (387 percent) and Bor (317 percent). 
 

 Terms of Trade (ToT): The daily wage of non-agricultural unskilled labour fetched less than a malua2 

of white sorghum in Konyokonyo, Aweil and Bor markets. Compared to the previous month, the ToT 

has deteriorated in Juba, Bor and Torit whilst improving in Aweil. Similarly, compared to March 2017, 

the increase in prices of white sorghum coupled with low livestock prices led the livestock to sorghum 

ToT to deteriorate. The deterioration was observed in markets of Bor (23 percent), Rumbek (24 

percent), Torit (28 percent) and Kapoeta South (15 percent).  
 

 Outlook: Cereal prices are likely to rise even more as the lean season approaches. This is likely to have 

a further adverse impact on the very precarious household food security situation in the country. 

                                                             
1 The analysis is based on prices data of April 2017                                                                                                                                      
2 Malua is equivalent to 3.5kg 
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Continued depreciation of local currency 

and volatility of exchange rates 
Higher level of expenditure during the Easter 

holidays led the SSP to plummet on the parallel 

market in Juba town. Exceptionally, during the 

third weekend of April the exchange rate rose to 

its historical high, reaching 210 SSP to one USD. 

As a result, prices of food commodities 

increased. The sudden surge in exchange rate 

followed by increased commodity prices created 

a sense of insecurity and thus traders in Juba 

closed their shops during that weekend.  

However, the local currency gained momentum 

shortly and exchanged at 180 SSP after two days. 

The monthly average exchange rate in the 

parallel market stood at 156 SSP to one USD in 

April, while it was 111 SSP officially; compared to 

116 and 106 SSP respectively in March. This 

signifies an increase of 34 and 7 percent in 

parallel market rates and official exchange rates 

respectively. Such a high volatility of exchange 

rate led market actors to make irrational 

decisions and hence further pushed commodity 

prices beyond the affordability of most 

households. Compared to last year, the daily 

average exchange rate in April was 322 percent 

and 255 percent higher in parallel and official 

markets, respectively.  

 

 

Fuel scarcity and increase in prices  

In April, an improvement in the fuel supply at 

official rate in March was reported as the main 

cause of lower fuel rates in the parallel markets. 

However, these prices could not remain stable in 

April due to inadequate supply. Accordingly, 

petrol prices in parallel markets have increased 

significantly in Mingkaman (9 percent), Aweil (48 

percent), Kapoeta South (42 percent), while 

diesel prices in Agok have increased by 67 

percent. In contrast, Rumbek petrol prices have 

declined by 19 percent, and prices in Wau and 

Yida remained stable. In the capital Juba, the 

availability of fuel at official rates was scarce, 

which was evident from the long queues at the 

fuel stations. In April, the cost of one litre of fuel 

ranged between 85 to 125 SSP in Kapoeta South, 

Wunrok, Bentiu, Bunj, Rumbek, Agok and Bor 

markets, whereas in Aweil, Mingkaman, Wau, 

Bunj and Malakal, fuel prices per litre were 

between 140 to 200 SSP.  

Staple prices continue on their rising trend 

The availability of imported staple food in the 

key supply market, Kampala, was scarce. 

Consequently, traders had to wait for 

aggregation of commodities by suppliers. As a 

result, transaction costs were increased and 

transmitted to food prices.   

Furthermore, volumes of staple food 

commodities transacted has dwindled in the 

major market of the country, Konyokonyo 

market. Retailers reported that in recent 

months, because of the deterioration of the 

purchasing power of buyers, it takes more than 

a day to sell a bag of sorghum or maize; while 

previously, they used to sell more than one bag 

of cereal per day. This reduced sales volume 

signals the deterioration in the purchasing 

power of consumers.  
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All the markets, except Agok and Kapoeta South, 

have witnessed an increase in retail prices of 

sorghum and maize in April. Compared to the 

previous month, the retail prices of white 

sorghum increased, ranging from 16 to 29 

percent in Konyokonyo, Aweil and Rumbek 

markets. In Bor, Yida, Wunrok and Wau markets 

this increase was relatively lower at 6 to 10 

percent. Similarly, maize grain prices have 

increased by 20 to 25 percent in Aweil, 

Konyokonyo and Torit markets while ranging 

between 7 to 15 percet in Wau, Bor and Rumbek. 

In Kapoeta South, maize grain price has 

decreased by 17 percent which is likely to be 

associated with the distribution of humanitarian 

food assistance.  

