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SOUTH SUDAN MONTHLY MARKET PRICE MONITORING 

    April1  2017 
   

           HIGHLIGHTS 

 In February 2017, overall inflation and food inflation rates in South Sudan stood at 425.9 percent and 
at 480.5 percent respectively. The costs of cereals and bread increased by more than five times since 
February 2016. Poor households, dependent on the market, are most severely impacted by the 
observed inflation rates as their food baskets consists mainly of cereal and cereal products.  

 

 Traders from neighboring countries supplying food commodities to Upper Nile and Jonglei states have 
showed reluctance to receive SSP, instead preferring their home country currency. As these preferred 
currencies not available, this will likely cause further price rises in those areas.   

 

 In March, the daily average exchange rates of SSP to the USD in Juba was at SSP 116 whilst the official 

rate was at SSP 106. This is a depreciation of 5 percent and 6 percent respectively compared to the 

previous month.  
 

 The availability of fuel at an official Government price in Juba, Wau, Torit and Bor has pushed prices 

of fuel in the ‘black’ market. Thus, the ‘black market’ prices of petrol have decreased in Mingkaman, 

Warrap and Wunrok compared to the previous month. 
 

 Cereal prices have showed mixed trends in different locations across South Sudan as compared to the 

previous month. The prices have increased in Aweil, Konyokonyo, Yida, Agok, Mingkaman and Rumbek 

while Kapoeta South, Bentiu, Bor, Bunj and Wau markets experienced stability or decrease in prices. 
 

 The purchasing power of livestock dependent households in Rumbek, Aweil and Torit has deteriorated 

due to combined effects of increased sorghum (and maize) prices and slight decline of goat prices. On 

the contrary, white sorghum to goat terms-of-trade has improved in Bor due to a rise in livestock 

prices. In March, an average male goat fetched 10 malua of white sorghum in Rumbek and 24 malua 

in Bor. 
 

 The scarcity of foreign currency at official rates has impacted the ability of traders to pre-position 

sufficient quantities of food supplies ahead of the rainy season. Furthermore, traders along the border 

area markets have shown reluctance to accept local currency for trade, thus exacerbating the 

challenges of food commodity inflows.    

                                                           
1 the analysis is based on prices data of March 2017                                                                                                                                      
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Cost of living based in consumer price 
indices continues its steep rise   
 

The National Bureau of Statistics reported that 

the overall and food inflation rates in South 

Sudan stood at 425.9 percent and 480.5 percent 

respectively, in February 2017. Similarly, the 

overall and food inflation rates in the capital 

stood at 409.5 percent and 529.8 percent 

respectively. The costs of cereal and bread 

increased by more than five times during the 

same period. This has particularly adverse 

impacts on poor households whose food basket 

is mainly composed of cereals. Among the food 

commodities, year-on-year inflation rates of fruit 

has skyrocketed in Juba, with a rise in these 

prices by 2,309% per annum.  
 

Continued depreciation of local currency 

causing further demand of foreign currency 

in markets    
Traders from Sudan and Ethiopia who supply 

food commodities at border markets in Upper 

Nile and Jonglei states are refusing to receive 

SSP, and prefer to receive either Ethiopian Birrs 

or Sudanese Pounds. In the border locations, 

unavailability of US Dollars on the ‘black’ market 

led traders to demand their home country 

currency.   Similarly, Sudanese traders supplying 

staple grain in Northern Bahr el Ghazal buy 

livestock as soon as they receive payments to 

minimize the risk of SSP depreciation. In March 

2017, the daily average exchange rates of SSP 

against the US Dollar in Juba was at SSP 116 

whilst the official rate was at SSP 106 (see Figure 

1), an increase of five and six percent 

respectively compared to February. The 

increasing demand for the US Dollar by traders 

and also many others who would like to cover 

expenditures in neighboring countries (mainly 

school fees for children) has caused a pressure 

on the supply of US Dollars, which in turn is 

contributing to continual depreciation of the 

local currency. 

 

Availability of fuel at the official rates 

expanded beyond the capital city 

The availability of fuel at an official Government 

price in Juba, Wau, Torit and Bor has caused 

prices of fuel on the ‘black’ market to drop 

significantly. Compared to the previous month, 

‘black market’ prices of petrol have decreased in 

Mingkaman Warrap by about 34 percent each 

and by 14 percent in Wunrok. The exception was 

Yida, where the petrol price has increased by 20 

percent against February 2017 level. Compared 

to a year ago, there has been an overall steep 

increase in fuel prices across different markets 

(100 percent to 600 percent). The continuity of 

supplies to fuel stations in major towns for sale 

at Government set prices will have implications 

on transport costs and hence on prices of goods 

and services. 

 

Cereal prices continue to increase in most 

markets 

Compared to February, white sorghum prices 

have increased significantly in Yida (55 percent), 

Agok (29 percent), Rumbek (29 percent), 

Konyokonyo (23 percent) and Aweil (22 percent). 

