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 WFP Assistance 

 

Main 

Photo 

 

In Numbers  

13.5 m in need of humanitarian assistance 

6.3 m internally displaced people 

9 m people in need of food assistance 
 

51% 49% 3.5 m  
People Assisted 
December 2016 

 

 

Emergency Food 

Assistance for the 

People Affected by 

Unrest in Syria 

EMOP 200339 

(Nov. 2011 – Dec. 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

1 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

2.8 b 
1.8 b 
(62%)  

- 

*As of 31 December 2016, the EMOP 200339 has ended 
 

Assistance to the 

population affected 

by conflict in  Syria   

PRRO 200988* 

(Jan 2017 – Dec 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)** 

1.6 b 
129 m 
(8%)  

253 m 
(66%) 

*This project replaced the EMOP 200339 as of 1 January 2017 
** January – June 2017 

The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 

started on 1 January 2017 and is a two year project. The 

PRRO replaces the EMOP, which was in place since 2011. 

Throughout the two years, WFP will provide assistance to 

5.74 million people, and will gradually shift from 

humanitarian food assistance to recovery and livelihood 

activities.  

In 2017, WFP will target up to 5.4 million people with 

humanitarian food assistance and livelihood activities in 

all 14 Syrian governorates, subject to access availability. 

Under this programme, people are targeted each month 

with a family food ration consisting of, among others, 

rice, bulgur wheat, pasta, and pulses, providing 1,700 

kcal per day for one month.  

WFP will continue to implement complementary activities 

to address the specific nutrition needs and education 

concerns of vulnerable groups. This includes a 

programme for the prevention of acute malnutrition and 

micronutrient deficiencies for children aged 6-23 months, 

a treatment programme for acute malnutrition for 

pregnant and nursing women as well as children aged 6-

59 months, and a nutrition support programme aiming 

to increase the dietary diversity of pregnant and nursing 

women. Furthermore, a school meals programme for 

pre- and primary school aged children to encourage 

enrolment and regular attendance rates and a 

programme specifically targeting out of school children.  

 In December, WFP Syria worked with 41 cooperating 
partners to implement its programme activities.  

Furthermore, WFP co-leads the Food Security and 
Agriculture Sector, active in Syria since 2013, to guide 
strategic decision-making, plan and develop strategies 

and facilitate coordination among food sector members. 
For more information about the sector: 
www.fscluster.org/syria  

Logistics and 
Telecommunications 

Augmentation and 

Coordination to 

Support Humanitarian 

Operations in Syria  

SO 200788 

(Jan. 2015 – Dec. 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received (in 

USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

37.6 m 
19 m 
(50%)  

5.4 m  

*The SO has been extended until December 2017.                                             

Through a separately funded Special Operation, WFP 

provides logistics and telecommunications support to the 

wider humanitarian community operating in Syria through 

the Logistics Cluster as well as the Emergency 

Telecommunications Cluster, both activated in 2013. The 

Logistics Cluster coordinates inter-agency convoys and 

facilitates other services such as warehousing and 

transport. The cluster started airlifts to Al-Hasakeh 

governorate in July 2016. For more information:  

www.logcluster.org/ops/syr12a  

www.etcluster.org/countries/syria 

WFP Air Deliveries to 

Provide Humanitarian 

Support to Besieged 

and Hard to Reach 

Areas in Syria 

SO 200950  

(Feb.– Dec. 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received (in 

USD) 

 

1 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD) 

45.9 m 
36.9 m 
(80%)  

- 

 

In February, WFP launched a special operation (SO) to 

facilitate high altitude airdrop operations to the besieged 

parts of Deir Ezzor city. Starting January 2017, the 

airdrop operation was merged into the PRRO.  

December 2016 

Highlights 
 WFP delivered food assistance for 3.5 million people. 

In total, 22 percent of the assistance was delivered to 

high-conflict areas through cross-border, cross-line 

and air deliveries.  

 Government forces took control of eastern Aleppo city 

in December 2016, resulting in the displacement of 

more than 120,000 people. The large wave of 

displacement, compounded by winter temperatures, 

resulted in an alarming humanitarian situation. 

 ISIL took control of Palmyra city and surrounding 

areas, while fierce fighting erupted between 

government and opposition forces in western Dar’a 

governorate.     

 Funding is urgently needed for the new PRRO in order 

to avoid any gaps in coverage.  

