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Situation Update 

 WFP has launched SCOPE biometric data collection of 

returnees both at the border crossing and at the IOM 

transit centre in Torkham. SCOPE registration has just 

started at the office Department of Refugees and 

Repatriation in Jalalabad city, with the intention of 

expanding the registration points in areas with a high 

influx of returnees. A communications campaign will soon 

be launched so that beneficiaries know their entitlements, 

where to register for support, and to ensure that no-one 

is left behind.   

 There are now one million people on the move in 

Afghanistan. UN OCHA has reported that over 485,500 

Afghans have been displaced by conflict in 2016. For the 

first time, all 34 provinces in Afghanistan are hosting 

IDPs.  

WFP Response 

 Through the EMOP, WFP has reached 46,640 

undocumented returnees (the majority of the caseload 

from Pakistan, one percent from Iran), 67,990 new 

IDPs and 39,330 refugees in Khost and Paktika. In 

total, WFP has provided food assistance to 153,960 

vulnerable people.  

 WFP is employing trusted corporate systems to respond 

to the crisis:  

 The SCOPE beneficiary and transfer management 

platform is a fundamental part of WFP’s response. 

SCOPE helps WFP understand who the beneficiaries 

are, their real needs, to provide appropriate and 

tailored assistance. Staff and partners have been 

trained in registration, and the use of laptops, card 

printers and fingerprint readers.  

In Numbers 
One million people are now on the move 

within Afghanistan. 

WFP aims to reach: 

163,000 undocumented returnees (29% 

reached). 

200,000 refugee returnees (support to begin 

in 2017). 

150,000 internally displaced (45% reached). 
35,000 refugees in Khost and Paktika (monthly 

caseload). 

Highlights 
 WFP has initiated SCOPE biometric registration at the 

Pakistan border, and at the office of the Department of 

Refugees and Repatriation in Jalalabad city.  

 WFP has begun piloting cash support in preparation for a 

broader move to cash in early 2017. WFP has already 

provided cash support to 810 vulnerable displaced families 

(IDPs) in Herat, Helmand, Kabul and Jalalabad.  

 mVAM has revealed that returnees in Kunar province, 

eastern Afghanistan, found that returnees had diverse 

sources of income. Besides casual labour, they reported 

being engaged in small-scale farming or kitchen gardening.   
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 mVAM: WFP is piloting the use of remote data 

collection, through mobile VAM (mVAM), used 

to connect with local stakeholders, monitor 

local food market conditions, to ensure that 

markets are able to support WFP's cash 

assistance programme - and that programmes 

are adjusted based on evolving market 

conditions (transfer value, or potentially 

switching to another transfer modality). 

 In October, mVAM began collecting data in a 

number of provinces around Afghanistan using 

live calls. Respondents in each district were 

asked a series of questions about market 

prices and security conditions. Conflict rapid 

assessments have been carried out in Kunduz, 

Faryab, Farah, and Kunar provinces (see page 

3 for further information). 

 An mVAM monitoring report on returnees and 

IDPs, carried out in the eastern province of 

Kunar, found that returnees had more diverse 

sources of income than IDPs, with several 

returnees reporting being engaged in small-

scale farming or kitchen gardening. Casual 

labour opportunities were found to be limited. 

Food and shelter were the two most reported 

types of assistance needed by returnees and 

IDPs, particularly given the upcoming winter. 

Food and Nutrition Assistance  

 WFP is providing life-saving food assistance 

through general food distributions and cash-based 

transfers (CBT). Blanket supplementaryfeeding 

programmes (BSFP) will be provided to children 

under two years from undocumented returnee 

households from early December onwards, while 

targeted supplementary feeding programmes in 6 

districts of Nangarhar province will be reinforced 

to be able to respond to increased cases of 

malnutrition from the new arrivals.  

 In-kind distributions are planned for the first and 

second month of the EMOP, with a switch to cash 

for the returnees – where appropriate – at the 

third distribution.  

 Nutrition: Screening for malnutrition in young 

children and pregnant women and nursing 

mothers (PLW) is being carried out at the 

Torkham border. Children with severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM) are provided with ready-to-use 

supplementary food (RUSF) for two weeks. They 

are then given a referral slip to the nearest health 

facility of their final destination. Those with 

moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) are provided 

with similar treatments.  

 Supply Chain 

 WFP provided six Rubb halls to facilitate the 

arrival of the returnees: two at the IOM Transit 

Centre and four at the Torkham border crossing. 

Food Security and Agriculture Cluster  

 In addition to the response described above, the 

cluster is carrying out:  

 Livestock asset protection activities throughout 

the winter and peak lean seasons for those 

returning with animals. This will help to ensure 

basic food and nutrition security and enhance 

income of targeted families; 

 Basic tools and inputs during October and 

November to those returning to their places of 

origin to ensure their food security and reduce 

the risk of further migration.  

 UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 

 Biweekly UNHAS helicopter flights between 

Jalalabad city and the Torkham border have been 

ongoing, facilitating missions to the border and 

avoiding the elevated security risk on the road to 

the border.  

Contributions 

 The emergency response has received generous 

contributions from the governments and people of 

Australia, Belgium, Italy, Norway and UN 

CERF.  

 Thanks to generous and timely contributions from 

WFP’s government partners, the EMOP is now 17 

percent funded. WFP will spend the end of 2016 

planning and establishing systems to manage the 

expected influx of returns in 2017. WFP continues 

to appeal for funds to support the response. 

 

 

Contact 

 WFP Country Director Mick Lorentzen  

 Emergency Coordinator Brian Gray  

 Government Partnerships Joanna Purcell  
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 WFP in Emergency Assistance to Afghanistan’s 

Returnees —WFP Press Release detailing response 

to the crisis. 

“We need sufficient and timely funds, in the coming weeks 

and months, to ensure that we can help returnees as rapidly 

and efficiently as possible,” said Mick Lorentzen, WFP’s 

Country Director in Afghanistan. “A quick and focused 

response to this crisis will ensure that more people do not fall 

into chronic food insecurity,” Lorentzen added.  

mVAM Afghanistan: Kunduz Province - Remote 

Rapid Assessment, October 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mVAM Afghanistan: Farah Province — Conflict 

Rapid Assessment, October 2016 

 

 

mVAM Afghanistan: Kunar Province — Returnee 

and IDP Monitoring, November 2016 

 

 

mVAM Afghanistan: Faryab Province — Conflict 

Rapid Assessment, November 2016 

 

http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-emergency-assistance-afghanistans-returnees
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-emergency-assistance-afghanistans-returnees
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/mvam-afghanistan-kunduz-province-remote-rapid-assessment-october-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/mvam-afghanistan-kunduz-province-remote-rapid-assessment-october-2016
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp288394.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp288394.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp288920.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp288920.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp288973.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp288973.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp288394.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp288920.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp288973.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp288308.pdf