While sorghum prices have remained unchanged 

in Wau, prices in Bentiu have declined by 16 

percent. Prices of maize have increased in Juba, 
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Figure 1. Trends of currency exchnage rates in Juba, (SSP/US $)

Official market     ' Black' market



 

  

 3 

 

SOUTH SUDAN MONTHLY MARKET PRICE MONITORING 

Aweil, Mingkaman and Torit, while they 

decreased in Kapoeta by 26 percent from the 

very high levels seen in February. The maize 

price has remained relatively stable in Bor and 

Wau. The easing of prices in some markets is 

likely to be associated with the distributions of 

food assistance to beneficiaries, particularly in 

Kapoeta South.  Wheat flour, an important 

substitute to cereal grains for majority of urban 

consumers, showed some stability in prices 

across markets, except in Mingkaman and Torit 

where it has increased by 20 percent and 32 

percent respectively (Annex 1).    Overall, the 

magnitude of increase in prices was relatively 

low in March compared to the trends in the last 

few months.  

Compared to one year ago, the retail prices of 

staple cereals were significantly higher, in the 

range of 160 percent to 600 percent. In March, 

informal trade between Sudan and Bahr el 

Ghazal area has been temporarily disrupted due 

to insecurity along the trade routes that affected 

the volumes of sorghum in-flow and hence 

availability in the market.      

Cooking oil prices continue to rise whilst 

field beans remain stable at elevated levels   

In March, prices of cooking oil continued to 

increase in most of the WFP monitored markets, 

while it remained stable in few markets. 

Increases in the range of 25 percent to 33 

percent were experienced for cooking oil in Bor, 

Bunj, Kapoeta South and Rumbek markets, 

compared to a month ago. Prices in Torit and 

Wau increased by 9 percent and 15 percent 

respectively, whilst they remained stable in 

other markets. Overall, the prices of cooking oil 

have increased very significantly compared to a 

year ago, in the range of 250 percent to 400 

percent. The impact of currency exchange rates 

is more pronounced on imported items and 

hence affecting the cooking oil prices. 

 

Compared to February 2017, fifty percent of the 

monitored markets have experienced increase in 

price of field beans (janjaro), while others have 

observed stability or decreases. The most 

significant decrease was in Kapoeta South 

market, where the price dropped by 22 percent 

from the very high level observed in February. 

Mingkaman (where the voucher programme is 

ongoing) experienced a nominal decrease of 1 

percent. Bentiu, Rumbek and Agok markets have 

experienced increases in the range of 10 percent 

to 18 percent. Field bean is mainly imported 

from Uganda, and the prices have increased in 

the range of 176 percent to 430 percent over one 

year time.  
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Terms of Trade-Purchasing Power 

Wage to sorghum: the purchasing power of 

livestock dependent households has 

deteriorated in Rumbek (16 percent), Torit (21 

percent) and Aweil (32 percent) due to 

combined effects of increased sorghum (and 

maize) prices and slight decline of goat prices 

during the last month.   The disruption of the 

trade route from Kapoeta South to Juba has 

caused a decline in livestock prices; however, the 

decreased prices of maize grain due to 

distributions of food assistance in Kapoeta South 

has favored the TOT to improve. On the other 

hand, white sorghum to goat TOT has improved 

in Bor due to rises in livestock prices. In March, 

on average, a male goat fetched 10 malua of 

white sorghum in Rumbek and 24 malua in Bor.   

In February 2017, the TOT values were 12 malua 

in Rumbek, 22 malua in Bor, 16 malua in Aweil 

and 7malua in Kapoeta South. 

Daily wage to cereal: compared to February, 

daily wage dependent households in Aweil and 

Torit have experienced purchasing power 

decline of 6 percent and 9 percent respectively. 

It was mainly associated with increased prices of 

cereal compared to the daily wages. It was in Bor 

that the TOT has improved due to stability of 

sorghum prices and increased daily wage rates.  

In Aweil and Bor, daily wage of an unskilled 

worker could fetch 0.65 and 0.86 malua 

respectively of white sorghum while this TOT 

value was 1.65 malua of maize grain in Torit. In 

February 2017, the TOT figures were 0.75 malua 

in Aweil, 0.63 malua in Bor and 1.8 malua in 

Torit.  

Food Security Outlook  
The scarcity of foreign currency at official rates 

to majority of traders has impacted on the ability 

of traders to pre-position sufficient quantities of 

food supplies ahead of the rainy season. On the 

other hand, the observed reluctance among 

traders along the border area markets to accept 

local currency as medium of exchange will 

exacerbate the challenges of food commodity 

inflows. Insecurity along the supply routes and 

high transportation costs are other contributing 

factors to the likelihood of supply reduction 

during the lean season. All these factors are 

likely to cause prices of food commodities to 

remain at elevated levels or even to increase 

further as the lean season progresses, which is a 

concern for already serious household food 

security situation in the country, particularly for 

poor households.   
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ANNEX: Commodity prices by market and changes over time (March 2017) 

 

SSP SSP

March 1M 3M 1Y 1M 3M 1Y March 1M 3M 1Y 1M 3M 1Y

White Sorghum 320                  23.1 181        441 ▲ ▲ ▲ White Sorghum 124      55     74      259     ▲ ▲ ▲

