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Key points: 

REPORT RELEASED 04 January 2017 

 Access to the districts of Faryab province has been severely constrained for the past few months, mainly due to insecurity and has further deteriorated following heavy snowfall, 

mainly in Kohistan district. As a result, the majority of people in Kohistan, Dawlat Abad, Garziwan and Pashtun Kot districts are currently unable to go to work, and there is 

limited food supplied by the traders to the markets in these districts. 

 Food prices in all districts have increased significantly compared to the previous month except for Maimana, Qaysar, Qorghan and Sherin Tagab districts where the prices re-

mained stable. Food shortages are widely reported — in particular, perishables (vegetables, meat and dairy), but also grains and pulses. 

 Household access to food is constrained both physically and economically in most of the districts: the prices for food commodities in the local markets are high and is unafforda-

ble for most of the households. 
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SECURITY AND ACCESS 

FARYAB PROVINCE — CONFLICT RAPID ASSESSMENT  

Most of the respondents in Kohistan, Dawlat Abad, Garziwan and Pashtun 

Kot districts indicated that traders are facing security and access issues when 

supplying food commodities from Maimana (capital of Faryab) to their district 

markets. They indicated that the security situation has deteriorated in the past 

few months particularly in Kohistan district. Additionally, people in most of the 

districts are facing security and access concerns when traveling from villages 

to the district centers to buy food. The snowfall has abated in all districts  

except in Kohistan and therefore has little impact on food supplies. 

The transportation cost has also increased significantly during this time of the 

year and both traders and local people are paying more to access markets.  

KEY MESSAGES 

ASSESSMENT BACKGROUND 

In response to reports of deteriorating access to the districts of Faryab 

province, due a  combination of insecurity and recent snowfall, WFP launched a 

rapid phone survey on 25-26 December 2016. A total of 61 interviews were 

conducted, covering all 13 districts with the aim of getting a quick snapshot of 

the food security and access situation in these districts: Almar, Andkhoy, Bil 

Cheragh, Dawlat Abad, Garziwan, Khwaja Sabzpush, Kohistan, Maimana, 

Pashtun Kot, Qaram Qol, Qaysar, Qorghan and Sherin Tagab.      
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Among all the districts of Faryab 

province, Kohistan is the worst 

in terms of food prices, food 

security, access to markets, sup-

ply of food commodities, mostly 

due to insecurity and heavy 

snowfall 

Dawlat Abad, Pashtun 

Kot and Garziwan dis-

tricts are similar to 

Kohistan, except for 

limited snowfall, fewer 

supply concerns and 

lower price increases. 

All orange districts are better-off com-

pared to Kohistan, Dawlat Abad, Pashtun 

Kot and Garziwan. 
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FOOD PRICES AND PURCHASING POWER 

In all districts, respondents consistently reported that food prices had increased 

significantly compared to last year. From last month, the prices increased in all the 

districts except in  Maimana,  Qaisar, Qorghan and Sherin Tagab. The increase in 

prices is mainly due to insecurity, road blockages and high transportation costs 

which hinder traders from bringing food to the district markets.   

Current prices of wheat flour in Kohistan is 38% higher than in the Maimana 

regional market - located less than 70 km away - while rice and sugar prices are 

a staggering 54% higher, and beans 82% higher.  

According to most of the respondents in Kohistan, the prices of food commodities 

will further increase until April 2017 which is due to expected heavy snowfall. 

When comparing the national wheat flour price with the district prices, prices are 

higher in all the districts except in Almar district where wheat flour prices were  

reported to be lower, mainly due to a supply from Turkmenistan. 

The price of cooking oil is reported lower in Almar, Dawlat Abad, Qaisar, Qorghan 

and Sherin Tagab districts compared to national average price but higher in all 

other remaining districts of the province. These differences are mainly due to 

availability or shortage of cooking oil in the markets.  
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Among all the districts of Faryab province, Kohistan is faced with significant food 

shortages, mainly due to insecurity, heavy snow-fall and high transportation costs. 