 

 

Credit: WFP cross-border implementing partner 

Caption: Distribution of ready-to-eat rations to evacuees from 

eastern Aleppo city in Benesh, Idleb governorate 

 

http://www.fscluster.org/syria
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/syr12a
http://www.etcluster.org/countries/syria
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Donors  

Five largest donors to WFP Syria in 2016 ranked by 

contributions: Germany, USA, European Commission, United 

Kingdom and Austria 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
 

 WFP provided food assistance for 3.5 million people in 13 
out of the 14 Syrian governorates in December. Of these, 
682,700 people in opposition-held areas of Dar’a, 
Quneitra, Aleppo, Idleb and Hama governorates were 
reached with food assistance by cross-border partners 
operating from Turkey and Jordan. Furthermore, through 
one inter-agency convoy to the besieged town of Khan 

Elshih in Rural Damascus governorate, WFP delivered, for 
the first time since 2012, life-saving food assistance for 
2,000 people, alongside fortified date-bars for 2,200 
children. Other actors provided food assistance for the 
remaining population.  

 Air operations to Deir Ezzor city and Al-Hasakeh 
governorate continued during the reporting period. A 
second aircraft was deployed in December for the airlift 
operation to Al-Hasakeh governorate increasing the 
capacity to bring humanitarian supplies. 

 As a result of the military campaign by government forces 
to take over eastern Aleppo city (EAC) in December, more 
than 90,000 people from EAC have been displaced across 
the city in both eastern and western neighbourhoods. In 
combination with harsh winter conditions – with 
temperatures around freezing – humanitarian conditions 
reached alarming levels. In response, WFP provided bulk 
food for two communal kitchens to provide 20,000 people 
with two hot meals per day, as well as bread for more 

than 40,000 people per day. Furthermore, WFP’s office in 
Aleppo rapidly mobilized ready-to eat rations and monthly 
food parcels, providing assistance for 33,000 people.  

 Furthermore, some 35,000 civilians and fighters from EAC 

were evacuated to various non-State armed group-
controlled areas in western rural Aleppo and Idleb 
governorate by 22 December. In response, WFP, through 
its cross-border operation from Turkey, provided ready-
to-eat rations in support of evacuees. 

 Following ISIL’s capture of Palmyra city and surrounding 
areas in eastern rural Homs during the first half of 
December, more than 3,300 people have been displaced 
to safer nearby areas and Homs city. In response, WFP 
provided food assistance for almost 2,800 people while 
the remaining IDPs received assistance from other 
humanitarian actors.  

 Thousands of people have been displaced from western 
Rural Dar’a in December due to fighting between 
government forces and armed groups. In response, WFP 
provided ready-to-eat rations for more than 5,400 people 
who sought refuge in Tassil, Jlein, Saham El Golan, 
Quneitra, Mzeireb and Dar’a. 

Challenges 
 

 There is an urgent need for funding for the new PRRO 
200988, which commenced on 1 January, as the PRRO is 
currently only eight percent funded. WFP has already 
been forced to apply reductions to the food basket 
starting in January, and if contributions are not received, 
WFP may be forced to apply more difficult measures.  

 

A Story worth Telling 
 

The war in Syria has left the country’s beekeeping industry in 

tatters. But a community-based initiative led by WFP aims to 

change that. Hives and bees have been provided to 700 

beekeepers in rural Damascus, Homs, Hama, Tartous and 

Lattakia. One of the participants is Mahmoud. He used to be a 

beekeeper before the crisis but lost his beehives in 2012. 

“Beekeeping is a unique world that I really enjoy. It used to 

be my main source of income”. Mahmoud received three 

beehives from WFP and managed to double them to six within 

two months. “I can now cover my living expenses. I am 

grateful for this help, which allows me to provide income for 

my family again.” 

 

The violent conflict in Syria has now lasted for more 

than five years. The conflict has taken a devastating 

toll on the lives of the Syrian people and has created 

one of the largest humanitarian crises since World 

War II. More than half of the country’s population 

has been displaced – 12 million people – and 13.5 

million people in Syria are in need of humanitarian 

assistance. 

Soaring food and fuel prices, stagnant salaries and 

the loss and disruption of livelihoods and arable 

lands have led to widespread food insecurity across 

the country, with seven million people being food 

insecure and a further two million people are at risk 

of food insecurity. Prior to the conflict, Syria was on 

track to reach the 2015 Millennium Development 

Goals (MDG), but the human development gains 

have been dramatically reversed. Syria has fallen 

from 116 in 2011 to 134 in 2014 amongst the 188 

nations ranked in the Human Development Index 

(HDI).  

In response to the alarming situation, WFP has been 

providing live-saving food assistance and specialized 

nutrition support to the most vulnerable groups, e.g. 

women and children, in order to save lives and 

protect livelihoods. WFPs activities adhere to the 

objectives of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG) by contributing directly to an eradication of 

extreme hunger and poverty (SDG1/SDG2).  

WFP has been active in Syria since 1964. 

 

Contact info: wfp.damascus@wfp.org 

Country Director: Jakob Kern 

Further information: www.wfp.org/syria  

                              cdn.wfp.org/syriainfo/syria.html 
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