Other cereal and cereal products such as maize 

flour, wheat flour and rice showed an increasing 

price trend. These rates of increase were higher 

than those for sorghum and maize grain. From 

March to April 2017 maize flour prices increased 

by 13 percent to 40 percent in Aweil, Torit, 

Mingkaman, Rumbek and Konyokonyo markets. 

Maize flour prices have declined in Bor (16 

percent) and Kapoeta South (20 percent). The 

prices of wheat flour, a commonly consumed 

commodity by urban residents, have also 

increased in Mingkaman, Aweil, Konyokonyo, 

Bor, Bunj and Wau markets in the range from 10 

to 43 percent in the one month period. Such an 

increase in cereal prices has adversely affected 

the purchasing power of households.    

A surge in prices was observed compared to last 

year – most notably sorghum prices in Rumbek 

(838 percent), Konyokonyo (431 percent), 

Kapoeta South (387 percent) and Bor (317 

percent).    

Field beans and vegetable oil prices have 

further increased or remained at elevated 

levels    

Field beans (janjaro) are among the most 

common pulses in South Sudan. Local 

production is insufficient to meet the demand 

and thus a bulk of janjaro comes from Uganda. 

Owing to the scarcity of hard currency for import 

by traders, the prices of janjaro in April have 

increased in Torit (6 percent), Konyokonyo, 

Aweil and Bor (10 percent each), Mingkaman (43 

percent) whilst prices remained stable in Wau, 

Agok, Rumbek, Bunj and Kapoeta South (within 

five percent changes), compared to the previous 

months. 

On the same backdrop, the retail prices of 

imported vegetable oil have also increased 

significantly in most markets. Compared to 

March, the prices of vegetable oil have increased 

by a significant 70 percent in Bunj, while it has 

also increased in other markets including Aweil 

(15 percent), Kapoeta South (10 percent), Yida 
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(15 percent), Torit (34 percent), Mingkaman (39 

percent), Konyokonyo (5 percent) and Wau (6 

percent). One exception was Rumbek, where the 

vegetable oil prices have decreased by 14 

percent, while the price remained the same in 

Bor.  Although the average quantities of 

vegetable oil and pulse consumption by 

households is relatively low, the prevailing prices 

are too high and thus beyond reach for many 

poor households.     

Terms of Trade-Purchasing Power 

Wage to sorghum: In April, the daily wage of 

non-agricultural unskilled labour fetched less 

than a malua of white sorghum in Konyokonyo, 

Aweil and Bor markets. Compared to the 

preceding month, ToT has thus declined in Juba 

(25 percent) and Bor (13 percent) whilst it has 

improved in Aweil (12 percent). Though the ToT 

stood at 1.48 malua in Torit, this is a decline of 

10 percent from March 2017. The economic 

slowdown across the country fueled by food 

prices are the main reasons behind the 

deterioration of the terms of trade and hence 

the purchasing power.  

 

Livestock to cereal: Increases in prices of white 

sorghum coupled with low livestock prices led 

the ToT to deteriorate in April compared to 

March 2017. Unseasonal goat to white sorghum 

ToT deterioration was observed in markets of 

Bor (23 percent), Rumbek (24 percent), Torit (28 

percent) and Kapoeta South (15 percent). It was 

in Aweil that the ToT has improved by 12 

percent. General deterioration in purchasing 

power of households in urban centers, including 

delay in government salaries, may be one of the 

reasons behind low demand for livestock and 

hence a deterioration of the ToT.  

 Food Security Outlook  

As per seasonal trends, the rise in food prices is 

expected to continue until arrival of the new 

harvest. The extreme volatility of the currency, 

low stock of food commodities due to 

uncertainty of the security situation, lack of 

foreign currency, and supply constraints in many 

areas during rainy season are likely factors to 

increase food prices beyond  seasonal levels.  

Furthermore, on the supply side, availability of 

staple foods (maize, sorghum, maize flour and 

field beans) at the source market of Kampala has 

been reported to be declining. Owing to the 

drought situation in parts of Uganda, the 

availability of staple foods at the source market 

will continue to be constrained and prices are 

thus likely to increase.  

Increasing food prices, deterioration in 

purchasing power and the likely supply 

constraints during rainy season, are thus likely to 

make the food security situation very precarious 

during the lean season, particularly for poor 

households, at a time when South Sudan is 

experiencing most severe food insecurity and 

nutrition situation since its independence in 

2011. 
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ANNEX: Commodity prices by market and trend of  changes (April 2017) 

 

 

 