The supply to the markets in Dawlat Abad, Garziwan and Pashtun Kot is also 

limited, mainly due to insecurity. Supply to the remaining district markets are 

better compared to these districts. Supply of food commodities to Kohistan district 

may continue to deteriorate until April 2017 as a result of heavy snowfall and 

road blockages. 

The markets in all the districts except in Kohistan, Dawlat Abad, Garziwan and 

Pashtun Kot has the capacity to respond to the current demand.  However, all of 

the districts except Maiman may not have the capacity to respond if the current 

demand increase in the near future.  

FOOD SHORTAGES AND MARKET FUNCTIONALITY  Figure 1. Prices of selected food commodities in December 2016   

*All rice prices were collected for basmati rice in all the assessed districts 

** The wheat flour price is for low quality. 

Figure 2. Percentage change in wheat flour and cooking oil prices compared to national average price. 
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District Name 

**Wheat 

flour/kg *Rice/kg Sugar/kg Beans/kg 

Cooking 

Oil/Lit 

Almar 23 73 60 70 69 

Andkhoy 30 74 62 84 94 

Bil Cheragh 29 82 60 75 86 

Dawlat Abad 26 61 60 62.5 73 

Garziwan 33 70 53 83 90 

Khwaja Sabzposh 29 86 60 69 93 

Kohistan 38 117 93 113 157 

Maymana 28 76 60 62 96 

Pashtun kot 29 83 58 44 89 

Qaram Qol 29 64 61 75 96 

Qaysar 27 81 61 70 77 

Qorghan 30 57 58 56 79 

Shirin Tagab 27 74 61 77 66 

National average 26 76 54 78 81 
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LIVELIHOODS AND HOUSEHOLD FOOD SECURITY 

The respondents in all districts reported that people were currently unable to go to 

work which is mainly due to insecurity and cold weather, and that there were no 

casual labour opportunities available. The people in Kohistan, Dawlat Abad, Gar-

ziwan and Pashtun Kot have very limited access to livelihood activities compared 

to other districts of Faryab province.  

The respondents in Kohistan district indicated that most of the households in the 

centre of the district have some limited access to buy food on cash and some on 

credit, while the majority of the people in the villages of Kohistan district has lim-

ited food stock and mainly relying of credit to get food, borrowing food and rely-

ing on external assistance. 

The food security situation for people in Dawlat Abad, Garziwan and Pashtun Kot 

is slightly better compared to Kohistan because of limited snowfall and better ac-

cess. 

 For further information: 

brian.gray@wfp.org 
mudasir.nazar@wfp.org 
 
 

mVAM website:   http://vam.wfp.org/mvam 
mVAM blog:   mvam.org 

Terms of Trade  

The terms of trade (ToT) between wheat flour and casual labor is a proxy indica-

tor for household purchasing power, which shows the quantity of wheat flour that 

can be purchased with the wage earned from one day of casual (unskilled) labour. 

The reported labour/wheat flour ToT is the highest in Almar district (14 kgs/day 

wage), followed by Qaysar (13 kgs/day wage), Dawlat Abad and Sherin Tagab 

(11 kgs/day wage),  and Bil Cheragh, Maimana and Pashtun Kot (10 kgs/day 

wage). The lowest ToT was reported in the remaining districts (5-9 kgs/day wage). 

While the ToT can be high or low in some of the districts, the actual availability of 

labour opportunities in all the districts is very limited (0 - 1 day a week) particular-

ly during this time of the year. This is worrying as not only are households unable 

to find work, but when they do, the income earned buys them less food than it 

would in other parts of the country.   

In all districts , when asked how serious the food security situation was, respondents 

reported that better-off households who own land and produce their own grains 

had about one month of stocks remaining from the previous harvest. However, the 

situation amongst poorer households, who mostly work as wage labourers and buy 

most of their food from the market, is extremely worrying, especially in Kohistan 

district. Given the food shortages and high prices in the local market, households 

are facing  double access constraints: physical and economic.  

 

The food security situation may get worse in the next few months if the snowfall 

increases which will also further deteriorate the livelihoods situation of the house-

holds.  
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