White Maize 318                   22 144 692 ▲ ▲ ▲ Field Beans (Janjaro) 63        (2)      (4)      2           ▶ ▶ ▶

Field Beans 271                   35.5 82 429 ▲ ▲ ▲ Wheat Flour 120      6       ▲

Vegetable oil 290     3        40     263     ▶ ▲ ▲

Wheat Flour 119                   2.2 32 201 ▶ ▲ ▲ White sorghum(Grain) 168      29     48     184     ▲ ▲ ▲

Vegetable oil 330                  29.4 78 408 ▲ ▲ ▲ Field Beans (Janjaro) 202      18     35      35        ▲ ▲ ▲

Cassava 260                  30.0 4 593 ▲ ▶ ▲ Vegetable oil 266     122 43 309     ▲ ▲ ▲

TOT (wage to sorghum) 1.06                 24.2 -3 57 ▲ ▶ ▲ White Sorghum 100      0 -9 77        ▶ ▶ ▲

White Maize(Grain) 240                  -70.6 2 314 ▼ ▶ ▲ Field Beans (Janjaro) -   -    -      

Field Beans (Janjaro) 118                   -21.7 -16 176 ▼ ▼ ▲ Vegetable oil 125       25     19 163      ▲ ▲

Vegetable oil 200 33.3 63 252 ▲ ▲ ▲ Maize flour 173       21      41      505     ▲ ▲ ▲

Wheat Flour 120                   -14.3 20 123 ▼ ▲ ▲ Field Beans (Janjaro) 155       (1)      31       288     ▶ ▲ ▲

Maize flour 125                   (26)        (17)         270       ▼ ▼ ▲ Vegetable oil 205      2        34      249     ▶ ▲ ▲

TOT(Goat to maize) 16                     131.5 ▲

White Sorghum 350                  16.7 17 400 ▲ ▲ ▲ White Maize(Grain) 250      29.5 79 426 ▲ ▲ ▲

White Maize(Grain) 350                  25.0 40 438 ▲ ▲ ▲ Field Beans (Janjaro) 118       11.1 82 433 ▲ ▲ ▲

Field Beans (Janjaro) 200                  11.1 82 433 ▲ ▲ ▲ Wheat Flour 113       27.8 260 ▲ ▲

Wheat Flour 120                   0.0 9 ▶ ▶ Vegetable oil 200     8.7 17 360 ▲ ▲ ▲

Vegetable oil 250                  25.0 180 541 ▲ ▲ ▲ TOT (Wage to maize grain) 1.65     -9.0 15 53 ▼ ▲ ▲

TOT (Goat to sorghum) 10.00              -16.1 20 -20 ▼ ▲ ▶ TOT (Goat to maize grain) 17.70  -20.6 ▼

White Sorghum 195                   21.9 43 164 ▲ ▲ ▲

White Maize(Grain) 167                   24.6 19 242 ▲ ▲ ▲ White Sorghum 314      -1.9 16 337 ▶ ▲ ▲

Field Beans (Janjaro) 167                   -4.0 -12 271 ▶ ▼ ▲ White Maize(Grain) 253      1.0 -6 513 ▶ ▶ ▲

Wheat Flour 128                   6.7 2 9 ▲ ▶ ▶ Field Beans (Janjaro) 176      6.7 17 300 ▲ ▲ ▲

Vegetable oil 100                  0.0 -20 25 ▶ ▼ ▲ Wheat Flour 110       10.0 -12 214 ▲ ▼ ▲

Rice 134                   18.6 -3 274 ▲ ▼ ▲ Vegetable oil 225      25.0 88 329 ▲ ▲ ▲

TOT (Wage to sorghum) 0.66                -12.5 -15 8 ▼ ▼ ▶ Rice 171       14.0 32 280 ▲ ▲ ▲

TOT (Goat to sorghum) 11.10                -32.4 -37 41 ▼ ▼ ▲ TOT (Wage to sorghum) 0.86   37.7 51 3 ▲ ▲ ▶

White Sorghum 135                   -15.6 -1 156 ▼ ▶ ▲ TOT (Goat to sorghum) 24.22  10.7 31 12 ▲ ▲ ▶

Field Beans (Janjaro) 125                   16.8 15 335 ▲ ▲ ▲

Wheat Flour 148                  -15.3 -13 243 ▼ ▼ ▲
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Vegetable oil 285                  0.0 82 396 ▶ ▲ ▲
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White sorghum 3.5kg

B
e

n
ti

u

White maize 3.5kg

White Sorghum 240                  1.7 10 284 ▶ ▲ ▲

W
au

Cassava 3.5kg

White Maize(Grain) 216                   -4.0 -10 158 ▶ ▶ ▲

Field Beans (Janjaro) 140                  -10.8 40 239 ▼ ▲ ▲

Wheat Flour 100                  -18.7 48 150 ▼ ▲ ▲

Vegetable oil 208                  14.9 49 316 ▲ ▲ ▲

Rice 132                   2.3 12 ▶ ▲

Cassava 252                   3.3 52 ▶ ▲ # of malwa per goat or daily wage

KG

L

Price fluctutuation is considered normal if the price change is 5% within one month, 10% within 3 months and 20% within one year
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