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WFP’s life-saving mission is to end global hunger. 
Universal access to food is the starting point for 
freedom, justice and peace for all. 

WFP provides food assistance in emergencies and 
works together with governments, UN agencies, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), companies and 
private individuals, to tackle the underlying factors 
causing hunger, to build self-reliance and improve food 
security.

In 2014, WFP provided food assistance to more than  
80 million people in 82 countries. 

WFP’s food and nutritional support always goes to the 
poorest, weakest and most undernourished people - 
7.3 million malnourished children were provided with 
special nutritional support in 2014, and 64 percent of 
those who benefit from WFP assistance are children. 

WFP provided school meals and take-home rations 
to 17 million children, reaching another 1.2 million 
children through trust funds. A daily school meal 
provides a strong incentive to send children to school 
and keep them there. It allows children to focus on 
their studies rather than their stomachs.

In 2014, WFP purchased over 2.2 million metric tons of 
food, 81 percent of which came locally from developing 
countries, and in 2015 WFP is planning to provide food 
to more than 78 million people in 76 countries. As a 
demonstration of increasing efficiency, the average 
time required to procure and move food to those in 
need has almost halved, from 120 to 68 days. At any 
time around the world, WFP has 30 ships, 50 aircraft 
and 5,000 trucks moving and delivering food and other 
assistance to where they are needed most, working 
with over 1,000 NGO partners to do so. 

WFP also works closely with the private sector to 
improve the delivery and management of food 
assistance, with debit cards, mobile phones and  
remote data collection. 

Building resilience, 12.7 million people received  
WFP food as an incentive to work on community assets 
such as soil or water conservation projects:  
328,800 hectares of land were protected or improved, 
over 14,000 kilometres of roads and 123 bridges were 
constructed or repaired. In addition, WFP and partners 
trained 63,000 government staff.

WFP increasingly uses cash and vouchers that allow 
hungry people to buy food themselves in 69 projects 
across 53 countries in 2014, reaching an estimated  
8.9 million people, a 13 percent increase since 2013. 
The cash and vouchers spent in local shops injects 
money into the local economy.

Between 1992 and 2014, the number of hungry 
(chronically undernourished) people in developing 
regions fell by over 200 million, showing that further 
concerted action by the international community can 
start to bring our vision of Zero Hunger within reach. 

Still, 795 million people remain chronically 
undernourished, spurring the need for renewed efforts 
to break the inter-generational cycle of hunger and 
food insecurity. It costs far more to ignore hunger 
and nutrition than to end it, because countries lose 
income through lost lives, a smaller and less educated 
workforce, and greater health costs.
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Responding to the world’s 
humanitarian emergencies in 2014

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), 
funded entirely by voluntary contributions, is  
the world’s largest humanitarian agency fighting 
hunger worldwide. In 2014, WFP raised US$5.38 billion 
(the highest total in WFP history), of which 93 percent 
directly supported field operations.

The world saw an unprecedented range of  
emergencies in 2014 and they increased sharply in 
scale and number in comparison with the previous 
year. Many of the people WFP provided food assistance 
to were fleeing from conflict, including 6.7 million 
refugees and 14.8 million internally displaced people.

In the Central African 
Republic, WFP assisted over a 
million people forced to flee their 
homes due to a breakdown of law 
and order.  

In South Sudan, the world’s 
newest country, military conflict 
pushed millions of people into 
food insecurity; even before the 
conflict, WFP was assisting more 
than 2 million people. 

Conflict throughout Iraq  
caused serious and widespread 
internal displacement and WFP 
provided food assistance to  
2.2 million people. 

In Syria, WFP, in its largest and 
most complex operation, provided 
around 4 million people with food 
on a monthly basis and assisted 
more than a million refugees in 
neighbouring countries. 

The effects of Super-Typhoon 
Haiyan in the Philippines required 
a massive mobilisation of resources 
and WFP provided over a million 
people with food assistance, 
vouchers and cash assistance. 

The 2014 Ebola epidemic in West 
Africa presented an unprecedented 
challenge to the humanitarian 
community. WFP provided food 
assistance to more than 2 million 
people, logistics expertise to other 
agencies and built treatment centres 
in the affected countries. 
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For more information please visit wfp.org

Join us on Facebook follow us @WFP


